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) X HE country lob trudged home very much con* 
eerned and thoughtful, you may swear ; insomuch 
that his good woman, seeing him thtis look moping, 
weened' that something had been stolen from him at 
market : but when she had heard the cause of his af- 
fliction, and seen his budget well lined with coin, 
she bade him be of good cheer, assuring hint that 
he'd be never the worse for the scratching bout in 
question ; wishing him only to leave her to manage 
that business, and not trouble his head about it ; for 
she had already contrived how to bring him off eta* 
verly. Let the worst come to the worst, said the 
husbandman, it will be but a scratch ; for I'll yield 
at 'the first stroke, and qxAt the field. Quit a fart, 
replied the wife ; he shall have none of the field: 
rely upon me," and be quiet ; let me alone to deal 
with him. You say he's a pimping little devil, that's 
enough ; I'll soon make him give up the field, 1*11 
warrant you. Indeed, had he been ' *a great devil, 
it had been somewhat 
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The day that we landed in the island happened to 
be that which the devil had fixed for the combat. 
Now the countryman, having, like a good catholic, 
very fairly confessed himself, and * received, betimes 
in the morning, by the advice of the vicar, had hid 
himself, all but the snout, in the holy water-pot, in 
the posture in which we found him ; and just as they 
were telling us this story, news came that the old 
woman had fooled the devil, and gained the field. 
You may not be sorry, perhaps, to hear how this 
happened. 

The devil, you must know, came to the poor 
man's door, and rapping there, cried, So ho ! ho the 
- house ! ho, clod-pate ! where art thou ? Come out 
with a vengeance ; come out with a wannion ; come 
out and be damn'd : now for clawing. Then briskly 
and resolutely entering the house, and not finding 
the countryman there, he spied his wife lying on the 
ground, piteously weeping and howling. What's 
the matter J asked the devil. Where is he ? What 
does he? Oh J that I knew where he is, replied * 
threescore and five, the wicked rogue, the butcherly 
dog, the murderer ! He has spoiled me ; I am un- 
done ; I die of what he has done to me. How, cried 
the devil, what is it ? I'll tickle him off for you by 
and by. Alas, cried the old dissembler, he told me, 
the butcher, the tyrant, the tearer of devils, told me 
that he had made a match to. scratch with you this 
day, and to try his claws, he did but just touch me 
with his little finger, here betwixt the legs, and has 
spoiled me for ever. Oh ! I am a dead woman ! I 
shall never be myself again : do but see ! Nay, and 
besides, he talked of going to the smith's, to have his 
pounces sharpened and pointed. Alas ! you are un- 
done, Mr. Devil ; good sir, scamper quickly, I am 



* A vulgar curtailed phrase for the highest and most solemn act of 
ttligion. 



sure 
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wre he won't stay ; save yourself, I beseech you. 
While she said this, she uncovered herself up to th* 
chin, after the manner in which the * Persian womea 
met their children who fled from the fight, and plain* 
ly shewed + her what d'ye call it. The frighted de- 
vil, seeing the enormous solution of the continuity 
in all its dimensions, blessed himself, and cried out, 
Mahon, Demiourgon, Megaera, Alecto, Persephone ; 
I'life, catch me here when he comes I I am gone : 
•'death, what a gash ! I resign him the field. 

Having heard the catastrophe of the story, we re- 
tired a ship-board, not being willing to stay fchert 
any longer. J Pantagruel gave to the poor's-box of 
the fabric of the church, eighteen thousand gold 
royals, in commiseration of the poverty of the peo- 
ple, and the calamity of the place. 



CHAP. XLVIIL 

HOW PANTAGRUEL WENT ASHORE AT THE ISLAND OF 
PAPJMANY. 

Having left the desolate Island of the Popefigs, 
we sailed, for the space of a day, very fairly and 
merrily, and made the blessed island of Pa pirn any. 
As-soon as we had dropped anchor in the road, be- 
fore we had well moored our ship with ground- 
tackle, four persons, in different garbs, rowed to* 
wards as in a skiff. One of them was dressed like a 

monk 

* Persian wonten l ftc,] See Plutarch. These women, when their 
«6ns were flying from the enemy, pulled up their cloaths, and in scorjt 
bade them come and hide themselves once more in their mothero 
bellies* 

+ Jffer rthat d'ye ctdf it.] Son comment ha nom. 

t Pantagruel gave #c.jf A good lesson for princes to be generous', 
alra liberal, on occasion. Pantagruel went nowhere but he bestowed' 
Ml favours liberally, and left all the marks of a princely munificence* 

B% 
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monk in hfo frock, draggle-tailed, and booted ; the 
other like a falconer, with a lure, and a long- winged 
v hawk on his fist : the third like a solicitor, with a 
large bag, full of informations, subpoenas, breviates, 
bills, writs, cases, and other implements 'of pettifog- 
ging. The fourth looked like one of your vine bar* 
bers about Orleans, with a j an tee pair of canvass 
trowsers, a dosser, and a pruning knife at his girdle. 

As soon as the bpat had clapped them on board, 
they all with one voice asked, Have you seen him, 
good passengers, have you seen him ? — Who ? asked 
Pantagrucl. You know who, answered they. Who 
is it? asked friar John. 'S blood and oonds, I'lL 
thrash him thick and threefold. This he said, 
thinking that they enquired after some robber, mur- 
derer, or church-breaker. Oh wonderful, cried the 
four, do not you foreign people know the one ? Sirs, 
replied Epistemon, we do not understand those 
terms : but if you will be pleased to- let us know 
who yon mean, we'll tell you the truth of the mat. 
ter without any more ado. W e mean, said they, He 
that is. Did you ever, see him ? He that is, returned 
Pantagruel, according to our theological doctrine, is 
God, * who said to Moses, I am that 1 am. We 
never saw him, nor can he be beheld by mortal eyes. 
We mean nquupg less than that supreme God, who 
rules in heaven, replied they ; we mew tffetGod on 
earth. Did. you ever see him ? Upon j^y honour, 
cried Carpalim, they mew the pope.,. 4y, ay, an- 



Rabelaie only says : Et tn iel mot se declaira a Moses y i. e. and fa 
that word be declared himself to Moses. What word ? He tftat is • » 
not; 1 am that I am. God said not to Moses, I am that I am, but / 
am he that is. And therefore Rabelais makes him say so too. • Our 
English Bibles indeed have it, I am that I am, and so has the Latin, 
Efifje qui sum : but the former should be, as I laid before, I am 
be that is, and the. latter Efuje qui est. The septuagint transla- 
tion has it right, lyu o vv, I am he that is. Accordingly Rabe- 
lais begins this period with He tkui ir j for no being besides Gc4.. 
jraly is. 



*,fVko said to Moses, I am thai I am, 



swercd 

,1 Instead of those words, 
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swered Panurge ; yea ve'riry , genftlemen, I fiave'seen 
three df them, whose sight has not much bettered 
me. Hdw ! cried they, oor sacred decretals inform 
us, that there never is more than one living. I mean 
successively, one after the other, returned Panurge; 
otherwise i never saw more than one at a time. 

O thrice and four times happy people ! cried they,, 
you are welcome, and more than double welcome ! 
They then kneeled down before us, and would hare 
kissed our feet, but we would ndt suffer it, telling 
them that, should the pope come thither in his own 
person, 'tis all they could do to htm. No, certainly, 
answered they, for we have already resolved upon 
7 >*he matter w We would kiss- his bare arse, without 
boggling at it, and eke his two pounders : for he has 
a pair of them, the holy father, that he has ; we find 
it so by our fine decretals, otherwise he could not be 
pope. So that, according to our subtile decretal in 
philosophy, this is a necessary consequence : he is 
pope; therefore, he has genitories (genitals) and 
should genitories no more be found in the world, the 
world could no more have a pope. 

While they were talking thus, Pantagfuel enquired - 
of one of the coxswain's crew, who those persons 
Were I he answered, that they were the four estates 
4f Hie island ; and added, that We should be made as 
welcome as princes, since we had seen the pope* 
Panurge having been acquainted with this by Panta- 
gruel, said to Him in his ear, I swear and tow, sir, 
*tis even so ; he that has patience mdy compass my 
thing. Our seeing the pope hath done us no good : 
now, in the devil's name, 'twill do us a great deal. 
We then wetft ashore, and the whole country, men, 
women, arid children, came to meet us as in a solemn 
procession. Our four estates cried out to them wfth 
* foud voice, «* They have seen him ! they have seen 
kun.1 they have seen him! That proclamation being 



mad*, 
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made, Ml the mob kneeled down before us, lifting up 
their hands towards heaven, and crying, O happy 
men t O most happy 1 and this acclamation lasted 
abore a quarter of an hour. 

Then came the Busby of the place, with all his pe« 
dagogues, ushers, and school-boys, whom he mag is* 
terially flogged, as they used to whip children in our 
country formerly, when some criminal was hanged^ 
that they might remember it. This displeased Pan- 
tagruel, who said to them, Gentlemen, if you do not 
iea?e off whipping these poor- children, I'm gone. 
The people were amazed, hearing his Stentorean 
voice ; and I saw a little hump with long .fingers, say 
to the hypodidascal, What 1 in the name of wonder 
do all those that see the pope grow as tall as yon 
huge fellow that threatens us I Ah I how I shaH 
think time long till I have seen him too, that I may 
grow and look as big. In short, the acclamations 
were so great, that * H omen as (so they call'd their 
bishop) hastened thither, on an unbridled mule, witk 
green trappings, attended by his aposts (as they said) 
and his supposts, or officers, bearing crosses, banners, 
standards, canopies, torches, holy water-pots, &c. 
He too wanted to kiss our feet (as the good Christian 
Valfinien did to Pope Clement) saying, that one ol 
their hypothetes, that's one of the scavengers, 
jcowerersr, and commentators of their holy decretals, 
Jiad written, that, in the same manner as the Messiah, 
ao long and so much expected by the Jews, at last ap- 
peared among them ; so, on some happy day of God, 
the pope would come into that island ; and that, 
while they waited for that blessed time, if any who had 
seen him at Rome, or elsewhere, chanced to come 
among them, they should 'be sure to make much of 
them, feast them plentifully, and treat them with a 

great 

* HcmenasJ] This word is a production of that of homme. They . 
<fl§e it |n Languedoc, when they would say, a great loggerheaded booby, 
tliat has neither wit nor breeding. 
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great deal of reverence* However, we civily desired 
to be excused. 



CHAP. XLIX. 



HOW H0MENAS, BISHOP OF PAPIMANY, SHEWED U»THB 
* URANOPET 0ECRETALS. 

Homenas then said to us: 'Tis enjoined us by 
our holy decretals to visit churches first, and taverns 
after. Therefore, not to decline that fine institution,, 
let us go to church ; we will afterwards go and feast 
ourselves. Man of God, quoth friar John, do you 
go before, we'll follow you : you spoke in the mat* 
ter properly, and like a good Christian ; 'tis long 
since we saw any* such. For my part this rejoices 
my mind very much, and I verily believe that J shall 
have the better stomach after it. Well, 'tis a happy 
thing to- meet with good men ! Being come near the 
gate of thechurch, we spied a huge thick book, gilt, 
and cohered all over with precious stones, as rubies,, 
emeralds, diamonds, and pearls, more, or at least a& 
valuable as those which Augustus consecrated to Ju- 
piter Capitolinus. This book hanged fn the air, 
being fastened with two thick chains of gold to th« 
*r zoophore of the porch. We looked on it, and ad* 
mired it. As for PantagrueJ, he handled it, and dan* 



* Urawopet.\ Descending from heaven, or ascending to heaven: 
•f* Zoophore, \ Cotgrave defines it, A painted carved girdle, or bor- 
der, about a porch or pillar. But he does not tell us whence it is de- 
rived. The Cambridge" dictionary, under the word zophorus, (which, 
certainly is mispelt for zoophorus) says, A freeze or border in pillars, 
or other works, set off with the shapes of several things (he should hare- 
said, living creatures, Z,(ua> and other things) graven upon it. I shall 
only add, that the* Greeks sometimes mean by it the oblique circle of 
the heavens, called the Zodiac, filled with the representations of ani- 
mals, Sec. Architects call it, as I said before, the freeze, which every 
tody, knows is between the architrave and cornice.. 



died 



&4 




t 



THE WORKS 



Book IV. 



tiled it, turned it as he pleased, for he could 
reach it without straining ; and he protested, that 
whenever he touched <it, he was seized with a plea- 
sant tickling at his fingers end, new life and activity 
in his arms, and a violent temptation in his mind to 
beat one or two Serjeants, or such officers, * pro- 
vided they were not of the shaveling kind. Home- 
nas then said to us, The law was formerly given to 
the Jews by Moses, written by God himself. At 
Delphos, before the portal of Apollo's temple, this/ 
sentence, TNn©I X£ATTON, was found written with 
a divine hand. And .some time after it, + E I tfras 
also seen, and as divinely written and transmitted 
from heaven. Cybele's image was brought out of 
(leaven, into a field called Pesinunt, in Phrygia : so> 
was that of Diana to Tauris, if you will believe Eu- 
ripides ; the oriflambe, or holy standard, was trans- 
mitted out of heaven to the noble and most Christian 
tings of France, to fight against the unbelievers. In 
the reign of J Numa Ppmpilius, second king of the 
Romans, the famous copper buckler, called Ancile, 
was seen to descend from heaven. M Acropolis, 
near Athens, § Minerva's, sfotue formerly fell from, 
the empyreal heaven. J[n like manner the sacred der 
cretajsj which you see, were written with the hand 



* Provided they were not of the shavefing hint?.] Because by the 
decretals 'tis forbid, under pain of excommunication, on any account 
whatever, to strike either clerics or laics that were tonsured. Nor, 
before the year T425, there were in France multitudes of serjeants 
clerical, and others laical, who had undergone tonsure, and who, under 
favour of that, committed several grievous offences in the, execution of 
their oinces, without being liable to any punishment : and though, in 
that year, and even in 1518, endeavours were used to redress those 
grievances, both by arret and edict, the disorder still continued in some 
when our author wrote this. 

+ E f was also seen.] Plutarch has wrote a treatise, s,hewin£ the 
signification of this mysterious JE I : which two letters were also di- 
Y/nely written, and transmitted from heaven, says the Dutch scholiast* 

1 'Numa.] See Pldtarch. 

f Mnetva,] See" Pautanias^s attics.. 
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•f * an angel, of the cherubim kind. Ton outlandish 
people will hardly believe this, I fear. Little enough' 
of conscience, said Pantirge. — And then, contiuued 
Homenas, they were miraculously transmitted to us 
here, from the very heaven of heavens ; in the same 
lftanner as the river Nile is called Dii petes, by Ho- 
Aflt, the father of all philosophy (the holy decretals 
aitfayfc excepted). Now, because yon have seen the 
pope, their evangelist and everlasting protector, we 
will give you leave to see and kiss them on the inside, 
if yon think it meet. But then you must fast three 
days before, and canonicatly confess ; nicely and 
strictly mustering up, and inventorising your sins, 
gteat and small, so thick that one single circumstance 
of them may not 'scape you ; as our holy decretals, 
wbicH you see, direct. This will take up some time. 
Man of God, answered Panurge, we have seen and 
descried decrees, and eke decretals enough o' con- 
science ; some on paper, others on parchment, + fine 
and gay like any painted paper lantern, some on vel» 
lam', some in manuscript, and others in print : so you 
need not take hah* this pains to shew us these. We'll 
take the good-will for the deed, and thank you as 
much as if we had. Ay, marry, said Homenas, but 
yfcu never saw thesg that .are angelically written. 
Those in your country are only transcripts from 
eurs ; as we find it written by one of our old decre- 
taline scholiasts. For me, do not spare mc ; I do 
not value the labour, so I may serve you : do but 
tell mc whether you will be confessed, and fast only 
three short little days of Ged ? As for confessing, 

answered 

*~ Antrhgetj jKc"] Erasmus in his exequvt seraphic*. Chrutu$ 
legem evanselxam promufgavit : Francisnu legem suam, angtli ma* 
titbits hh aescriptam, tradtdit serapk'tcis fratribus. This tradition 
eoaid not but be known to Homenas ; but, as it would have derogated 
from the dignity of the decretals, he did not think himself obliged to 
take any notice of it, much less to lay any stress upon it. 

f Fine and g*y like any painled lantern.] Parchemin lanttTfli 
mean* only transparent, as the horn of a laatern. 
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answered Panurge, there can be no great harm ip. 
it; but this same fasting, master of mine, will hardly 
down with us at this time, for we have so very much 
over fas ted ourselves at sea, that the spiders have spur* 
their cobwebs over our grinders. Do but look on 
this good friar John des Entomeures. (H omen as then 
courteously demy-clipped him about the neck J 
somejnoss is growing in his throat, for want of be- 
stirring and exercising his chaps. He speaks the 
truth, vouched friar John ; I have so much fasted 
that I'm * almost grown hump-shouldered. Come, 
then, let's go into the church, said Homenas ; and 
pTay forgive us if for the present we do not sing yon 
a fine high mass. The hour of mid- day is past, and 
after it our sacred decretals forbid us to sing mass, I 
mean your high and lawful mass. But I'll say + alow, 
and dry one for you. I had rather have one moisten* 
ed with some good Anjou wine, cried Panurge; fall 
to, fall to your low mass, and dispatch. Od's-boddi- 
kins, quoth friar John, it frets me to the guts that 1 
must have an empty stomach at this time of day„ 
For, had I eaten a good breakfast, and fed like a 
monk, if he should chance to sing us the requiem 
teternam dona eis do mine, I had then brought thi- 
ther bread and wine for the J traits passez, (those 



* Almost grown himp-shouldered.y It should be, grown quite 
humD-shoulcfered, or hump-backed. Tout bossu, in French. The ab». 
*bot Goyet was of opinion it should be moiiss?i, mossy > not bossu, hump* 
backed : but in all the editions M. du Chat had met with, it was bossu, 
and he's of opinion it ought to be so, i. e. hump-backed. This ex- 
pression, adds he, being taken from the correspondency there i* be-*, 
tween a stomach that's empty, and a sack that is so, which can't stand 
on end, but falls together of a heap. 

-f- A low and dry mass.] A little mass, or low mass : a mass, with- 
out communion. Messa bassa y messa senza communione, says Oudin. 

% Traits passe*, tfc.'] Rabelais plays upon the word irepassez (the 
dead!) You must know that, tp go to mass for the dead, is, say the 
Italians, andar alia messa doppo haver faita collatione, perche visi porta, 
ftane e vino, t. e, to go to mass after having taken a repast, because thea. 
you carry with you bread and wine,.(i* your belly suppose), Tikis k. 



that 



*fet friar John merrily alludes to, 
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that are gone before). Well, patience ; pull away, 
and save tide * : short and sweet, I pray you, and? 
this for a cause. 



CHAP. L. 

HOW HOMENA3 SHEWED US THE ARCH-TYPE, OR RB* 
- PRESENTATION OF A POPE. 

Mass being mumbled over, Homenas took a huge 
bundle of keys out of a trunk near the head altar r 
and put thirty two of ihem into so many key-holes 
put back so many springs ; then with fourteen more 
mastered so many padlocks, and at last opened an 
iron window strongly barr'd above the said altar. 

This 

. * Short and sweet.] Don't be long about your mass* Rabelais 
•ays, troussez la court, de paour (peur) que ne se crotie. Tuck it up ' 
short, for fear of its* daggling. Thus in the play, called the pas-' 
ston of Jesus Christ, with four dramatis persona, St. John, to thfe 
Jbeadsman who was come to dispatch him : 

Amy, puis qutjfiner me faulty 
Four tenir justice & raison, 
Accorde que face oraison, 
A dieu,parperu4e devote, 

Grongnart, Borreau. * 
Fay le done count, que ne te crotte,, 
Je ne. veuil plus attendre a P huh, 

^ Aoglice. * 
Friend, since I must suffer death 

For havin&Jbeen sincere, 
Grant me to finish my last breath,. 

To God in humble* pray 'r. 

O rumblesby , the headsman. 
Then make it short, for fear of daggling.;. 
. . Itcanjaot stand much longer haggling,- 
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Thfc being done, in token of gyeat inysiprj;, h# co. 
▼ered himself with wet sackcloth,, aB(j drawing a 
curtain of crimson satin, showed us an, irn#ge daubed 
over coarsely enough, to my thinking: then he touch- 
ed it with a pretty long stick, and made us all kiss 
the part of the stick that ha»d touched the image. 
After this he said unto us, What think you of this 
image ? It is the likeness of a pope answered Pan- 
tagruel : I know it by the triple crown, his furred 
aumusse, his rochet, and his slipper. You are in the 
right, said Hotnenas; it is the idea of that same good 
God on earth, whose coming we devoutly await, and 
whom we hope one day to see in this country. O 
happy, wished for, and much expected day ! and' 
happy, most happy you, whose propitious stars have 
so far favoured you, as to let you see the living and 
rbal face of this good Gbd on earth ! by the single 
eight of whose picture we obtain full remission- of all 
the sins which we remember that we have committed, 
as also a third part, and * eighteen quarantaines of the 
»}ns which we havp forgot : and indeed we only see 
it on high annual holidays. 

* This caused Pan tagru el to say, that it was a work 
+ like those which Daedalus used to make ; since, 
though it were deformed and, ill. drawn, nevertheless 
some divine energy, in point of pardons, lay hid and 
concealed in it. Thus, said Friar John, at Seville, 
the rascally "beggars being one evening on a solemn 
holiday at supper in the spittle, one bragged of having 
got six blancs, or two-pence half-penny; another, 

eight 

* Eighteen quarantaines of the { sins which we have forgot.] Thii 
* the style of the penitential canons. "* ". ' 

f Like those which Dcedalus us'ct to make.} Wrong; it should have 
been translated, A work like that which once, upon a certain occasion, 
was made by Daedalus,' For Uaedalus was a most ingenious artificer, 
and this work here blinded to was a* clumsily made as possibly he 
could make it, and that for a cadse, which the reader will see in M. do, 
Chat's note: a pleasant story enough, about Juno's jealousy, but too, 
feAg to be here utiertcd. 
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eighjt- liards, or two-pence ; a third, seven carolu&'s, 
or. sixpence : > but an old mumper made his. vaunts of 
, having got three teutons, or five shillings Ah, but 

f (cry.'d his comrade*) thou hast * a leg of God ; as if,, 
continued Friar John, some divine virtue could lie 

i hid in a stanching ulcerated rotten shank. Pray, said 

Pantagruei, when you are for telling us some such 
nauseous tale, be $• kind as. not to forget to provide . 
a bason, Friar John, : I'll assure yoga, I had much 

f ' ado to. forbear bringing up my breakfast. Fie ! I 
wonder a man , of your, coat is not asham'd to use 
thus the sacred name of God^ in speaking of things so 
filthy and abominable ; fie! I say. If among your 

, monking tribes such an abuse of words is allowed, I 

i beseech you leave it there, aecLdo- not let it come out 
of the cloisters. Physicians, said Epistemon> thus 

| attribute a kind of divinity, ta some diseases : Nero- 

' also extolled mushrooms, and, in a Greek proverb, 
termed thenvdivine food, because with them he. had , 

i poisoned Claudius his predecessor. But methinks, 
gentlemen, this samejucture is t not orer-like our late 

popesr 

* A leg of .God.] Both a Hebrew and Greek expression for a ' 
rotten -ulcerated leg. See Henry Stephens's dial, <ki douv. lang. Pr. 
Ital. and Plutarch c 3& oftbediajfgue alpput wAtch^re t be most so»* 
iible beasts. 

f Not over-like our late popes.} Alexander V!. and Jurras II. 
But chiefly the last, who in 1511, with a helmet on his head, and- . 
cuirasse an bis back and breast, appeared before Miranda, to hasten the 
siege of that place, which he thought his generals were slack in carry* 
ing on. It is of this pontiff that John Je Maite de .Beiges speaks, .in-, 
these verses of K. Louis XI Vs epistle to Hector of Troy : 

1 llijakt beau veoir ttn ancienprebsire en annex 

Crier Dassault r enhorter aux alletrmes, 
Seville de sang, en lieude sacrifice. 
Centre Vestatde ton Ires digne office. 

Fine sight ! to see an ancient priest inarms, 
Cry, on, and storm, exhorting to alarms, 
Disgracing his high office, and all o'er, 
Instead of sacrificing, stain'd with gore. 
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popes. For I have seen them, not with their pallium, 
aumusse, or rochet on, but with helmets on their 
heads, more like the top of a Persian turbant; and 
while the christain commonwealth was in peace, 
they alone were most furiously and cruelly making 
war. This must have been then, returned Homenas, 
against the rebellious, heretical protestants ; repro- 
bates, who are disobedient to the holiness of this 
good God on earth. Tis not only lawful for him to 
do so, but it is enjoined him by the sacred decretals ; 
and if any dare transgress one single iota against their 
commands, whether they be emperors, kings, dukes, 
princes, or commonwealths, he is immediately to 
pursue them with fire and sword, strip them of all 
their goods, take their kingdoms from them, pro- 
scribe them, anathematize them, and destroy not only 
their bodies, those of their children, relations, and 
others, but damn also their souls to the very bottom 
of the most hot and burning cauldron in hell. Here, 
in the devil's name, said Pan urge, the people are no 
heretics ; such as was our Raminagrobis, and as 
they are in Germany and England. You arc chris- 
tians of the best edition, all picked and culled for 
ought I see. Ay, marry are we, returned Homenas, 
and for that reason we shall all be savedv Now let 
us go and bless ourselves with holy-water, and then 
to> dinner. 



OTthesaim Julius Ud. Budget] s in I. 4. of his de asse, says : Enim- 
vero visendum spectaiu'um, patrem non moth sanctissimum, sedetiam 
seriio 3f canitie spectabilem, quasi ad tumult am gallicum e Bellona 
fctno suos evocatos cientem, non trabea, non augustis insignibus vener- 
andum* non pont'ifidis gestaminibits sacrosanctum, sed paludamento-> 
cultu barbarico conspkium: sedfuriali fut itadicumj confident ia 
sncc'mctum, fulminibm Hits brutm inanibus luridum, eminent* in: 
iiuci -cultu cultuque.spirUuum atrociiaie% 
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TABLE-TALK IN PRAISE OF-TME DECRETALS* 

Now topers, pray observe that while Homenas 
was saying his dry mass, three collectors, or licensed 
beggars of the church, each of them with a large 
basin, went round among the people, saying, with a 
loud voice ; Pray remember the blessed men wha 
Itave seen his face. As we came out of the tempfe,, 
they brought their basins brim full of papimany chink 
to Hbmenas, who told us that it was plentifully to. 
feast with ; and that, of this contribution and vo- 
luntary tax, one part should be laid out in good 
drinking, another in good eating, and. the remainder 
in both : according to an admirable exposition hidden, 
in a corner of their holy detretals : which was per- 
formed to a T, and that at a noted tavern not much 
unlike that of * Will's at Amiens. Believe me, we 
tickled it off there with copious cramming, and nu- 
merous swilKng. 

I~made two notable observations at that dinner : 
the one, that there was not one dish served up, whe- 
ther of cabrittas, capons, hogs (of which latter there 
is + great plenty in Papimany) pigeons, conies, leve- 



* WilPx at AmtensC^ ft lisp been already said, in a note on ch* 
XI. of this book, how it came about there Were formerly so many 
cook's shops at Amiens. We shall here take notice of what John de. 
M Braiere Cbampier, 1. 15. ch. h of his de re cibaria, says of one 
Guillot,(angelic6 Will or Billy,) who about the beginning of the 16th 
century, kept the best and nicest ordinary in all France. Nostra* 
memoria, says he, novimus in Gallia Belgica Ambiani unumpopiha- 
riumy nomine Gulieimum (Guilotum vuigus cogjnominai J ametiam* 
num ciiiia dicto exquisitissimis omnis generis avttii (fowl, from avis J 
c>bis T aul fenrvpy out pisciu/n cosnas. tnstruebal, qua vel regibus dart' 
dignissimt potuusent. Hie facile inter popinarios gallioos palmam 
jure obtinuit. 

f Great plenty in Papimany.'] The sneerers, among tot catholics, 
orittjttir canons G Qd Almighty \ begs*. 



rets, 




m fine works? ilexm it. 

rets, turkies, or others, without abundance of mag?* 
stral stuffing : the other, that every course, and the 
fruit also, were served up by unmarried females of 
the place, tight lasses^ I'll assure you, waggish, fair, 
good-conditioned and comely, spruce and fit for 
business. They were clad all in fine long white albes r 
with two girts ; their hair interwoven with narrow 
-tape and purple ribbond, stuck with roses, gilly- 
flowers, marjoram, daffidown-diMies, thyme, and; 
Other sweet flowers. 

At every cadence, they invited us to drink and 
Bang it about, dropping us neat and genteel courtsies: 
nor was the sight of them unwelcome to all the com- 
pany ; and as* for Friar John, he leered on them 
side- ways, like a cur that steals a capon. When the- 
first course was- taken off, the females melodiously 
sung as an epode in the- praise of the sacrosanct de- 
cretals ; and then the second course being served up r 
Ilomenas, joyful and cheery, said to * one of the she 
butlers, light here, Clerica. Immediately one of the* 
girls brought him a tall -boy brim -full of + extrava- 
gant wine* He took fast hold of it, aud £ fetching. 

a detp> 

'* One of the she builers, Light here, Cterka,] Rabelais'* words are* 
OWee> esclake icy, A' sensible pan to suelj as speak French. Light 
her*, clerk. Wordsproperlp of a curate ordering his young clerk to 
light him with his lantern, in administrating the sacraments to a sick 
person. Homenas makes use of it here, to let his servants know, 
they should fill him nothing but bumpers, -(lam pees in ¥ ranch) which 
likewise alludes to lamp-light. 

f Extruvagant nrine.] Tythe wine, granted to Homenas' s church 
by some exTravagante, i. e. extraordinary constitution added to the 
body of the canon law. 

J Fetching a deep sigh.] Much cause indeed to sigh, like th* fa* 
prior, in Ma rot, who cry'd. 

Sx *on ha de matdx pour servhr Saincte eghse ! 

O ! how much we go thro* who serve the church t 

Kot unlike a parson 1 knew, possessed of one of your fat goose livings 
of 4001k. a year, streaking his hand over his pot-belly, after dinner, i» 
kis elbow-chair: O my God ! laid- lie^ very Uerottfly.- 
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a deepsigb, taid.to Papiagruel; My lord, and yo* 
my good friends, ^here's t'ye, with all *ny heart : you 
are all very welcome . W. hen he had tipped that off> 
and given the tall- boy to the pretty orcature, he 
lifted up his yoke and said ; O most holy decretate* 
how good is good wine found through your means I 
This us the best jest we bare had yet, observed 
Pan urge. But it would still be a better, said Panto* 
£ruelj if they could turn bad wine into good. 

O seraphic sextum! (continued Homenas) how 
necessary are you not to the salvation of poor naor. 
tals ! O cherubic Clementinas ! how perfectly the 
perfect institution pf a true christian is contained and 
described in you I O angetical extravagants ! how 
many poor souls that wander up and down in mortal 
bodies, through this vale of misery, would perish, 
were it not for you ! When, ha ! when shall thia 
special gift of grace be bestowed on mankind, as to 
lay aside all other studies and concerns, to use you, 
to peruse you, to understand you, to know you by 
heart, to practise you, to incorporate you, to turn 
you into blood, and incentre you into the deepest 
ventricles of their brains, the inmost.marrow of their 
banes, and moit intricate laybrinth of their arteries ? 
Then, ha then ! and no sooner than then, nor other- 
wise than thus, shall the world be happy! While 
the old man was thus running on, Epistemon arose 
and softly said to Pannrge ; For want of a close 
stool, I most e'en leave you for a moment or two : 
this stuff has unbunged the orifice of my mustard- 
barrel ; but I'll not tarry long. 

Then, ah then! continued Homenas, no hail, frost, 
fee, snow, overflowing, or vis major ; then plenty 
of all earthly goods here below. Then uninterrupt- 
ed and eternal peace through the universe, an end of 
all wars, plunderings, drudgeries, robbing, assassi- 
nates, unless it he to destroy these cursed rebels the 
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heretics. Oh, then, rejoicing, cheerfulness, jollity 
solace, sports and delicious pleasures, over the face 
of the earth. Oh ! what great learning, inestimable 
erudition, and godlike precepts, are knit, linked, 
rivetted and mortised in the divine chapters of these 
eternal decretals ! 

Oh ! how wonderfully, if you read but one demy 
eanon, short paragraph, or single observation of these 
sacrosanct decretals, how wonderfully, I say, do you 
not perceive to kindle in your hearts, a furnace of 
divine love, chanty towards your neighbour, * pro- 
vided he be no heretic, bold contempt of all casual 
end sublunary things, firm content in all your affec- 
tions, and extatic elevation of soul even to the third: 
heaven* 



CHAP. LIL 

A COKttNUATIOK Or TitE MlftACLlS* CAUSED BY THE 

f Wisely, brother Timothy, quoth Panurge; did 
*em, did 'em ? He says blew : but for my part, I 
believe as little of it as I can. For, one day by 
chance I happened to read a chapter of them at 
Poictiers, at the most dec retali potent Scotch doctor's, 
and old Nick turn me into bumfodder, if this did not 
make me so hide-bound and costive, that for four or 

five 

* Provided he be no heretic.'] Homenas, good soul ! believes, 
like a true bigot, a man may want charity towards a heretic, and be 
j] e'er the worse christian for't. 

f- Wisely^ &c] AH this circumlocution of words is taken out of 
Coigrave, for the rendering dire d'orgues : but the tiling h this : 
orgftes meaning organs, Panurge does as much as say to Homenas,. 
You have heard others talk thus, and upon that footing you affirm it ; 5 
and so you do just like the organs, which yield a delightful sound f> 
\vhen well managed : but for my part, I'll not believe you without, 
good vouchers* 
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fire days I hardly scnmbered one poor butt of sir-re* 
Terence ; and tbat too was full as dry and hard, I 
protest, as Catullus tells us were those of his neigh* 
bourFarius: 

Nec toto decks cocas in anno y 
Atque iddurius estfaba, $ lapillisi 
Quod iu si manibus teras,fricesque 9 
Non unquam digit um inquinare posses* 

Oh, ho, cry'd Homenas, * by'r lady, it may be 
you were then in the state of mortal sin, my friend. 
Well turned, cried Panurge ; this was a new strain 
egad* 

Oneday, said Friar John, at Seville I had applied to 
my posteriors, by way of hind-towel, a leaf of an old 
clemen tinae, which our rent-gatherer John Guimard 
had thrown out into the green of our cloyster : noMr 
the deril broil me like a black pudding, if I was not 
fo abominably plagued with chaps, chawns and piles 
at the fundament, that the orifice of my poor nockan- 
droe was in a most woeful plcklo for 1 don't know 
bow long. Bv'r lady, cry'd Homenas, 'twas a plain 
punishment or God, for the sin that you had com* 
mitted in bewraying that sacred book, whieh you 
ought rather to hare kissed and adored; I say 
with an adoration of Iatria, or of hyperdulia at 
least: f the Panormitan never told a He in the 
matter. 

Saith Ponocrates ; At Montpelier, John Choiiart 
haying bought of the monks of St. Olary a delicate 
set of decretals, written on fine large £ parchment 

of 

* By'r l^dy,] /man, in the original : i, c. by St John,: a childish 
oath, says Cotgrave. 

f The Panormitan.'] Nicofas de Fudeschls, a Sicilian, archbishop 
of Palermo, in 1425.. His commentary on the Clementinas was printed 
in 8vo. at Paris 1516. See Draudius*s bibliotheque. 

% Parchment of Lamballe.\ A town of Bretagne, fiunons for the 
manufactory of parchment. 
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of LambaUe, to boot -gold between the leaves, not sk> 
much as a piece that was beaten in them came to 
4$ood,'biit all were di lacerated and spoiled. Mark 
this, cried Homenas ; 'twas a divine punishment and 
vengeance. 

At Mans, said Eudemon, Francis Cornu, apothe- 
cary, had turned an old set of extravagantes into 
waste paper : may I never stir, if whatever was lapt 
up in them was not immediately corrupted, rotten 
and spoiled ; incense, pepper, cloves, cinnamon, 
saffron, wax, cassia, rhubarb, tamarinds, all, drug* 
and spices, were lost without exception. Mark, 
mark, quoth Homenas, an effect of divine justice ! 
This comes of putting the sacred scriptures to such 
prophane uses. 

At Paris, said Carpalim, Snip Groignet the taylor 
had turned an old clementinae into patterns and mea- 
sures, and all the clothes that were cut on them were 
utterly spoiled and lost ; gowns, hoods, cloaks, cas- 
socks, jerkins, jackets, waistcoats, capes, doublets, 
petticoats, corps de robes, vardingals, and so forth. 
Snip thinking to cut a hood^ wquld out you out a 
codpiece ; instead of a cassOck, he'd make you a high 
crown'd hat ; for a waistcoat, he'd shape you out a 
jochet ; on the pattern of a doublet, he'd make you 
a thing like a frying-pan ; then his journey-men 
having stitched it up, did jag it and pink it at the* 
bottom, and so it looked like a pan to fry chesnuts* 
Instead of a cape, he made a buskin ; for a vardin- 
gal, he shaped a montero cap ; and thinking to 
make a cloak, he'd cut out a pair of your big out. 
etroutting Switers breeches, with panes like the out- 
side of a tabor. . Insomuch that Snip was condemned 
to make good the stuffs to all his customers ; and tpv 
this day poor cabbage's hair grows through his hood, 
and his arse through his pocket-holes. Mark, an 
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effect of heavenly wrath and vengeance t crieeV 
Homenas. 

At Cahosac, sawj Gymnast, a match being made by* 
tfeelords of Estlssae and viscount Lausun to shoot 
a mark, Feretou had taken to piece* a set of* decre- 
tals, and set one of the leaves for the white to shoot* 
at : now I sell, nay I give and bequeath forever and* 
aye, the mould of my doublet to fifteen hundred 
hampers full of black devils, if ever any archer in the 
country (though they are singular marksmen in 
Guienne) could hit the white* Not the- least bit of 
the holy scribble was contaminated or touched : nay, 
and Sansornin -the elder, who held stakes, swore to- 
ns, figqes diourea, hard figs (his greatest-oath) that 
he had openly, visibly, and manifestly seen the bolt- 
of Carquelin moving right to the- round circle in the 
middle of the white ; and that- just on the point, 
when it was going to hit and enter r it had gone aside* 
above seven foot and four inches wide of it towards 
the bakehouse. 

Miracle ! cry'd Homenas, miracle! miracle !« 
Clerica, come weaob, light, light here. Here's to- 
you all, gentlemen; I vow you seem to me very- 
sound christaias. While he- said this, the maidens 
began to snicker at his elbow, grkuiiftg, giggling, 
and twittering among themselves Friar J ohn began - 
to paw, neigh* and whinny at the snout's end, as • 
one ready to leap, or at least to play the ass, and +?• 
get. np and ride tantivy tothe devil,' like a beggar on- 
horseback* 

Methinks^ said Pantagraely antan might have beett 



*- Veqretals.'} Add, printed on canonge paper. A beautiful larg$ 
piper, called -by Vive*, charla gwmdi*, ASgwfaftOft ttutimfttriali* 
fu#f say* he> ae rebus sacra hieratica nominalur, qualis videtur in 
libris saCtorum crdium. See bis dialogue entitled scriptio. See in du 
CJuatfee^erivatipi^filfce^^ 

-.f.i^t^UHMfr^Amiitfr^a] It i»in the original, monterdeksut, 
tamme HerbCklft^s^ifret gent. Wnick ha*two meaning* t one is, 



more* 



fall 
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more out of danger near the white of which Gymnast' 
ipoke, than was formerly Diogenes near another. 
How's that ? asked Homenas ; what was it ? Was ho 
one of our decretalists ? Rarely fallen in again egad, 
laid Epistemon, returning from stool ; I see he will 
hook his decretals in, though by the head and 
shoulders. 

Diogenes, said Pan ta gruel, one day, for pastime, 
went to seo some archers that shot at butts, one of 
whom was so unskilful, that, when it was his turn 
to shoot, all the by-standers went aside, lest he 
should mistake them for the mark. Diogenes had 
seen him shoot extremely wide of it : so when the 
Other was taking aim a second time, and the people 
removed at a great distance to the right and left of the 
white, he placed himself close by the mark ; holding 
that place to be the safest, and that so bad an archer 
would certainly rather hit any other. 

One of the lord d'Estissac's pages at last found 
out the charm, pursued Gymnast, and by his advice 
Perotou put in another white, made up of somo 
papers of Pouillac's law suit, and then every one shot 
cleverly. 

At Landerousse, said Rhizotomus, at John Delif's 
wedding were very great doings, as 'twas then the 
custom of the country. After supper, several farces, 
interludes, and comical scenes were acted : they had 
also several morrice-.dancers with bells and tabors ; 
and divers sorts of masks and mummers were let in. 
My school fellows and I, to grace the festival to the 
best of our power (for, fine white and purple live- 
ries had been given to all of us in the morning) con- 
trived a merry mask with store of cockle-shells, 
shells of snails, periwinkles, and such other. Then 



fall upon them, as your gentlemen's dogs fall upon beggars at the gates: 
the other is, ride 'em, worry 'em, and hawa$s 'em, as some lords of 
juanori do their poor tenants. 
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for want of cuckoe-pint or priest pintle, Iousebur, 
clote and paper, we made ourselves false faces with 
the leaves of an old sex turn, that had been thrown 
by, and lay there for any one that would take it up; 
cutting out holes for the eyes, nose and mouth. 
Now, did you ever bear the like 6ince you were 
born ? when we had played our little boyish antic 
tricks, and came to take off our sham faces, we ap- 
peared more hideous and ugly than the little devils 
that acted the passion at * Douay : for our faces were 
utterly spoiled at the places which had been touched 
by those leaves : one had there the small pox ; ano- 
tber, God's token, or the plague spot ; a third, the 
crinckums ; a fourth, the measles ; a fifth, botches, 
pushes, and carbuncles : in- short, he came off the 
least hurt, who only lost his teeth by the bargain. 
Miracle ! bawled out Homenas, miracle ! 

Hold, hold, cry'd Rhizotomns, 'tis n't yet time to 
clap^ My sister Kate, and my sister Ren, had put 
the crepines of their hoods, their ruffles, snuffekins, 
and neck-ruffs new wash'd, starch'd, and iron'd, into 
that very book of decretals ; for, you must know, 
it was covered with thick boards, and had strong 
clasps. Now by the virtue of God — Hold, inter- 
rupted Homenas, what God do you mean ? There 
is but one, answered Rhizotomus. In heaven, I 
grant, replied Homenas; but we have another here on 
earth, d'ysee. Ay, marry have we, said Rhizotomus ; 
but on my soul I protest I had quite forgot it.— Well 
then, by the virtue of God the Pope, their pinners, 
neck-ruffs, bibs, coifs, and other linen, turned as 
black as a charcoal-man's sack. Miracle ! cry'd Ho. 
menas. Here, Clerica, light me here ; and pr'ythee, 
.girl, observe these rare stories. How comes it to 
pass then, asked Friar John, that people say, 

Ever 

• Douay.] Read Done, One'i in Prance, t'other in Flanden. 
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* JEcer since decrees had tails."\ It should be ever since decrees had 
Wings. Ott wliich 9f. do €h'at' lias* this long, btit not tedious, note. 
The deemta's, say &he> which are of sa great weight and authority \tithv 
the canonists, were not only added to the body of the ancient decrees, 
nvwings, aiies, to the main pile of a building ; but they are likewise 
the "V¥iqg?of the* decrees in another sense; inasmuch as, by the meanr 
and help of these wings^ the popes, whom the ancient canons kept 
pretty low, have soared to tueir present height, and have assumed the 
power they now e*ercisc Over the Eatih church, Prendre des ailes, 
qr, as-tliey speak m Languedor, prendre (des, to take the wing, is to 
fo"rget one's self so far as to lose sight of the low nest ofane's trite cou- 
th" tion ; as some 5 ears ago. was tiie case of a certain arrogant fop, not 
farfmni-MontneiKcf, according to • the following taie, made upon oc* 
«asion of. hi* taking too much upon htm : , 

Certain bwrgeokj trenthanldu gentilhottnhe, 
Avec un.grw de rubles consignors, 
En rang. (Poi«nons, soupoitunjour, # comme 
SI se donoit Pair de faire les parts, 
Coupoit dfadons, levrautsi perdrix, canvrt ; 
On s'appercul que Pecuier habile 



Avuilgrmd so 'tn de nes*dia)Uerpas. 
D 1 aUes surlojut de perdrix nne pUe 
Sur son assicte on voioit deleter* 
JLors nn d* enlre eux qui se sentit grever, 
D y an teurdemainracrochant les plus brfles, 
Vom en a9ez,<Ht*il, pUu qu'il ne feut .-. 
Pas ne vous sied, monsieur, d 1 avoir taut d'ailcs ; 
forts ne prenez deja qjfun vol trop haul. 

A certain upstart citizen of late, 
Would cut a figure, and would needs looTc great, 
A knot of country gentlemen were met ; 
And, like a row -of onions, all were set^ 
And he amidst them.— Supper being served, 
' ' To this and that and t'other man he carv'd. 

Duck*, levrets; partridge, turitey-pout he cnls, 
, And on their plates what port he pleases, puts* 
Ih dealing out their pittances, the elf 
Took special care -not to forget himself. 
WeuVstor'd hi* plate was with the choicest things ; 

. Bur, above all, a. pile of partridge wings. 
One, that lov'd.partridge wings as well as cit, 
Whips from his plate the beat-*-" Shy» * «V*' 

■Said he to monsieur carver, " is it right, 

*' You should have all the wings, in our despite, 

•* Yoti, who already take too hj^b a&ghl i 
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* And gens d'arms lugg'd heary mails, 
Since each monk would hare a horse, 
All went here from, bad to worse. 

Depuis que decreis eurcnt ales, 
Et gens -d'armes porterent males ^ 
Moines allerent a cheval, 
En ce monde abonda tout tnal. 

I understand you, answered Homenas : this vt on* 
of the + quirks and little satires of the new-fangled 
heretics. 



H. Stephens, who, in the above quatrain of the decretals, instead of 
four \erse:>, gives them in five, in ch. 39 of his apology for Herodotus, 
took thein, it may te, from the collection of adages, &c. published by 
Peter Grosnef of Auxerre, about the year 1536. I will give you a 
• Latin version of the first of those tour French verses, as done by 
Gentillet, the supposed Latin and French author of the anti-machiavef. 
Ex quo decretum sump lis se sustnlit al:s. And in the French part of 
his book, this first verse runs thus, Depuis que decret cut prius ales* 
This quatrain had not suffered so many alterations, if people had 
know n that formerly ales was used for ailes, and that in Languedoc, 
where this old word is still continued, avoir or prendre ales, is to give 
one's self false airs. This was well known to those, who lived near 
^ the borders of Languedoc, and consequently to Gentiller. Neither 
was Beza, the' aBurgundian, nor Dusren, tho*a Bas- Briton, unac- 
quainted therewith. Ad decrelalia venlamus, said Beza, in 1553, \m 
his passavanf, cY alio* libros sequent es, de quibus nemo est qui nesciat 
proierbium quod dicitur, poslquam decretum hubuit alas, totum mun- 
dumfuisse malediclum. In eo decretalium volumine, said the latter, 
some few years after (in his preface x to his de sacris ecctesist ministerus) 
mult a inkier i licet, qua* d prisca ilia disciplina, qua decreionm 
liber d Gratiano editus continet, mult urn deeenerent. At que hinc 
tiaium est Mud apud nostrates tritum ac vulgo jactatum, male cum 
rebus Mmanis actum esse, ex auodecreiis aUe accesserunt. 

* And gens (Farms lugg'd heavy mails, ,] Beza, 1. 4, of his eccle- 
siastical history, says, this is an allusion to the proverb mult mariani r 
which see explained in Sartorius. But Beza's reasoning thereupon is, 
so confused, and his application so inexact and incoherent, that there's 
no making head or tail of what he says. It is more likely that what 
made the gens <P arms carrying port-raanlles, or mails, so odious to the 
people, was, that, after they had submitted to carry that luggage, no- 
thing escaped them wherever they quartered or marched, but they . 
would pouch up a thousand things they took a fancy to at people 1 * 
houses, or in the fields. 

f Quirks, # c] Homenas is mistaken. Nothing was more cm* 
mon than that proverb, or had been so for a long time. 
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CHAP. LIII. 

II0W, BY THE VIRTUE OF THE DECRETALS, GOLD IS 
SUBTILLY DRAWN OUT OF FRANCE TO HOME. 

I would, said Epistemon, it had cost me a pint of 
the best tripe that ever can enter into gut, so we had 
but compared with the original the dreadful chap- 
ters, execrabilis : de mult a : si pin res : de annatis 
*pcr totnm ; nisi essent : cum ad monasterium : quod 
dilectio : rnandatum ; and certain others, that draw 
every year out of France to Rome, lour hundred 
thousand ducats and more. 

Do you make nothing of this ? asked Horn en as. 
Though methinks, after all, 'tis but little, if we con- 
sider that France, the most christian, is the only nurse 
the see of Rome has. However, find me in the 
whole world a book, whether of philosophy, physic, 
law, mathematics, or other human learning, nay, 
even, by my God, of the holy scripture itself, that 
will draw as much money thence ? None, none, * 
pshaw, tush, blurt, pish 5 none can. You may look 
till your eyes drop out of your head, nay, till dooms- 
day in the afternoon, before your can find another of 
that energy ; I'll pass my word for that. 

Yet these devilish heretics refuse to learn and 
know it. Burn 'em, tear 'em, nip 'em with hot 
pincers, drown 'em, hang 'em, spit 'em at the bung- 
hole, pelt 'em, paut 'em, bruise 'em, beat 'em ; crip- 
ple 

* Pshaw, Nargnes, nargues, in the original. A term of 

■cm) tempt. We &ay, a figfor't. So here Homenas's n;irgues, i. e. a 
fig for other books j or na2ardes, a rap o* the nose for such as say 
there's any hook to compare with the decretals. The anti-choppin, 
p. 40, and 47. Et sic tu facts non plus non minus quam pueri scse 
ihdentes cum simiis fine no tubus (guenon, a she monkey, in French) 
guibus ex una parte ciutri offirunt buccellum pomi vel partem nuc/s, 
A de altera da/it Mis nurqnes super natum. Narques 4 zargues 
■which before } in ch. xvii. Rabelais had coined into 1 couple of islands,, 
r» *) nonymouii to na2«rde, 
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pie 'em, dismember 'em, cut 'em, gut 'em, bo well 
'em, paunch 'em, thrash 'ein, slash 'em, gash 'em, 
chop 'em,, slice 'em, slit 'em, carve 'em, saw 'em, 
bethwack 'em, pare 'em, hack 'em, hew 'em, mince 
*em, flea 'em, * boil 'em, broil 'cm, roast 'em, 
toast 'em, bake 'em, fry 'em, crucify 'em, crush, 
'em, squeeze 'em, grind 'em, batter 'cm, burst 'em, 
quarter 'em, unlimb 'em, behump 'em, bethump 'em, 
belump 'em, belabour 'em, pepper 'em, spitchcock 
'em, and carbonade 'em on grid-irons, these wicked 
heretics ! decretalifuges, decretalicides, worse than 
homicides, worse than patricides, decrctalictiones of 
the devil of hell! 

As for yon other good people, I must earnestly 
pray and beseech you to believe no other thing, to 
think on, say, undertake, or do no other thing than 
what's contained in our sacred decretals, and their 
corollaries, this fine sex turn, these tine clcmentinae, 
these fine extravagantes. O deific books ! So shall 
yon enjoy glory, honour, exaltation, wealth, digni- 
ties, and preferments in this world ; be rcrered and 
dreaded by all, preferred, elected, and chosen above 
all men. 

For, there is,not under the cope of heaven a con- 
dition of men, out of which you'll find persons fitter 
to do and handle all things, than those who by divine 
prescience, eternal predestination, hare applied them-* 
selves to the study of the holy decretals. 

Would yon chuse a worthy emperor, a good cap- 
tain, a fit general in time of war, one that can well 
foresee all inconveniences, avoid all dangers, briskly 
and bravely bring his men on to a breach or attack, 
still be on sure grounds, always overcome without 
loss of his men, 'and know how to make a good use 
of bis victory ? n Take me a decretist— No, no, I 



* Boil 'em*'] Punishments then in fashion. Mat. Corderius, 
di. 49, n. 28, of his de corr. serm. emendatione ; They are going to 
execute Mm, i. e. to hang, or burn, or behead, or quarter, or boil him. 
Ad capital* supplieium perductus est. 
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What makes and daily increases the famous and 
celebrated patrimony of St. Peier in plenty of all tem- 
poral, corporeal, and spiritual blessings? The holy 
decretals. 

What made the holy apostolic see and pope of 
Rome, in all times, and at this present, so dreadful 
in the universe, that all kings, emperors, potentates, 
and lords, willing, nilling, must depend on him, hold 
of him, be crowned, confirmed, and authorized by 
him, come thither to strike sail, buckle,, and fall 
down before his holy slipper, whose picture you have 
seen ? The mighty decretals of God. 

I will discover you a great secret. . The universi- 
ties of your world have commonly a book, either 
open or shut, in their arms and devices : what book 
do you think it is ?< Truly, I do not know, an- 
swered Pantagruel ; I never read it. It is the de- 
cretals, said Homenas, without which the privileges 
of all universities would soon be lost. You must 
own, I have taught you this; ha, ha, ha, ha, ha! 

Here Homenas began to 1>elch, to fart, to funk, 
to laugh* to slaver, and to sweat ; and then he gave 
his huge greasy four-coroer'd cap to one of the lasses, 
who clapt it on her pretty head with a great deal of 
joy, after she had lovingly buss'd it, as a sure token 
that she should be first married. * Vvoat^ cry'd 
Epistemon, fifat, bibatypipat. 

apocalyptic secret, continued Homenas ! light, 
light, Clerica, light here t with double lanterns. 
Now for the fruit, virgins. 

1 was saying then, that giving yourselves thus 
wholly to the study of the holy decretals, you'll gain 
wealth and honour in this world : 1 add, that in the 



* Vivat, K fifat t pipat, btbat.'] Germanis vivere, b'ibere est, is tht 
saying in France, on occasion of this cry of (he Germans, which 
Epistemon pronounces after the German fashion. See Misson, lett. 
9, of his travels into Italy. i 

+ With double lanterns,"] Bring a couple of bumpers, (lam pet* 
in French) which equivocates to lanterns in sense. 
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next you'll infallibly be saved in the blessed king- 
dom of heaven, whose keys are given to our good 
God and decrctaliarch. O my good God, whom 1 
adore and never saw, by thy special grace open unto 
us, at the point of death at least, this most sacred 
treasure of our holy mother church, whose protec- 
tor, preserver, butler, chief larder, administrator, 
and disposer thou art ; and take care, I beseech thee, 
Oiord, that the precious works of supererogation, 
the goodly pardons, do not fail us in time of need : 
SO that the devils may not find an opportunity to 
gripe our precious souls, and the dreadful jaws of 
hell may not swallow us. If we must pass through 
purgatory, thy will be done. • It is in thy power to 
draw us out of it when thou pleasest. Here Homenas 
began to shed huge hot briny tears, to beat his 
breast, and * kiss his thumbs ki the shape of a cross. 



CHAP. UV, 

HOW HOMfcKAft GAVE 9 A KT AG RHH3E* SOW* BOff«€ffBM« 
TIAN FEARS. 

Epistemon, Friar John, aad Pannrge, seeing this 
doleful catastrophe, began, under the cover of their 
napkins, to cry, raeeow, meeow, maeow ; feigning 
to wipe their eyes all the wbilcas if they had wept. 
The wenches were doubly diligent, and brought 
brimmers of ■+ Clementine wine to 'every one, besides 

store 

* Kiss his thumbs in- the shape of a cross.] Allusion to what is 
anally done by bigots, whose devotion consists so essentially in kiss- 
ing the cross, that, in order to have a cross always at hand, they do 
£What ? carry their wiveswith them ? No] form a cross with their two 
thumbs, and m Jhat shape are continually lifting them to their mouths. 
In Languedoc they say of a man that bestirs him rigorously in an af- 
fair, and seems to have it at heart, he kisses his thumbs a-cross that it 
may succeed. 9 

f Clementine wine.] Clement the Vlh, who was of Bourdeaux, 

and 
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store of sweetmeats ; and thus the feasting was re* 
Tired. ' 

Before we arose from table, Homenas gave us a 
great quantity of fair large pears; saying, Here, m^ 
good friends, these are singular good pears; you'll 
find none such any where else, I dare warrant.* 
Every soil bears not every thing, you know ; India 
alone boasts black ebony ; the best incense is pro'- 
duced in Sabaea ; the sphragitid earth at + Lenin os : 
so this island is the only place where such fine pears 
grow. You may, if you please, make seminaries 
with their kernels in your country. 

I like their taste extremely, said Pantagrnel. If 
they were sliced, and put into a pan on the fire with 
wine and sugar, I fancy they would be very whole- 
some meat f for the sick, as Well as for the healthy. 
Pray what do you call them ? No otherwise than you 
have heard, replied Homenas. We are a plaift 
downright sort of people, Us God wchfld have it, an^ 
call figs, figs; plums, plums j and pears, peart* 
.Truly, said Pantagruel, if I live to gb home, (whi&i 
I hope will be speedily, God willing) Pll set ahft 
graff some in my garden in Tourame, by the batil& 
of the Loire, and wiH call them bon-christian tot 
good-christian pears : for I never saw better- chri&* 

C4 tian* 

i 

and under whose name the Clementines were compiled r had' planted in 
the territory of Pessac, a village within a league of Bourdeaux, s> 
vineyard, which still bears the name of that pope. See du Chesne's 
, antiquities of the cities, &c. 1.3* c. 2. But this is not what Rabelais 
has his eye to here. There is a great deal more likelihood: that he 
means wine of a certain growth, the tythe whereof had been granted 
to Homenas*s church by some Clementine. 

• Every soil, <fcc.] Nec verd terra ferre omnes omnia postunt, 
says Virgil,- L %. of his Georgics. And lower : 

■ Sola India nigrum 
Fert ebenttm, talis esi thurea virga Sabasis, 

• f Lemnos.] See Pliny, 1. 37, c. 8. 

J For the sick, as well as for tfte healthy.] Pliny, I. 28, c, 7, says, 
all pears- are heavy and hard of digestion, especially to unhealthy 
people;, but in the same chapter he excepts baked peajs. 
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He also caused the church box, for its repairs and 
fabric, to be quite filled with doubie crowns of gold ; 
and ordered nine hundred and fourteen angels to 
be delivered to each of the lasses, who had waited 
at table, to buy them husbands when they could get 
them. 



CHAP. LV. 

MOW PANT AG RUEL, BEING AT SEA, HEARD VARIOUS 
UNFROZEN WORDS. 

When we were at sea, junketting, tippling, dis- 
coursing, and telling stories, Pantagruei rose and 
stood up to lookout : then asked us, Do you hear 
nothing, gentlemen ? Methink I hear some peo- 
ple talking in the air, yet I can see nobody. Hark ! 
According to his command we listened, and with full 
oars sucked in the air, as some of you suck oysters, 
to find if we could hear some sound scattered through 
the sky ; and to lose none of it, like the emperor 
Antoninus, some of us laid their hands hollow next 
to their ears : but all this would not do, nor could 
we hear any yoice. Yet Pantagruei continued to 
"assure us he heard various voices in the air, some of 
men, and some of women. 

At last we began to fancy that we also heard 
something, or at least that our ears tingled ; and the 
- more we listened, the plainer we discerned the voices, 
so as to distinguish articulate sounds. This mightily 
frightened us, and not without cause; since we 
could see nothing, yet heard such various sounds and 
voices of men, womenr children, horses, &c. inso* 
much that Panurge cried out, Cods belly, there's no 
fooling with the devil ; we are all beshit, let's fly. 

C 5 There's 
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that there were several worlds, that touched eacfi 
other io an equilateral triangle ; in whose centre, he 
said, was the dwelling of truth : and that the words, 
ideas, copies, and images of all things past, and to 
come, resided there ; round which was the age : and 
that with success of time part of them used to fall on 
mankind, like rheum*- and mildews ; just as the dew 
fell on Gideon's fleece, till the age was. fulfilled. 

I also remember, continued he, that Aristotle af- 
firms Homer's word 8 to be flying, moving; and cob* 
sequently animated. Besides, *> Antiphaftes said, 
that Plato's philosophy was like words; which, befog 
spoken in some country- during a hard winter, ate 
immediately congealed, frozen up, and not heard: 
for what Plato taught young lads, could hardly be 
understood by them when they were grown old* Now, 
continued he, we should philosophize and search 
whether this be not the place wheve those words are 
thawed. 

You'd wonder very much, should this be the head 
and lyre of Orpheus. When the Thracian women 
had torn him to pieces, they threw his head and lyre 
into the river Hebrus ; down which they floated to 
the Euxine sea, as far as the island of Lesbos ; the- 
head continually uttering a doleful song, as it were, 
lamenting the death of Orpheus, and the lyre, with 
the wind's impulse^ moving its strings, and harmoni- 
ously accompanying the voice. Let's see if we can* 
not discover them hereabouts. 



C6 
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which made us all start. This was the report of a 
field -piece in its time,' cried friar John. 

Pan urge prayed Pantagruel to give him some more : 
bat Pantagruel told him, that to give words was the 
* part of a lover. Sell me some then, I pray you, 
cried Panurge. That's the part of a lawyer, rer 
•turned Pantagruel. I would sooner sell you silence, 
though at a dearer rate ; as Demosthenes formerly 
«old it by the means of his + argentangina, or silver 
squinsey. 

However, 

* The pari of a lover."] Verba dat omnis amans, says Ovid. 

f Argentangina.~\ M. du Chat taking no notice of this argentaft- 
§ina, any further than by referring to Erasmus's adages ; and the old 
Dutch scholiast saying only, that it was a distemper which 'Demost- 
henes was reproached with, when he declined speaking against the Mi- 
lesian ambassador's request; (see Au). Gel. 1. 2. r. 9.) I thought it 
might not be disagreeable to quote what Sartorius says upon this 
phrase, argentanginam patitur. y Apyvtxyyr> v 'B*ayjth such a one 
. labours under an argentangina. Hy heeft die gelt zucht, say the 
Hollanders ; i. e. he has (not the mully-grubs, but) the money-grubs, 
as near as 1 can make the English answeT to the Dutch. Gelt, every 
body knows is money, and zucht is properly a swelling caused by bad 
humours (gezwollenheyd outslaande uyt quaade vochtigheden.) So 
here, metaphorically, gelt-zucht is an ailment caused by money, which 
takes a man in (he mouth, and hinders him from speaking, as was the 
orator Demostheues's case, which gave occasion to this proverb : Na- 
tum a Demosthene, qui cum diei unius relicentiam Miles brum leea- 
(is viginti talentis vendidisset, hoc est, duodecim coronaiorttm 'm\lUtms t 
postero die prodiit in conchnem > cotlo tnulta lana obducio, ut qui an- 
ginam pateretur. Quidam verd e populo, cui simulaiio suboletat, ex- 
clamabat cum nan avfay^nv, sed *p f r vp<zyx v>% P at *' ^ autem fy- 
nanche+quod vulgo squinaniiam vocant. Demosthenes being bought off 
by the Milesian ambassadors, who had given him twenty talents, that 
is, twelve thousand crowns, for only one day's silence, the orator came 
next day into the senate-house, his neck muffled about with rollers, 
and his chin bolstered up with wool, as if he had a sore throat : but 
one of the assembly smelt a rat, and cried out, Demosthenes has not 
got a cold, but gold; as near as I can imitate the Greek pun. The 
Greeks have another proverb to the same purpose : B«f iZJt yXJtrlnc : 
Bos in lingua : he has an ox on his tongue. ( Hem is een stuck specks 
in de monl gemorpen, say the Dutch. Somebody has thrown a piece 
of bacon into his mouth ; when a man is bribed to be silent.) As for 
the ox on the tongue, the reader must know the Athenian coin was 
stamped with the figure of an ox. Plautus in Persa : boves hint hie' 
sunt in crumena, he has a pair of oxen in his purse. Such* therefore, 
as were corrupted into silence, were said to have an ox stamped on, 
their tongue : bovem in lingua habere. He has a bone in his mouth, 
say the French : il aunw dans la bouche. 



Digitized by Google 



Chap. LVII. OF RABELAIS. » 

Qut being thus obliged to go further in pilgrimage 
to her. 



CHAP. LVII. 

HOW PANTAGRUEL WENT ASHORE AT THE DWELLING-' 
OF G ASTER, THE FIRST * MASTER OF ARTS IN THE 
WORLD* 

That day Pantagruel went ashore in an island, 
. which, for situation and governor, may be said not to 
hare its fellow. When you just come into it, you 
find it rugged, craggy, barren, unpleasant to the 
eye, painful to the feet, and almost as inaccessible 
as the t mountain of Dauphine, which is somewhat 
like a toad-stool, and was never climbed, as any can 
remember, by any but J Doyac, who had the charge 
of king Charles the VHIth's train of artillery. 

This same Doyac, with strange tools and engines, 
gained that mountain's top, and there he found an old 
ram. It puzzled many a wise head to gness how it 

got 

*Matter qf Arts."] Alluding to the maguter artis, ingeniique lor- 
giior venter, of thejioet Persius. 

f Mountain of Dauphine.] This mountain is one df the four won- 
ders which Ixwiia XI. took notice of in Dauphine. It is within three 
leagues of Grenoble, going towards Embrun, near the Grande Char- 
treuse ; and being shaped like a pyramid reversed, it has got the name 
of inaccessible. 

J Doyac, tfc] John. The continuation of Monstrelet, fol. 209, 
calls hitn Doyae, and fol. 229, de Doyac ; but Scyssel calls him plain 
Oyac, which seems to suit best with the first condition of that man, 
who, from a hosier, as he was in Anvergne at Montferrant, the place 
of his birth, rose to be the chief favourite of Louis XL. See more of him, 
and of his fate, in Du Chat. But this was not the person that formed and 
executed the bold design of climbing the mountain in question ; it was 
one Damp Julian, a Lorrainer, a captain of Monteliinar, who,by means 
of engines he had contrived himself, climbed to the top of it the 26th 
of June, 1492. We are told this in the chevalier Bayard's fife, writ- 
ten by Symphorian Cham pier ; and the thing is yet more satisfactorily 
particularized in the registers of the parliament of Dauphine, which 
have been followed by Salvaing de Boissieuz, in the Latin poem he 
wrote to celebrate the wondertof this mountain. 
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He docs not hear : and, as the Egyptians said that 
Ilarpocrates, the god of silence, named * Sigalion in 
Greek, was as tome, that is, without a mouth ; so 
Gasta was created + without ears, ercn like the 
image of Jupiter in Candia. 

He only speaks by signs : but those signs are more 
readily obeyed by every one, than the statutes of 
senates, or commands of monarchs ; neither will 
he admit the least let or delay in his summons. You 
say, that when a lion roars, all the beasts at a consi- 
derable distance round about, as far as his roar can 
be heard, are seized with a shivering. This is writ- 
ten, 'tis true; I have seen it. 1 assure you, that at 
master G aster's command, the very heavens tremble, 
and all the earth shakes : his command is called, Do 
this or die. Needs must when the devil drives ; 
there's no gainsaying of it. 

The pilot was telling us how, on a certain time, 
after the manner of the members that mutinied against 
the belly, as iEsop describes it, the whole kingdom 
of the X Somates went off into a direct faction against 
Gaster, resolving to throw off his yoke : but they 
toon found their mistake, and most humbly sub* 
mitted ; for otherwise they had all been famished. 

What company soever he is in, none dispute with 
him for precedence or superiority; §he still goes 
first, though kings, emperors, or even the pope, were 
there. So he held the first place at the council of 
Basle ; though some will tell you, that the council 
was tumultuous, by the contentions and ambition of 
many for priority. 



* SigaUon.'] Auson, Ep. 25, v. 27. 

Aut tua Sigalwn jEgyptius oscula signet. 

f Without ears.'] See Plutarch in the same discourse. 

f Somales.] From crufAX, the body. Now the author s mak,ei a 
kingdom of it, where lives Messer Gasler (a Greek word likewise, sig- 
nifying the belly, stomach, and paunch.) 

5 He still goes first.] The belly will be foremost especially if itjk 
more than ordinary large send prom nent« 
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Every one is busied, and labours to serve him ; 
and indeed, to make amends for this, he does this 
good to mankind, as to invent for them all arts, 
machines, trades, engines, and crafts : he even in. 
strucls brutes in arts which are against their nature, 
making poets of ravens, jackdaws, chattering jays, 
parrots and starlings, and poetresses of magpies, 
teaching them to utter human languages, speak and 
sing ; and all for the gut. He reclaims and tamef 
eagles, gerfaulcons, faulcons gentle, sakersr, lanniers, 
gosse-hawks, spar-hawks, merlins, hagards, pas. 
sengcrs, wild rapacious birds ; so that setting them- 
free in the air, whenever he thinks fit, as high and 
as long as he pleases, he keeps them suspended, 
straying, flying, hovering and courting him above 
the clouds : then on a sudden he makes them stoop, 
and come down amain from heaven next to the 
ground ; and all for the gut. 

Elephants, Hons, rhinocerotes, bears, horses, mares, 
and dogs, he teaches to dance, prance, vault, fight, 
swim, hide themselves, fetch and carry what he 
pleases ; and all for the gut. 1 

Salt and fresh. water fish, whales, and the mon- 
filters of the main, he brings up from the bottom of 
the deep ; wolves he forces out of the woods, bears 
out of the rocks, foxes out of their holes, and ser- 
pents out of the ground ; and all for the gut. 

In short, he is so unruly, that in his rage he de- 
vours all men and beasts : as was seen * among the 
Vascons, when Q. Me tell us besieged them in the 
Sertorian wars ; among the Saguntines besieged by 
Hannibal ; among the Jews besieged by the Romans, 



.Says Juvenal, saUAS.See Floras, 1. 3,.c»$2. and Val. Max. 1. 7, c, 6» 



and 



* Among the Vascons, 4c] 



' Sed qui mordere cadaver 
Suslinuit ■ 

Vascones t utfama est, elbnentis taUbus tui 
Produxere animas, 
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and six hundred more ; and all for the gut. Wheu 
his regent Penia takes a progress, wherever she, 
mores, all senates are shut up, all statutes repealed, 
* all orders and proclamations Tain : she knows, 
obeys, and has no law. All shun her, in every 
place chusing rather to expose themselves to ship* 
wrecks at sea, and venture through fire, rocks, caves 
*nd precipices, than be seized by that most dreadful 
• tormentor. 



now, AT THE COURT OF THE MASTER OF INGENUITY, 
PANTAGRUEL DETESTED THE ENGASTRYM YTHE8 AND 
THE OASTR0LATER8. 

At the court of that great master of ingenuity, 
Pantagruel observed two sorts of troublesome and t 
too officious apparitors, whom he very much detested. 
The first were called Engastrimythes ; the others, 
Gastrolaters. 

The first pretended to be descended of the ancient 
race of J Eurycles ; and for this brought the au- 
thority of Aristophanes, in his comedy called The 
Wasps : whence of old they were called Euryclians, 
as § Plato writes, an4 Plutarch in his book of the 
cessation of oracles. In the holy decrees, 26 qu. 3, 
they are styled Ventriloqui ; and the same name is> 
given them in Ionian by Hippocrates, in his fifth 
book of epid. as men who speak from the belly. 
Sophocles calls them Sternomantes. These were 



• AU orders, &c. vain,] Necessity has no law, as the proverb say?. 

+ Too officious apparitors. \ Servants, incommodious to Gaster 
their master, by preventing him in all his appctities. See Cel. 
•Rhodig. I. 9, c. 13. of his ancient reading*. 

| Evrycles,] The name of an Etigasirimuthe in Aristophanes** 
comedy of the Wasps. 

§ Plata.] In his dialogue entitled the Sophist. 
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louring, grim, dogged, demure and crabbed; all idle, 
mortal foes to business, spending half their time in 
sleeping, and the rest in doing nothing, a rent- 
charge and dead unnecessary weight on the earth, as 
Hesiod saith ; afraid, as we judged, of offending or 
lessening their paunch. Others were masked, dis- 
guised, and so oddly dressed, that it would have done 
you good to have seen them. ' 

There's a saying, and several ancient * sages 
write, that the skill of nature appears wonderful in 
the pleasure which she seems to have taken in the 
configuration of sea-shells, so great is their variety in 
figures, colours, streaks, and imitable shapes. I pro- 
test the variety we perceived in the dresses of the 
gastrolatrous coqui lions was not less. They all 
owned Gaster for their supreme God, adored him as 
a God, offered him sacrifices as to their omnipotent 
Deity, owned no other God, served, loved, and ho. 
n on red him above all things. 

You would have thought that the holy apostle 
spoke of those, when he said, Phil. chap. 8. Many 
walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell 
you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross 
of Christ : whose end is destruction, whose God is 
their belly. Pantagruel compared them to the 
cyclops Polyphemus, whom + Euripides brings in 
speaking thus : I only sacrifice to myself (not to the 
'gods) and to this belly of mine, the greatest of all 
th£ gods. 



* Sages.] Sec Pliny, 1. 9, c. 33. 

f Euripides,] In his tragedy of the Cyclops. See flutarch in cti- 
«ttion of oraclei. 
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OF THE RIDICULOUS STATUE MANDUCE ; AND HOW, 
AND WHAT THE GASTROLATERS SACRIFICE TO THEIR 
VENTRIPOTENT GOD. 

While we fed our eyes with the sight of the 
phyzzes and actions of these lounging gulli-gutted 
Gastrolaters, we on a sudden heard the sound of a 
musical instrument called a bell ; at which all of 
them placed themselves in rank and file, as for some 
mighty battle, every one according to his office, de- 
gree and seniority.^ 

In this order, they moved towards master Gastcr, 
after a plump, young, lusty gorbellied fellow, who, 
on a long staff, fairly gilt, carried a wooden statue 
grossly carved, and as scurvily daubed over with paint; 
such a one as * Plautus, Juvenal, and Pomp. Pes- 
tus describe it. At Lyons, during the carnaval, 'tis 
called Maschecrouste, or + Gnaw crust ; they call 
this Manduce. 

It was a monstrous, ridiculous, hideous figure, fit 
to fright little children : its eyes were bigger than 
its belly, and its head larger than all the rest of its 
body ; well mouth-cloven, however, having agoodly 
pair of wide, board jaws, lined with two" rows of 
teeth, upper tier and under tier, which, my the ma- 



* Plautus, ^c] Plautus in-his comedy of the Cable 5 Juheval, 
Sat. and Pompon. Festus, 1. xi. 

•f Gnaw crust.] They don't now carry it about at Lyons, though 
they still talk of it there, and frighten their children with threatning td 
throw them to Masche-croute, to be devoured by him. If it is true, 
as is affirmed, that in several places of Flanders they call Kermes such 
another image, which is carried about on flesh-days, it must be on ac- 
count of the terrible snapping noise, made by the jaws of that statue 
when they are moved; since in Holland, they also call Kermes th« 
din and tumultuous noise, which runs through all fairs, where 'tis hardly 
possible to hear one another speak. 
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gic of a small twine hid in the hollow part of the 
golden staff, were made to clash, clatter, and rattle 
dreadfully one against another ; as they do at Metz 
with * St. Clement's dragon. 

Coming near the.Gastrolaters, I saw they were 
followed by a great number of fat waiters and ten- 
ders, laden with baskets, dossers, hampers, dishes, 
wallets, pots and kettles. Then under the conduct 
of Manduce, and singing I don't know what dithy- 
rambics, crepalocomes, and epenons, opening their . 
baskets and pots, they offered their God, 

White hippocras, with Soft bread. 

dry toasts. Houshold bread. 

White bread. Capirotadoes. 

Brown bread. Cold loins of yeal, with 
Carbonadoes, six sorts. spice. 

Brawn. Zinziberine. 

Sweet-breads. Beatille pies. 
Fricassees, nine sorts. . Brewess. 

Monastical brewess. Marrow-bones, toast and 
Grayy soupe* cabbage. 

Hotch-pots. Hashes. 

Eternal drink intertnixed. Brisk delicate white- 
wine led the Tan ; claret and champaign followed, 
cool, nay, as cold as the very ice, I -say ; filled and 
offered in large silver cups. Then they offered, 
Chitterlings garnished 

with mustard. Hung-beef. 
Sausages. Chines and pease. 

Neats tongues. Hog's haslets. 

Scotch 

* Clement's dragon,] The people call it graulli, either from the 
German word greidich, horrible, terrible, or rather corruptly for gar- 
gouilU 9 (which see explained elsewhere.) The image is carried in 
profession on St; Mark's day. and during the rogation week : but this 
not being the same figure Rabelais saw, the jaws of the graulli have 
now no motion. Only, on the end of his tongue, which is of iron, is 
fixed a small white loaf, which, together with as many more as each 
baker furnishes, before whose stall the procession pas es, makes up the 
stipend or salary of the poor roan who car lies the graulli. 

1 
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Scotch- collops. 
Puddings, 
Carvelats. 
Bolonia sausages. 
Hams. 

All this associated with sempiternal liquor, 
they housed within his muzzle, 



Brawn heads. 
Powdered venison, with 

turnips. 
Pickled olives. 



Them 



Legs of mutton with 

shallots. 
Ollas. 

Lumber pies, with hot 
sauce. 

Ribs of pork with onion 
sauce. 



Peacocks. 
Storks. 
Woodcocks. 
Snipes. 
Hortolans. 

Turkey cocks, hen tur- 
keys, and turkey poots. 



Roast capons, basted with v Stock doves, and wood- 



their own dripping. 
Caponets. 
Caviar and toast. 
Fawns, deer. 
Hares, leverets. 
Partridges, and young 

partridges. 
Plovers. 
Dwarf-herons. 
Teals. 
Duckers. 
Bitterns. 
Shovelers. 
Curlews. 
Wood-hens. 
Coots, with leeks. 
Fat kids. 

Shoulders of > mutton, 

with capers. 
Sir-loins of beef. 
Breasts of veal. 
Phesants, and phesant 

poots. 

J 



culvers. 
Pigs, with/wine sauce. 
Black-birds, owsels, and 

rayles. 
Moor-bens. 

Bustards, and bustard 

poots. 
Fig- peckers. 
Young Guinea hens. 
Flemmings. 
Cignets. 

A reinforcement of vine- 
gar intermixt. 
Venison pasties. 
Lark-pies. 
Dormice-pies. 
Cabrctto- pasties. 
Roe-buck pasties. 
Pigeon- pies. 
Kid-pasties. 
Capon-pies. 
Bacon-pies. 
Souced hogs-feet. 

Fry'd 
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Fry'd pasty«crust» Mavises. 
Forced capons. Grouses. 
Parmesan cheese. Turtles* 
Red and pale hippocras. Doe-conies. 
Gold-peaches. Hedgehogs. 
Artiehokes. Snytes. 
Dry and wet sweetmeats. Then large puffs. 
. 78 sorts. Thistle-finches. 
Boiled hens, and fat ca- Whore's farts. 

pons marinated. Fritters. 
Pullets with eggs. Cakes, sixteen sorts* 

Chickens. Crisp wafers. 

Rabbits, and sucking Quince tarts. 

rabbits. Cords and cream. 

Quails, and young quails. Whipp'd cream. 
Pigeons, squobbs, and Pceser? 'd mycabolans* 

squeakers. GeHie*. 
Qerons, and young he- Welch barrapyclids. 

rons. Macaroons. 
Fieldfares. Tarts, twenty sorts. 

Olives. Lemon-cream, Rasberry- 

Thvushe». cream, &c. 

Young sea-rareas. Comfits, 100 colours. 

Geese, goslins. Cream-wafers. 
Queests. Cream-cheese. 
Widgeons. 

Vinegar brought up the rear to wash the mouth, 
and for fear of the squinsy : also toasts to acower the 
grinders. 



CHAP. LX. 

WHAT THE GASTR0LATER3 SACRIFICED TO THEIR 00» 
ON INTERLARDED FISH- DATS. 

Pantagru$l did not like this pack of rascally 
scoundrels, with their manifold kitchen sacrifices, 
Vol* IV. D and 
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and would hare been gone, had not Epistemon pre- 
vailed with him to stay and see the end of the farce. 
He then asked the skipper ? what the idle lobcocks 
used to sacrifice to their gorbellied god on interlarded 
fish-days? For his first .course, said the skipper, 
they give him : 

aiders) asparagus, wood*, 
bind, and a world of 
others. 
Red herrings. 
Pilchards. 
Anchovies. 
Fry of tunny. 
* Cauliflowers. 



Caviar. 
Botargoes. - 
Fresh butter. 
Pease soup. 
Spinage. 

Fresh herrings, full-roed. 
Sal lads, a hundred varie- 
ties, of cresses, sodden 



hop - tops, bishops- + Beans, 
cods, cellery, sives, Salt salmon, 
rampions, jew's ears, Pickled griggs. 
(a sort of mushrooms Oysters in the shelL 
that sprout out of old 

Then he must drink, or the devil would gripe him 
at the throat : this therefore they take care to pre- 
vent, and nothing's wanting. Which being done, 
they give him lampreys with hippocras sauce : 
Gurnards. Maids. 
Salmon trouts. Plaice. 
Barbels, great and small. Fry'd oysters. 
Roaches. Cockles. 
Cockrells. Prawns. 
Minews. Smelts. 
Thornbacks. Rock-fishr 
Sleeves. - Gracious lordg. 

Sturgeons. Sword-fish. 
Sheath-fish. Skate-fish. 
Mackerels. Lamprills. 

Jegs. 

* Cauliflowers, .] Not mere cauliflowers* ^hut -emb 9 olif t i. e. with 
oil. See this explained before, in ch. 32. 

f Beans.] It is iwt plain beans in Rabelais, but sagrenees cfe 
febues, which Cotgrave says is a porridge, ormeis of beans, sallad oil, 
and some verjuice or vimegar. 



Digitized by Google 



€hup. LX. 



OP RABELAIS. 



Jegs. 
Pickerells. 
Golden carps. 
Burbates. 
Salmons. 
Salmon-peels, 
Dolphins. 
Bam trouts. 
Miller's thumbs, 
PreckF. 
Bret-fish. 
Flounders. 
Sea-nettles. 
Mullets. 
Gudgeons. 
Dabs, and tatidings. 
Haddocks. 
Carps. 
Pykes. 
Botitoes. 
Rochets. 
Sea-bears. 
Sharplings. 
Tunnies. 
Silver eels. 
Cheyins. 
Cray-fish. 
Pal I ours. 
Shrimps. 
Congers. 
Porpoises. * 



Craylings. 

Smys. 
Turbots. 

Trouts,, not abore afoot 

long. 
Salmons. 
iVIcagers. 
Sea-breams. 
Halibuts. 
Sole*.. 

Dog's tongue, or kind 

fooL 
IVIuscles. , 
Lobsters. 
Crreat prawns. 
Dace. 
Bleaks. 
Tenches* 
Ombers. 
Fresh-cods. 
Dried-melwells. 
Dare fish. 

Fausens, and griggp. 
Eel pouts. 



Tortoises. 

Serpents, I. e. -wood- 
cols 
Dorees. 
Moor-game. 
Pearches. 
Loaches. 
Crab-fish. 

Shads. Snails, and whelks. 

JVf urenes, a sort of lam- Frogs, 
preys. 

If, when he had crammed all this down his guttu- 
ral trap-door, he- did not immediately make the fish 
D % swim 
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Swim again in his paunch, death 
in a trice. Special care is taken 
ship with vine-tree sirup. TJ 
him, haberdincs, poor-jack, m 
mashed, &c. 

Eggs fry'd, beaten, but- Sto< 
ter'd, poach'd, harden'd, G re 
boiPd, broil'd, stew'd, Sea- 
slic'd, roasted in the Cod 
embers, toss'd in the Sea- 
chimney, &c. 

Which to concoct and digest 
negar is multiplied. For the lat 
crifices they offer, 
Rice milk, and hasty Figs. 

pudding. Almon 
Butter'd wheat, and Skirrel 

flummery, White- 
Watergruel, and milk Raisin! 

porridge. Dates. 
Frumenty, and bony- Chesti 

claber. Filberl 
Stew'd prunes, and Parsni] 

bak'd bullace. Artich 
Pistachoes, or fistic-nuts. 

Perpetuity of soaking wit 

'Twas none of their fault, I'll 
same god of theirs was not publi 
plentifully served in his sacrifk 
Hcliogobalus's idol ; nay, more 
Dragon in Babylon under king Bi 
tcr had the manners to own t 
but a poor, vile, wretched crcati 
Antigonus, first of the name, wl 
tus, (as poets will flatter, especia 

* Antigonus } &cf] See Plutarch is his 
treatise of Isis and Osiris. 
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of his fustian dubb'4 him a God, and made the suit 
adopt him for his son, said to him ; My lysanophore, 
(or, in plain English, my groom of the close-stool) 
can give thee the lie ; so master Gaster , very civHly 
used to send back his bigoted worshippers to his 
close-stool, to see, smell, taste, philosophise, and 
examine what kind of divinity they could pick out 
of his sir-reverence. 



CHAP.LXL 

/ HOW G ASTIR INTENT ID MEANS TO GST AKD F&CSBtVfc 

CORN. 

Thosb gastrolatrons hobgoblins being withdrawn, 
Pantagruel carefully minded the famous master of 
^ arts, Gaster. You know that, by the institution of 

nature, breatd has been assigned him for provisio* 
and food ; and that, as an addition to this Messing, 
lie should never want the means to get bread. 

Accordingly, from the beginning he ia rented the , 
smith's art, and husbandry to manure the ground, that 
it might yield him corn : he invented arms, and the 
-art of war, to defend corn ; physic and astronomy, 
with other parts of mathematics, which might be use- 
ful to keep corn a great number of years in safety 
from the injuries of the air, beasts, robbers, and 
purloiners : he invented water, wind, and hand- 
mills, and a thousand other engines to grind corn, 
and turn it into meal ; leaven to make the dough feiu 
ment, and the use of salt to give it a savour ; for he 
knew that nothing bred more . diseases than heavy, 
unleavened, unsavoury bread. 

He found a way to get (ire to bake it ; hour- 
glasses, dials, and clocks to mark the time of its 
D3 bakings 
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baking ; and, as some count rie 
trivcd means to convey it out 
another. 

He had the wit to pimp for 
mals of different species, that 
for the generation of a third 
more strong and fit for hard i 
two. He invented carts and 
along with greater ease : and, 
dered his progress, he devised t 
(to the astonishment of the c 
over to barbarous, unknown, i 
thence to bring, or thither to c 

Besides, seeing that, when hi 
some years the corn perished i 
due season, in others rotted, c 
excess, sometimes spoiled by 
in the ear, or beaten dow n by s 
was destroyed on the ground ; 
since the days of yore, he h; 
conjure the rain down from h 
ting certain grass, common ei 
known to very few, some of 
us. I took it to be the same 
whose boughs being dipped by 
+ Agrian fountain, on the 
Arcadia, in time of drought, 
gathered into clouds, and thei 
that kindly moistened the whe 

*■ Eat by worms in the ear.] F.grem 
•orn, from the ear : so les vent egrenuien 
shaken out by the winds. Mr. MotN 
translates it as if it were iers , worms ; b 
to all the old editions. Worms {vert) c 
the corn ; but winds (vents) egrenent les < 
the ear. 

•f- Adrian fountain.'] Read the foi 
JLeonicus, 1.1. c. 67. of his various hi 
dies, this fountain is called 'Ayi&i an 
likewise has cajled it Aijuo. 
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Our master of arts was also said to have found a 
"way to keep the rain up in the air, and make it fall * 
into the sea ; also to annihilate the hail, sur press' the 
winds* and remove storms as the * Mathanensians 
of Trcezene used to do. And as in the fields thieves 
and plunderers sometimes stole, and took by force 
the corn and bread which others had toiled to get, 
he invented the art of building towns, forts, and Cast- 
ries, . to hoard and secure that staff of life. On the 
other hand, finding none in the fields,, and hearing 
that it was hoarded up and secured in towns, forts, 
and castles, and watched with more care than ever 
were the golden pippins of the Hesperides, he turned 
engineer, and found ways to beat, storm, and demo- 
lish forts and castles, with machines and warlike 
thunderbolts, battering rams, batists, and catapults, 
whose shapes were shown us, not over- well under- 
stood by our engineers, architects, and other dis- 
ciples of Vitruvius \ as master Philebert de l'Orme 
+ king Megistus's principal architect has owned 
to us. 

And seeing that , sometimes all these tools of de* 
struction were baffled by the cunning subtilty or the 
subtle cunning (which you please) of fortifiers, he 
lately invented cannons, field -pieces, culver ins, mor- 
tar-pieces, basilisks, murdering instruments that 
dart iron; leaden and brazen balls, some of them out- 
weighing huge anvils. This by the means of a most 
dreadful powder, whose hellish compound and effect 
Has even amazed nature, and made her own herself 
out-done by. art ; the % Oxydracian thunders, hails, 
D 4 and 

• Matkanervians.] This is taken from the same work of Nicholas 
L'eonicus, 1. 2, c. 38. See Paasanias's corinthiacs. 

f King Megistut, fa."] Henry II. in whose reign Philebert de 
POfme was architect and intendant of the building*, as he continued 
to be under the kings Francis II. and Charles IX. The different 
works of this ingenious Lyonnois were printed in fol. in 1569,~at Paris, 
by Frederic Moral. 

t Oxydracian, &c] See ApoJloniiw'i iife by Phiio«tnUu% 
t 8, c. 14. * 
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and storms, by which the peop 
mediately destroyed their enem 
but mere potguns to these. Fo 
guns, when used is * more drea 
more diabolical, and maims, t 
mows down, sweeps away mor 
greater consternation and desti 
drcd thunderbolts. 



CHAP. LX 

MOW G ASTER INVENTED AN Al 
HURT OR TOUCHED BY CA] 

G aster having secured hiras 
within strong holds, has sometim 
enemies ; his fortresses, by thi 
curst instrument, levelled and d< 
beloved corn and bread snatche 
and sacked by a tyrannic force 
sought means to preserve his w 
piers, and sconces from cannon 
the bullets from hitting him, sto 
flight, or at least from doing him 
walls any damage. He shewec 
which has been since used by F 
common among the pastimes an 
Hons of the Thelemites. I'll tell ] 
work, and pray for the future be 
to believe what Plutarch affirms t 
pose a herd of goats were all sc 
devil drove 'em, do but put a b 

* More dreadful, &c] Polydore Virgil 
self much after the same manner, iu his Irea 
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mouth of the hindmost nanny, and they will ail 
stop stock still, in {be time you can tell three. 

ThusGaster, having caused a brass faulcon to be 
charged, with a sufficient quautity of gunpowder, wejl 
(purged from its sulphur, and curiously made up wit^ 
.tine cam ph ire ; he then had a suitable ball put into 
the piece, with twenty four little pellets like hail 
shot, some round, some pearl fashion: then taking 
his aim, and levelling it at a page of his, as if ho 
would have hit him on the. breast ; about sixty strides 
off the piece, half way between it and, (he ( page in fi 
right line, he hanged .on a, gibbet by a rope a veiy 
.large siderite, or iron-like stone, otherwise callefl 
iherculean, formerly found on Ida in Phrygia by one 
Magnes, as * Njcander writes, and commonly called 
- load -s tone : then he gave fire to the prime on the 
.piece's touch+hole, which in an instant consuming 
.the powder, the baJl and hail-shot were with incre- 
dible violence and swiftness hurried out of the gun at 
its muzzle, that the air might penetrate, to its cham- 
ber, where otherwise would have been a vacunnx; 
which nature abhors so much, that this universal 
machine, heaven, air, land, and sea would sooner re- 
turn, to the primitive chaos, then admit the least void 
any where. Now the ball and small shot, which 
threatened the page with no less than quick destruc- 
tion, lost their impetuosity, and remained suspended 
and hovering round the stone ; nor did any of them , 
-notwithstanding the fury with which they rushed, 
reach the page. 

Master Gaster could do more than all this yet,. if 
you'll believe ae: for he invented, a way how to 
• cause bullets to fly backwards, and recoil on tho^e 
.that sent 'em, with as great a force, and in the very 
numerical parallel for which the guns:- were planted. 
And indeed, why should he have thought thisdif- 
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whatsoever ; arid an cchigeis or rcmora, a silly weakly 
fish, in spite of all the winds that blow from the 32 
points of the compass, will in the midst of a hurri- 
cane make you the biggest first rate remain stock still 
as if she were becalmed, or the blustering tribe had 
blown their last : nay, and with the flesh of that fish, 
preserved with salt, you may fish • gold out of the 
deepest well that was ever sounded with a plummet ; 
for it will certainly draw up the precious metal. + 
Since, as Democritus affirmed^ and Theophrastus be- 
lieved and experienced, that there was an herb at 
whose single touch an iron wedge, tho' never so far 
driven into a huge log of the hardest wood that is, 
would presently come out : and 'tis this same herb 
your hickways, alias woodpeckers, use, when with 
some mighty ax any one stops up the hole of their 
nests, which they industriously dig and make in the 
trunk of some sturdy tree. Since stags and hinds, 
when deeply wounded with darts, arrows, and bolts, 
if they do but meet the herb called dittany, w hich is 
common in Candia, and eat a little of it, presently the 
shafts came out, and all's well again : even as kind 
Venus cured her beloved by-blow iEneas, when he 
was wounded on the right thigh with an arrow by 
Juturna, Turnus's sister. Since the very wind of 
laurels, fig-trees, or sea calves, makes the thunder 
sheer off, insomuch that it never strikes them. Since 
at the sight of a ram, mad elephants recover their 
former senses. Since mad bulls coming near wild fig 
trees, called caprificii, grow tame, and will not budge 
a foot, as if they had the cramp. Since the veno- 
mous rage of vipers is assuaged if you but touch them 
with a beechen bough. Since also j Euphorian 



* Gold, Sec] See Pliny, 1. 9, c. 25. 

•f Since Democritus, &-c] Though Democritus was reckoned by- 
Pliny to be a great liar, yet in tlie point before us, Theophrastus, w ho- 
is one of Pliny's heroes, gives full credit to Deinocritu^s assertion* 
See Pliny for all or most of these particulars. 



writes, 



1 Muphorion.] See^Elian, 1 11, c. 33. 
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writes, that in the isle of Samos, before Juno's tem- 
ple was built there, he has seen some beasts called 
neades, whose voice made the neighbouring places 
gape and sink into a chasm and abyss. In short, 
since elders grow of a more pleasing sound, and fitter 
to make flutes, in such places where the crowing of 
' cocks is not heard, as the ancient sages have writ, 
and Theophrastus relates : as if the crowing of acock 
dulled, flattened, and perverted the wood of the 
elder, as it is said to astonish and stupify with Jear 
that strong and resolute animal, a lion. I know that 
some have understood this of wild elder, that grows 
so far from towns or villages, that the crowing of 
cocks cannot reach near it ; and doubtless that sort 
ought to be preferred to the stenching common 
elder, that grows about decayed and ruined places : 
but others have understood this in a higher sense, not 
literal, but allegorical, according to the method of 
the * Pythagoreans : as when it was said that Mer- 
cury's statue could not be made of every sort of 
wood to which sentence they gave this sense ; that 
God is not to be worshipped in a vulgar form, but in 
a chosen and religious manner. In the same manner 
•by this elder, which grows far from places where 
cocks are heard, the ancients meant, that the wise 
and studious ought not to give their minds to trivial 
or vulgar music, but to that which is celestial, divine, 
angelical, more abstracted, and brought from remoter 
parts, that is, from a region where the crowing of 
cocks is not heard : for, to denote a solitary and un- 
frequented place, we say, cocks are never heard to 
crow there. 

D 6 CHAP. 

* Pythagoreans,"] Pythagoras used to say, allegoricaNy,tbat all tort* 
of wood ought not to be employed indifferently in making Mercury's 
statue : which has been explained by Apaleius, in his first apology for 
magic ; by Alex, ab Alex. 1, 4, c. 12, of his genial days ; and by 
Erasmus, in his adages. 
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CHAP. LXI 

HOW PANTAGRUEL FELL ASLEEP 
CHANEPH, AND OF THE PROBJ 
SOLVED WHEN HE WAKED. 

The next day merrily pursu 
came in sight of the island < 
Pantagruel's ship could not ai 
ping about, and then failing us 
calmed, and could hardly gef a 
from starboard to larboard, £ 
star board 3 though to our sails 
biers. 

With this accident we were 
ping, drooping, mctagrabolizet 
the mire, in C sol fa ut flat, 
hinges, and I don't know howi 
speak one single syllable to eac 

Pantagrucl was taking a nap, 
ding on the quarter deck, by th 
liodorus in his hand ; for still 
sleep + better by book than by 

Epistemon was" conjuring, 
know what latitude we were in. 

Friar John was got into the 
Sng, by the ascendant of the spit; 
of ragousfs and fricassees, wha 
then be. 

Pan urge (sweet baby !) held ; 

* Chavep't.] It means hypocri-y, in 
tliis island, Rabelais places a sort of pre 
mortified exterior, concealed, according tc 
indiscretions. 

f Belter by book, &e.~\ He chose rath 
absolutely to do ootmng. 
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lion, alias ifeemp, next his tongue, and with it made 

;/ pretty bubbles and bladders. 

Gymnast was making tooth pickers with leodsk. 

j Pooocrates, dozing, dozed, and dreaming, dream- 

ed ; tickled himself to make himself laugh, and 

! with one finger scratched his noddle where it did not 

! itch. 

Carpalira, with a nut- shell, and a trencher of 
verne, [that's a card in Gascony] was -making a 

I pretty little merry windmill, eutting the card long* 

ways v into four slips, and fastening them with a pin 

* to the convex of the nut, and its concave to the tared 

side of the gunnel of the ship. 

E as then os, bestriding one of the guns, was play- 
ing on it with his fingers, as if it had been a trump-* 
marine. 

Rhizotomus, with the soft coat of a field tor- 
toise, alias yclepeda mole, was making him self a vel- 
ret pu/se. 

Xenomanes was patching up an old weather-beaten 
lantern, with a hawk's jesses. 

Our pilot (good man !) was palling maggots out of 
4he seamen's noses. 

At last Friar John, returning from the forecastle, 
perceived that Pantagruel was awake. Then break- 
ing this obstinate silence, he briskly and cheerfully 
asked him how a man should kill time, and raise good 
weather? during a calm at sea ? 

Panurge, whose belly thought his throat cut, 
backed the' motion presently, and asked for a pill to 
purge melancholy. 
| Epistetnon also<came on, and asked how a man 

might be ready to bepUs himself with laughing, when 
•he has- no heart to be merry ? 

Gymnast, arising, demanded a remedy for a dim- 
ness of eyes ? 

Ponocrates,aftejrhe had a while rubbed his noddle, 
1 and 
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and shaked his ears, asked, how 
dog-sleep ? Hold, cried Panta 
pate tics have wisely made a rule, 
questions and doubts, which are oi 
eught to be certain, clear and intel 
you mean by * dog's-slcep? I mcai 
crates, to sleep fasting in the sun a 
dogs do. 

Rhizotomus, who lay stooping c 
his drowsy head, and lazily yav 
sympathy, set almost every one 
yawning too : then he asked for 
oscitations and gapings. 

Xenomanes, half puzzled, and 
ramping his antiquated lantern, as 
of the stomach might be so well ba 
ed from the keel to the main hatch 
stowed, that our human vessels mi 
•wait, but well trimmed, and stiff': 

Carpalim, twirling his diminutr 
how many motions are to be felt i 
gentleman may be said to be hungr 

Eusthenes, hearing them talk, I 
decks, and from the caps tern ealle 
a man that's fasting, bit by a sci 
is in greater danger of death, th 
serpent have eat their breakfasts! 
fasting-spittle is poisonous to serp 
creatures ? 

One single solution may serve 
blems, gentlemen, answered Pai 
single medicine for all such sympt 
My answer shall bcshort ? not to t 

* Dog's-skep.] In Oudin's dictionary, ' 
a dog, is to sleep indifferently at all hour*, aru 
+ A ycavninv, ice.] Osatante uno y deim 
J A man^s fasti ne-spitlk.] See Aristotl 
- and Pliny, 1.7, c/fc 
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needless train of pedantic cant. * The belly has no 
ears, nor is it to be filled with fair words : you shall 
be answered to content by signs and gestures. As 
formerly at Rome, Tarquin the proud, its last king, 
sent an answer by signs to his son Sextus, who was 
among the Gabii, (at Gabii.) (Saying this, he 
pulled the string of a little bell, and friar John hur- 
ried away to the cook-room.) % The son haying sent 
his father a messenger, to know how he might bring 
the Gabii (Gabint) under a close subjection ; tl» 
king, mistrusting the messenger, made him no an* 
swer, and only took him into his privy garden, and 
in his presence, with his sword, lopt off the heads of 
the tall poppies that were there. The express re- 
turned without any other dispatch : yet ha?ing re* 
lated to the prince what he had seen his father do, 
he easily understood that by those signs he advised 
him to cut off the heads of the chief men in the 
town, the better to keep under the rest of the 
people. / 



HOW PANTAGRUEL GAVE NO ANSWER TO THE PRO*. 
LBMS. 

Pantagruel then asked, what sorts of people 
dwelled in + that damn'd island ? They are, anv 
• swered Xenomanes, all J hypocrites, holy moun- 
tebanks, 

* 77w? belly], Vestomach qffamt. A hungry stomach has no ears, 
•aid Cato the censor, in one of his speeches to the Roman people. 
$ee his life in Plutarch. 

f That damn'd island.] Isle de ckien, in Rabelais. On which 
M. du Chat says, CKenne cPJsle (Bitchington island, if you will,) 
island of people who bark at and bite all the world, as curst curs do. 

% Hypocrites.] Add hydropics, puft op with a falte opinion, of 
their own sanctity. 
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tebanks, tumblers of beads, mumbjlcrs of Ai 
spiritual comedians, sham saiuts, hermits, a] 
poor rogues, who, like the hermit of 
between Blaye and Bourdcaux, live whollj 
given them by passengers. Catch me the; 
can, cried Panurgc; may the devil's head ( 
jure my bum-gut into a pair of bellows, if 
find me among them. Hermits, sham sain 
forms of mortification, holy mountebanks 
in tne name of your father Satan, get o 
sight: when the devil's a hog, you shall c 
I shall not forget yet a while our fat * Co 
of Chesil. O that Beelzebub and Asta 
counselled them to hang themselves out of 
and they had don't I we had not then si 
much by devilish storms as vvc did for ha 1 
them. Hark'ee me, dear rogue, Xenorn 
friend, I prithee are these hermits, hypoc 
eves-droppcrs, maids or married? Is there 
of the feminine gender among them ? Coul 
hypocritically take there a small hypocrith 
Will they lie backwards, and let out t 
rooms ? There's a fine question to be asl 
Pantagruel ! Yes, yes, answered Xenoma 
may find there many goodly hypocrites 
spiritual actresses, kind hermitesses, wc 
have a plaguy deal of religion ; then t) 
copies of 'em, little hypocritillons, sham- 
ana hermitillons. Foh ! away with th( 
friar John ; a young saint, an old devil I (A 
an old sa;, ing, and as true a one as a youi 
an old saint.) Were there not such, continu 
manes, the isle of Chaneph, for want of at 
tion of progeny, had long ere this been d 
desolate. 



* Concihpetes of Chesil.] Fathers of the council of Tr 
for*-, ch. 18. 



I 
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Pantagrnel sent them by Gymnast, in the pinnace, 
seventy-eight thousand fine pretty little *gold half- 
crowns, of those that are marked with a lantern. 
After this he asked, What's o'clock ? Past nine, an- 
swered Epistemon. 'Tis then the best time to go to 
dinner, said Pantagruel : for the sacred line, so c©» 
lebrated by + Aristophanes in his play called Con* 
cionatores, is at hand, never failing when the shadow 
is decempedal. 

Formerly, among the Persians, dinner time was 
at a set hour % only for kings : as for all others, 
their appetite and their belly was their clock ; wheq 
that chimed, they thought it time to go to dinner. 
So we find in Plautus a certain parasite making a 
heavy do, and sadly railing at the inventors of hour* 
glasses and dials, as being unnecessary things, there 
being no clock more regular than the belly. 

§ Diogenes, being asked at what times a man 
ought to eat, answered, The rich when he is hungry* 
the poor when he has any thing to eat. Physicians 
more properly say, that the canonical hours are, 

To rise at five, to dine at nine, 
To sup at five, to ileep at nine. 

Tht 

• *'GoW hatf-crmns,] Cyrus, being reduced to beggary in the 
other AvorW, Hegged*Epictotus to bestow a penny upon£him in charity. 
I give nfc pennies said that philosopher, who was become a great lord 
in that country ; here sirrah, here's a crown for you. (Rah. I. 2. p. 
xxx.) The reason of this proceeding of Epictetus is, that when great 
men bestow their favours, they ouj^it to have more regard to their 
own grandeur than to the meanness and indispensable occasions of 
the necessitous. Upon this footing, though it is a common saying, A' 
pmnvre gens menue monoye, (small money to poor people ;) yet we 
find Pantagruel'* alms to the poor hermits, &c. of Chaneph, consists 
in half-crowns, &c. See Do Chat more at large here. 

+ Aihtophanes.} See Erasmus's adages, chil. 3. cent. 4. ch. 70. 

I Only for kings,] John de la Bruyere Champier, 1. ?, c. 3. 
of his de re cibaria : Marceilinus, Persas, munditias convtvhrum, & 
luxttm, toaxiineque pofandi aviditatem Vitesse, ut litem, prodit: rise 
*p*d eos, extra "regales mens as, horam esse prostitution torandendK 
Sed verttrem ,esse cu'ique solarium, eoque monenie, fttoa inddissH. 
edisse, 

Diogenes, #r.] See this Cynic's life in Diogenes Laertius* 
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* Asps. 


Cauhares. 


Amphisbcnes. 


Snakes. 


Anerudutes. 


Cuhersks, two-tongued 


Abedissimons* 


adders. 


Alnatrars. 


Amphibians serpents* 


* Ammobates» 


Ccnchres. 


Apimaos. 


Cockatrices*. 


Alnatabans. 


Dipsades. 


Aractes. 


Domescs. 


Astcnons. . 


Dryinades„ 


Alcharates. 


Dragons., 


Arges. 


Elopes. 


Spiders. 


Enhydrides- 


Starry JLizartra; 


Fal vises. 


Attelabes. 


Galeofes* 


Ascalabotes* 


Ilarmenes. 


Hemorrhoids*. 


Handans. 


JSasihsks. 


lcles. 


Fitches, 


Jarranes; 


Sucking water-snakes. 


Ilicines. 


Black wag- leg flies • 


Pkarao's mice* 


Spanish flies. 


Kedusudures. 


Catoblepes. 


Sea-hares.. 


Horn'd snakes* 


Chalcidic newts* 


Caterpillars. 


Footed serpents.. 


Crocodiles* 


Mantlcores. 


Toadft 


IVTiiljirAe 


Night-mares* 


Mouse-serpentiv 


Mad dogs. 


Shrew-nice. 


Colotes. 


Miliares. 


Cychriodes* 


Megalaunes*. 


Cafezates. 


Spitting-asps. 



PorphyrK. 

" * Aipty fife] A great part of these- different names of serpent*,, 
and other venomous creatures, disposed here in alphabetical order, is 
.to be found in Pliny : and this order is imitated from the same Pliny, 
t. 37, c. 10, which treats of the various kinds of precious stones. The • 
Hames are mostly corrupted; and therefore 'twiH be best to consult 
thereupon Alberttis Magnus, Bartholomew Anglicanus*. Aldiovaadl 
%mi Redi.. 
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Porphyri. 

Parcades. 

Phalangs. 

Pemphedrons. 

Pine- tree- worms. 

Rutula?. 

Worms. 

Rhagia. 

Rhaganes. 

Salamanders. 

Sloe -worms. 

Stellions. 

Scorpones. 

Scorpions. 

Horn-worms. 

ScaJavotins. 



Blood-sue 
Hornfretto 
Scolopend 
Tarantulas 
Wind- won 
Tetragnatl 
Teristals. 
Vipers, &c 



Solofruida 

Deaf-asps, 

Horse-leei 

Salt-hater 

Rot-serpe 

Stink-fish 

Stuphes. 

Sabrins. 



CHAP. LXV. 



HOW PANTAGRUEL PAST THE TIME WIT] 

In what hierarchy of such venomc 
you place Panurge's future spouse, as] 
Art thou speaking ill of women, 
thou mangy scoundrel, thou sorry, 
shaveling monk? By the cenoman 
gixie, said Epistcmon, Euripides hai 
makes Andromache say it, that by im 
help of the gods, men had found n 
all poisonous creatures; but none 
against a bad wife. 

This flaunting Euripides, cried Pan 
bling against women every foot, and 
devoured by dogs, as a judgment fr 
Aristophanes observes. — Let's go on. 
that's next I can leak now like an 





steady sail. Said Carpalim, a truce with thirst, a 
truce with hunger] they're strong, but wine and 
meat are stronger. I'm no more in the dumps, 
cried Panurge ; my heart's a pound lighter. I'm in 
the right cue now, as brisk ara body-louse, and as 
merry as a beggar. For my part, I know what I 
do when I drink ; and 'tis a true thing (though 'tis 
in your Euripides) that is said by that jolly toper 
Silenus of blessed memory, that 

The man's emphatically mad, 
Who drinks the best, yet can be sad. 

We must not fail to return our humble and hearty 
thanks to the Being, who, with this good bread, 
this cool delicious wine, these good meats and rare 
dainties, removes from our bodies and minds these 
pains and perturbations, and at the same time, fills 
us with pleasure and with food. 

But methinks, sir, you did not give an answer tp 
friar John's question; which, as 1 take it, was, 
how to raise good weather ? Since, you ask ne more 
than this easy question, answered Pantagruel, I'll 
strive to give you satisfaction ; and some other time 
Weil talk of the rest of the problem*, if you will. 

Well then, friar John asked how good weather 
might be raised. Have we not raised it ? Look up 
and see our full top-sails: Hark! how the wind 
whistles through the shrouds, what a stiff gale it 
blows ; observe the rattling of the tacklings, and 
*ee the sheets, that fasten the main.sail behind ; the 
force of the wind puts them upon the stretch. While 
we passed our time merrily, the dull weather also 
passed away ; and while we raised the glasses to out 
mouths, we also raised the wind by a secret sym- 
pathy in nature. 



Thus 
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Thus* Atlas and Hercules clubbed to raise and 
underprop the falling sky, if you'll believe the wise 
mycologists; but they raised it some half an inch 
too high; Atlas, to entertain his guest Hercules 
more pleasantly, and Hercules to make himself 
amends for the thirst which sometimes before had 
tormented him in the deserts of Africa. — Your good 
father, said friar John, interrupting him, takes care 
to free many people from such an inconYeniency; 
for I have been told by many venerable doctors, that 
his chief T)ufler, Turelupin, saves .above eighteen 
hundred pipes of wine yearly, to make servants, 
and all comers and goers, drink before they are 
a-dry. — As the camels and dromedaries of a, caravan, 
continued Pantagruel, use to drink for the thirst 
that's past, for the present, and for that to come; 
so did Hercules: and being thus excessively raised, 
this gave new motion to the sky, which is that of 
\titubation and trepidation , about which our crack- 
brain'd astrologers make such a pother. — This, said 
Panurge, makes the saying good, 

J While jolly companions carouse it together 

. A fig for the storm ; it gives way to good weather. 

Nay, continued Pantagruel, some will tell you, 

tliat 

r * Alias and Hercules, tfc] The poets feigned 1hat Adas support- 
ed the heavens on his shoulders ; but that, in order to ease him, Her- 
cules, wTio was not to be conquered by labour, one day lent him hit 
back. See Lucian in his dialogue entitled Caron, or the Contem- 
plators, and Seneca's tragedy of Hercules furens. Rabelais, 1. 5, c 
v2, speaks of this labour of Atlas and Hercules. According to him, 
they made a debauch together, which he can's hausser le terns, raising 
the. weather, hoisting away the clouds; ^because by sitting, loug a 
tippling, the weather, which was cloudy at their first sitting down to 
tabic, is become clear and serene, wlien they are going to break up. It 
is in the same sense that 1. 1, c. 5, it is said, long tippling breaks th« 
thunder. 

f Tiluhation and trepidation*] See Agrippa, de vanitaie scientia- 
htm, ch. of astronomy. 
X Wkikjolly companions, #c] Read these two lines thus: 
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that we have not only shortened the time of the calm, 
tout also much disburthened the ship; not like ^sop'i 
basket, by easing it of the provisions, but by break, 
log our fsl&ts ; and that a man is more terrestrial and 
heavy when fasting, than when he has eaten and 
drank, even as they pretend that he weighs more dead 
4han living. However it is, you'll grant they are in 
the right, who take their morning's draught, and 
breakfast before a long journey ; then say that the 
horses will perform the better, and that a spur in the 
Jiead, is worth two in the flank ; or, in the same 
horse dialect, 



Don't you know that formerly the Amycleans 
worshipped the noble father Bacchus above all other 
.gods, and gave him the name of *Psila, which in the 
Doric dialect signifies wiogs : for, as the birds raise 
themselves by a towering flight with their wings 
above the clouds; so* with the help of soaring Bac- 
chus, the powerful juice of the grape, our spirits 
are exalted to a pitch above themselves, our bodies 
are more sprightly, and their earthly parts become 
50ft and pliant. 



While round a fat ham we carouse it together, 

The storm spends itself, and gives way to fair weather. 

Z,e mal temps passe, & retourne lebon , 
Pendant qu'on tringue autour du grasjambon. 

Jn those times, a ham was a principal and a standing diib, at ill 
repasts of pleasure. See tales of Eutrapel, ch. 21. 
^Psiia,] See Patuanias's laconics. 



That a cup in the pate 
Is a mile in the gate. 
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CHAP. LXVL 



HOW, BY PANTAGRUEL'S ORDER, THE MUSES WERE 
SALUTED NEAR THE ISLE Of OANAB1H. 

This fair wind and as fine talk brought us in the 
"Sight of a high land, which Pantagruel discovering 
*far off, shewed it Xenomanes, and asked him, Do 
you see yonder to the leeward a high rock, with two 
' taps much like mount Parnassus in Phock ? I do 
plainly, answered Xenomanes ; 'tis the isle of ♦Ga- 
nabirn. Have jou a mind to go ashore there? No, 
returned Pantagruel. You do well indeed, said 
.Xenomanes ; for there is nothing worth seeing in 
the place. The people are all thieves : yet there is 
the finest fountain in the world, and a very large 
forest towards the rjght top of the mountain. Your 
fleet may take in wood and water there. 

He that spoke last, spoke well, quoth Panurge; 
let us not by any means be so mad as to go among a 
parcel of thieves and sharpers. You may take my 
word for't, this place is just such another, as, to my 
knowledge, formerly^were the islands of fSark and 
Herm, between the smaller and the greater Britain ; 
such as were the JPoneropolis of Philip in Thrace; 
islands of thieves^ banditti, picaroons, robbers, ruf. 



* Ganabirn.] A Hebrew word for a thief, says the Dutch scholiast. 
Mot Hebreu qui si&nrfie larron. He should have said Vutjns, thieves, 
for ganabirn is the plural of ganab, a thief. See Camb. diet. It is an 
island of our author's own creating. 

f Sark and Herm."] These are two small islands, or rather two 
whitish rocks, between Guernsey and Jersey, anciently dopendent 
on Normandy, but united to England by William the conqueror. 
As, in all probability, it was customary in Rabelats's time, for such of 
bis nation as were forced to quit their country for any crime, to retire 
to those two places; our author, for that reason, makes these two 
■mail islands a receptacle of thieves and sharpers. 

| Foneropolis, #c] See Plutarch, in his treatise of curiosity ; and 
Suidas, at the word AtX/f WoTits, where he quotes to this purpose the 
historian Theopompu* in 13 of his Philippics. 
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fans, and murderers, worse than raw-head and 
bloody bones, and full as honest as the senior fel- 
lows of the college of iniquity, the very out-casts of 
the county -gaols common-side. Asy on love yourself, 
do not go among 'em : if you go, you'll come oft 
out bLnely, if yon come tff at all. If you will not 
belie? e me, at least believe what the good and wise 
Xenomanes tells yon : for may I never stir if they 
are not worse than the very cannibals : they would 
certainly eat us alive. Do not go among 'em, I pray 
you ; 'twere safer to take a journey to helL Hark, 
by cod's body, I hear 'em ringing the alarm bell . 
most^dreadfully, as the Gascons about Bourdeaux 
used formerly to do^ against the commissaries and 
officers for the tax on salt, or my «ars tingle. Let's 
shear off. 

Believe me, sir, said friar John, lef s rather land ; 
well rid the world of that vermin, and ion there for 
nothing. Old Nick go with thee for me, quoth Pa- 
nurge. This * rash hair-brained devil of a friar fears 
nothing, but ventures and runs on like a mad devil 
as he is, and cares not a rush what becomes of 
others ; as if every one was a monk, like his friar- 
ship. A pox on grinning honour, say I* Go to, 
returned the friar, *thou mangy noddy-peak ! thou 
forlorn druggle»head*d sneaksby ! and may a million 
of black devils anatomize thy cockle brain. The 
hen-hearted rascal i& so cowardly, that he bewrays 
himself for fear every day. If thou art so afraid, 
dunghill, don't go, stay here and be hanged, or go 
and hide thy loggerhead under madam Proserpine's 
+ petticoat , 

Panurge 

* Thou mangy notify-peak.] In the original, Ladreverd: which 
M. du Chat interprets, A nun without courage, insensible to tfce 
spurring* of honour. The like says Cotgraye: A coward; one thai* 
insensible and cannot, or fearful and will not, feel the wrongs done 
to him. 

f Petticoat,] Cottard'ity »n old word for a petticoat : used here, be 
cause it equivocates to couhardie, (the cowardice of PanurE>.) 

Vou IV. £ . 
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Pan urge hearing this, his breech began 
buttons: so he slunk in in an instant, and 
hide his head down in the bread-room at 
musty biscuits, and the orts and scraps oi 
bread. 

Pantagrue! in the mean time said to the n 
a pressing retraction in my soul, which lik 
admonishes me not to land there. Whcnev 
felt such a motion within me, I have four 
happy in avoiding w hat it directed me to sh 
undertaking what it prompted me to do ; an 
had occasion to repent following its dictates 

As much, said Epistemon, is related of tli 
of Socrates, so celebrated among the m 
Well then, sir, said friar John, while the sh 
"water, have you a mind to have good sp 
nurge is got down somewhere in the hold, 
is crept into some corner, and lurks like a m 
cranny : let 'cm give the word for the gunn 
yon gun over the round-house on the poop : 
serve to salute the muses of this Antiparnas 
sides, the powder does but decay in it. 
i'th' right, said Pantagruel: here, give the 
the gunner. 

The gunner immediately came, and was 
by Pantagruel to fire that gun, and then 
with fresh powder ; which was soon dor 
gunners of the other ships, frigates, galli 
gal lies of the fleet, hearing us fire, gave evei 
gun to the island: which made such a horr 
that you'd have sworn heaven had been 
about our ears. 

* Never' had occasion to repent, 8s c."] The 'queen of I 
her memoirs, says much the same of herself, and of Cli 
Mediciii her mother. 
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CHAP. LXVII. 



HOW PAN URGE BEWRAYED HIMSELF FOR FEAR; AND 
OF THE HUGE CAT RODILARDUS, WHICH HE TOOK 
FOR A PUNT DEVIL, 

Panurge, like a wild, addle-pated, giddy goat, 
tallies oat of the bread-room in his shirt, with no- 
thing else about him but one of his stockings, half on 
half off, about his heel, like a rough-footed pigeon ; 
his hair and beard all bepowdered with crums of 
bread, in which he had been oyer head and ears, and 
a hoge and mighty puss partly wrapt up in his other 
stocking. In this equipage, his chops moving like 
a monkey's who's a louse- hunting, his eyes staring 
like a dead pig's, his teeth chattering, and his bunt 
quiverings the poor dog fled to friar John, who was 
then sitting by the chain- wales of the starboard side 
of the ship, and prayed him heartily to take pity on 
him, and keep him in the safeguard of his trusty 
bilbo ; swearing by his share of Papimany, that he 
had seen all hell broke loose. 

Woe's ine, my Jacky, cried he, my dear Johnny, 
ray ,o!d crony, my brother, my ghostly father I all 
the devils keep holiday, all the devils keep their 
feast to-day, man : pork and pease choke me, if ever 
thou sawest such preparations in thy life for an 
infernal feast. Dost thou see the smoke of hell's 
kitchens ? (This he said, showing him the smoke of 
the gunpowder above the ships.) Thou never sawest 
so many damned souls since thou wast born ; and so 
fair, so bewitching they seem, that one would swear 
they are stygian ambrosia. I thought at first (God 
forgive me) that they had been English souls ; and I 
don't know, but that this morning the isle of 
Horses, near Scotland, was sacked, with all the En- 



glish 




Chap. LXVII. OF RABELAIS. tf 

at honest Vinct's, took one of the pitchforks in the 
stable ; then turning to the inn-keeper, said to himv 
Da Roma in qua to no* son attdato del corpo. Di 
gratia piglia in mono qucstaforcha, fyfa mi paura. I 
hare not had a stool since I left Rome, f pray thee 
take this pitch-fork, and fright me. Vinet took it, 
and made set eral offers, as if he would In good ear- 
nest have hit the signer ; bat did not : so the Sierr- 
ese said to nun, Si tu non fed attramente, tu non fai 
nulla: pefo sforzati di aztopcrarli ptu guagliardamente. 
If thou dost not go another way to work, thou 
hadst as good do nothing : therefore try to bestir 
thyself more briskly. With this, Vinet lent hint 
such a swinging stoater with the pitch-fork souce 
between the neck and the collar of his jerkin^ that 
down felt signore on the ground arsyrersy, with bis 
spindle shanks wide straggling orer hie pole. Them 
mine host sputtering, with a full-mouthed lauglr, 
said to his guest, By Belzcbub's bum gut, much good 
may do yon, signore Italiano. Take notice this it 
datum Camberiaci, giren at Cham berry. 'Twas well 
the Sienese had un trussed his points, and let down his 
drawers : for this physic worked with him as soon 
as he took it; and as copious was the evacuation, 
as that of nine buffaloes and fourteen- * missificatrng 
arch-lubbers. Which operation being o?er, the 
mannerly Sienese courteously gave mine host a 
whole bushel of thanks, saying to him, Jo ti tingra. 
tioy bel messere ; cosi facendo tu m'flt etparmiata la 
speza d'un servkkde. I thank thee, good landlord y 
E3 

* Missi/tc*ting arch-lubbers.] ArchiprebilTes (PAottie, says Rrf 
belais, arch -priests of Aostia. The buflalo, or buffi*, is a kind o' 
trild ox, commonly in ftaJy, and' probably more so at Ostia thani 11 
olhcr parts of that country. Which, belike", gave occasion to Ra- 
belais,, arways an enemy to ecclesiastics, to coople together the buf- 
(alos and arch-priests of Ostia, as supposed to be greater eaters than 
your ordinary oxen and' plain priests. Before, in 1, 1, c. 21, the au- 
thor used a proverb importing that arch-deacons* noses* rim mora 
copiously than simple deaeonaw 
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by this thou hast e'en sa?ed me the expence of a 
clyster. 

I'll giro you another example of Edward the fifth, 
king of England. Master Francis Villon, being 
banished France, * fled to him, and got so far into 
his favour, as to be privy to all his houshold affairs. 
One day the king, being on his close-stool, showed 
Villon the arms of France, and said to him, Dost 
thou see what respect I have for thy French kings ? 
I have none of their arms any where but in this back- 
side, near my close-stool. Odd's life, said the buf- 
foon, how wise, prudent and careful of your health, 
your highness is! How carefully your learned doctor 
.+ Thomas Linacer looks after you ! He saw that, 
now you grow old, you are inclined to be somewhat 
costive, and every day were fain to have an apothe- 
cary; I mean, a suppository or clyster thrust into 
royal nockandroe : so he has, much to the purpose, 
induced you to place here the arms of France ; for 
the very sight of them puts you into such a dreadful 
fright, that you immediately let fly, as much as 
would come from eighteen squattcring + bonasi of 



* Fled to him.] Francis Corbueil, 8ur named Vi'.lon, had com- 
mitted several villanies, for which, in 1461, he was condemned by 
the chatelet to be hanged. But the parliament having changed the 
punishment of death into that of banishment, Villon, who at first 
retired to St. Maixant in Poitou, went from thence into England, 
being then but thirty years old, as he says himself, in the beginning 
of his (larger) will and testament. 

f Thomas Linacer.] He died in 1524, aged three-score and four^ 
and if we may' believe Konigius in his bibliotheque, -he was physician 
only to Henry VII. and Henry VIII. Besides, Edward V. began 
his reign but in 1483, full eighteen years after Villon's banishment. 
Thus, as it is not at all likely that this banishment lasted so long, so 
it is more than probable, that what is here said by Rabelais concern- 
ing Edward V, and the poet Villon, is a mere fable from one end to 
the other. 

. J Bonasi of Pa?oniar] Botauof- Cambridge dictionary, quoting 
Pliny, 8, 15. A wild beast like a bull, only bath the mane of a 
horse r when he is hunted, he saves himself by his ordure, which he 
throws out in that abundance, and is to noisome, that the hunters are 
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Pceonia. And if they were * painted' in other parts 
of your housey>by jingo, you would presently con- 
ski te yourself wherever you saw them. Nay, had 

rou but here a picture of the great oriflamb of 
'ranee, odds bodikins, your tripes and bowels 
would be in no small danger of dropping out at the 
orifice of your posteriors. — But henh, henh, atquc 
iter urn henh. 

A silly cockney am I not, 

As ever did from Paris come ? 
And with a rope and sliding knot 
My neck shall know what weighs my bum. 

A cockney of short reach, Lsay, shallow of judg- 
ment, and judging shallowly, to wpnder, that you 
should cause your points to be untrussed in your - 
chamber, before you come into this closet. By'r 
lady, at first I thought your close-stool had stood 
fcehind the hangings of your bed; otherwise it 
Seemed very odd to me you should un truss so far 
from. the place of evacuation. But now I find I 
was a gull, a wittal, a woodcock, a mere ninny, a 
lolt-head, a noddy, a changeling, a calf-lolly, adod- 
Clipole. You do wisely, by the mass, you do 
Mrisely: for had not you been ready to clap your 
hind face on the mustard-pot as soon as you came 
within sight of these arms, mark ye me, cop's body, 
the bottom of your breeches had supplied the office 
of a close-stool. 

Friar John, stopping the handle of his face with- 
his left hand, did, with the fore finger of the right, 
point out Pan urge's shirt to Pautagruel; who, 
E 4 seeing 

lain to leave the pursuit. The remarks, said to be made by Rabelais 
himself on the fourth book, say, that when the bmasus finds himself 
pressed by the dogs, he squirts his dung at them almost five paces off; 
and that it is so hot, it fetches off not only the hair, but the very* 
skin. 

* Painted in other parts of your house.] The original says, paint- 
ed in your bed-chamber, in your guard-room, in your hall, in your 
chapel, in your galleries, or in any other parts of your house. 
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seemghiro ii> this pickle, seared, appalled, shivering, 
raviag, staring, bewrayed, <and torn with the claws 
of the famous cat * Rodilardo» y could not chntse but 
hwgft, and said to him; Pr'jthee what wouklst the** 
do with this* cat ? With this cat, quotb Paaurge, tba 
detil scratch me y if I did not think it bad been » 
young soft-chined devil, which, with th» same stock* 
ing instead of mittain, I had snatched up in the 
great hutch of hell, as thievishly as any sizar of 
Montague college, could hare done. The devil take 
Tybert : I feel it has all bepinked my poor hide, and 
drawn on it to the life I don't know how many lob- 
sters whiskers. With this he threw his boar-cat 
down. 

Go, go, said P&ntagraei, be bathed and cleaned; 
calm your fear?, put on a cfeatr shift, and then your 
cioaths. What f do you think I am afraid, CTTerf 
Fanarge > Not t, I protest: by the testicles of Her. 
cates, I am more hearty, bold, and f stout, thought 
f say ft that should not, than if I had swallowed as: 
ipany flies as are put into plumb-cakes, and other 
paste at Paris, from Midsummer to J Christmas.. 
~ — But what*s this? hah! oh, hot how tHe devil 
came I by this I Boy oa call this what the- cat left in 
the malt, filth, dirt, dung, dejection, fcecal matter^ 
excrement, § stereoration, sir- reverence, (| ordure, 
second hand meats*, fewmets, strosts, % scybal or 

syparathe?' 

* R&dilardut.] Latin- for bacoo- gnawer. Hodare and lardum* 
The inventor of this name was Eliseus Calentius, one Of Paul Jovius** 
eminent men. 

f Siouty #c] The % is- a symbol of temerity, inasmuch: as that 
insect falls upon any things to the hazard of its life. Thence the 
proverb. 

^ J Christmas^ Read all saints day* or all hallows-tide a- tomatnts y > 
in the original. 

§ Siercoration.} Laiue in the osiginal. Lesses, i. e. wolf's or 
wild boar's dung. 

|| Ordure v} Repaire in French: i. e. crotels or hares dung. 

Scybat. \ The Dutch scholiast says, is un estron endurcy, a 
hard t .d. M. du Chat says nothing of it. Robertson's lexicon, 
XxvjSff^ovi sterws.jjnuuHtuisquiliw. <j, rot* xv&l RvMohm** 

throw a 
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♦sjparathe? 'Tis + Hibernian saffron, I protest. 
Hah, hah, hah! it is Irish saffron, by shaint Pan. 
trick, and so much for this time. J Selah. Let 
ns drink. 

thrown to the dogs: which definition implies dogs meat, I should 
think: though other .dictionaries say, scybalutn means dung, or- 
dure. 

* Syparaihe.] It should be spyratke, not syparathe, a* in the 
new editions. It means the dung of sheep or goats. Xvv paBos, 
eaprarum siercus.- (See Robertson's lexicon.) 2trv p»9of yuan apud 
Diosc. dicitur stercoris caprini una pilula ; una bacca, &c ur\us glo- 
bulus : apud quern etiam tegitur auy&s, vel atyXn ©rfrv pctQbt r*ed 
& de ovillo quoque stercore usurpari docet Hesych. 

f Hibernian saffron.] Hibernian partly equivocates to bren, a 

% Selah. Let us drink. [ Seia, is as much at to say, most certainly 
Tb certainly saffron. The new editions have it cela ; but Rabelais 
writ it sela y a Hebrew word denoting a serious and vehement affirma- 
tion . Here it alludes to the seh which concludes several lessons of 
•he choir, after which every one betakes himself to drinking,. 
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PWLOGUE TO THE FIFTH BOOK. 



A HE author begins this prologue with a ques- 
tion. Why people say, that men are not such fools 
now-a-days, as they were in the days of yore ? He 
answers it himself, by a prophecy out of an imagina- 
Ty book, which he calls the prelatical bagpipe. I 
give it in French and English ; lest, as it is very 
dark, I should be suspected of having mistaken my 
author's meanings ; for he seems to have had more 
than one, and to have bantered the reader with a 
sham explanation. Let us see if we can unriddle it* 

The jubilee's year, when all like fools were shorn, 
Is about [or above] thirty [or trente] supernu- 
merary. 

O want of veneration I <pols they seem'd ; 
But, persevering, with long breves, at last 
No more they shall be gaping greedy fools : 
For they shall shell the shrub's delicious fruit, 
Whose flow'r they in the spring so much nad 
fear'd. 

La'njubilS que tout k monde retire 
Fadas sefeit, est supernumeraire 
Au dessus trente. U pen de reverence ! 
Fat il sembloit ; mats en preseverance ' 
De longs brevets, fat plus ne gloux sera : 
Car le douxfruict de Vherbe esgoussera, 
JOont tant craigribit la Jitter en prime vert, 
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6 The year of jubilee' was in 1525, under pope 
Clement Vll. Then ail Europe suffered themselves 
to be shorn or fleeced by the pardon-pedlars, the 
sellers of the court of Rome's indulgences, and other, 
trumpery ware. 4 Is supernumerary about [or above] 
thirty [or trente].' This means, that time is past, 
and such years of jubilee are needless, out of fashion, 
and cried down after the year 1530, (or, perhaps, 
tthe council of Trent;) by reason of the change 
made by the restoration pf learning, and the reform- 
ers : so that people were no longer to be fleeced 
by the sellers of pardons. And, iudeed, about the 
year 1530, king Francis 1. invited the learned to 
come to Paris, and having procured several men 
well versed in various studies, fixed them in the 
university of Paris. Belleforest and Lam bin us say, 
that in 1531, he established twelve professors for 
Latin, Greek, .Hebrew, mathematics, philosophy, 
divinity, oratory, physic, &c. But du Til let, who 
at large relates what that prince did, and. designed, 
for the advancement of learning, says this was 1530. 
Besides we find in Rat. Tern, part I. lib. vi. Mult urn 
huic prinefpi debent Gallicance litterce : nam illius /i- 
beralitate accitis undique viris omni artium genere 
excultis, publico? scholce honestis stipemUis Lutetia con* 
stitutm sunt anno 1530, quam in rem hortatoribus usus 
est Joanne Bellata, Sfc. And Genebrard, who was 
afterwards one of those professors, writes, anno 
1530, GuiUielmo Budceo Sf Joanne Belldio kortantu 
$us 9 regios linguarum professores imtituit. In Cle- 
tnente VIIL Now, those learned men, to whom 
Petavius gives the epithets of litteraii Sf pit, purged ^ 
{he age of its foolishness, and very much forwarded 
the affairs of the reformation : so that in 1530, or at 
least at the time of the sitting of the council of 
Trent, the reign of ignorance may be said {o have 
come to an eod 9 
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fcpok was written, though it was not published tiff 
after our author's death, perhaps because it spoke 
too plain. This makes htm foretel the speedy ob- 
livion of whole cart-loads of books, that were 
, dull, dark, and mischievous, though they seemed 
florid, flourishing, and flowery, gay and gaudy as so 
many papillons; [butterflies] ; by which he seems to 
play upon the word papa, as in Papimany, and in 
the sixth chapter of the Pantagruelian prognostica- 
tion, where the king of the pap il Ions, or butterflies', 
undoubtedly means- the pope. 

After all, as that pretended prophecy is written fit 
the style of those of Nostradamus, it appears at first 
as dark and unin telligible as that astrologer's rhymed 
whimsies ; though there is a meaning in our author's, 
and none in the dreaming star-gazer's. I would 
as little have troubled myself to find out things past 
in the first, as I would look for things to come in the 
hitter, were not this needful to confirm what I Hare 
said of our author's design, and to shew the uni- 
formity of this mystical work ; which though much 
admired, had doubtless been much more beneficial, 
if most of it had been explained soon after it was* 
written ; I mean, after the author's death : for, as 
to have done that before, would undoubtedly hare 
fastened it, and have exposed him and his writings 
to the flames^ he did not desire to be understood by 
every one, and only wrote for the learned, as the 
cardinals du Bel lay, and de Chastillon, the bishop of 
Maillezais, Andrew Tiraquel, his patrons, and such 
men as hated ignorance, that they might effectually, 
though underhand, forward the downfal of supersti- 
tion, its offspring. Therefore, to blind the vulgar, 
he turns off the sense of the prophecy, and falls a 
praising Colinet, Ma rot, Saint Gelais, Sec. the great, 
ness of whose wit, and the elegance of whose style, 
lie extols to the skies ; not without some little touch 
of panegyrical satire all the while, as appears by 
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1 HE ringing island can mean nothing but the 
clergy of the church of Rome, whose mysteries are 
all performed- at the sound of large, middle-sized, 
little, and very little bells. They are rung at matins, 
mass, noon, vespers, sermons, and the salutation to 
the virgin every day, on the eve* or vigils of holy, 
days, at processions and at stations ; and, whenever 
the priest lifts up the wafer-god, a little bell is rung, 
that the people may fall down and adore that piece of 
dough, which, they must believe, made heaven and 
earth, though 'twere made that very morning by the 
baker, and some of the same stamp be shown in 
every parish. Besides, when the priest carries the 
viaticum, a diminutive bell always tingles before him* 
Thus bells are often rung wherever there is a monas- 
tery, church, chapel, or hermitage, to awaken the 
people's devotion, summon them together, dismiss 

' them, and make them come again. Add to this, that 
.as whatever is said of the ringing island in the foU 
lowing chapters, cannot well be adapted to any thing 
but the popish ecclesiastics, so those who pretend* 
ed to explain these books, only by printing at the 
end of some French editions twenty or thirty names, 
which (without the least reason) they call a key, 
either never read them, or had a design to impose on 
the reader more than our author ; else they would 
never have said, that the ringing island is England. 

- I own there is much ringing there, and the English 
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arc famous for making that a reereal 
book was writ during king Edward the 
at which time the reformation had pr 
and though our author mentions the k 
garter in the fifth chapter, while he 
knight-hawks of the ringing island, it 
low he meant England, since he on! 
knights of Malta among the Roman 
which was judiciously done, because 
vow never to marry, read the brevia 
livings like abbots. Even that passag 
the ringing island is not England ; si 
makes one of his island's knight- hawl 
fully on the Pantagruelian strangers, t< 
he might not find among their compz 
gaudy kind of large huge dreadful bird 
untoward, that they could never be b 
lure, nor to perch on- the glove, (whic 
that other knights claimed a pre-emincn 
of Malta.) ^dituus adds, I am told t 
in your world, who wear goodly gart< 
knee, with an inscription about them 
demns him who shall think ill of it, ( qui 
to be bewrayed and conskited. So it 
were none such in the ringing island, 
sixth chapter iEdituus says, that all tin 
which they have in this island come fro 
of the other world, except some of the 
gions ; particularly from Touraine, oui 
tivc country ; and that the income of 
that country could not afford him to eat 
of beans and bacon, because his pred 
been more than liberal to the birds o 
island, that they might there munch it, i 
it, gorge it, craw it, riot it, junket it, 
off; stuffing their puddings with dainty 
The hermit, whom the Pantagruelists 
them they should not be admitted into 
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island, unless they fasted four days, because it' was 
then one of the foar fasting, or ember- weeks. As 
that island is the popish clergy, none enter into it* 
that in* into orders, without fasting, and a great deal 
of formality ; and it was judiciously tfcat Rabelais? 
made his traveller* be admitted there at one of the 
.times prescribed for the admittance of laies into the 
body of the clergy. Yet he shews, that those fasts) 
(though commendable in their institution) were ranch 
abased; and many, like Pannrge, are pretty ant 
to say, Since yon are so stedfast, and bare us fast, 
let us fast, as fast as- we can, and then break* fast; 
Thus only putting a constraint on themselves a 
while (or seeming to pat it) to indulge them in glut* 
tony after it. 



Whm Pantagml and bin attendants have fasted 
after a strange sort of a fashion, tbey am kindly re* 
ceived by Albiam Camar, master jEdituus, or Sacris- 
tan of the- ringing island. Camar in Hebrew signifies 
an idolatrous priest; and St* Jerome ban made it 
uruspex and cedituus in Latin. We may observe, by 
that begin ningy what esteem our author had for tha 
ringing: island,, with its sacrifices and mysteries* 

Mdituan acquaints our strangers with the metenior* 
phosis of the siticines and sicinnssts into birds. Tho 
siticines and sicinnists were those that used to sing 
mournfully on the dead, and at 'funerals, among the 
ancients* Siticines appellantur qui apud sitos outer* 
soliti essent, hoc est) vita functus et sepultos. A. Gel-* 
Hus, lib. 2, cap. 20. Consequently, the clergy of 
the church of Rome, who chiefly subsist by obits, ' 
trentals, and masses, for the repose of the souls of 
the dead, may well be called by-fhose names. 



ON CHAP. H. 
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We are told that the siticir 
those birds arc those ecclesh 
selves by contemplation and 
will believe them) soaring at 
earth, on which we poor { 
-/Edituus would make Panta 
when he tells him that those 
like men, eat and drank, slej 
were nothing less than men, 
nor laics. 

Their spacious, costly, mag 
ble in their architecture, are 
appears the plainer by reason 
author says were above them. 

The variety of the feathers 
birds denotes the different o 
the popish clergy, which < 
each other : the benedictins i 
black, the franciscans grey, 
and white, the bishops purp! 
some knights and commandeu; 
and there are nuns drest like 
sing the same orders. 

It is observable that they 
prey, clerghawks, monkhawl 
(hawks, bishawks, cardinhav 
and clergkites, nunkites, abbt 

The wry-necked bigottell 
thither during the last three i 
orders of franciscan and d( 
author, who had been a cord< 
and misused by the fraternity 
well acquainted with their mc 
rimen tally ; which makes h 
Hercules to root them out. 
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ON CHAP. III. 

The popehawk, who, like the phoenix, is a specie* 
alone, is undoubtedly the pope. We have there a 
true account of what happened some 1760 moons, 
that is about 140 years before our author wrote; 
only to blind this, or perhaps by some mistake in 
the printing, it is made 2760 moons : I mean the 
schism of Avignon, Which lasted forty years. Three 
popes were seen then at the same time, Bcnnet the 
ninth, Gregory the twelfth, and Alexander the fifth. 
This schism ended at the council of Constance, which 
began in 1414, and ended in 1419. 



ON CHAP. IV. 

owns that all the birds of the ringing 
island are passengers. There is a sort of hawks dis- 
tinguished by that name. He adds, that none of 
them were bred m that place, but all came from the 
other world ; that is, out of the laity, who are styled * 
Worthy men with respect to the clergy, who assume 
that of divine. One of the countries out of which 
they come is called Want-o-bread, and the other, 
Too-many of 'm. The first shews, that many will 
take to any thing rather than starve ; the other, that 
the avarice of unnatural parents makes them compel 
their children often the most defective in body or 
mind, to be monks, friars, priests, &c. 

Those birds who returned to the world are the 
monks and clergymen, who, like Luther, Calvin, and 
others, left their monastical or ecclesiastical habits ; 
or, like Rabelais, left their monasteries. The fea- 
thers found among the nettlesj means his frock and 

coW, 
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cowl, which lie cast off, and in general those of other 
monks who apostatize (so their desertion is called 
by the church of Rome). What the company chan- 
ced to light upon there, as they looked up and down, 
for the discovery of which some people will hardly 
thank them, may imply this work, which exposes alt 
the mysteries of monacbism. 



The dumb knightbawks of the ringing island, are 
the knights of Malta ; the mark which they bear 
under their left wing, is the cross of their order, 
which these knights wear on their heart, of different 
colours, according to the provinces to which they 
belong. They are said to be dumb, because they do 
not say mass, nor officiate as priests and monks £ 
and are only obliged to read every day, or repeat, 
tome parts of their breviary. They have no fe- 
mates, says jEdkww, because there are none of then? 
order ; yet they make themselves amends with others) 
Out of every order : so that what is said* of therpock* 
royals that embroider their heads, and undermine 
the handle of their faces, is true of many of then, 
who are not always concerned h» holy wars. They % 
are all gentlemen, not shut up within monasteries ; 
and, though they sing not, feed, that is, spend anct 
devour as much as the best two that do. Some of 
the livings or commanderies bring them in great 
sums yearly ; and as they make a vow never to* 
marry, it is not strange they should meet with such 
wounds, when they engage some other infidels than 
the Turks. 

I have already spoken en passant of the knight* 
of the garter, of whom our author made mention in 
the same manner. The knights who wear before 
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their plumes le trophte tfuncafominateur, that is, t!K* 
devil in a string before their paunches, are the 
knights of the order of St. Michael, pictured with 
the deril at his feet. It was the most honourable 
order in trance in our author's time : for that of 
the Holy Ghost was instituted since, by Henry III. 
Those who wear a ram's skin, are the knights of the 
trier of the golden fleece. 



ON CHAP. VI. 

The author describes how the birds of the ringing 
island are crammed, and how, though not one of 
them sets his hand to the plough, or tills the land, 
whose fat he devours, they wallow in plenty, and do 
nothing but chirp it 9 whistle it, and warble it merrily 
night and day. All this chapter is a cutting satire, 
in which Rabelais ingeniously exposed the foolish 
bigotry of the great vulgar and the small, who have 
undone, and still ruin themselves daily, to maintain 
those lazy, hypocritical birds of prey, in idle ease, 
and luxurious pleasure ; though the ravenous tribe 
have nothing to give in return, but insignificant siticin 
prayers, and a doubtful hereafter for a certain now. 



ON CHAP. VII. properly XVI. 

Thm chapter is not in its due place ;* neither can 
t find any in the whole book where it could be weH 
brought in. This makes me believe that it was de- 
signed 

* In this edition it is made tbe XV 1th, and M. du Chat has con-' 
nected it with what precedes ; as will be seen in the proper plamu 
£rpm this chapter to XVII. we have been obliged to alter the ordinal 
***be» of these remarks. 
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s%ned for some of those which probably Rabelais in* 
tended to publish after this ; wherein, as he tells us 
in the third book, we were to have an account of 
Pan urge's marriage, and of his being made a cuckold 
or his wedding night, after his coming from the ora- 
cle of the bottle. I can perceive some difference in 
the style, and the sense is lame in some places ; so 
that as this book was not printed till after our 
author's death, (nor would it have been safe for him 
to have published it) I am of opinion it was found 
among his papers, and, imperfect as it was, foisted 
in any how. 

However, the island of the Apedefts is a satire on 
tome courts of judicature, whose members squeeze 
out the blood and substance not only of the wrang- 
ling part of the world, but of those peaceable persons 
whom some litigious adversaries compel to fall into 
their clutches. The little wine-press, called pithies 
in the language of the country, that lay backwards 
in a blind corner, signifies the beuvettes^ drinking 
places, which are generally in the very buildings . 
where are the courts of judicature in France, whither 
the lawyers go to refresh themselves at the ex pence 
of the clients. That word comes from the Greek 
drink. The ancients had also a festival sacred 
to Bacchus, which was called uxi&wy/*, which comes 
from WS<§<, a wine hogshead. It used to be celebra- 
ted at the time of the year when tuns and hogsheads 
used to be new hooped and fitted up, and, while it 
lasted, ajl comers and goers drank wine gratis, just 
as they do in France on St. Martin's eve. The Athe- 
nians kept that festival in the month which they call 
Anthesteron, which is our month of November, as 
Gaza proves it, lib. de mensibus Atheniensiura. By 
which it appears, that the custom used on St. Martin's 
day' in France, on which the parliaments as well as 
others make merry, succeeded to the pithoegia of 
the ancients. 
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All this chapter may be easily understood, by 
those who are acquainted with the customs of 
France; and/ as it may be applicable also to other' 
countries, it cannot seem very dark 'to others. 



This chapter ought immediately to follow the 
sixth : * and is also easily to be construed. It is obser- 
vable, that about midnight, which is the time that ma- 
ny monks are to rise to go to prayers, ^Edituus wakes 
his guests, that they might drink ; telling them, they 
should have eaten three breakfasts already, and that 
if they would consume the mouth ammunition of 
that country, they must rise betimes : Eat them, say* 
he, they multiply ; spare them, they diminish. The 
lean birds, who are singing to them while they are 
to drink, are the novices and sorry monkHngs, who 
chant at church matins or vespers, while the great 
ones snore or tope. 

Panurge, who likes all thi& well enough, is yet for 
something else, and would mix the sports of love 
with those of Bacchus ; and considering, that those 
ecclesiastics enjoy the latter at their ease, yet they 
dare not taste of the first without danger, he brings, 
in the fable of the ass, who slighted the delicious 
food of the high-mettled prancers, because they were 
not allowed to be familiar with the mares. Our 
author ingeniously makes Panurge, who was for co- 
pulating in a lawful way, relate this to the priest ; 
by which he would insinuate, that it were much 
better for them to have a liberty to marry. 



* As we have now made it to do; though we did not think proper 
to change the order of M. Motteux's remarks, that his opinion of th* 
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ON CHAP. VIII. 

With much ado our travellers get a sight of the 
popehawk (it is pope Julius III) who sat drooping 
with his feathers staring about him, attended by a 
brace of little card in hawks and six lusty, fusty bis- 
hawks. Panurge seeing him, cries, A curse light on 
the hatcher of the ill bird ! o' my word this is a filthy 
-whoophooper. . A whoophooper, or a hooper, upu- 
4>a, two^j is a bird whose cop or tuft of feathers ou 
its head is not altogether unlike the papal tiara, 
adorned with a triple crown : the whole delight of 
that filthy fowl is to nestle in man's ordure ; which 
admirably denotes the inclinations of many of the 
jholy fathers, and particularly of Julius III. as I will 
immediately shew. 

The madgehowlet, which was perceived under the 
popehawk's cage, implies either a pope of the female 
Juud, as pope Joan (if there ever was any such) or 
father a donzella, or concubine : unless some critic 
will offer to saty, that this madgehowlet, which iEdi- 
tuus swears is no she-thing, but a male and a noble 
bird, certainly was the cardinal Innocent, with 
wham pope Julius II I. had been passionately in love 
while he was legate at Bologna, nod to whom, as a 
reward for his kind services, he had bestowed a 
cardinal's cap, when he was advanced to the papal 
chair. Since that, this noble cardinal was so very 
intimate with that pope, that Pasqjun could not for. 
tear to say, he believed nothing of ail this, and, 
that Innocent was not handsome enough to be 
Jupiter's Ganymede. 

The brace of little cardiohawkc seem to mean 
either some such young sparks, or rather some of 
that pope's bastards, or at least his predecessor's. 
Paul HI. made two of his bastard daughter's sons 

cardinals 
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cardinals ; and Rabelais, in His fifteenth letter to the 
^ishop of Maillczais, calls them the little cardinals dc 
santu jiore. That pope himself, who had kept a 
Roman lady, della Casa Rufina, and had a bastard 
Don by another, had a sister once kept by pope 
Alexander VI. who had her drawn Jike the Virgin 
Mary. She was married afterwards to a gentleman, 
who haying notice that the pope lay with her in hit 
absence, on his return stabbed her : so to make her 
brother amends, Alexander made him a cardinal 
while he was yet rery young, and afterwards he was 
chosen pope. Rabelais seems maliciously to pun 
upon one of those diminutive cardinals in his letters, 
calling him a cardinaliculc. 

The old green- headed bishawk, moating with his 
mate and three jolly bitter attendants under an ar- 
bour, so that he could not be waked by the buxom 
abeskite, that sung by them like any linnet, is John 
de la Casa, archbishop of Benevento, and legate of . 
the holy see at Venice. He was famous for poetry, 
and wrote a poem in praise of sodomy, which he 
called opera divina ; and said in it, that he knew no 
other love. His indifference for the fiir is happily 
expressed by his snoring near the pretty abeskite, 
that so kindly invites him with her syren's voice ; 
which yet proves too weak air allurement, and can* 
not wake bim into a natural love. 



ON CHAP. IX. 

The island of tools treats of things which are not 
much less odious than the cages of the popehawk 
and bishawk. There is a catch in the prologue to 
the fourth book, which is in a manner a key to this 
chapter : It is that which follows. 

Vol. IV. F Since 
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Since tools without their hafts are useless lumber, 
And hatchets without helves are of that number ; 
- That one may go in t'other and may match it, 
• I'll be the helve, and thou shalt be the hatchet. 

. The author says,^ that those staves or plants, 
which grew up to fit themselves to tools, seemed 
terrestrial animals, in no wise so different from brute 
beasts as not to have flesh and bone ; but their heads 
were down and their feet upwards* At the end of 
the chapter he says : I spied behind I don't know 
what bush, I don't know what folks, doing I don't 
know what business, in I don't know what posture, 
scowering 1 don't know what tools, in I don't know 
what manner, and I don't know what place. This 
chapter requires a larger comment; but, its subject 
being none of the most modest, it is better to leave 
that to be done by those who love to dive to the bot- 
tom of those matters* 



After the veacreal £ames, in the island of tools, 
we have those of chance, in the sharping island. It 
is said to be lean, sandy, barren, and unpleasant ; 
because, in the main, seldom any thing is to be got 
by games of hazard honestly. What is got at one 
time is generally lost at another, and goes as easily 
as it comes: for most gamesters, often prodigal of 
what they have got, seldom consider, that should 
their, profits at the year's end balance their losses, 
they & till will be found to have lost their time, and 
squandered away part of what should have made the 
scales even between profit and loss ; and so, though 
they have won much, they are poorer many times 
than they would have been had they not played at 

all. 
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ill. It is obvious that the two little white square 
rocks, with eight equal points, in the shape of a cube, 
\ are the dice ; the six different stories are their six 
different sides and numbers, that ascend from 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, to 6. Of which' twenty-one points Rabelais 
makes so many devils, because they tempt and be* 
witch men so much ; though, as he observes, 'the 
land is barfen and unpleasant : for, after all, gaming 
is a tedious repetition of the same thing, and a conti- 
nual gazing upon the dice or cards, without any 
pleasing discourse : not to speak of the fear and ago* 
ny of gamesters ; their toil when they pass whole 
nights at play, and break their rest and not their 
fast ; their despair and curses when tfiey have lost ; 
the mean actions by which they debase themselves, 
to borrow or pawn ; and the quarrels, and their sad 
consequences, among the greatest friends, oit the ac- 
count of play. So that Pantagruel's pilot was in the 
right, when he told him that more wrecks had hap* 
pened about those square rocks, than about all the 
others in the universe. 

After the games of hazard, comes another, that is 
as deceitful at least; I mean the trick of relics. 
The author places them in the island of sharping, 
because the church of Rome sharps the superstitious 
laity out of great sums of money by the doubtful 
remains of as doubtful saints, much more than by 
the real relics of the true. Accordingly our travel- 
lers, with a world of pother and ado, formalities and 
antic tricks, were blest at last with a sight of a 
phial of sangreal ; that is, as I have observed on the 
forty-third chapter of the fourth book, what they 
impudently pretend to be our Saviour's blood ; but* 
after all, it was only the scurvy face of a roasted 
coney. Mr Emiliane, in his book of the frauds of 
the Romish priests, tells us, that such a kind of relic 
is in Italy to this day. That pretended blood is 
shewn with great ceremonies, and store of flambeaux, 
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torches, and sanctified papers, Sec. Our author say*, 
that they saw nothing worth speaking of in that 
island, but a good face set upon an ill game ; which 
suits well with. the carriage of those who shew suck 
sham relics : accordingly, he says, they also saw the 
shells of the two eggs, formerly laid and hatched by 
Leda ; which indeed are most worthy being placed 
among such relics. 

The hats and caps of the manufactory of the place, 
( chapeaux de cassade ) may be mentioned to banter 
some prelates, who had a mind to be cardinals, and 
perhaps were fooled out of the money which they 
gate to the pope's favourites to that intent. Avoir 
des cassades is a burlesque expression ; such, as when 
we say, to be gulled, or swallow a gudgeon. Yet, 
as Rabelais says that some of the company bought 
a piece of Leda's egg-shells for a morsel of bread ; 
and then immediately adds, that they bought those 
hats and caps, which, he feared, would turn to no 
very good account ; he may either mean that they 
were cheated there, or bought some sham Agnus Dei' s 9 
arid such holy trumpery. Whatever it be, we find 
that in the next chapter they went . through the 
wicket; aad, for offering to sell them again, were 
clapped into lob's pound, by order of Gripe-men- 
all, arch-duke of the furred-law-cats. 



Pant A gruel prudently past by Condemnation 
•with his fleet ; but some of his companions, more 
unfortunate or less wise, were stopped at the wicket, 
and obliged to take their trial. That wicket is the 
inquisition in general ; and, in particular, the court 
established in 1548, at Paris, against the Lutherans : 
for we find that the furred-law»cats (which mean the 



ON CHAP. XI. 



judges, 




\ 



ON BOOK V. 



101 



judges, presidents a mortier, L e. en parlement) have 
mortar-like caps and furred gowns. A common 
mumper gives an admirable account of the place. 
He speaks of it as a hellish court, where, without the 
least regard, to right or wrong, they imprison, 
behead, hang, and hum those who fall into their 
clutches ; where vice passes for virtue, wickedness 
for piety, treason for loyalty, and robbery for jus- 
tice : yet whatever is acted by them, is approved by 
sll men, except the heretics ; and he charges on its 
members all the woes that infest the world. , One 
would almost think that Rabelais meant some of the 
nobility in the Netherlands by this noble gueux, noblo 
beggar; for so he styles him, after he had called him 
gueux de Pho$tiere } ostiarius mendicus, a common 
mumper : which ht probably did to hide his thought, 
or turn that of the reader from the subject, at th% 
tame time that he speaks to him about it ; a method 
which he has followed almost throughout this- war k„ 
It is known that the protestant nobility, and others 1 
In the Netherlands, got the name of gueux, i. e. beg- 
gars, it ts said for opposing themselves to the setting < * 
up the inquisition : and though some trace the origi- 
nal of that nickname no higher than the time of 
Margaret of Parma's government, others pretend it 
was given them long before, by the Spaniards, on 
that account. If this be not meant of those noble 
assertors of their liberties in the Netherlands, as be- 
ing written some years before that name of gueux 
was universally spread, it must yet be owned, that it 
refers to the persecuting courts of judicature in those 
times, chiefly to the inquisition, or at least to the 
tournelle : that is, that part of the courts of parlia- 
ment in France that tries criminals : for in France 
men have not the privilege of being tried by their 
juries, or their peers, which Englishmen enjoy. 
Gripe-men-all is the head of the inquisition, or per. 
haps the president of that court, which used the 
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protestants so severely in France in 1548. The 
picture over the. chief seat is that of injustice. 



ON CHAP. XII. &c. 

Panuege being brought to the bar, Gripe-men-all 
propounds to him a riddle, and tells him, that the 
earth shall immediately open its jaws, and swallow 
him to quick damnation, if he don't solve it. This 
is exactly the practice of the inquisition : the party 
that is accused is obliged to guess his crime, and the 
name of his accusers ; > and if he guesses amiss, he is 
certainly undone i but if he has the wit or good for. 
tune to discover them, he generally comes off better ; 
and a round fine, with St. Bennet's cap, save him 
from being burned. 

Panurge vainly insists on his innocence : for 
Gripe-men-all replies, That if he hath nothing bet- 
ter to offer, he wilt let him know, that it had been 
better for him to have fallen into Lucifer's clutches ; 
that their laws are like cobwebs, in which little flies 
are caught and destroyed, but which are too weak to 
stop great ones. This may have been spoke on the 
account of Pantagruel, who would not pass through 
the wicket, that is to say, who would not submit to 
the inquisition. 

Gripe-men-all says, Whan did yon hear that for 
these throe hundred years last past, any body ever 

Kt out of this wheel without leaving something of 
behind him ? This is true enough, if spoken of 
the inquisition : and about, three hundred years be* 
fore Rabelais wrote, a court of inquisition was set 
up at Thoulouse, against the Albigenses, by Lewis 
the ninth, called the saint, 

OX 
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ON CHAP. XVII. 

The forward nation is easily known to be thosd 
boon companions, who, as the author says, lov& 
heartily to wind up their bottom, bang the pitcher, 
and lick the ditch ; men who hare been fair swal- 
lowers of gravy soup, notable accountants in matter 
of hours, whose whole lives are one continual din. 
ner, and who at last die of too much fat, of diseases 
got by eating or drinking to excess. This also re* 
fleets upon those who prodigally spend their estates, 
and at last crack their credits, and are forced to ab* 
scond, and thus may, in a manner, be said to be dead; 
This chapter, which now ends with the pleasant 
•tory of the abbot of Castillers, who never used to ba 
familiar with his maids but when he wasdrestin 
pontt&calibus, is imperfect ; or there is a mistake in 
the account of its contents, which premise a relation 
of the danger which Fannrge was in, though not on* 
word of it is mentioned in the whole book. 



ON CHAP. XVIII. 



To attain to the knowledge of truth, 'tis neces- 
sary to take a survey of every thing : so our travel* 
lers, steering their course to its oracle, sail towards 
the Queendom of Whims ; by which, in general, may 
be understood all sorts of strange whimsical notions, 
and alchymy in particular. 

Accordingly, as they come near that country, that 
is, imitate the fantastic wavering people that fall their 
heads with all the strange imaginations which we call 
whimsies, some sudden gusts or scuds of wind arisQ, 
and the wind shifting from point to point is at no 
F 4 t certainly* 
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certainty. They tack about, the gusts increase, and 
by fits blow at once from several quarters. This 
Tery well represents an unfixed mind, that unmetho- 
dically applies itself to many things at once ; then 
leaves, them to think on others, which soon resign the 
working brain to a crowd of succeeding raw and un- 
digested notions. 

The master of the ship orders the sheets to be let 
fly, for fear of overset ting the ship, and is for running 
adrift, or temporizing, as the author calls it ; those 
gusts not being dangerous. This may mean, that 
'tis not always proper to oppose altogether the mclU 
pations of some men, oven white it 'leads them to 
studies and attempts that seem insignificant ; since 
time soon weans them of their darling follies ; and 
thus they know the better how to distinguish bet ween 
the useful and the unprofitable. 

After all, this may refer to some of these donbtftii 
points, about which the learned were as idly feus*' in 
that age, as nowadays many are about them and 
ethers ; placing religion more in notions than in ao* 
tionSj and neglecting the practice to talk of the 
theory. Such questions are those of free-will, pre- 
destination, justification, &c. by which the people 
reap as little benefit as the teachers gain glory, when 
they display their learned ignorance about them. 
Pantagruel's ship that is stranded, or run aground, 
endeavouring to weather- coil and break through the 
whirl-wind, after it has been tost by it, is an image of 
those, who thinking to ease their fluctuating minds, 
lit last venture on some new notion, which at first 
seems plausible to some; but they are soon graveled, 
and do not know how to get off. The empty drums, 
which were on board the ship that came from Queen 
Whims, which towed the Pantagruelists off ground, 
put me in mind of the help which school-divinity af- 
fords in such doubts ; an* empty noise, mere wind, 
and that's all ; just as harmonious as the sound made 
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6y the gravel, and the seamen's cheers* Even thai 
fantastic relief proves real to some, who are whimsi- 
cally drawn by it, and by that means are in a fair 
way to proceed, and, being led by the current, like 
our travellers, arrive at the Queendom of Whims. 



ON GHAP. XIX. 

That place, which is also called Entelechy, and 
its rnleT Queen-whims, or Quintessence, is alchymy* 
the pretended philosophical stone ; as also quacks, 
and those beggarly projectors, who, if you will be. 
lieve them, can make you rich, and promise moun- 
tains of gold, whereas they sometime^ want brass to 
buy bread : and, more generally, this refers to all 
addle-headed students and contrivers. All know 
how infatuated many , of the chemists are with the 
lapis, anruin potabile, and a thousand medicines, at 
whose very sight, they'll tell you, diseases disappear-. 
The leprosy, the plague, poisons, though never so 
corrosive, the venereal disease, the gout, palsies ; in 
short, all obstinate and dangerous evils are cured by 
them in an unaccountable manner, if you will believe 
them. Now Rabelais, who, as Thaanus says, was 
a most learned and experienced physician, gives us 
freely to understand that all those pretenders are so 
many cheats, who sometimes deceive themselves, but 
generally others. For this reason, the first port of 
that island, whereat he makes his fleet touch, is Ma- 
teotechny, Mar»t^tx 9 ' a > tna * tne study of foolish 
unprofitable arts: yet he makes those who profess them 
give their country the name of Entelechy, from 
*£»rtXfx«'*j actus perfectio ; as it is rendered in 
Aristotle's second book de anima. Tully, TuscuL 
lib. 1, would have it to signify a perpetual motion. 
Now, as several learned men in former ages have a! - 
F 5 "* mort 
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most as largely descanted upon the word, as some in 
this have lost time about the thing*, Rabelais reflects 
upon them for it in this chapter ; and at the same time 
those grammarians, who dispute so hotly about 
words and neglect things, may de aimed at, as deserv* 
lug to be placed among those who apply themselves to 
unprofitable studies. 



Rabelais ridicules here those empirics whose 
chief talent is impudence and lies, while they pretend 
to the cure of incurable diseases ; and also those who 
seek an universal remedy, Rosicrucians, disciples of 
Trismegistus, Rairaond Lullius, Arnold of Ville- 
neuve, and such as are said to have understood the 
great work, or arcanum philosophicum, and (if yon 
will believe them) the only true sons of wisdom. This 
makes him say, that queen Whims eared all manner 
of diseases with a song, full as effectually as some 
kings rid men of the evil, that takes its name from 
their dignity : by which he meant, that all those pre* 
tended cures are just as solid as a song, and are no- 
thing but vain talk. 

The queen's affected pedantic speech mimics 
the way of talk of some of our demi virtuosos, who 
cannot think any one speaks well, unless he express 
himself with far-fetched metaphors, long tropes, un- 
common words, per ambages y tedious circura locu- 
tions, and such fulsome stuff. Accordingly we find 
that Pan urge could not tell how to answer her in the 
same cant ; neither did Pantagruel return a word. 
However, they dined never ,the worse after it, white 
the queen fed on nothing but categories, abstractions, 
second intentions, metempsychoses, transcendant 
prolepsies, expressions, deceptions, dreams, &c. in 
Greek and Hebrew. 



ON CHAP. XX. 
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ON CHAP. XXI. 



Our travellers see the queen, and some of her 
subjects, who sift, searse, bolt, range, aud pass away 
time, and revive ancient sports. This reflects on 
those who wholly apply themselves to the study of 
the customs of the ancients, while many times they 
are ignorant in those of the moderns ; a sort of book- 
worms, some of which, conversing with none but the 
dead, are hardly qualified for the company of the 
living. Our author,who seldom forgets the monks, says, 
that one of the 1 queen's officers, cured the consump- 
tive by turning them into monks, by which means 
they grew fat and plump. What he »ays of the nine 
gentlemen who were rid of their poverty, havings 
rope put about their necks, at the end of which hang 
a box With? ten thousand crowns in't, may refer to 
some in those times who either had, or fancied they 
were to have, the collar of the order of St. Slichael, 
or some other, bestowed on them with a pension. 



This chapter ridicules those, who attempt impos- 
sibilities : accordingly, our author says they made 
black -a- moors white, rubbing their bellies with the 
bottom of a pannier ; plowed a sandy shore with 
three couples of foxes in one yoke, and did not lose 
their seed : which undertakings have given occasion 
to several proverbs among the ancients, to denote la- 
bour in vain, as JEthiopem dealbare ; arenas a rare ; 
late rem lavare ; pumice aridius ; ex asino lanam ; and 
ethers, which our author, has purposely mentioned. 



ON cnAP. XXIL 
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Some mathematicians, dialecticians, naturalists, and 
metaphysicians, are ingeniously satirized in this 
chapter. 



*i Queen-Whims' or Quintessence's snpper, is not 
more substantial than her dinner : for she eats no* 
thing bat ambrosia ; drinks nothing but nectar 4 ; and 
the lords and ladies that were there, fared on such 
dishes as Apicius dreamed of. AH this is dream 
and. poetical food, and consequently of easy diges- 
tion. An olla or hodge-podge follows, which may 
represent a mixture of contused notions jumbled to- 
gether. The cards, dice, cnequers and bowls full of 
gold (for those who would play) the mules in stately 
trappings, velvet litters and coaches, art; the vaili 
ftopes of those who are subject to whims, and dream 
of finding the philosopher's stone. , ' 

The queen tastes and chews nothing : her prsegus- 
tators and masticators (her tasters and chewers)dd 
that for her % and she never visks a closestool but 
hy proxy. This signifies, that those who employ 
. those cheats, who pretend to make gold, swallow 
every thing that comes from them, without examin- 
ing the sense of it, or chewing the cud upon the mat- 
ter : all goes down glibly with them, so greedy they 
re of possessing such a mighty secret. 'But the al- 
ehymists, whom they trust, bestir their grinders lus* 
iily in the mean time, and do not feed altogether 
on smoke, as do their patrons, who are here said 
iiever to go to stool but by proxy, because they 
are only fed with words and promises : all vanishes 
in smoke. The word spodizater signifies one who 
fairly gets soot from brass, by trying and melting it 
down. 
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ON CHAP. XXIV. AND XXV. 

The ball in the manner of a tournament, which 
was performed before the queen, is a most lively and 
ingenious description of the game of chess. The 
floor of the hall, which is corcred with a large piece 
of velTeted white and yellow chequered tapestry, 
means the chequer board. The thirty two young 
persons, one half drest in cloth of gold, and the other 
in cloth of silver, are the thirty two chess men J 
kings, queens, bishops, knights, rooks, and pawns. 
They play three games ; the two first are won by 
the silfered king, and the last by his' adversary. 

Our author, who cannot be too much admired for 
his art in raising satirical reflections of great moment, 
most naturally, out of trifles where they are least ex. 
pec ted, in the midst of this admirable allegory, seems 
to have reflected upon his king Francis's rashness, 
which made him to be taken prisoner at the battle of 
Payia : for, speaking of the golden queen, who in 
this latruncularian war (if I may use the expression) 
skirmished too boldly, and was taken, he says, the 
rest were soon routed after the taking of their queen ; 
who, without doubt, from that time resolved to be 
more wary, and not to venture so far amidst her ene- 
mies, unless with more forces to defend her. 

He also brought in very pleasantly cardinal Cusa'S 
boyish observation, in his simile on a top or gig ; and 
so he has done almost all over this work. 

He is not less artful in bringing off his Pan tag rue- 
lists, that they may no longer be hindered by whims 
from arriving at the oracle of truth : for he says, that 
while they minded this pleasing entertainment, and 
were charmed with the melody that played to the 
dancers, Queen Whims vanished ; and they strait went 
on board their ships, the wind being fair ; for had 

they 
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they not set sail immediately, they could hardly hare 
got off ia three quarters of a moon in the warn. That 
4s to say, by the means of music, ingenious games, 
dancing, and other innocent recreations, many ease 
their minds of perplexing thoughts, and leave those 
crabbed, whimsical, unprofitable studies, which 
wholly possessed them before ; for those idle busy 
fancies vanish, like the evil spirit of Saul, at the har- 
monious sound of instruments : but should not the 
mind, after this, be immediately applied to some solid 
enquiries that may engross all its faculties, it wi)uld be 
in danger of being taken up again with unnecessary 
and uncertain businesses. 

'Tis observable that Rabelais has made these chap- 
ters Tery clear, and almost sufficient to teach a man 
to play at chess ; that his satirical allegories throoglt- 
eut the work, which are darker, might be though* 
of no greater moment than this ball and tournament 



The island of Odes, where the ways go* up and 
down, is the subject of this chapter. The author 
seems partly inclined to droll, by the means of an 
hypattagical expression, used by the English as well 
as by the French ; while, speaking of a way or road, 
we ask, whither it goes ? ins read of asking, to what 
place men go by that way ? He takes thence an op- 
portunity to banter Aristotle's saying, that all .self- 
moving things are animals. 

By the by, he gives a touch to the schoolmen, 
when he says, that he saw one taken up with a war- 
rant, for haying; in spite of Pallas, (invita Minerva) 
taken the school way, which is the longest. What 
he says of Bourgcs highway, which went with the 



ON CHAP, XXVI. 
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deliberation of an abbot, mast be understood of that 
university, famous for the study of the civil law. 

He calls it the island of Odes from O^k, which 
signifies a way or rode ; a conveniency to forward m 
in a journey | as a waggon, boat, &c« a way or rule 
of living | a method ; and finally, an ambush on a 
road by robbers. Now in some of these senses the 
ways may -properly -enough be said to go up and ^ 
down ; and allowing to the word way, the latitude 
of the Greek word the enigma will easily be 
solved. There may also have been some persons na- 
med Chemin, or du Chemin, in the castle and village 
of OdQS in Bigorre, where queen Margaret of 
Navarre died ; and the author may perhaps allude to 
their surname, as common in France as way is in 
England* 



ON CHAP. XXVII. 

The island of the Sandals is the next plane which 
our travellers visit. Rabelais calls it tide de% Esclot s> 
-Esclot is a patten, sandal, or a wooden shoe in 
some parts of France, particularly towards Thou* 
louse : so because it is the dwelling of friars, and 
many of them wear sandals or dogs, I call it the island 
of Sandals. ■ Yet as the word esclop was formerly 
used in France for esclave, a slave, I am persuaded 
that our author gave that name of esclot to this 
island, chiefly to disguise his intent, which was to 
tell us that its inhabitants are esclops, slaves : for 
such all monks become to the will of their superiors^ 
by the vow of obedience which they are obliged to 
make at their admission into their respective soda- 
lities. All this chapter is a most cutting satire on 
monachism in general, and seems to reflect parti* 
cularly on the Jesuits ; but the author has affected to 

bo 
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be mystical all along, In what may be applied to 
them. 

The jesuits may well be called slaves, considering 
their rules ; some of whieh are these, exhibited in 
exerciHa spiritualty Ign. Loyolce, printed at Antwerp. 
4 They must abandon all judgment of their own, be 

# always ready to obey the church of Rome, and be- 
< lieve that black is white, and white is black, if she 
f says it : they ought to regard the command of their 
4 superior, as that of God himself, and submit to hi» 
1 government, as though they were mere machines, 

* or an aid man's staff, to be moyed at his pleasure/ 
'Twas upon this account that pope Paul III. con- / 

firmed the establishment of their society, which was 
ftot to exceed sixty, in 1540, about ten years before 
Rabelais wrote this book. The time of their iusti- . 
tution agrees very well with what Rabelais says, that 
Benius III. shewed a spick and span-new monastery 
to our travellers, contrived by him for the semiquaver 
friars. What is added may refer to all monks and 
friars in general. 

By the statutes, bulls, and patents of queen 
Whims, they were all drest like so many house-bur. 
hers : this reflects first on the pope and his bulls, as 
being whimsical, for setting up new monasteries against 
the hair, while many pull them down ; and then im- 
plies that they burn the houses where they come ; 
wasting the substance of families, and blowing up 
the fire of division every where. 

Their quilted paunches shew that they love to stuff 
their hides to the purpose. 

Their double codpieces, one before and t'other 
behind, shew, that many a monk, and particularly a 
jesnit, is ad utrumque paratus ; d parte post a parte 
ante; and may well say, hanc veniam petimusque 
dftmusque vkissim. This abominable practice of theirs 
made the author say, that some dreadful mysteries 
"were duly represented by this duplicky of codpieces ; 
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and as be speaks in the plural, they may also imply, 
that a monk does as much work as tiro others at the 
venereal exercise. 

Their shoes are round ; that they may more for* 
ward, backward, or sideways, as their interest guides 
them. 

Their chins are close shaved ; to shew there i* 
no holding or fleecing a monk ; or, to speak more 
plainly, nothing to be got by them. 

Their feet are iron shod ; because there is no dri* 
Ting them out when once they get footing : for they 
stick close, and firmly keep their hold. 

They shave the hind parts of their poles, from the* 
crown to the omopiata, or the muscles of the shouU 
d*r blade ; that nose may take hold of them behind. 

They wear sharp razors at their waste. This may 
man a good stomach, or thai they cat to the quick 
whatever lies in their way. 

They grind them twice a day, and set them thrico 
anight; by die 'means of their matins, vigils, the 
office of the day, 6e, 

Tfcef hare a round ballon thair feet This ball is 
the world, which they would gladly bring under their 
subjection : neither is it strange it should be said to- 
be on their, feet* in opposition to fortune that has a 
ball under her's. For, 'tis said by Friar John, at 
the end of the chapter ; Ay, ay, this is the world, 
and t'other is the country : may I never piss, if this 
be not an antichthonian land ; and our very antipodes. 
So that, according to the vulgar acceptation, suppos* 
ing the earth to be here under our, feet, it must be on 
or above our antipodes. 

The flaps of their cowls hide their noses ; so they 
laugh without fear both at fortune and the fortunate: 
that is, within their monasteries, they laugh in their 
sleeves at those whose good fortune enables them, and 
whose foolishness inclines them, to help to maintain 
them in their idleness. 
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The hind-parts of their heads are always uncovered 
*g are our faces* and coarsely daubed over with eyes 
and a mouth : which denotes the grimaces and antic 
tricks with which they amuse the silly people, in a 
manner only shewing their backside to them, while, 
as we hare said, they really laugh to one another at 
the gulled mob's simplicity. \ 

When their hind face went forward, you would 
have sworn this had been their natural gait : that is, 
by their tow of poverty they grow rich, rule by their 
row of- obedience, are the lewder for their vow of 
chastity^ and get forward when they seem to lose 
ground. 

If they offered to waddle along with their bellies 
forwards, you would have thought they were then 
playing at blind-man's-buff : because they are not 
used to walk fairly, or act like other people, and 
are to seek when they must leave their crooked ways, 
and go the right way to work. 

They are booted and spurred, as i{ were, to take 
a journey to heaven ; but instead of hastening thither 
on horseback, they sleep and snore as soon as 'tis 
owl-light. 

They are obliged to yawn, and that is their break* 
fast This implies their laziness, and perhaps the 
dinging or bawling at matins. 

-TJiey wash their hands and mouths* This may be 
the taking of holy water. 

Then they sit down on a long bench, and pick 
their teeth, till the provost gives the signal ; , which 
beard, they stretch out their jaws as wide as they can, 
and" gape and yawn for about half an hour, more or 
less, according to the day. This may mean their 
sitting down, while the office of the day is read, and 
then their singing and quavering. 

After this, they went in procession, going out at 
another door than that through which they came into 
the church : whence PantagrueJ concludes, that they 

are 
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are not such fools as his attendants take them to be* 
baying more holes than one to creep out at* 

Cogifaio mus pusUlus quam sit sapiens bes(ia> 
JEtatem qui uni cubili nunquam commtttit mam ; 
Quia si unum ostium obsideatur, aliud perfugium 



At the procession, the idol of fortune is carried in 
state, and the image of virtue follows it, carried by a 
semiquaver, who all the while besprinkles the idol 
with holy water : which shews that fortune goes be- 
fore virtue among the monks, and that they are la- 
vish of their incense to none but the fortunate. 

After the procession, they went into the fratry- 
room, and there kneeled under the tables ; because 
'tis the heaven where reside the only gods they adore; 
placed in the dishes as -on so many thrones. This 
way of explaining this dark passage, appears the more 
justifiable, considering what Pantagrnel says, in the 
34th chapter, to the illustrious lantern that guided 
him and his company through an arbour covered ove# 
with leaves and branches of vines, and loaded with 
clusters. ' Jupiter's priestess,' said he, ' would 
' not, like us, have walked under this arbour* 
< There was a mystical reason, 9 (answered the most 
conspicuous lantern) ' that would have hindered 

* her : for had she gone under it, the wine, or the 

* grapes of which it is made, that's the same thing, 
' had been over her head, and then she would have 
'seemed over-topt and mastered by wine ; which 

* s : gnifies,' &c. 

They had each of them a lantern below the breast 
and stomach, on which they leaned. The lantern 
should be an empty belly : for after their breakfast, 
which consisted only of yawning, chanting, and qua* 
vering, they had not so filled themselves as not to 
want to stuff the gut. 

The huge Sandal, who^ while they were in thai 

post««$ 



quwrit. 
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posture, used to come in with a pitchfork in bis hancrV 
and treated thorn after a fashion, is the friar, who al- 
ways comes in with a book, in which he reads while 
they are at table. 

They begin their meal with cheese, and end it with 
mustard and lettuce. This shews, like most of this 
chapter, that these semiquavers affect a way of living 
quite contrary to other mens; and as cheese is esteem, 
ed heavy food> and hard to be digested, when much 
of it is eaten, principally by itself, and before we 
are filled with other things, whose digestion it might 
help ; so by eheese may be meant the benedicite, or 
grace before meat, which is as heavy, tedious, and 
irksome to the gluttonous hungry fraternity, as a 
long-winded presbyterian grace to a ha&faioifhed 
libertine, when dinner is upon the table* 

The mustard and lettuce, with which they end the 
meal, is the agimus, or grace after meat, almost as 
an pleasant to the semiqwers, who think it irasea* 
tonable, because they are ia haste to go about the 
recreation* mentioned ia the next chapter* Out 
author, according to his custom of hiding his iouahea 
of the satire in equivocal expressions, may mean, that 
this ceremony after dinner, moult tarcte, multum 
iardatf is tedious, and /e* toe, is death to. them ; thus, 
punning upon moutarde and laitug. 

After dinner, they pass some time in praising those 
gods who blest' them with so sweet a life, and are ta- 
ken up the rest of the day with acts of charity ; as 
rubbers* at cuffs, sniting and flyflapping, worming 
and pumping, tickling, jirking, and fir king one ano- 
ther ; and such other pious deeds, as are contained 
in the twenty-eighth chapter. 

Then at night they boot and spur each other, (by 
which something very odious secmS meant) and clap 
their barnicles on the handles of their faces ; which 
may imply that they are obliged to look about them, 
for f ear of being discovered. 



At 
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At midnight they are called up by one of their bro» 
ther Sandals, and do as in the day-time. 

When they are on the sea and rivers, they are en* 
joined neither to touch nor eat any manner of fish ; 
and to abstain from all manner of flesh when they are 
at land. That is, monks use to seem kind to those 
who are near them, and who support them, and only* 
bite the absent : yet even this is not always true; 
but 'tis more certain, that as they are dainty, they 
long for things that are not easily got ; as for exam- 
ple, fresh meat at sea, and fresh fish at land, chiefly 
in such inland places as are very remote from seas oar 
river*. / 



ON CHAP. XXVIII. 

Pan u roe asks a semiquaver friar many questions 
concerning the private customs of the monastic tribe, 
particularly their chastity and sobriety : to which the 
good friar, in more than laconic terms, .gives seriou*. 
and most pertinent answers : and though nothing but 
monosyllables can be got from him, he^ speaks so 
fully, clearly, and to the purpose, that all the twenty 
eighth chapter needs no commentary. By this af- 
fected brevity, Rabelais ridicules that of some of the 
hypocritical monks, when they come among the 
laity ; which makes Friar John say, the dog yelps at 
another guess rate when he is among his bitches ; 
there he is pollysy liable enough, my life for yours. 



ON CHAP. XXIX, 

Tins chapter is full of reflections upon the keep- 
ing of lent, occasioned by the answers of the semi- 
quaver, 
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quaver, whtf concludes in monosyllables, that Epi- 
stemon ought to be burnt for a rank heretic, because 
he inveighs .against it, and the hypocrisy and tricks 
of his brother cheats, during that harvest of theirs. 



ON CHAP. XXX. AND XXXI. 

The island of Satin means more than one thing. 
First, it signifies such tapestry work as we call arras; 
in which are represented several histories, fables, and 
as fabulous animals and vegetables, such as are many 
of those of which the author speaks in these two 
chapters. He displays a great knowledge of anti- 
quity in the account he gives us of those matters, 
and an uncommon wit and judgment in his remarks. 

This island means chiefly the works of several an- 
cient and modern authors mentioned here, who ha- 
ving often spoke by hearsay, are not to be believed 
in many things, though their style be as smooth and 
soft as satin. We may also understand by that land 
of Satin, the romances of that age. filled with mon- 
sters and monstrous tales ; and ^chiefly that of Amadis 
de Gaul, which was then very much read ; the best 
writers, as I have already said, having chosen to 
translate that book, to display in it all the beauties, 
copiousness, and graces, which the French tongue 
-could boast of in the reign of Henry II. 

What he says of Hearsay, who kept a school of 
vouching, is easily understood : but every one here 
does not know that many natives of Perche, Maine, 
and some adjacent parts in France, are in ill repute, 
as to the point of veracity, in the other provisions of 
that kingdom, u here they esteem those countries the 
nurseries of affidavit men, and pettifoggers: which 
snakes our author say, that they lived so well by their 
trade of evidencing, that they treated strangers, and 
J - made 
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made a great figure in that age ; in which thing they 5 
are perhaps out-done by some in this, They advised 
our travellers to be as sparing of troth as possible, if 
ever they had a mind to get court-perferment ; but 
our author, who was of another part of France, 
could not learn to follow their directions* 



Lanteunland is the land of learning, frequented 
by bachelors of arts, masters of arts, doctors, and 
professors in various studies, bishops, &c. Thus in 
the preceding chapter, Aristotle is seen in a blind 
corner holding a lantern, watching, prying, cudgel- 
ling his brain, and setting every thing down, with a 
pack of phiiosophasters about him, like so many 
bums by a head bailiff, because he is lantern of the 
peripatetics. Here we have Bartoius, the lantern of 
the civilians ; Epicurus, one of the lanterns of the 
stoics. 

The lantern of Rochel on a high tower, which 
stood his fleet in good stead, casting a great light, . 
seems to be Geoffroy d'Estissac, bishop and lord of 
Maillezais, one of Rabelais's best patrons, and even 
for that never to be forgotten. He would not call ♦ 
him the lantern of Maillezais, for this had been too 
plain and improper, because Maillezais is an inland 
town : but as Rochel was then the chief town in that 
"diocese, insomuch that the episcopal see has been 
transferred to that sea- port-town in 1648, he calls 
him the lantern of Rochel, which he places on a high* 
tower, because that prelate was eminent for his 
quality, as well as for his virtue and learning. We 
may easily see by Rabelais's letters to him, that he 
was neither a papist nor a bigot ; and had those which 
they wrote to each other in cyphers been ever pub- 
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Itshed, I do not doubt but he would hav e appeared as 
much a friend to the reformation, as some of the 
Ifcouse of Rochefoucauld who were the heirs of his 
family. Thus the lanterns of the church are the bi- 
shops, doctors of divinity, deans, preachers, and all 
those who can explain the sacred writ: at least 'tis 
certain, they apply those words of the gospel to them- 
selves, ' You are the light of the world.' 

He tells us, that the lanterns held their provincial 
chapter : so this may be thought by some to refer to 
the council of Trent. Yet 1 had rather understand 
it of some meeting of the clergy in France, or more 
particularly of the university of Paris ; some of whose 
iest members may be the lanterns which lighted our 
travellers, after they had made their application to 
the queen for one to conduct them to the oracle of the 
bottle, or rather to the knowledge of truth. Our 
author concludes this book with the explanation of 
that passage, making the priestess commend the Pan. 
' tagruelisfs for having imitated the philosophers in be- 
ing guided by a good lantern ; adding, that two things 
are necessary to arrive safely and pleasantly at the 
knowledge of God and true wisdom : first, God's 
gracious guidance ; then, man's assistance. 
f 1 The L) chnobians, who inhabit a little hamlet near 

the port of Lanternland, are booksellers. They live 
by lanterns, that is, by the learned, as the gully- 
gutted friars live by nuns ; that is, they grow as fat 
by buying and selling their works, as the hungry 
friars do by managing the concerns of nuns, of which 
they are so greedy. They are studious people; that 
is, they often study how to get a good copy for little 
or nothing, contrive a taking title, &c. and are as 
honest men as ever sh— in a trumpet 1 believe this 
needs no comment. 

ON 



Digitized by Google 



ON BOOK V. 



ON CHAP. XXXIV. 



Being lighted and directed by the lantern, [the 
learned] our travellers at last arrive at the island 
where was the oracle of the bottle, [truth.] Their 
guide desires them not to be daunted whatever they 
see, because fear disorders the mind, and renders us 
incapable of discovering truth. They pass through a 
large vineyard, in which are all sorts of vines, which 
yield leaves, flowers, and fruits, all the year round. 
There they eat three grapes, put vine~leaves in their 
shoes, and take vine-branches in their hands. 

The variety of vines in this large vineyard, impliei 
the vast field through which the learned range in the 
•search after truth : some matters, like the leaves, 
are unprofitable ; Some, like the flowers, pleasant; 
•and others, like the fruit, useful. But they must 
use even the last moderately (which is implied by 
the three grapes;) and at the first entrance into the 
regions of truth, be -soberly wise. The insignificant 
leaves must be trod under foot: for this reason they 
put some in their shoes ; and also to shew they have 
'mastered the rudiments of learning : unless some will 
say, that the leaves at their feet signify their desire 
of stepping forward to come to the oracle of truth. 
Vine-branches (which may well be supposed to have 
flowers as well as leaves) are held by them in their 
left-hand, in token of their hopes to reap the fruit of 
their study. 



Thjet go down under ground through a plaistered' 
vault, on which is coarsely painted a dance of wo* 



ON CHAP. XXXV. 
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men and satyrs, waiting on old Silenus, who was 
grinning on horseback on his ass. This shews, that 
we must not dwell on the surface or outside of things, 
but dive to their very centre or bottom to come at 
truth. This also may refer to this work. The plais. 
tcred vault, on which is coarsely daubed -a dance of 
women and satyrs, is its literal sense, smutty, drun- 
ken, lewd and satirical expressions ; and our author- 
is the Silenus, who grins and laughs at every one. 
He has ingeniously brought in a discourse about the 
antiquity of Chinon, his native tbwn ; by which he 
seems at the same time to ridicule the fables that are 
reported' in many towns about their founders, whom 
some makte as ancient as the patriarch of highest pedi- 
gree in Wales. 



ON CHAP. XXXVI. 

OuR pilgrims, going down the tetradic stairs, find 
si resting place after the first step, another resting- 
place after the third, another after the sixth, and a 
fourth resting-place after the tenth step. This im- 
plies, that the progress made at first, in the way to 
truth, is but small ; but by degrees a greater is made, 
the more we get forward : so that on the second day 
we go twice as far as we did the first ; three times as 
far on the third ; and four times as far on the fourth; 
till at last we come to our journey's end. 



ON GHAP. XXXVII, &c. 

The description of the temple, .its gates, pave- 
ment, walls, lamps, and fountains, is a master-piece 
of architecture ; by which the author shewed, that 

3 he 
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ht knew as weliall the beauties of that art, as he 
did those of every other that deserves the applica- 
tion of a man of sense. If any have a mind to look 
for mysteries in all this, perhaps they may find many 
whose discovery will reward their search. As for 
me, as I have not had ..leisure to say more in less 
room, I will only say something of 1t that may give 
a general idea of the author's design, and so con- 
clude* » ~ 

Bacbuc, which is the name of the bottle, and also 
that of the priestess, who ministers at the oradej is 
Hebrew, and, as we have said, signifies a bottle. 

Our mysterious author may perhaps be thought to 
have had a mind to hint, that the Hebrew original, 
or text of the bible, is the first spring of truth, that 
Sows out of it into the versions, as wine poured out 
of a bottle into a glass or cup. Then, -as on the 
portal of the temple, there was written in characters 
Of the finest gold, 'EN 'Oiwn 'aah©eia, some may 
think it implies, that the wine of truth is also to be 
found in the Greek text of the new testament, which 
gives the name of wine to truth : bny wine and* honey 
without money. The two folding gates may bo 
fancied to denote the old testament and the new, 
which must be opened to come to the oracle of truth. 
Every one will not like this manner of explaining 
those passages ; but all, I hope, will approve the tfol- 
lowing way of understanding the rest. 

The perspicuous lantern, which lighted and guided 
out votaries, opens those gates ; but desires them 
not to take it amiss, that she dpes not go into the 
temple, with them, leaving them wholly to the con- 
duct of the priestess Bacbuc : for the lantern was not 
allowed to go in for certain causes, rather to be con* 
cealed than revealed to mortals. However, she ad* 
vised them to be resolute and secure. 

This mystical reason is, that as truth is hated in 
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Ibis world, inosT of the learned, who know it, are 
afraid of conversing with it openly, lest this, make 
many men their enemies, spoil their preferment, rain 
them, and perhaps cost them their lives. For this 
reason they come to the very portal of truth's temple, 
and even open the gates to others ; yet do not enter 
within its sanctuary. 

The greatest men, both of the clergy and laity in 
France, acted thns in the reigns of Francis I. and 
Henry II. 

Bnt another cause of that venerable lantern's stay* 
ing without the temple, was, the piercing glory whick 
.flowed out of the inextinguishable lamp, which filled 
the subterranean temple with a light infinitely quick* 
er and clearer than that of the sun* . So that this ex- 
treme brightness would have utterly dimmed ^uut 
eclipsed that of the lantern* ' _ 

The author could never have concluded better thaa 
by paying, that when our sages shall wholly apply 
their minds to a diligent and - studious search after 
truth, beseeching the hidden God to. make himself 
known to them, that almighty Being, will do it, an4 
impart to them also, the knowledge of his creatures* 



O* THE PANTAGRUELIAN PROGNOSTICATION, AND 
OTHER SHORT PIEOE8. 

Our author, who was a learned astronomer, hat 
chiefly ridiculed astrologers in his prognostication. 
He published an almanack, printed at Lyons jn 
1563; and perhaps this was printed with it. How* 
erer, we cannot be sure of this : for it is not to b» 
procured, no more than some of his letters, besides 
bis sciOmachy, and festirals at Rome, in cardinal- da 
fteHaj's palace at the duke of Orleans's birth. I am 
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told, that something of the nature of these predic- 
tions has been printed here in poor Robin's alma, 
nack.* I do not wonder at «t: far as there is wit 
and satire in this piece, ereneaseof the most learned 
men in Germany has not beeb ashamed to borrow a 
great deal of it ; I mean Joachim Fortius Rindel* 
befgius, Who begins a small piece of this nature, 
with the Tery beginning of the second chapter of 
this. 

Thus he has it in Latin : Proximo anno cceciparum 
aut nihil videbunt, surdi male audient, muti non lo- 
quentur. Ver erit calidum ac humidum, cestas balida 
# sicca, autumnus frigidus Sf siccus, hyems frigida Sf 
sicca. Mstaie erunt quandoque pluvke, interdum 
fulmina Sf tonitrua. Bellum erit inter aucupes Sf aves, 
inter pise a tores Sf. pisces, inter canes Sf lepores, inter 
fetes Sf mures, inter lupos ^ ove» 9 inter monackos Sf 
ova. Multi interibitnt pisces^ boves, oves, porci, caprae, 
fuUiy Sf capones ; inter simias, canes Sf equos, mor* 
non tantopere saroiet. Senectus eodem anno erk im- 
medicabilis propter annas qui protcesserunt. Non pauci 
inopid laborabunty SfC. p. 556. 

There runs a rein of protestantism through most of 
this work, which is* undoubtedly Rabelais's, though 
'tis said to be calculated by Aleofribus Nasier; for 
that name is only an anagram of the author's, Fran* 
cois Rabelais. 

The epistle, said to be written by the Limosin, 
partly in an affected Frenchified Latin, is to ridicule 
that way of writing, as appears by the epigram 
after it. 

The cream of encyclopedic questions is a trifle, 
which, like many other more insignificant of other 

G S great - 

# The present editor hath seen several English imitations of this 
prognostication, that are much older than the rise of poor Robin's al- 
manack. The Owle's almanack, Jack-dawe's prognostications >.aiid 
some others ia- the reign, of king, James- k- werc of this kind.. 
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great men, has been kept from oblmon meerly for 
the sake of its author, and added to hfe works, with 
the epistles, after his death, as appears by the titl* 
page of some old editions of the fifth book. 

The epistle to the old hag, seems to*bea sharp in- 
vective against the church of Rome. 

The epistle to the wise matron, seems to be an en* 
comiam on the reformed church. 



THE 




THE 



AUTHOR'S PROLOGUE 



Indefatigable 




topers, and you thrice pre* 



cious martyrs of the smock, give me leave to put a. 
serioiis question to your worships, while you are idly 
stroking your codpieces, -and I myself not much bet- > 
ter employed : Pray, why is it that people say that 
men are not such sots now-a-days as they were in 
the days of yore ? Sot is an old word, that signifies 
a dunce, dullard, jolthead, gull, wittal, or noddy, one 
without guts in his brains, whose cockloft is un fur- 
nished, and, in short, a fool. v Now would I know, 
whether you would have ns understand by this same 
saying, as indeed you logically may, that formerly : 
men were fools, and in this generation are grown 
wise ? How many and what dispositions made them 
fools ? How many and what dispositions were want* 
ing to make 'em wise? Why were they fools? How. 
should they be wise ? Pray, how came you to know 
that men were formerly fools ? How did you find 
that they are now wise ? Who the devil made 'em 
fools ?• Who a God's name made 'em wise ? Who 
d'ye think are most, those that loved mankind fool- 
ish, or those that love it wise? How long has it 
been wise ? How long otherwise ? Whence pro* 
ceeded the foregoing folly I Whence the following 
wisdom ? Why did the old folly end now, and no ' 
later ? Why did the modern wisdom begin now, and 
no sooner ? What were we the worse for the former 
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folly ? What the better for the succeeding wisdom ? 
How should the ancient folly be come to nothing ? 
How should this same new wisdom be started up and 
established ? 

Now answer me, an't please you : I dare hot ad- 
jure you in stronger terms, reverend sirs, lest I make 
your pious fatherly worships in the least uneasy. 
Come, pluck up a' good heart ; speak the truth and 
shame the devil, that enemy to paradise, that enemy 
to truth : be cheery, my lads ; and if you are for me r 
take me off three or five bumpers of the best, while 
I make an halt at the first part of the sermon ; then 
answer my question. If you are not for me, avanntl 
avoid Satan! For I swear by my * great grandmo- 
ther's placket, that if you don't help me to solve that 
puzzling problem, I will, nay, I already do repent 
having proposed it : for still I must remain nettled and 
gravelled, and the devil a bit I know how to get off. 
Well^ what say you ? I faith, I begin to smell you 
out. You are not yet disposed to give me an answer ; 
nor I neither, by these whiskers. Yet to give some 
light into the business, I'll e'en tell yon what had 
been anciently foretold in the matter, by a venerable 
doc, who beteg moved by the spirit in a prophetic 
vein, wrote a book ycleped, the prelatical bagpipe. 
What do you think the old fornicator saith ? Hear* 
ken, you old noddies, hearken now dr never. 

The jubilee's year, when all, like fool* wete shorn. 
Is about thirty [trente] supernumerary. 
, O want of veneration i fools they seem'd, 
But, persevering, with long breves, at last 
No more they shaltbegaping, greedy fools : 

For 

■\ 

* Great grandmother's placket J The original is,, rnon erand Aur- 
luburkt. An* lower* in ch.>5, friar John says, saint Hurluburlu. 
Tbe ehrtich wartith of the Germans, i. c. upon my hoflonr, in good 
truth, may have been Rabelais's occasion to forge this burlesque oath out 
of the corruption of those German words,, as he before had framed St. 
Pfcaud from the Germau bi Gott 
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. For they shall shell the shrub's delicious fruit, 
Whose flow'r they in- the spring so much bail fear'd* 

• ISanjuHU que tout k monde raire 
. Fad as j se feit, est sitpernumeraire. 

Au dessus trente t O pen de reverence ! 
Fat il sembhit ; mats, en perseverance 
De long brevets, fat plus ne glotix sera; 
€ar le doux frukt de V hcrbe esgoussera 9 
Dont tant craignoit la fleur en prime vere. 

Now you have it r what do- you make on't ? The 
leer is ancient, the style laconic, the sentences dark, 
fike those of Scotus, * though they treat of matters 
dark enough in themselves. The best commenta- 
tors on that good father take the jubilee after the 
thirtieth, to be the years that are included in this pre* 
sent agetHi 1550, [there being but one jubilee every 
iity years.] TVfen shall no longer be thought fools 
next green pease season* 

. The fools, whose number, as Solomon certifies, is 
infinite, shall go to pot like a parcel of mad bedla- 
mites as they are ; and all manner of folly shall hare 
m end, that being also numberless, according to A?i- 
cenna, mama infinite sunt species. Folly harng 
been driven back and hidden towards tho centre, du» 
ring the rigour of the winter, 'tis now to be seen en 
the surface, and buds out tike the tree*. This is as 
plain as a nose in a man's face : you know it by ex- 
perience ; you see it. And it was formerly found out 
by that great good man Hippocrates, Aphorism. 
Vera etemm maniac, This world therefore wisify. 
ing itself, + shall no longer dread the flower and. 

G 5 blossoms 

* The original does not say sentences of Scotus, tart let sentence* 
tcot'mes, i, e. obscure sentences, from cntorMor, ienebrostt*. So in 
Cotgrave's dictionary, edition 1673, itolin is Englished by obscure, 
without naming Scotus j but M. Motteux ntighk perhaps think the au- 
thor meant those of Scotus, by tcotpies. 

t Shall no longer dread, *cj Lodovfoss Nonius, !. 1 , c, 9, of his 
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bjossoms of beans every coming- spring, that is,' as 
you may piously befieve, bumper in hand, and tears 
in eyes, in the woful time of lent, which used to keep 
them company. 

Whole cartloads of books, that seemed florid, 
flourishing and flowery, gay and gaudy as so many 
butterflies; but in the main were tiresome, dull, 
soporiferous, irksome,mischieyous, crabbed, knotty, 
puzzling, and dark as those of whining Heraclitus, 
as unintelligible as the numbers of Pythagoras, that 
king of the bean, according to 1. 2. sat. 6, Horace : 
those books, 1 say, bare seen their best days, and 
shall soon come to nothing, being delivered to the 
executing worms, and merciless petty-chandlers : 
such was their destiny, and to this they were predes- 
.tinated. 

In their stead beanfc in cod are started up ; that is, 
these merry and fructifying Pantagruelian books, so 
much sought now-a-days, in expectation of the foU 
lowing jubilee's period : to the study of which wri- 
tings all people have given their minds, and accord* 
> ingly have gained the name of wise. 

. Now, I think, I have fairly solved and resolved 
jour problem : then reform, and be the better for it* 
Hem once or twice, Irke hearts of 'oak ; stand to 
your -pan -puddmgs, and take- me off your, bunrfpers^ 
{ * -.«•'!. " . nine 

Dc re clbaria. Kefcrt Simcoih Settii, (rn his tiook De facilitate cibav 
riorum) illot qui tbntius tn lotas ver'santur, . ubi copkHeefabm proveni- 
ttnt, mentis per turbaiiouem 4T mgenji Jiebetudinem perapere, quqniam. 
tnali vapores Sr fire peslilentes ex fa reddantuf, qui quaquaversutn, 
aerem inficiwit, qui omiinenter Hiatus ctrebri-fefKperaturam subvertit. 
Un<k nan omnino explodenda videtwr vUigatq Gfiinjo, ouram exfp-t 
' barton fioribus expirantem, menie commoiis perniciosam esse, auah- 
quam etiam commode dicemus, nbn ideo mentem tterturbari, quod f aba 
flares natii sint, ted quod verm tempore* quanaq scilicet fabe fiorenU 
juxta Hippocraiem III. aph, 20, furores $ 'morbi melwctylici potis* ^ 
simum regneni. 

' From whence the proverb, 

Suand les /eves sorU en fieur, les feus soni en »%?/e«r» 

. 'Sew in flower, madness (or folly) in power* 
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nine go-downs, and huzzaJ since we are like to hare 
a good Tint age, and misers hang themselves. Oh f 
they'll cost me an estate in hempen collars if fair 
weather hold. For i hereby promise to furnish them 
with twice as much as will do their business, on free- 
cost, as often as they will take the pains to dance at 
a rope's end, providently to save charges, to the no 
small disappointment of the finisher of the law. 

Now my friends, that you may put in for a share 
of this new wisdom, and shake off the autiquated 
folly this very moment, scratch me out of your 
scrolls, and quite discard the symbol of the old phi- 
losopher with the golden thigh, by which he has for- 
bidden you to eat beans : for yon may take it for a 
truth, granted among all professors in the science of 
good eating, that he enjoined you not to taste of them 
only with the same kind intent with the * fresh water 
physician Amer, late lord of Camdotiere, kinsman 
to the lawyer of that name, who forbad his patients 
the wing of the partridge, the rump of the chicken, 
and the neck of the pigeon, saying, A(a mala, rump urn 
dubium^ collum bonum, \ ^peMc rcmotd. For the 
dunsjeal dog-leech was so selfish as to reserve them 
for his own dainty chops, and allowed his poor pa- 
tients little more than the bare bones to pick, lest , 
they should over-load their squeamish stomachs. 
■ To the heathen philosopher succeeded a pack of ca- ' 
pusions, monksj who forbid us the use of beans, that 
is, Pantagruelian books. They seem to follow the 
example of Philoxenus and Gnatbo^one of whom was 
G 6 a Sicilian, 

* Fresh-water physician.] Young and unexperienced ; as we say, a 
fresh-water sailor ; or eke, - as du Chat observes, a physician whose 
prescriptions do neither good nor harm, like freth water. 

f Pelle remotu.] John de la firuiere Cham pier, 1. 15, c. 8, of his 
treatise De re cibaria : valgus jactat collum avium, sed prccsertim 
galli/wcei generis, bonum, cute deiracta. Alii clarituti ocyloru'm 
ij/ficere crettiderunt. It is therefore true, that many people think the 
necks of poultry uneatable till the skin's taken off. But they don't 
consider, that if your nice eater* ate sometimes averse to that *kin, 'tis 
because it was not well-pickt by the cook. , 
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a Sicilian, of fulsome memory, the ancient master^ 
guilders of their monastic e ram-gut voluptuousness ; 
who, when some dainty bit was served up at a feast, 
filthily used to spit on it, that none but their nasty 
selves might have the stomach to eat of it, though 
their liquorish chops watered never so-much after it. 

So those hideous, snotty, pthisicky, eves«dropping, 
musty, moving forms of mortification, * both inr 
public and private, curse those dainty books, and like 
toads spit their venom upon them. 

Now though we have in our mother-tongue seve- 
ral excellent works in verse and prose, and, heaven 
be praised, but little left of the trash and trumpery 
stuff of those dunstcal mum biers of Ave Maries, and 
the barbarous foregoing Gothic age ; I have made 
bold to chuse to chirrup and warble my plain ditty r 
or, as they say, to whistle like a goose among the 
swans, rather than be thought deaf among so many 
pretty poets and eloquent orators. And thus I am 
prouder of acting the clown, or any other under party 
among the many ingenious actors in this noble play, 
than of herding among those mutes, who, like so- 
many shadows and cyphers, only serve to fill up the 
house, and make up a number ; gaping and yawning 
at the flies, and pricking up their lugs, like so many 
-Arcadian asses, at the striking up of the music ; thus 
silently giving to understand, that their fopships are 
tickled in the right place. 

Having taken this resolution, I thought it would 
not be amjsg to move myDiogenical tub, thatyou might 
not accuse me of living without example. I see a 



' * Both in public and private, curse. Sec.'] Curse and detest 'em, 
not in their hearts, nor when they're alone in their cells, but only in 
the pu'.pil, and in certain particular company: and hypocrisy, which 
Vas very common even in St. Jerom's time, who having felt the ef- 
fects of it himself, exclaims against it in the preface of his book on thfe 
chronicles : s<rpe rodentes ore canino in pubheo detrahunt quod tegunt 
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gwarm of our modern poets and orators, your * 
Colinets, Marots, Herouets, Saint Gelias, Selels, 
Masuels, and many more ; who haying commenced 
masters in Apollo's academy on mount Parnassus, 
and drunk brimmers at the caballian fountain, among 
the nine merry muses ^ have raised our vulgar tongue, 
and made it a noble and everlasting structure. Their, 
works are all Parian marble, alabaster, porphyry, and 
royal cement : they treat of nothing but heroic 
deeds, mighty things, grave and difficult matters J 
and this in a crimson, alamode, rhetorical style. 
Their writings are all divine nectar, rich, racy, spark* * 
ling, delicate and luscious wine. Nor does our sex 
wholly engross this honour ; ladies have had their 
share of the glory : + one of them, of. the~ royal 
' blood of France, whom it were a profanation bui 
to name here, surprises the age at once by her trail* 
scendent and inventive genius in her writings, and 
the admirable graces of her style. Imitate those ^ real; 
examples, if you can ; for my part, I cannot. Every 
one, you know, cannot go to Corinth. When So* 
lomon built the temple, all could not give gold by 
handfuls ; each offered J a shekel of gold. 

Since 

* See du Chaff account of these authors at large in loc. I shall only 
acquaint the reader, that M. Motteux bv mistake calls the third of 
this list Drouet, instead of Herouct. Anthony Herouet, says du 
Chat, -was a Parisian, an excellent poet, and was raised to the episco* 
pal see of Digne in Provence. Paquler, 1. 7, c. 7, of his recher* 
chet, extols this poet ; and Joachim du Bellay had long before said of 
this deserving author, 

Sen cdmt her oat t sen condu IpwrtK*, verum 
Nomen eroeti,faia dedere tibi, 

f One of (km of tke royal blood of France.] Margaret of Vatois, 
queen of Navarre, sister so Francis the first : born at the castle of E»- 
goulemc 10 April 1492, and died in that of Audos in Beam the 21 Dec. 
1549. See the elogiom of this princes* in Brantome* and m 1. 3 of the 
additions to Castlenau's memoirs. Of all her writings, whether itt 
prose or verse, nothing did more honour to her pen than her Hepta- 
meion, which, after several editions in the old French, was some year* 
ago published in the modern. 

J A shekel of gold.] In chap, xxx of Exodus, every person, poor 
or rich, is- taxed at half a shekel. 
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Since then 'tis not in fay power to improve our 
architecture as much as they; I am e'en resolved to 
do like * Renault of Montauban: I'll wait on the 
masons, set on the pot for the masons, cook for the 
stone-cutters; and since it was not my good luck to 
be cut out for one of them, I will live and die the ad- 
mirer of their divine writings. 

' As for you, lit ic envious prigs, snarling bastards, 
puny Zoiluses, you'll soon have railed your last : + 
, go hang yourselves, and chuse you out some well- 
spread oak, under whose shade you may swing in 
State, to the admiration of the gaping mob ; you shall 
never want rope enough. While 1 here solemnly 
protest before my Helicon, in the presence of my 
Dine mistresses the muses, that if I live yet the age of 
a dog, eked out with that of £ three crows, sound 
wind and limbs, like the old Hebrew captain Moses, 
§ Xenophilus the musician, and || Demonax the phi* 
loso{Hier, by arguments no ways impertinent, and 
reasons not to be disputed, I will prove, in the teeth 
of a parcel of brokers and retailers of ancient rhap- 
sodies, and such mouldy trash, that our vulgar tongue 
is not so mean, silly, inept, poor, barren, and con. 
temptible, as they pretend. Nor ought I to be afraid 
of I know not what botchers of old thread-bare 
Btuff, a hundred and a hundred times clouted up, 
and pjeced together ; wretched bunglers, that can do 



• Renault de Montauban."] la the last chapter of the romance of 
Aimon's four sons, we find Renaud, as the first act of penance for his 
past life, carrying hods of mortar for the building St. Peter's church at 
Cologne. ' 

f Go Mng ifOuYiehes.] A* did Ziolus, thatim placable enemy to 
Homer's reputation. Vendentem volo Zoilum vidert\ says Martial. 

% 'lnree crows.] According to Hesiod, as reported t>y Pliny, I. 7, 
c. 48, the crov or raven lives nine times the age of a man. So Rabe- 
lais took no short term. 

• j Xenophilus.'] Pliny, 1. 7, c. 70, says, after Aristoxenus, that the 
musician Xenophilus lived 105 years. See Lucian in his discourse on 
long-livers. ' 

• || Demonax.'] He lived near 100 years, without ailing any thing 
in body or mind. Sec Luciau's discourse entitled Dcm nax. 
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nothing but new-ramp bid rusty saws ; beggarly 
scavengers, that rake even the muddiest canals of,ani 
tiquify for scraps and bits of Latin, as insignificant as 
they are often uncertain. Beseeching Our grantees 
of Witland', that, as when form erjj" Apollo had dis- 
tributed all the treasures of his poetical exchequer td 
his favourites, tittle hulch-backed * JEsop got for 
himself the office of apologue-monger : in the same* 
manner, since I do not aspire higher, they would not / 
deny me that of puny f rhyparographer, or riff-raff 
follower of Pyreicus. 

I dare swear they will grant me this : for they are 
all so kind, so good-natured, and so generous, that 
they'll never boggle at so small a request. Therefore 
both dry and hungry souls, pot and trenchermen, 
fully enjoying those books, perusing, quoting them in 
their merry conventicles, and observing the great 
mysteries of which they treat, shall gain a singular 
profit and fame : as in the like case was done by 
Alexander the Great, with the books of prime philo- 
sophy composed by Aristotle. 
1 p rare ! belly on belly ! what swillers, what twist* 
I ers will there be ! 

Then be sure ail you that take care not to die of , 
the pip, be sur^, I say, you take my advice, and stock 
yourselves with good store of such books, as soon as 
you meet with them at the booksellers ; and do not 
only shell those beans, but even swallow them down 
like an opiate cordial, and let them be in you ; I say, 
let them be within you : then you shall find, my be- 
loved, 

* ASsop got, &c] This is taken out of Philostratus, T. 5, c. 5, of 
ApoJlonju»*s life. 

f Pu?ty Rhypmrographer, &c.] Ryparographer, Gr. pmafos, 
sordidus. Pyreicus the painter is so sirnamed by Pliny, because he 
confined himself only to drawing ridiculous and grotesque pictures ; in 
which he however excelled in his time, as Rabelais did iri his ; who -~ 
by his romance, for all it seems at first sight so impertinent to many 
people, hath acquired him the title of a refined wit, a good poet, and 
one of the best French writers that has ever appeared. 
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loved, what good they do to all clever shelters of 
beans. 

Here is a good handsome basketful of them, which 
I here lay before your worships : they were gathered 
in the very individual garden whence the former 
came. So I beseech you, reverend sirs, with as much 
respect as ever was paid by dedicating author, to ac- 
cept of the gift, in hopes. of somewhat better against 
next visit the swallows give us. 
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CHAP. I. 

tfOIT PANTA0RVEL ARRIVED AT THE RINGING I8LANP, 
AND OF THE NOME THAT WE HEARD* 

Pursuing our Toyage, wc sailed three days, with, 
out discovering any thing, on the fourth we made 
land. Our pilot told us that it was * the Ringing . 
Island, and indeed we' heard a kind of a confused 
and often repeated noise, that seemed to us, at a 
great distance, not unlike the sound of great, middle- 
sized, and little bells, rung all at once, as 'tis cus- 
tomary at Paris, Tours, Gergeau, Nantes, and 
elsewhere, on high holidays; and the nearer we 
came to the land, the louder we heard that jangling* 

' Some 

* The Ringing /*M*d.) He that made the keytfo Rabelais assert^ 
England to be meant by the Ringing Island ; but he's mistaken, 
since, besides several other reasons, that Island had already withdrawn 
itself from the Pope's authority, under Edward VT. when this book 
was written* 
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Some of us doubted that it was the Dodonian ket- 
tle, or the portico called .Reptaphbne, in Olympia, 
or the eternal humming of the colossus raised on 
Memnon's tomb, in Thebes, of Egypt, or the horrid » 
din that used formerly to be heard about a tomb at 
Lipara, one of the *iEolian Islands. But this did 
not square with cborogTirphy. 

I don't know, said Pantagruel, but that some 
swarms* of bees hereabouts may be taking a ramble 
in the air, and so the neighbourhood make this 
dingle dangle with pans, kettles, and basons, the co. 
ry ban tine cymbals of Cybele, grandmother of the 
gods, to call them back. Let's hearken. When we 
were nearer, among the everlasting ringing of these 
indefatigable bells, we heard the singing, as we 
thought, of some men. For this reason, before we 
offered to land on the Ringing Island, Pantagruel 
was of opinion that we should go in the pinnace to 4 
small rock, near which we discovered an hermitage, 
and a little garden. There we found a diminutive 
old hermit, whose name was Braguibus, born at, 
+ Glenay. He gate us a full account of all the jang- 
ling, and regaled us after a strange sort of fashion : 
four lire- long days did he make us fast, assuring us 
that we should not be admitted into the Ringing 
Island otherwise, because it was then one of the four 
fasting, or ember weeks. As I love my belly, quoth 
Panurge, I by no means understand this riddle : me- 
thinks, this should rather be one of the four windy 
weeks 5 for while we fast we are only puffed up with, 
wind. Pray now, good father hermit, have hot you 
here some other pastime besides fasting ? Methinks. 
'tis somewhat of the leanest : we might well enough 
'be without so many palace holidays, and those fast* 
ing times of yours. In my Donatus, quoth friar 
John; I could find yet but three times or tenses, the 



preterit, - 



* Eolian.) See Pliijy for all these particulars, 
f Glenay.} lu Poitou. 




Chap, iv 



preterit, the present, and the future, and therefcWI 
make a donative of the fourth (i. e. the fast of the 
quatre-tems) to be kept by my footman. That time 
or tense,' said Epistem on, is'aorbt, derirefd from the 
pTOter-imperfeel tense of the Greeks, admitted in va- 
riable and uncertain times. * Patience per force is 
a remedy for a mad -dog. Satth the hermit, 'tis as I 
told you, fatal to go against this : whoever does it . 
is a rank heretic, and wants nothing but* fire and 
faggot, that's certain. To deal plainly with you, 
my dear pater, cried Paaarge, being at sea, I much 
more fear being wet than being warm, and. being 
drowned than being burnt. 

Well, however, let us fast in GocTs name ; yet I 
have fasted so long, that it has quite undermined my 
flesh, and I fear that at last the bastions of this bo- 
dily fort of mine -will fall to ruin. Besides, I am 
much more afraid of vexing you in this same trade of 
fasting ; for the devil a bit I understand any thing 
in it, + and it becomes me very scurvily, as several 

Jeople have told me, and I am apt to believe them, 
or my part I don't much mjnd fasting: fof 
alas ! 'tis as easy as pissing a bed, and a trade of 
which any body may set up : there needs no tools. 
I am much more inclined not to fast for the future s 
for to dp so, there's some stock required, and some 
tools are set to work. No matter, since you are sq 
stedfast, and have us fast, let us fast as fast as We can* 
and then breakfast in tjie name of famine. Now 
are come to these esurial idle days. I vow I had 
quite put them out of my head long ago. If we must 
fast, said Pantagruel, I see no other remedy bu,t to 

fet rid of rt as soon as we can,, as we would out ot a, 
ad way/ I'll in that space of time somewhat loolj; 

ever 

•. * P0fynce t f&ci) The proverb it theetigfaal fe, patience, say the 
Jeperg. Alluding to the. herb patience (Lapaihumj which those af« 
flitted with the leprosy ie^4<tejrwitb great eagerness, to relieve them. 
. f sjnd it btames me very scttrvily.] Jttatculus <rque nulku §ttg 
qwmqwwfomrtt* Planum Seiche* act % ecenel* i j 
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over my papers, and examine whether the marine 
study be as good as ours at land. For Plato, 
to describe a silly, raw, ignorant fellow, com. 
pares him to those that are bred on shipboard, as we 
would do one bred up in a barrel, who never saw 
any thing but through the bung-hole. 
. To tell you the short and long of the matter, our 
fasting was most hideous and terrible: for, the fifrst 
day we fasted at * fisticuffs, the second at cudgels, 
the third at sharps, and the fourth at blood and 
wounds: such was the order of the + fairies. 



CHAP. II. 

llOW THE RtHGlNO-iSLAKD RAO BftSN IKHA&lfED »T 

tun siVKiHss, wiio w»£ *scome waut. 

Having fttsted as aforesaid* the hermit gave us a 
letter from one whom he called \ Albian Camar* 
master -SSdituus of the Ringmg-island : but Panurge 
greeting him, called him, master Antttius. He waa 
a little queer old fellow, bald.pated, with a snout 
whereat you might easily have lighted a card match, 
Jmd a phte* as red as a cardinal's cap. He made u* 
all very welcome, upon the hermit's recommenda- 
tion, hearing that we had fastedj, as I have told 
toil. 

When 

* fislicufs, &<-.]. The meaning of aH this is, that one or two 
£ays fasting mayn't do a man much harm, but three or four days may 
nrejodiee his- health, nay> be as touch *» hn lifA worth. • 
a £ fairies.] Who had ordained the fatal (as said before), fast of the 
ember-weeks. 

1 Albian Ct&rutr.) Thif must tare been some jacehta,' or at least 
seme ecclesiastic with a black cassock under a white surplice. Albian, 
from tlbtu, white 5 and the iprietts of Btftl were qalled in Hebrew 
tfmanm, only because of their wearing Waek gowns. See the second 
of Kings,, ch. xiiii^mst 5. See Stuokius de gentilitttt tvrsto*. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Chap. II. OF RABELAIS. 141 



When we bad well stuffed our puddings, he gave 
us aii account of what was remarkable in the island ; 
affirming, tfcat.it sad been at first inhabited by the 
Siticines : bat that, according to ike course of na- 
ture, as all things, you know, are subject to change, ■ 
they were become birds. 

There I had a full account of all that Atteins,* 
Capito, Pollux, Marcellus, A. Gellius, Athenaeus, 
Snidas, Ammonias and others had writ of the SitU 
cines ; and then we thought we might as easily be~ 
lieve the transmutations of Nectymene, Progne, • 
Itys, Alcyone, Antigone, Tereus, and other birds. 
Nor did we think it more reasonable to doubt of 
the transmogrification of the Macrobian children 
into swans, or that of the men of * Pallene inr 
Thrace into birds, as soon as they had bathed them* 
selres in the Tritonic lake. After this the devil a 
word could we get out of him but of birds and 
cages. 

The cages were spacious, costty, magnificent, and 
of an admirable architecture. The birds were large, 
fine, and, neat accordingly ; looking-as like the men 
in my country, as one pea does like another: for 
they eat and drank like men, muted hke men, di- 
gested like men, but stunk like devils ; slept, billed 
and trod their females like men, but somewhat, 
ofteoer : in short, had you seen and examined 'em 
from top to toe, you would have laid your head to a 
turnip that they had been mere men. However, 
they were nothing less, as master iEdituus told us ; 
assuring- us, at the same time, that they , were neither 
secular nor laic : and 'truth is, the diversity of 
their feathers and plumes did not a little puzzle us. 

Some of them were all over as white as swans, 
others as black as crows, many as grey as owls,, 
others black and white like magpies, some all red 

like 

•* PaUcnt in ThmU #&] Pitoy» 1. 4, ch. 10, plac^i. Pal lent 
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like red-birds, aod others purple >aad wtoi£e like 
some pigeons. He caHed the ginales clerghawks* 
monkhawks, priesthawks, abbothawks, bish hawks, 
cardinhawks, and one popehawk, who is a species 
by himself. He called the females, clergkites, nun* 
kites, priestkites, abbesskites, bishkitesj cardinkites, 
and popekites. 

However said he, as hornets and drones will get 
among the bees, and there do nothing bnt bnzz, eat, 
and spoil every thing) so, for these last three hundred 
years, a vast swarm of bigottelloes flocked I don't 
know hpw among these goodly birds every fifth, full 
moon, and have bemuted, bewrayed, and conskitcd 
the whole island. They are so hard favoured and 
monstrous, that none can abide 'em. For their wry 
nocks make a figure like a crooked billet ; their 
* paws are hairy, like those of rough-footed pi- 
geons ; their claws and pounces, belly and hreecby 
like those of the + stymphalid harpies. Nor is it, 
possible to spot them out: for if you get rid of one, 
straight four and twenty new ones fly thither. 

There had been need of another monster- hunter, 
such as was Hercules : for friar John had like to. 
have run distracted about it, so much he was nettled 
and puzzled in the matter. As for the good Panta- 
gruel, he was e'en served as was * messer Priapus, 
contemplating the sacrifices of ^eres, for want of 
skin. 

CHAP. 

•f* Paws are hairy.] Dangerous hypocrites: with Jacob's voice, 
hut the "hands of Esau : 
S 1 Siwnphalid.] See Diodorus Stculas. 

J messer Priapus."] The gods having been invited by their good 
mother to a feast, repaired to it one and all, eveta the nymphs and 
satyrs, not excepting Sitenus himself. Their godships, after spend- 
ing part of the night in drinking pretty liberally, some fell asleep* 
others went to dancing and other little sports. Priapus running after 
the nymphs, spied Vesta asleep. Whether or no he knew her, or 
took her for tomebodv else, he resolved not to miss the opportunity. 
As ill-luck would have it, the moment he was going to work, SUenus's 
»*• fell a braying, and awaked Vesta, who getting up in a sad fright, 



Digitized- by Google 



Ctu*. III. OF RABELAIS. 



141 



CHAP. HI. 



HOW THERE IS BUT ONE POPEHAWK IK THE RING* 
ING-1SLAND. 

We then asked master ^idituus why there was but 
one popehawk among , such numbers of venerable 
birds, multiplied in all their species ? He answered, 
that such was the first institution and fatal destiny of 
the stars: that the clerghawks begot the priesthawks 
and monkhawks, without carnal copulation, as some 
* bees are born of a %oung bull : the priesthawks 
begat the bishawks, the bis hawks the stately cardin. 
hawks, and the stately cardinhawks, if they livelong 
enough, at last come to be popehawk. 

Of this last kind, there never is more than one at 
a time ; as in a bec-hive there is but one king, and in 
the world but one sun. 

When the * popehawk dies, another rises in his 
stead out of the whole brood of cardinhawks ; that 
is, as you must understand it all along, + without 
carnal copulation. So that there is in that species 



and the celestial gentry running in upon the noise she made, poor 
Priapus was discovered; nor could he with the skirt of his robe, had 
it been four times as large, conceal the condition he was in. It's an 
idle frivolous story. Ovid,.in the sixth of his fasti, tells it' agreeably, 
as he does every thin? else, and Lactantius after h m, I. \ s of hia»di- 
vine institutions, n. 21. I have added a little to the thing, the better 
to explain our author's text/ who has darkened the fact exceedingly, 
by saying Ceres instead of Cybele, and skin instead of covering or 
lappet. I'm not lo^c informed that Cybele and Ceres have passed 
.fur one and the same deity ; but peop'e should not thus jumble and 
confound names in a piece of history occasionally reported. As the 
effect, which the sight of so many lovely females produced on Panta* 
gruel, could not but be very extraordinary, perhaps Rabelais did it 
on purpose to wrap it up the better. 

* Beet.] See 4th book of Virgil's Geo/gics. 

f Without carnal, fee.] Cent <eUrna> in qua nemo nascitur, said 
Pliny formerly, 1. 5, c, 17, of certain hermits called essenes, dwel- 
ling in the desaxU of Palestine* 



an 




144 



. THE WORKS 



Book V. 



an individual unity, with a perpetuity of succession, 
neither more or less than in the Arabian phoenix. 

'Tis true, that about * two thousand seren hun* 
tired and sixty moons ago, two popehawks were 
seen upon the face of the ear tit: but then you nerer 
saw in your lives such a woful rout and hurly-burly 
as was all over this island. For all these same birds did 
vo peck, clapperclaw, and maul one another all that 
time, that there was the devil and all to do, and the 
island was in a fair way of being left without inhabi- 
tants. Some stood up for this popehawk, some for 
t'other. Some, struck with a dumbness, were as 
^Bttte as so many fishes ; the <tevil a note was to be 
gat out of them : part of the merry bells here were 
as silent as if they had lost their tongues, I mean their 
clappers. 

During these troublesome times, they called to 
their assistance the emperors, kings, dukes, earls, 
barons, and commonwealths of the world that live on 
f other side the water ; nor was this schism and sedi- 
tion at an end, til! one of them died, and the plura- 
lity was reduced to a f unity. 

We then asked, what moved those birds to be 
thus continually chanting and singing? He answered, 
that it was the bells that hang on the top of their 
Cages. Then he said to us, WH1 you have me make 
these monkhawks, whom you see + bardocucullated 
with a bag, such as you use to strain Hippocras wine 



, * Two thousand^ Sec] At twelve moons a year, (Rabelais, as he 
insinnates in the preface of this book, composing it about the year 
1550.) the 2760 moons he speaks of, i. e. 230 years, point out the 

Jeajr 1380, the time of the great schism, which was caused on one 
and by Urban VI. sitting at Rome, and on the other hand, the pre- 
tended Clement VIL sitting at Avignon. 

f Unity,] At the council of Constance, where cardinal Otho, of 
the family of Colonna, was made nope by the name of Martin V. 

J Bardocucullated.} The benedictines, or rather bernardines, 
whose cowl looks like the bard ocusti) his (or hood) of the ancient inha* 
nttaols of Saintonge, Langres, and tome other GanN. See FaucW* 
Ant. Gau!. t 1, cb. 5. 
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through, sing like any wood-larks ? Pray do, said 
we. He then gare half a dozen pulls to a little rope, 
which caused a diminutive bell to give so many ting- 
tangs ; and presently a parcel of mortkhawks ran to 
him, as if the devil had drove 'em, and fell a singing 
like mad. 

Pray, master, cried Panurge, if I also rang thir 
tell, could I make those other birds yonder, with 
redherring coloured feathers, sing ? Ay, marry would 
you, returned iEdituus. With this Panurge hanged 
himself (by the hands, I mean) at the bell- rope's 
end, and no sooner made it speak, but those smoak- 
ed birds hied them thither, and began to lift up their 
voices, and make a sort of untowardly hoarse noise, 
which I grudge to call singing. jEdituus indeed 
told us, that they fed on nothing but fish, like the 
herns and cormorants of the world, and that they 
were a * fifth kind of cucullati newly stamped. 

He added, that he had been told by Robert Val- 
bringue, + who lately passed that way in his return 
from Africa, that a sixth kind was to fly hither out 
of hand, which he called capushawks, more grum, 
vinegar-faced, brainsick, fro ward, and loathsome, 
than any kind whatsoever in the whole island. 
Africa, said Pantagruel, still uses to produce some 
new and monstrous thing. , 

* F\fth kind.] The minims, instituted by Francis dc Paula, about 
the middle of the 15th century, long after the establishment of the 
four orders of mendicants. 

A gentleman of Picardy. In 1540, he made a voyage to Ca- 
nada, fee. 
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HOW THE BIRDS OF THE RINGING-ISLAND WERE ALL 



Since you have told us, said Panfagrael, how the 
popehawk is begot by the cardin hawks, the cardin- 
Iiawks by the bishhawks, and the bishhawks by the 
priesthawks, and the priesthawks by theclerghawks, 
1 would gladly know whence you have these same 
clerghawks. They are all passengers, or travelling 
birds, returned JEdituus, and come hither from 
* t'other world ; part out of a vast country, called 
Want-o T bread, the rest out of another toward the 
west, which they style, Too-many-of-'em, From 
these two countries flock hither, every year, whole 
legions of these clerghawks, leaving their fathers, 
mothers, friend6 and relations. 

This happens when there are too many children, 
whether male or female, in some good family of the 
latter country ; insomuch . that the house would come 
to nothing, if the paternal estate were shared among 
them all; (as reason requires, nature directs, and 
God commands.) For this cause parents used to rid 
themselves of that inconventency, by packing off the 
younger fry, and forcing them to seek their fortune 
in this isle Bossart, (or humpy island.) I suppose 
ha means l isle Bouchart, near Chinon, cried Pa- 
nurge. No, replied t'other, I mean Bossart (crook- 
ed) for there is not one in ten among them, but is 
either crooked, crippled, blinking, limping, ill- fa- 
Toured, deformed, or an unprofitable load to the 



'Twas quite otherwise among the heathens, said 
Pantagruel, when they used to receive a maiden 

among 

* Monki arc said to be civilly dead, to this world. 



passengers. 



earth. 
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among the number of vestals : for Leo Antistius af- 
firms, that it was absolutely forbidden to admit a 
virgin into that order, if she had any vice in her 
soul, or defect in her body, though it were but the 
' smallest spot on any part of it. I can hardly be- 
Here, continued jEdituus, that their dams on t'other 
side the water go nine months with them ; for 
they cannot endure them nine years, nay, scarce 
seven, sometimes in the house : but by putting only 
a shirt over the other clothes of the young urchins, 
and lopping off I don't well know how many hairs 
from their crowns, mumbling certain apostrophised 
and expiatory words, they visibly, openly, and 
plainly, by a Pythagorical metempsychosis, without 
the least hurt, transmogrify them into such birds as 
you now see; much after the fashion of the Egypt- 
ian heathens, who used to constitute their isiacs, by 
shaving them, and making them put on certain li- 
nos to Jes, or surplices. However, I don't know, my 
good friends, but that these she-things, whether 
clcrgkites, monkites, and abbesskites, instead of 
singing pleasant motets and * charisteres, such at 
used to be sung to Oromasis by Zoroaster's institu- 
tion, may be bellowing out such catarates and scy- 
thropys, (cursed, lamentable, and wretched impre- 
cations) as were usually offered to the Arimanian 
daemon; being thus in continual + devotion for their 



Arimanian, a little lower, is inexcusably wrong as an adjective. It is 
in Plutarch a substantive, viz. Af>f//x«H®-> meaning the daemon Ari- 
manius. To translate it Arimanian, is as if one translated Ay)(j.r>rpi<&', 
Demetrian. As for catarates and scythrobes, ihe author doubtless 
^meanl to oppose scythropes to pleasant, and catarates to charisteres. 
He*sinthe right as to O'xvOpwv&'t which moans sad, melancholy. 
A*for catarates and char uteres, the former are motets to curse our ill- 
wishers, the latter to bless our benefactors: only, by the way, 
Karot^ar^s signifies cursed, not cursing. 

«f Mr. Mot'eux is vastly uistaken hereto say,, in continual devo- 
tion for their friends. Rabelais >means just the contrary : font conti- 
nuelle devotions de leurs parens & amis, i. e. they (the cloistered 




people) 
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kind friends • and relations, that transformed them 
into birds, whether when they were maids, or thorn- 
backs, in their prime, or at their last prayers. 

But the greatest number of our birds came out of 
Want-o-bread, which, though a barren country, * 
where the days are of a most tedious lingering length, 
overstocks this whole island with the lower class 
of birds. For hither fly the * assaphis that inhabit 
that land, either when they arc in danger of passing 
their time scurvily for want of belly-timber, - being* 
unable, or, what's more likely, unwilling, to take 
heart of grace, and follow some honest lawful calling, 
or too proud hearted and lazy to go to service in 
some sober family. The same is done by your 
frantic inamoradoes, who, when crossed in their 
wild desires, grow stark-staring mad, and chuse this 
life suggested to them by their + despair [too cow* 
ardly to make them swing, like their brother I phis 
of doleful memory.] There is another sort, that is, 
your gaol birds, who having done some rogues trick, 
or other heinous villany, and being sought up and 
down to be trussed up, and made to ride the two or 
three-legged mare that groans for them, warily scour 
off, and come here to sare their bacon : because all 
these sorts of birds are here provided for, and grow 
in an instant as fat as hogs, though they came as 
lean as rakes ; for having the benefit of the- clergy, 

they 

people) are continually devoting or cursing their friends, who pat 
them there. What nays Merlin Coccaie ? Est monach*, quando 
mori/ur, moladire parentes, 

* It should be spelt asapheis ; it means obscure, little known. Such 
are the Utopwns, Atnaurotes, Sec. Hibelais pronounced, like the 
modern Greeks, the ci as an i simple. 

•f* The words between thecroichets [ ] are not in du Chat. He only 
quotes, at the word despair, these verses of Jovian Pentauus taking 
I cave of his mistress Fannia : 

Ah valeani veneres , valeanl mala gaudia amoris! 

Casta placent, lux s desidiose vale ! 
Jam mihi Franchci tuntcam ckordamgue par ate t 
. Jam teneant nudes line* vincla pedes. 
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they are as safe as thieves in a mill within this sane-* 
tuary. 

Bat, asked Pantagruel, do these birds never return 
to the world where they were hatched? Some do, 
answered jEdituus ; formerly some few, but very 
late and -very unwillingly : however, since some cer- 
tain eclipses, by the virtue of the celestial constella- 
tions, a great crowd of them fled back to the world. 
Nor do we fret or vex ourselves a. jot about it: for 
those that stay, wisely sing, the fewer the better 
cheer ; and all those that fly away first, cast off their 
feathers here among these * nettles and briars. 

Accordingly we found some thrown by there; 
and as we looked up and down, we chanced to light 
on what some people will hardly thank us for having ^ 
discovered ; and thereby hangs a tale. 



Of THE DUMB XlflOHTHAWKS Of THE &IKGIHG* 
ISLAND. 

These words were scarce out of his mouth, when 
some five and twenty or thirty birds flew towards us : 
they were of a hue and feather like which we had 
not yet seen any thing in the whole island. Their 
plumes were as changeable as the skin of the came- 
lion, and the flower of tripolion, or + tencrion. 
They had all under the left wing a mark, like two 
diameters dividing a circle into equal parts, or, if 
you had rather have it so\ like a perdendicular line 



* How many monks at that time did not cast away their habit, 
f Read teucrion, according to Dioscorides, I. 3, c. 95. Pliny, I. 
21, ch. speaking of the pdum, which some, says he, ca\\ teuf Vi- 
rion, among other wonderful things which he relates of this herb, 
tffirms the flower of it to be white in the morning, red at noon, and 
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falling on aright lime. The marks which each of 
them bore, were much of the same shape, but of 
different colours* for some were white, others 
* green, some red, others purple, and some blue. 
Who are those, asked Panurge, and how do you 
call them ? They are mongrels, quoth iEdituus. 

We call them knighthawks, and they hare a great 
number of rich + commanderics, (fat livings) in 
your world. Good your wo/ship, said I, make 
them give us a song, an't please you, that we may 
know how they sing. They scorn your words, 
cried iEdituus, they are none of your singing birds ; 
but, to make amends, they feed as much as the best 
two of them all. Pray, where are their hens ? 
where are their females ? said I. They have none, 
answered iEdituus.. How comes it to pass then, 
asked Panurge, that they are thus bescabbed, be- 
scurfed, all embroidered over the phiz with carbun- 
cles, pushes, and pock-royals, some of which un- 
dermine the handles of their faces. This same fa- 
shionable and illustrious disease, quoth iEdituus, is 
comuion among that kind of { birds ? because tfcey ar« 
pretty apt to be tost enj the salt deep. 

He then acquainted us with the occasion of their 
coming. This i\ext to us, said he, looks so wistfully 
upon you, to see whether he may not find among 
your company a stately gaudy kind of huge dreadful 
/birds of prey> which yet are so untoward, that they 
never could be brought to the lure, nor to perch on 
J the glove. They tell us that there are such in 
your world, and that some of them have goodly 
garters below the knee, with an inscription about 
them, which condemns him ( qui mal y pense J who 
shall think ill of it, to be bewrayed and conskitted. 
Others are said to ^rear § the devil in a string before 



their 



# The knights of St. Lazare, who wore a green cross. 
+ Rabelais banteringly calls 'em gourmanderies. 
I The glove.] Of the great feulconer the pope. 
% The devil, &c] Order of St. Michail. 
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their paunches ; and others a * ram's skin. All 
that's true enough, good master iEdituus, quoth 
Panurge; but we have not the honour to be ac- 
quainted with their knightships. 

Come on, cried iBdifeus in a merry mood, we 
have had chat enough o' conscience ! let's e'en go 
drink.— — And eat, quoth Panurge. Eat, replied 
4£Aituus, and drink bravely, old boy ; twist like 
plough jobbers, and swill like -tinkers; pull away 
and save tide : for nothing is so dear and precious 
as time, therefore we'll be sure to put it to a good 
use. ' 

He would fain have carried us first to bathe m the 
bagnios of the cardinhawks, which are goodly deli- 
cious places, and have us licked over with precious 
ointments by the alyptes, alias rubbers, as soon as 
we should come out of the bath. But Pantagruel 
told him, that he could drink but too much without 
that. He then led us into a spacious delicate refec- 
tuary, or fratrie-room, and told us : Braguibus, the 
hermit, made you fast four days together ; now, con- 
t**#*tee; PU make yon eat and drink of the best 
f four days through-stitch, before you budge from 
this place. But hark -ye -me, cried Panurge, may'nt 
~ we take a nap in the mean time ? Ay, ay, answered 
JEdituus, % that's as you shall think good ; for he 
that sleeps, drinks. Good Lord ! how we lived ! 
what good bub ! what dainty cheer ! O what an 
honest cod was this same iEdituus ! 



. * Ram's skin.] Order of the golden, fleece. 
f Four days.] The author seeins here to hare an eye to whafa 
jtriictistd «vfc)n arm* m die trinity hospital at Rome. Such pilgrims As 
cajne SfeUher {join any place in Jtaly, are lodged and fe4 for three 
days : but the uttramontains are entertained a day more. 
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CHAP. VI. 

HOW THE BIRDS ARE CRAMMED IN THE RINGING- 
ISX.AND. 

Pantagrdel looked X don't know howish, and 
seemed not very well pleased with the four days 
junketing which JEdituus enjoined us. iEdituus, 
who soon found it out, said to him, Yov know, sir, 
that seven days before winter, and * seven days 
after, there is no storm at sea : for then the ele- 
ments are still, out of respect for the halcions, or 
king-fishers, birds sacred to Thetis, which then lay 
their eggs, and hatch their young near the shore. 
Now here the sea makes itself amends for thi» long 
calm ; and whenever any. foreigners come hither, it 
grows boisterous and stormy for four days together. 
We can give no other reason for it, but tha£ it is a 
piece of its civility, that those who come among ntf 
may stay whether they will or no, and be copiously 
feasted all the while with the incomes of the ringing. 
Therefore pray don't think your, time lost; for, 
willing, nil ling, you'll be forced to stay ; unless yon 
are resolved jto encounter Juno, Neptune, Doris, 
jEolus, and his fluster-blusters ; , and, in short, all 
the pack of ill-natured left-handed godlings and 
vejoves. Do but resolve to be cheery, and fall to 
briskly. 

After we had pretty well staid our stomachs with 
some tight snatches, friar John said to iEdituus; 
For ought I see, you have none but a parcel of birds 
and cages in this island of yours, and the devil-a-bit 
of one of them all that sets his hand to the plough, 
or tills the land, whose fat he devours : their whole 
business is to be frolic, to chirp.it, to whistle it, to 

warble 

* Seven days qfter.] See Pliny, !. 10, ch. 12, and Plutarch, ilk 
the treatise where he examines who is wisest* 
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warble it ; tossing it, and roaring it merrily night 
( aud day : . pray then, if i may be so bold, whenc* 
comes this plenty and overflowing of ail dainty bits 
and good things, which we see among you ? From 
all the other world, returned iEdituus, if yon ex- 
cept some part of the northern regions, who of late 
years have stirred np the * jakes. Slum I they may 
chance e'er long to rue the day they did so; their 
cows shall have porridge, and their dogs oats ; there 
will be work made among them, that there will: 
come, a fig for't, let's drink ——But pray what 
countrymen are you ? Tourain is our country, an- 
swered Panurge. Cod so, cried iEdituus, you were 1 
not then hatched of an ill binj, I'll say that for you, 
since the blessed Tourain is your mother : for from 
thence there comes hither every year such a vast 
store of good things, that we were told by some 
folks of the place, that happened to touch at this 
island, that your duke of Tourain's income will not 
afford him to eat his belly full of beans and bacon, 
(a good dish spoiled between Moses and Pythagoras) 
because his predecessors hare been more than- liberal 
to these most holy birds of ours, that we might here 
munch it, twist it, cram it, gorge it, craw it, riot it, 
junket it, and tickle it off ; stuffing our puddings 
with dainty pheasants, partridges, pullets with eggs, 
fat capons of Loudunois, and all sorts of venison 
and wild fowl. Come, box it about, tope on my 
friends : pray do you see yon jolly birds that are 
perched together, how fat, how plump, and in good 
case they look, with the income that Tourain yields 
us! And in faith they sing rarely for their good 
founders, that's the truth on't. You never saw any 
Arcadian birds mumble more fairly than they do 
over a dish, when they see these two gilt * batoons, 
or when I ring for them those great bells that you 
H 5 see 

+ J*ker.'] Mover*, camerinam. See Cambridge dictionary, 
f Baloons.] Fate a buttons, a solemn festival. 
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«e aboTe their cages. Driuk ozt T sirs, whip it 
away : verily, friends, 'tis very fine drinking to-day, 
mad so 'tis every day o' the week ; then drink on, 
toss it abbot, here's to you with all my soul ; you. 
are most heartily welcome : never spare it, I pray 
you ; fear not we should ever want good bub, and 
belly-timber ; for, look here, though the sky were 
of brass, and the earth of iron, we should not want 
wherewithal to stuff the gut, though they were to 
continue so seven or eight years longer than the fa- 
mine in Egypt. Let us then, with brotherly love 
and charity, refresh ourselves here with the crea- 
ture. • 

Woons man, cried Panurge, what a rare time you 
have on't in this world ! Pshaw, returned Mdu 
taus, this is nothing to what we shall have in 
t'other : the Elysian fields will be the least that 1 can 
fall to our lot. Come, in the mean time let's drink 
here ; come, here's to thee, old fuddlecap. 

Your first siticines, said I, were superlatively wise, 
in devising thus a means for you to compass what- 
ever all men naturally covet so much ; and so few, 
or (to speak more properly) none can enjoy toge- 
ther : I mean, a paradise in this life, and another in 
the next. Sure you were born wrapt in your 
mother's smickeisl O happy creatures 1 O more than 
men ! Would I had the luck to fare like you 1 



HOW PANURGE RELATED TO MASTER JEDITUUS THE FA- 



When we had crammed and crammed again, j£di- 
taus took us into a chamber that was well furnished, 
hung with tapestry, and finely gilt Thither he 

- caused 
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eansed tp 4 be brought store of mirabolans, casho« > 
green ginger preserved, with plenty «f hypoeras, 
ami delicious wine. With those antidotes, that 
Were like a sweeter Lethe, he invited us to forget 
the hardship? of our voyage ; and at the sane time 
he sent plenty of provisions on hoard our ship (that 
rid in the harbour. After this, we e'en jogged to 
bed for that night ; but the devil a bit poor pi 1 gar- 
lie could sleep one wink: the everlasting jingle 
jangle of the beHs kept me awake whether £ would 
or no. 

About mi Inight iEdituus came to wake us, that 
we might drink. He himself shewed us the way, 
paying ; You men of t'other world say that igno- 
rance is the mother of all evil, and so far you are 
right : yet for all that, you don't take the least cane 
to get rid of it, but still plod on, and lire m it, with 
it, and by it; for which cause a plaguy deal of mis. 
chief lights on you every day, and you are right 
enough served: you are perpetually ailing some- 
what, making a moan, and never right. "Fis whatt 
I was ruminating upon just now. And, indeed, 
ignorance keeps you here fastened in bed, just as 
that bully-rock Mars was detained by Vuncan's art : 
for all the while you don't mind that yoa ought to 
tpare some of your rest, and be as lavish as you can 
of the goods of this famous island. Come, come, 
you should have eaten three breakfasts already ; and 
take this from me for a certain truth, That if you 
would consume the mouth-ammunition of this island, 
you must rise betimes ; eat them, they multiply ; 
spare them, they diminish. 

For example : mow a field in due season, and the 
grass will grow thicker and better ; don't mow it, 
and in a short time 'twill be floored with moss. Let's 
drink, and drink again, my friends : come, let's all 
H 6 carouse 
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carouse it * The leanest of our birds are now sing- 
ing to us all ; we'll drink to them, if yon please. ; 
Let's ' take off + one, two, three, nine bumpers. 
Non zelus 9 sed diarilas. 

When day, peeping in the east, made the sky 
tarn from black to red, J like a boiling lobster; ho* 
waked us again to take a dish of § monasticaJ -brow- 
ess. From that time we made but one meal, that 
only lasted the whole day : so that I cannot well tell* 
how I may call it, whether dinner, supper*, nunchion, 
or after-supper ; only to get a stomach, we took a 
turn or two in the island, to see and hear the blessed 
singing birds. 

At night Panurge said to iEditous, Giro me leavey 
sweet sir, to tell you a merry story of something that 
happened some three and twenty moons ago, in the 
country of Chastelleraud. 

|] One day in April, a certain gentleman's groom, 
Roger by name, was walking his master's horses in. 
some fallow ground : there 'twas his good fortune to- 
find a pretty shepherdess^ feeding her bleating sheep 
and harmless lambkins, on the brow of a neighbour, 
ing mountain, in the shade of an adjacent grove : 
near her, some frisking kids tripped it o'er a green- 
carpet of nature's own spreading ; and, to complete 

the 

- * The leanest, tec, J The mendicant friars, who sing-theif matin* 
it midnight. 

f One, tzvO) Sec] Referring to tbe number of the graces and 
muses. Aut ter bibendum aut novtes : a proverb of the ancients, 
who, in point of drinking, were nothing to- compare with this iBdU 
tuus, who here unites all the lessons of the different sorts of clausal 
matins. 

% Like a lobster.] This is not in the original. 'Ti% I believe,, 
wholly of English growth. See Hud. 

§ monastical bremess.] Soupe tie prime. So called from its being 
eaten at the hour of prime, which is the fir*t of the canonical' hours? 
Rabelais boasts' much of these soups, and almost always calls 'em fat 
toupee de prime, because it is the first boiling, and very top of the 
porridge pot. The others, called by him greyhound soups, I. 3, c. 
4, are less strong and succulent, by having more water poured in. 

|| One day in April.] April is an amorous month. And ihe coun- 
try of Chatclleraud abounds with these Arcadian nightingales (asses.) 
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the landskip, there stood an ass. Roger, who was a 
wag, had a dish of chat with her, and after some if's 
and's, and bat's, hem's, and heigh's on her side, got 
her in the mind to get up behind him, to go and see 
his stajble, and there take a bit by the bye in a civil 
way. While they were holding a parley, the horse, 
directing his discourse to the ass, (for all brute beasts 
spoke that year in divers places,) whispered these 
words in his ear : Poor ass, how I pity thee ! thou 
slavest like any hack, I read it on thy crupper: 
thou dost well, however, since God has created thee 
to serve mankind ; thou art a very honest ass : but 
not to be better rubbed down, curricombed, traped, 
and fed, than thou art, seems to me indeed to be too 
hard a lot. Alas I thou art all* rough-coated, m 
ill plight; jaded, foundered, crest-fallen, and droop- 
ing, like a mooting duck, and feedest here on 
nothing ^ut coarse grass, or briars and thistles: 
therefore do but pace it along with me, and thou 
shalt see how we noble steeds, made by nature for 
war, are treated. . Come, thou'lt lose nothing by 
coming ; I'll get thee a taste of my fare. I' troth, 
sir, I can but love you and thank you, returned the 
ass ; I'll wait on you, good Mr. steed. Methinks, 
gaffer ass, you might as well have said, sir grand paw 
steed. O ! cry mercy > good sir grand paw^ returned 
the ass; we country clowns are somewhat gross, and 
apt to knock words but of joint. However, an't 
please you, I'll come after your worship at some 
distance, lest for taking this run, my side should 
chance to be firked and curried, with a vengeance, 
as 'tis but too often, the more's my sorrow. 

The shepherdess being got behind Roger, the ass 
followed, fully resolved to bait like a prince with 
Roger's steed : but when they got to the stable, the 



* Roueh-coated.\ It is lanterni in Rabelais, and means, thy 
whole body is transparent as a lantern, and the skin of thy sides de- 
pilated, i. e. as free from Jiair as the smoothest parchment. 
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groom, who spied the grave animal, ordered one of 
hfa underlings to welcome him with a pitchfork, and 
curricomb him with a cudgel. The ass, who heaud 
this, recommended himself .mentally .to the god 
* Neptune, and was packing off, thinking, and syl- 
logising within himself thus : Had not I been an ass, 
I had not come here among great lords, when I must 
needs be sensible that I was only made for the use of 
the small vulgar. JEsop had given me a fair warnv 
ing of this in one of his fables. Well, I must e'en 
scamper, f or take what follows. With this he foil 
a trotting, and wincing, and yerking, and calcitrat- 
ing, alias kicking, and farting, and funking, and cur. 
vetting, and bounding, and springing, and galloping 
full drive, as if the devil had been come for him 4n 
proprid persond. 

The shepherdess, who saw her ass scour off, told 
Roger that 'twAS~her cattle, and desined he might be 
kindly used, or else she would not stir her foot over 
the threshold. Friend Roger no sooner knew this, 
but he ordered him to be fetched in, and that nvy 
master's horses should rather chop straw for a week 
together, than my mistress's beast should want Ms 
belly-full of corn. 

The. most difficult point was to get him back ; for 
in vain the youngsters complimented and coaxed him 
to come. I dare not, said the ass, 1 am bashfel. 
And the more they strove by fair means to tiring %im 
with them, the more the stubborn thing was un- 
toward, and flew out at heels ; insomuch that they 
might have been there to this hour, had not his mis- 
tress advised them to toss oats in a sieve, or in a 

, blanket, 

* Neptune:"] The ass saw the pitchfork held up to him. In this 
danger he addresses his prayer to Neptune, whose trident is'a Jqnd of 
fork. 

f Or take, &c] It is in the original, I must e'en scamper at 
quick as a bundle of 'aparaguft is in boiling: a proverbial expression 
often used by the emperor Augustus. See it both in Latin and 
Greek amonjg the adagia in most school |)Qoka, 
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blanket, and call him ; which was done, and made 
him wheel about, and say, Oats by mackins ! oats 
shall go to pot. * Adveniat; oats will do, there's 
evidence in the case : but none of the rubbing down, 
none of' the firking. Thus melodiously singing <(for, 
as you know, that Arcadian bird's note is very har- 
monious) he came to the young gentleman of the 
horse, alias black garb, who brought him into the 
stable. % 

When he was there, they placed him next to the 
great horse, his friend, rubbed him tfown, curri- 
combed him, laid clean straw under him up jto the 
chin, and there he lay at rack and manger ; the first 
stuffed with sweet hay, the latter with oats ; which 
when the horses vaileUde-chambre sifted, he clapped 
down his lugs, to tell them by signs that he could 
eat it but too well without sifting, and that he did 
not deserve so great an honour. 

When they had well fed, quoth the horse to the 
ass ; Well, poor ass, how is it with thee now ? How 
dost thou like this fare ?. Thou wert so nice at first, 
a body had much ado to get thee hither. By the 
fig, answered the ass, which one of our ancestors 
eating, Philemon died laughing, this is all sheer am- 
brosia, good sir grandpaw : but what would you 
hare an ass say ? Methinks all this is yet but half 
cheer. Don't your worships here now and then use 
to take a leap? What leaping dost thou mean? asked 
the horse, the devil leap thee ; dost thou take me 
for an ass? Y troth, sir grandpaw, quoth the ass, 
I am somewhat a blockhead, you know, and can't 
for the heart's blood of me learn so fast the court 
way of speaking of you gentlemen horses : I mean, 
don't you stallionize it sometimes here among your 
mettled fillies ? Tush, whispered the horse, speak 
lower : for by Bucephalus, if the grooms but hear 



* Adveniat.} The pun is upon the word avoine, oats, and adve- 



thee, 



mat, let 'cm come. 
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thee, they'll maul and be-lamb thee thriee and 
threefold ; so that thou'lt hare but little stomach to 
a leaping bout. Cod so, man, we dare not so much 
as grow "stiff at the tip of the lowermost snout, 
though 'twere but to leak or so, for fear of being 
jirked and paid out of our lechery* As for any 
thing else, we are as happy as our master, and per- 
haps more. By this packsaddle, my old acquaint, 
ance, quoth the. ass, 4 have done with you; a fart 
for thy 'litter and hay, and a fart for thy oafs: give 
me the thistles of our fields, since there we Jeap 
when we list : eat less, and leap more, I say ; 'tis 
meat, drink and cloth to us. Ah! friend grandpa w, 
it would do thy heart good to see us at a fair, when 
we hold our provincial chapter! Oh! how we leap 
it, while our mistresses are selling their goslins and 



Pahurge then held his peace. Pantagruel would 
hare had him to have gone on to the end of the chap, 
ter : but ^Bdituus said, A word to the wise is enough ; 
I cai) pick out the meaning of that fable, and know 
who is that ass, and who the horse ; but you are* a 
bashful youth, I perceive. Well, know that there's 
nothing for you here ; scatter no words. Yet, re- 
turned Pan urge, I saw but e'en now a pretty kind of 
a cooing abbeykite as white as a dove, and her I had 
rather ride than lead. May I never stir if she is not 
a dainty bit, and very well tforth a sin or ,two. 
Heaven forgive me ! I meant no more harm in it than 
you; may the harm I meant in it befal me presently. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

HOW WITH MUCH ADO WE GOT A SIGHT OF THE 
POPEHAWK. 

Our junketing and banqueting held on at the 
same rate the third day, as the two former. Panta- 
gruel then earnestly desired to see the popehawk : 
but iEdituus told him, it was not such an easy 
matter to get a sight of him. How, asked Panta- 
gruel, has he * Plato's helmet on his crown, Gyge's 
ring on his pounces, or a cameleon on his breast, to 
make him invisible when he pleases ? No, sir, return- 
ed ^Edituus ; bat he ill naturally of pretty difficult 
access : howeVer, I will see and take care that you 
may see him, if possible. With this he left us pid- 
dling : then within a quarter of an hour came back, 
and told us the popehawk is now to be seen : so he 
led us, without the least noise, directly to the cage 
wherein he sat, drooping with his feathers staring 
about him, attended by a brace of little cardinhawks, 
and six lusty fusty bishhawks. 

Panurge stared at him like a dead pig, examining 
exactly his figure, size and motions. Then with a 

' loud voice he said, A curse light on the hatcher of 
the ill bird ; o'roy word this is a filthy whoophoop- 
er. Hush, speak softly, said iEdituus ; by 6 — he 
has a pair of ears, as formerly Michael de Metiscome 

' remarked. What then, returned Panurge, so hath 
a whoopcat. Whilst, said iEdituus, if he but hear 
yon speak such another blasphemous word, you had 
as good be damn'd : do you see that + bason yonder 
in his cage ? Out of it shall sally thunderbolts and 

lightnings, 

* Plate?* helmet.) Plato, 1. x. of his republic, uset indeed thin. 
' prove*. But it should be Pluto'i helmet. See Eratmut'a adages, at 
the words orci gaiaa. 
f Bason.] A bell which is rung when any one is excommunicated* 
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lightnings, stores, bulls, and the devil and all, that 
will sink you down tp Peg Tr an turn's, an hundred 
fathom under ground. It were better to drink and 
be merry, quoth friar John. 

Panurge was still feeding his eyes with the sight of 
the popehawk, and his attendants, when somewhere 
under his cage he perceived ,a madgehowlet. With 
this he cried out, By the devil's maker, master, there 
oguery in the case \ they put tricks upon travel- 
ers here more than any where else, and would 
aake us believe that a t — d is a sugar-loaf. What 
damned cozening, gulling, and cony-catching have 
we here ! Do you see this madgehowlet ? By Miner- 
va, we are all beshit. Odsoons, said iEdituus, speak 
softly, I tell you : it is no madgehowlet, no she- 
thing, on my honest word ; but a male, and a noble 
bird. 

May we hot hear the popehawk sing, asked Pan-, 
tagruel ? I dare not promise that, returned iEdituus ; 
for he only sings and eats at his own * hours. So- 
don't 1 y quoth Panurge; poor pilgarlic is fain to 
make every body's time bis own : cqrae then, let .us 
go drink if you will. Now .this is something like a 
tansy, said ^Eldituus ; you begin to talk somewhat 
like : still f speak in that fashion, and I will secure 
you from being thought a heretic. Come on, I am 
of your mind. 

As we went back to have the other fuddling-botut, 
we spied an old \ green-headed bishhawk, who sat 
f moping with his mate -and three jolly, bittorn attend- 
ants, all snoring under an arbour. Near the old 
cuflf stood a buxom abesskits, that sung like any lin- 
i net; 

* Hours.) On the most solemn days in flieyear, 

-f $tiU *peak t 4*.] That is, speak of drinking and guttling as much 
as you will, and practise both to the full in a country where there is the 
iBqujafUtfif buUpeak not a word of religion, or the pope** authority . 

% Gwen-h&ukd bithhqwk] Their arms ate surmounted with » 
green hat, as a token of their being in hopes to be one day nurift 
cardinal. s . ' 
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net ; and we were mightily tickled with her sing- 
ing, that I vow and swear we could have wished all 
our members but qne turned into ears, to ihave had 
more of the melody. Quoth Panurge, this pretty 
cherobinof cherubins is here breaking her head with 
chanting to thiaiiuge, fat, ugly face, who lies grunt. - 
ing all the w&Hc like a hog as he is. I will make 
him change his note presently, in the devil's name. 
With this he rang a bell that hung over the bish- 
hawk's head ; but . though lie rang and rang again, the 
devil a bit bishbawk would hear ; the louder the 
.sound, the louder his snoring. There was no making 
him sing. By G — quoth Panurge, you old buzzard, 
if you won't sing by fair means, you shall by foul. 
Having said this, he took up one of St. Stephen's 
loaves, alias a stone, and was going to hit him with 
it about 4jhe middle. But iEdituus cried to him, 
Hold, hold, honest friend 1 strike, wound, poison, 
kill and murder all the kings and princes in the ~ 
world, by treachery or how thou wilt, and as. soon - 
as 4h9u wouldest, jmaestle the angels from their 
<,oockloft; popahawk will pardon thee all this : but 
never be so mad as to meddle with * these .sacred 
birds, as much jis thou lovest the profit, welfare, and 
life, not only of thyself, and thy friends and relations 

. alive 

* These sacred birds.] Claude de Seissel . fol . 1 1 1 . of his translation 
of .that part of Diodorus Stenlus, whioh tpuches upon Alexander's 
successors, relates of the Pithecusa, three towns so called in upper Li- 
bya, that the inhabitants of those three tow ns-hejd parrots in the high- 
est veneration, accounting them gods, and punishing with death any 
that were so inhuman and sacriligeous as toJtill one of tbosccreature*. 
But poor Seissel was miserably mistaken, doubtless by following the 
old Latin translator, who took TliQuxot for Vtrlaxot ; this last, in- 
deed, signifying pa wot* or jays ; but not the first, which .means an ape 
or monkey. Thus Pithecus2 signifies ape-town, or monkey-town, 
not parrot-town, or jay-town. Now, Rabelais, it is more than.prq- 
. bable, had read *his passage of Diodorus Siculus, either in Seiasel's 
translation, printed in 1530, or else in the old Latin translation, and 
perhaps, not caring to give himself the trouble to consult the Greek 
original, he might here allude to this pretended piece of history, . the 
truth whereof appears quite otherwise in the Greek of Diodorus Siculus, 
J. 20, p. 763 of Wcchcft edition. 
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alire or dead, but also ofj those that may be born 
hereafter to the thousandth generation : for so long 
thou wouldest entail misery upon them. Do but 
look upon that bason. Catso, let us rather drink 
then, quoth Panurge. He that spoke last, spoke 
-well, Mr Antitus, quoth friar John : while we are 
looking on these devilish birds, we do nothing but 
blaspheme ; and while we are taking a cup, we do 
nothing but praise God. Come on then, let us go 
drink ; how well that word sounds I 

The third day (after we had drank, as you must 
understand) * JEdituus dismissed us. We made him 
a present of a pretty little Perguois knife, which he 
took more kindly than Artaxerxes did the cup of 
cold water that was given him* by a clown. He 
most courteously thanked us, and sent all sorts of 
provisions aboard our ships, wished us a prosperous 
voyage, and success ip our undertakings, and made 
us promise and swear by + Jupiter of stone to come 
back by his territories. Finally he said to us, 
Friends, pray note, that there are many J more 
stones in the world than men ; take care you don't 
forget it. ^ 



' CHAP. IX. 

HOW WE ARRIVED AT THE ISLAND OF TOOLS. 

Having well ballasted the. holds of our human 
vessels, we weighed anchor, hoised up sail, stowed 

the 

* JFdituus dismissed ti#.] The custom is to treat and entertain 
pilgrims, in the hospitals of Italy, for three days, but no longer ; they 
mutt then depart. 

f Jupiter of stone. \ -The pope 4 inasmuch as by his thunder he 
makes himself be feared by the present Romans, as much as Jupiter 
Lapis was by the old ones. 

I More stones, Sec] Men's stones : here we hare a priest ad vane- 
ing, that it is to be less than men to endure for so long a time together 
the tyranny and vices of the monks- and clergy. 
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the boats, set the land, and stood for the offing with 
a fair loom gale, and for more haste unparrelled the 
mizen-yard, and launched it and the sail over the 
lee-quarter, and fitted gyves to keep it steady, and 
boomed it out : so in three days we made the island 
of tools, that b altogether uninhabited. We saw 
there a great number of trees which bore mattocks, 
pick-axes, crows, weeding-hooks, scythes, sickles, 
spades, trowels, hatchets, hedging-bills, saws, adzes, 
bills, axes, sheers, pincers, bolts, piercers, augers 
and wimbles. " 

Others bore dags, daggers, * poniards, bayonets, 
square bladed tucks, stillettoes, poinadoes, skenes, 
penknives, puncheons, bodkins, swords, rapiers, 
backswords, cutjasses, scymetars, hangers, falchions, 
glaives, raillons, whittles and whinyards. 

Whoever would have any of these, needed but to 
jhake the tree, and immediately they dropped down 
as thick as hops, like so many ripe plums; nay, 
what is more, they fell on a kind of grass called 
scabbard, and sheathed themselves in it cleverly. 
But when they came down, there was need of taking 
care lest they happened to touch the head, feet, or 
other parts of the body. For they fell with the 
point downwards, and in they stuck, or slit the con. 
tinuum of some member, or lopped it off like a 
twig : either of which generally was enough to have 
killed a man, though he were a hundred years old, 
and worth as many thousand spankers, spur-royals, 
and rose-nobles. 

Under some other trees, whose names I can't just* 
ly tell you, I saw some certain sorts of weeds that 
grew and sprouted like pikes, lances, javelins, jave- 
lots, darts, dartlets, halberts, boarspears, eelspears, 

partisans, 

* Poniards.] Sangdedez, in the original : a short sword, which at 
Venice, where the nobles wear it, is called in the Venetian language 
(or rather dialect) cinque dea, by way of Joke, as if it was but of the 
Jeqgth of five fingers. 
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partisans, tridentes, prongs, troutstaves, spears, half- 
pikes and hunting staffs. As they sprouted up and 
chanced to touch the tree, strait they met with their 
heads, points, and blades, each suitable to its kind, 
v made ready for them by the trees over them, as soon 
as every individual weed was grown up, fit for its 
steel : even like the children's coats, that are made 
for them as soon as they can wear them, and you 
wean them of their swaddling clothes. Nor do yon 
mutter, I pray you, at what Plato, Anaxagoras^ and 
Demo cr it us have said : od's fish ! they were none of 
your lower-form gimcracks ; were they ? 

Those trees seemed to us. terrestrial animals, in no 
wise so different from brute beasts as not to have 
skin, fat, flesh, veins, arteries, ligiments, nerves, 
cartilages, kernels, bones, marrow, humours, matri- 
, ces, brains, and articulations; for they certainly 
have some, since Theophrastus will have it so : but 
in this point they differed from other animals, that 
their heads, that is, the part of their trunks next to 
the root, are downwards ; their hair, that is their 
roots, in the earth ; and their feet, that is their 
branches, upside down : as if a mau should stand on 
his head with out-stretched legs. And as you, bat. 
tercd sinners, on whom Venus has bestowed some- 
thing to remember her, feel the approach of rains, 
winds, cold, and every change of weather, at your 
ischiatic legs, and your omoplates, by means of the 
perpetual almanack which she has fixed there : so 
these trees have notice given them, by certain sensa- 
tions which they have at their roots, stocks, gums, 
paps, or marrow, of the growth of the staffs under 
them ; and accordingly they prepare suitable points 
and blades for them beforehand , Yet as all things, 
except -God, are sometimes subject to error, nature 
itself not free from it, when it produceth monstrous 
things ; likewise I observed something amiss in these 
trees. -For a halfpike, that grew up high enough to 



reach 




Chap. X. OF RABELAIS. 167 

reach the branches of one of these instrumentiferou* 
trees, happened no sooner to touch«them, but instead 
of being joined to an iron head, it impaled a stub 
broom at the fundament. Well, no matter, it will 
serve to sweep the chimney. Thus a pertusan met 
with a pair of garden shears. Come, all is good for 
something, it will serve to nip off little twigs, and 
destroy caterpillars. The staff of a halbert got the 
blade of a scythe, which made it look like a hernia* 
parodite. Happy -be- lucky, it is all a case, it will 
serve for some mower. Oh it is a great blessing to 
put our trust in the Lord ! As we went back to our 
ships, I spied behind I don't know what bush, I 
don't know what folks, doing 1 don't know what 
business, in I don't know what posture, scowering 
1 don't know what tools, in I don't know what 
manner, and I don't know what place. 



CHAP. X. 

HOW PANTAGRUEL ARRIVED AT THE ISLAND OT 
SHARPING (OR GAMING.) 

We left the island of tools to pursue our voyage, 
and the next day stood in for the island of sharping, 
the true image of Fontainbleau : for the land is so 
very lean, that the bones, that is, the rocks, shoot 
through its skin. Besides, it is * sandy, barren, 
unhealthy, and unpleasant. Our pilot shewed us 
there two little square rocks, which had eight equal 
points in the shape of a cube. They were so white, 
that I might have mistaken them for alabaster or 
snow, had he not assured us they were made of bone. 

He told us that twenty- one chance devils, very 
much feared in our country, dwelt there in six differ- 
ent' 

* A description of the inconveniences and rcxatiom that attend / 
gaming. <£ 



Digitized by Google 



168 



THE WORKS Book V, 



eat stories, and that the biggest twins or braces of 
them were called sixes, and the smallest amb's»acc ; 
the rest cinques, quaters, treys, and daces. When 
they were conjured up, otherwise coupled, they were 
called either sice cinque, sice quater, sice trey, sice 
duce, and sice ace ; or cinque quater, cinque trey, 
and so forth. 1 made there a shrewd observation : 
would you know what it is, gamesters? it is, that 
there are very few of you in the world, but what call 
upon and invoke the devils. For the dice are no 
sooner thrown on the board, and the greedy gazing 
sparks have hardly said, Two sixes, Frank ; but, Six 
devils damn it ! cry as many of them. If amb's-ace, 
then, A brace of devils broil me, will they say. 
Quarter duce, Tom, The duce take it, cries another. 
And so on to the end of the chapter. Nay, they don't 
forget sometimes to call the black cloven-footed 
gentlemen by their ehiristian-names and sirnames ; 
and what is stranger yet, they nse them as the great, 
est cronies, and make them so often' the executors of 
their wills ; not only giving themselves, but every 
body, and every thing, to the devil, that there is no 
doubt but he takes care to seize, soon or late, what 
is so zealously bequeathed him. Indeed, it is true* 
* Lucifer does not always immediately appear by his 
/lawful attornies : but, alas ! it is not for want of 
good will : h,e is really to be excused for his delay ; 
for what the devil would you have a devil do? He 
and his blackguards are then at some other places, 
according to the priority of the persons that call on 
them : therefore, pray let none be so venturesome as 
to think^ that the devils are deaf and blind. 

He then told us, that more wrecks had happened 
about those square-rocks, and a greater loss of body 
and goods, than about all the syrtes, Scyllas and 
Charibdes, sirens, Scrophades, and gulphs in the uni- 
verse. I had not much ado to believe it, remem- 
bering that formerly, among the wise Egyptians, 
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Neptune was described in hieroglyphics for the first 
cube, * Apollo by an ace, Diana by a duce, + Mi* 
nerva by seven, and so forth. 

He also told us that there was a phial of J sang* 
grcal, a, most divine thing, and known to a few* 
Panurge did so sweeten up the syndics of the place, 
that they blessed us with the sight of it: but it was 
with three times more pother and ado, with more 
formalities and antic tricks, than they shew §the 
pandects of Justinian at Florence, or the holy Vero- 
nica at Rome.' I never saw such a sight of flambeaux, 
torches, and || hagio's, and sanctified tapers, in my 
whole life. After all, that which was shewn us was 
only the ill-faced countenance of a roasted coney. 

All that we. saw there worth speaking of, was a 
good face set upon an ill game, and the shells of the 
two eggs formerly laid up and hatched by Leda, out 
of which came Castor and Pollux, fair Helen's bro- 
thers. These same syndics sold us a piece of them 
for a song, I mean, for a morsel of bread. Before 
we went, we bought a parcel of f hats and caps of 

the 

* Apolh by an ace.] See Plutarch in his treatise of Isis and Osiris. 

f Minerva by seven.] See Macrobius onStipio** dream, 1. 1, eh. 6. 

% Sang-greal.] The same as sang-real, i. e. royal blood, is » pre- 
tended relic of Christ's blood preserved by Joseph of Arimathea, 
when he washed our Saviour's body before he embalmed it. The saint 
graal, another relic, is the precious dish in which the paschal lamb wa* 
set ved up which our Saviour eat with his disciples the eve of his death. 
Graal is properly a bowl or mater of potter's clay. See Bore I, at the 
word graal. 

§ The pandects.'] Menage, and before him Potitian, observe they 
never shew this manuscript but by torch-light. In ipsa curia Floren~ 
Una, says Politian, d summo magistrate publice adservatur, magnaque 
veneraUone, quanquam raro id etiamque ad funalia ostendttur, Ifc. 
There is not such a pother made about it now, because of its being 
printed since 1553, in a most beautiful and grand manner. 

|| Hagio's.] A Greek word : it means holy. Here it means sa- 

Ferstitious ceremonies. It comes from the hagio's ho theos of Good- 
riday j words which are then pronounced at the lifting up the cross* 
with that air of admiration and astonishment as strikes a religious awe 
into the Beholders. 

<f[ HaU.] He alludes to the promise of a cardinal's hat: a promise 
often paid very dear for; and never performed. 

Vol. IV. I 
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the manufacture of * the place ; which, I fear, wilt 
turn to no very good account : nor are those who 
shall take, 'em off our hands, more likely to commend 
their wearing. 



<;hap. xl 

HOW, WE PASSED THROUGH THE WICKET, INHABIT- 
ED BY GRIPE-MEN -ALL , ARC1LDUKE OF THE FUR- 
RED LAW-CATS. 

From thence Condemnation was ^passed by us* 
^t is another damtied barren island, whereat none for 
the world cared to touch. Then we went through 
the wicket : but Pantagruel had no mind to bear us 
company ; and it was well he did not, for we were 
nabbed there, and clapped into lob's tpound by order 
ef Gripe-mcn-all, arch-dukc of the furred law-cats, 
because one of our company, would ha' put upon a 
Serjeant some hats of the sharping island. 

The furred law-cats are most terrible and dread* 
ful monsters, that devour little children, and + tram- 
ple over marble stones. Pray tell me, noble topers, 
.do they not deserve to have their snouts slit ? The 
hair of their hides does not lie outwards ; and every 
mothers son of them for his device wears a gaping 
pouch, but not all in the same manner: for some 
wear it tied to their neck scarf-wise, others upon the 
iireech, some on the paunch, others on the side, and 
all for a cause, with reason and mystery. They have 

claws 

* The filac The sharping, trick in > island. 

f Trample over, Sec] The new editions of Rabe'ais have indeed 
« assent sur, &c. but the true reading is paissent. They feed, they 
guttle, in a room paved with marble; such as is, and always was, that 
called la grande chambre, te'onging to the courts -of judicature at 
fans: where the lav > era play at good a fcuiic as any. inns of court 
^gentlemen here with tia. 
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claws so very strong, long, and sharp, that nothing 
can get from them what is once fast between their 
clutches. Sometimes they cover their heads with 
raortar-like caps, at other times with * mortified 
caparisons. 

As we entered their den, said a common mumper, 
to whom we had given half a teston, Worshipful 
culprits, God send you a good deliverance. Examine 
well, said he, the countenance of these stout props 
and pillars of this catch-coin law and iniquity ; and 
pray observe, that if you still live but six olympiads, 
and + the age of two dogs more, you will see these 
furred law-cats lords of all Europe, and in peaceful 
possession of all the estates and dominions belonging 
to it : unless, >by divine providence, what is got over 
the devil's back, is spent under his belly ; or the 
goods which they unjustly get, perish with their pro. 
digdl heirs. Take this from an honest beggar. 

Among them reigns the sixth esseice ; by the 
means of which thay gripe all, devour all, conskite 
a , burn all, draw all, hang all, quarter all, behead 
all, murder all, imprison all, waste all, and ruin all 
without the least notice of right or wrong • for 
among them vice is called virtue ; wickedness, piety - 
treason, loyalty ; robbery, justice. Plunder is their 
motto, and when acted by them, is approved by all 
men, except the J heretics : and all this they do be- 
cause they dare ; their authority is sovereign and irre- 
fragable. * or a sign of the truth of what I tell you. 
you will find, that there the mangers are above the 
racks. Rememher hereafter, that a fool told you 
this ; and if ever plague, famine, war, fire, earth- 
quakes, inundations, or other judgments befal the 
1 2 world, 

* Mortified.] He puns upon U> word mortier : a sort ofca. ( with 
Ws lurned up) worn in lEnoTby the lord cha^cdlor^^S 
dents of sovereign courts on high days. P 

t °{ tX Ti Twent y tto " « I*ss. 

+ Heretics.] At that time the parliament caused them to be burnr 
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world, do not attribute them to the aspects and don- 
junctions of the malevolent planets, to the abuses 
of the court of Romania, or the tyranny of secular 
kings and princes ; to the impostures of tho false 
1 zealots of the cowl, heretical bigots, false prophets 
and broachers of sects ; to the Villany of griping 
usurers, clippers, and coiners ; nor to the ignorance, 
impudence, and imprudence of physicians, surgeons, 
and apothecaries ; nor to the lewdness of adulteress- 
es, and destroyers of by-blows ; but charge them all 
wholly and solely to the inexpressible, incredible, and 
inestimable wickedness and ruin, which is continually 
hatched, brewed, and practised in the den or shop 
of those furred law-cats. Yet it is no more known 
in the world than the cabala of the Jews ; the more 
is the pity ; and therefore it is not detested, chastised, 
and punished, as it is fit it should be. But should 
all their villany be once displayed in its true colours, 
and exposed to the people ; there never was, is, nor 
will be any spokesman so sweet-mouthed, whose 
fine colloguing tongue could save them ; nor any law 
so rigorous and draconic, that could punish them as 
they deserve : nor yet any magistrate so powerful, 
as to hinder their being burnt alive in their coney, 
burrows without mercy. Even* their own furred 
kittlings, friends, and relations would abominate 
them. 

For this reason, as Hannibal was solemnly sworn 
by his father Amikrv to pursue the Romans with the 
utmost hatred, as long as ever he lived ; so, my late 
father has enjoined me to remain here without, till 
God Almighty's thunder reduce them there within to 
ashes, like other presumptuous Titans, prOphane 
wretches, and opposers of God ; since mankind is so 
inured to their oppressions, that they either do not 
remember, foresee, or have a sense of the woes and 
miseries which they have caused ; or if they have, 
either will not, dare not, or cannot root them out. 
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How, said Panurge, say you so ? Catch me there 
and hang me ! Damme, let us march off! This noble 
beggar has scared me worse than thunder in autumn. 
Upon this we were filing off ; but alas ! we found 
ourselves trapped : the door was double 1 locked and 
barricadoed. Some messengers of ill news told us, 
it was full as easy to get in there as into hell, and 
do less.hard to get out Ay, there indeed lay the 
difficulty: (or there is no getting loose without a 
pass, and discharge in due course from the bench. 
This for no other reason than * because folks go 
easier out of a church than out of a spunging-house, 
-f-and because they could not have our company 
when they would. The worst on't was when we got 
through the wicket : for we were carried, to get out 
our pass or discharge, before a more dreadful monster 
than ever was read of in the legends of knight erran- 
try. They called him Gripe-men-all. I can't tell 
what to compare it to, better than to a chimsera, a 
13 sphynx, 

* Becmu€ folks go easier out of chunk than out of a spwnging- 
house.} It Is In the original, because folks go easier out of a market 
than out of a fair $ a French proverb, the ground whereof is, that your 
pedlars and petty chapmen arc forced to pay really^monfiy in a fair, 
whereas in a market they may and often do go upon tick. In this 
place, by the word fair (foire) the author means the courts of judica- 
ture, forum, and what he intends by it is this : that, different from what is 
practised at the chatelet (or ordinary sessions-house) here the fees of 
parliament (i. e. supreme judges) are deposited before hand, lest the 
country people should make up matters before the decree is taken out.' 

•f* And because tftey could not have our company, &c] The origin 
nal has it because we were pie poudreux, or dusty-footed, i. e. foreign 
dealers : who in fairs have their particular jurisdiction^ which holds no 
longer than the fair. Du Cange, iu his Latin barbarous glossary, at 
the word pedepuherosi : Habent pedepuherosi, (pie-poudreux) she 
extranet {strangers, for our English word strangers comes from extra- 
rieus) curiam peculiarem in publicis nundints, quam pedispulverizatl x 
vocant Cornelius & spelmanmts ,* sic dirt am, qudd in ea pedepulveroso- 
rum* mu extra neorum, mercaUimm pr&serlim negotia & causa de 
piano & summarie dirimautxir.. Christopher** de 5. Germano de 
suet. Regni Ang. I. 5. in omnibus nundinus # feriis habeiur qute- 
dam curia iisdem feriis incident, qua> wcaiur curia ]iedispuhenzati t 
pwe solum ienebitur tempore feriarum UUtrum. Such were Pautagruel 
and his people, in the furred cat's opinion ; and they were resolved not 
to part with such pigeons without plucking. 
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sphynx,-a Cerberus ; or to the image of * 0siris, as 
the Egyptians represented him, with three heads, 
one of a roaring lion, the other of a fawning cur, and 
the last of a howling prowling wolf,' twisted about 
with a dragon biting his tail, surrounded with fiery i 
rays. His hands were full of gore, his talons like # j 
those of the harpies, his snout Kke a hawk's bill, his 
fangs or tusks like those of an overgrown brindled - i 
wild boar ; his eyes were flaming, like the jaws of 
hell, all covered with mortars interlaced with pestles, 
and nothing of his arms was to be seen, but bis . 
clutches. His hutch, and that of the warren-cats 
his collaterals, was a long, spick-and-span new rack, 
a-tor) of which (as the mumper told us) some large, 
stately t mangers were fixed in the reverse. Over 
the chief seat was the picture of an old woman, hold- * \ 
ing + the case or scabbard of a sickle in her right ] 
band, a pair of scales in her left, with spectacles on j 
her nose : the cups or scales of the balance were a 
pair of velvet pouches j the one full of bullion, - 
which overpoised the .other, empty and long, hoisted 
higher than the middle of the beam. I am of opinion 

it 

^ It will not be tlioug'it amiss by some,, who may not have Miege*s 
dictionary by ihern, it 1 add hereunto what he says under the word 
pie-powder-court, and the rather, because there is such a court at Bar- 
tholomew-fair in Smithfield, and other fairs too. Cour gut se tient 
dans lesfoires, pour faire promie justice. " This court is held in fairs* 
to yield justice to buyers and sellers, and for redress of all disorders 
committed in them. It is so called from the French pie\ a foot, and 
poudreux, dusty. Either, because fairs are held most usually in sum- 
mer, and the suitors commonly are country people with dusty feet ; or 
from the expedition intended in the hearing of causes proper thereunto, 
before the dust goes off the plaintiffs' or defendants' feet. The same 
is held de bora in Jtoram." 

* Osiris.] See Macrob. Saturn. 1. 1, c. 90. 

f Mangers.] Here we find the mangers above the rack, and in- 
deed it could not possibly be otherwise ; for the forms or benches on 
which the furred cats sat are the racks, and the mangers were the furred 
cats themselves, or rather resided in them : the word manger ie t 
from the French verb manger (to eat) signifying both a manger and 
extortion. 

ZTk* case, JccJ The picture of injustice. .<* 
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it was the true effigies of justice Gripe-mcn-all ; far 
different from the institution of the ancient Thebans, 
who set up the statues of their * dicastes without 
hands, jn marble, silver, or gold, according to their 
merit, even after their death. 

When we made our personal appearance before 
him, a sort of I don't-know-what men, all cloathed 
with I don't-know-what bags and' pouches, with 
long scrowls in their cluches, made us sit down upon 
a cricket : [such as criminals sit on when tried in 
France.] Quoth Panurgc to them, Good my lords, 
I am very well as 1 am ; I'd as lieve stand, an't 
please you. Besides, this same stool is somewhat of 
the lowest for a man that has + new breeches and a* 
short doublet. Sit yon down, said Gripe-mcn-all 
+ again, and look that you don't make the court bid- 
you twice. Now, continued he, the earth shall im- 
mediately open its jaws, and swallow you up to* 
quick damnation, if you don't answer as you should. 



chap. xrr. 

HOW GRIPE-MEN-ALL PROPOUNDED A RIDDLE TO VS. * 

When we were sate, Gripe^mentall, in the middle 
of his furred cats, called to us in a hoarse dreadful 
voice, Well, come on, give me presently — an an. 
»wer. WeH, come on, muttered Pan urge between 
his teeth, give, give me presently — a comforting 
dram. Hearken to the court, continued Gripe, 
men-all. 

I 4 * AN ' 

* Dicastes.] Judges. See Plutarch in his Isis and Osiris. 

f New breeches , and a sfiort doublet.) New breeches are generally 
pot very supple, which together with a short doublet, might make the 
judges laugh at the expence of a poor wretch sitting upon a-itool so low 
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AN ENIGMA. 

A young tight thing, as fair as may be, 
Without a dad conceiv'd a baby ; 
And "brought him forth without the pother 
Jn labour made by teeming mother. 
Yet the curs'd brat fear'd not to gripe her, 
But gnaw'd, for haste, her sides, like viper. 
Then the black upstart boldly sallies, 
And walks and flies o'er hills and Tallies. 
Many fantastic sons of wisdom, 
Amaz'd, foresaw their own in his doom 5 
And thought, like an old Grecian noddy, 
A human spirit tnov'd hii body. 

ENIGME. 

Une bien jeun$ et touts blondelette 
Conceut unjils Ethiopien sans pertf 
.Puis I 1 enfant a suns aouleur la tendrette t 
Quoy qtVil sortit commefuit la vipere y 
IS ay ant rongi, en moult grand vitupere, 
Tout Pun des Jlancs pour son impatience ; 
Depuis, passu monts vaus enjtance. 
Par Pair volant, en terre cheminante ; 
Tant qu'estonna Vamy de sapience, 
Qui Vestimdit estre humain animante, , 

Give, give me out of hand — an answer to this rid* 
die, quoth Gripe- men -all. Gife, give me— leave to 
tell yon, good, good, my lord, answered Pan urge, 
that *if [ had but a sphynx at home, as Verres, one 
of your precursors had« I might then solve your enig, 
ma presently : but verily, good my lord, I was not 

there 

*lfl had but a sphinx at home.'] Alluding to the fable of the 
sphynx, Inasmuch as that fable gave Tully an occasion to say a very 
.good thing by way of repartee to the orator Hortensius, lo whom Ver- 
ges had made a present of a large and rich figure of that monster, to 
engage him to undertake his defence against Tully. See Plutarch^ 
apophthegms. 
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there ; and, as I hope to be saved, am as innocent in 
the matter as the child unborn, Foh, give me — '% 
better answer, cried Gripe men-all ; or, by gold, 
this shall not serve your turn : I'll not be' paid in. 
such coin : if you have nothing better to offer, I'll 
let your rascalship know, that it had been better for 
you to have fallen into Lucifer's own clutches, than 
into ours. Dost thou see 'em here, sirrah ? hah ? 
and dost thou prate here of thy being innocent, as if 
thou could'st be delivered from our racks and tor- 
tures for being so ! Give me — Patience ! thou wid- 
geon. Our laws are like cobwebs: your silly little 
flies are stopped, caught, and destroyed therein ; but 
your stronger ones break them, and force and carry 
them which way they please. Likewise, don't 
think, we are so mad as to set up our nets to snap up 
your great robbers and tyrants : no, they are some- 
what too hard for us, there's no meddling with them ; 
for they would make no more of us than we make of 
the little ones : but you paltry, silly, innocent 
w retches, must make us amends ; and, by gold, we 
will * innocentise your fopship with a wannion, you 



* Innocentise,] Allusion to a,e\istom which Cotgrave says the pa- 
pists have in France on Childermas, or Innocents' Day, to jerk, or slap 
with the palm of the hand, the backsides of all such young persons as 
they can find in bed, or others, whose breach they may otherwise 
easily come at : nor is that whipping always the ne plus ultra of this 
merry custom, adds M. du Chat, (who does not confine it to the Pa- 
pists alone, as Cotgrave does.) Marat, in his epigram on Innocents' 
Day: 

Tres chere soeur, si je scavois ou couclie 
Votre personne aujour des innocents ; 
De bon matin je yrois a votre coucke 
Veoir ce gent corps y que fay me entre cinq cens. 
Adonc ma main {veu Par dew queje sens) 
Ne se pourroit bonnement contenter 4 
Sans vous toucher t tenir, taster, tenter, 
J% si quelqu'ung sursenoit d'aventure, 
Semblantferoys de vous innocentur • 



I 5 
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never were so innocentised in your days ; * the devil 
shall sing mass among ye. 

Friar John, hearing him run on at that mad rate, 
had no longer the power to remain silent, but cried 
to him, High-day i Pr'ythee, Mr. devil in a coif, 
wouldst thou have a man tell thee more than he 
knows? Has not the fellow told you he does not 
know a word of the business ? His name's Twyford. 
A plague rot you, won't truth serve your turns ? 
Why, how now, Mr. Prale-a pace (cried Gripe- 
men-all, taking him short) marry come up, who 
made you so saucy as to open your lips before you 
were spoken to ? Give me — Patience \ By gold ! 
this is the first time since I've reigned, that any one 
has had the impudence to speak before he was bidden. 
How came this mad fellow to break loose ? (Villain, 
thou liest, said friar John, without stirring his lips) 
Sirrah, sirrah, continued Gripe-men- all, I doubt 
thou'lt have business enough on thy hands, when it 
comes to thy turn to answer. (Damme, thou liest, 
said friar John, silently.) Dost thou think, cpnti. 
&ued my lord, thou'rt in the wilderness of your fool- 

x ish 

Which may ton thus in English : 

Knew 1 but where my charmer meant to lay 
Her pretty person, on th' approaching day 
^ Of Innocents, O how exceeding early 
Wou'd I go visit her I love so dearly ! 
Yes, gentle conqueror of my heart, I'd fly 

With wings of love not at your feet to sigh, 

But to touch, handle, feel thy velvet skin : 
And si ould some spoil-sport chance to enter in 
To interrupt our bliss, why let it be, 
1 wou'd make shew of ifinocenting thee: 
Who cou'd disprove so plausible a plea ? 

* The Devil shall sing mats, #c] This sentence is omitted in the 
former translation, as also multitudes of others, up and down, for want 
of being understood. M. du Chat says, that Grippeminaud (Gripe- 
men-ali) by way of Opposition to what is customary at mass, where 
nobody is forced to act the part of arespondeer, (i.e. make responses) 
here calls by the name of the devil's mass-, the interrogatory which one 
that's accused it obliged to answer to, whether he is willing or no. 
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ish university, wrangling and bawling among the 
idle, wandering searchers and hunters* after truth?' 
By gold, we have here other fish to fry ; we go ano- 
ther gat's way to work, that we do. By gold, peo- 
ple here must give categorical answers to what they 
don't know. By gold, they must confess they have 
done those things which they have not, nor ought to 
hate done. By gold, they must protest that they 
know what they never knew in their lives : and, after 
all, patience per force must be their only remedy, as 
well as a mad dog's. Here silly geese are plucked, 
yet cackle not. Sirrah, give me— an account, whe- 
ther you had a Tetter of attorney, or whether yon 
were feed, or no, that you offered to bawl in another 
man's cause? I see you had no authority to speak, 
and I may chance to^have you wed to something you 
won't like. Oh, you devils, cried friar John, proto- 
devils, panto-devils, you would wed a monk, would 
you? Hohu! ho hut A heretic! a heretic ! I'll 
give thee out for a rank heretic. 



HOW PAN URGE SOLVED GRIPE-MEN- ALL'S RIDDLE, 

Gripe-men- all, as if he had not heard what friar 
John said, directed his discourse to Pan urge, saying 
to him, Well, what have you to say for yourself, - 
Mr. Rogue-enough, hah ? Give, give me out of hand 
— an answer. Say ! quoth Pannrge, why what 
would you have me say ? 1 say, that we are damna- 
bly beshit, since you give no heed at all to the equity 
of the plea, and the devil sings among you : let this 
Answer serve for all, I beseech you, and let us go 
about our business ; I am no longer able to hold 
out, as gad shall judge me. 
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Go to, go to, cried Gripe- men-all ; when did you 
ever hear that, for these three hundred years 
last past, any body ever got out of this weal without 
leaving something of his behind him ? No, no, get 
out of the trap if you can without losing leather, 
life, or at least some hair, and you'll have done more 
than ever was done yet. ' For why, this would bring 
the wisdom of the court into question, as if we had 
took you up for nothing, and dealt wrongfully by 
you. .Well, by hook or by crook, we must have 
something out of you. Look ye, 'tis a folly to make 
a rout for a fart and ado ; one word's as good at 
twenty ; I have no more to say to thee, but that as 
thou likest thy- former entertainment, thou'lt tell me 
more of the next ; for 'twill go ten times worse with 
thee, unless, by gold, yon give me — a solution to the 
riddle I propounded. Give, give — it, without anjr 
more ado. 

By gold, quoth Panurge, 'tis a black mite or 
weevil, which is born of a white bean, and sallies out 
at the hole which he makes, gnawing it: the mite, 
being turned into a kind of fly, sometimes walks, and 
sometimes flies, over hills and dales. Now, Pytha* 
goras the Greek sage, and his seel, beside many 
others, wondering at its birth in such a place, (which 
makes some argue for equivocal generation) thought 
that by a metempsychosis the body of that insect was 
the lodging of an human soul. Now, were yon men 
kere, after your welcome death, according to his opi* 
nion, your souls would most certainly enter into the 
body of mites or weevils; for as in your present 
fetate of life, yon are good for nothing in the world, 
but to gnaw, bite, eat, and devour all things; so in 
the next you'll e*en gnaw and devour your mother's 
very sides, as the vipers do. Now, by gold, I think 
I have fairly solved and resolved your riddle. 

May my bauble be turned into a nut- cracker, quoth 
friar John, if I could not almost find in myieart to 

wish 
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wish that what comes out at my bung-hole were 
beans, that these evil weeriis might feed as tktf 
deserve. 

Panurge then, without any more ado, threw a 
large leathern purse, stuffed with gold crowns, 
(escus au s6leil) among them. The furred law- cats 
no sooner heard the jingling of the chink, but they 
all began to bestir their claws, like a parcel of fiddlers 
running a division : and then fell to't, squimble, 
squambl*, catch that catch can. They all said aloud, 
These are the fees, these are the gloves ; now this 
is somewhat like a tansy. Oh ! 'twas a pretty 
trial, a sweet trial, a dainty trial. O* my word they 
did not starve the cause. These are none of your 
sniveling forma pauperises : no, they are noble 
clients, gentlemen every inch of them. By gold, 'tis 
gold, quoth Panurge, good old gold, I'll assure you. 

SaUh Gripc-men-all, The court, upon a full hear- 
ing, (of the gold, quoth Panurge) and weighty rea- 
sons given, finds the prisoners not guilty, and ac- 
cordingly orders them to be discharged out of cus- 
tody, paying their fees. Now,' gentlemen, proceed, 
go forwards, said he to us: we have not so much of 
v the, devil in us as we have of his hue ; though we are 
stoat, we are merciful. 

As we came out at the wicket we were conducted 
to the port by a detachment of certain highland 
griffins, soribere cum daskoes 9 who advised us, before 
we came to our'ships, not to ofFer to leave the place 
till we had made the usual presents, first to the lady 
Gripe. men all, then to all the furred law-pusses; 
otherwise we must return to the place from whence 
we came* Well, well, saith friar John, we'll fumble 
in our fobs, examine every one of us his concern, 
and e'en give the women their due ; well ne'er bog- 
gle nor stick out on that account; as we tickled the 
men in the palm, we'll tickle the women in the right 
place: Pray, gentlemen, added they, don't forget 
to leave somewhat behind you for us poor devils to 
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drink your healths. lawd ! never fesrr, answered" 
friar John, I don't remember- that I ever went any 
where yet, where the poor derils are not remembered' 
and encouraged. 



HOW THE FURRED LAW-CATS LITE ON CORRUPTION*- 

Friar John had hardly said those words, ere he 
perceived seventy-eight gallies and frigates j.ust arriv- 
ing at* the port. So he hied him thither to learn 
tome news; and as he asked what goods they had 
o' board, he soon found that their whole cargo was 
venison, hares, capons, turkeys, pig*, swine, bacon, 
kids, calves, hens, ducks, teal, geese, and other poull 
try, and wild-fowl. 

He also spied among these some pieces of velvet, 
satin, and damask. This made him ask the new. 
comers, Whither, and to whom, they were going to 
carry those dainty goods ? They answered that they 
were for Gripe-men-all, and the furred law-cats. 

Pray, asked he, what's the true name of all these 
things in your country language ? Corruption, they 
replied. If they live on corruption, said the friar, 
they'll perish with their generation. May the devil 
be damned, I have it now : their fathers devoured 
the good gentlemen, who, according to their state of 
life, used to go much a hunting and hawking, to be 
the better inured to toil in time of war : for hunting 
is an image of a martial life ; and Xenophon was 
much in the right on't, when he affirmed that hunt- 
ing had yielded a great number of excellent warriors, 
as well as the Trojan horse. For my part, I am no 
scholar, I have it but by hearsay, yet I believe it. 
Now the souls of those brave fellows, according to 
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Gripe-men all's riddle, after their decease, enter into 
wild boars, stags, roe-bucks, herons, and such other 
creatures, which they loTed, and in quest of which 
they went while they were men ; and these furred 
law-cats, having first destroyed and devoured their 
castles, lands, demesnes, possessions, rents and reve- 
nues, are still seeking to have their blood and soul in 
another life. What an honest fellow was that same 
mumper, who had forewarned us of all these things, 
and bid us take notice of the mangers above the 
racks ! 

But, said Pan urge to the new-comers, how do you 
come by all this venison ? M ethinks the great king 
has issued out a proclamation, strictly inhibiting the 
destroying of stags, does, wild boars, roe-bucks, or 
other royal game, on pain of death. All this is true 
enough, answered one for the rest ; but the great 
king is so good and gracious, you must know, and 
these furred law-cats so curst and cruel, so mad, and 
thirsting after Christian blood, that we have less 
cause to fear in trespassing against that mighty sove- 
reign's commands, than reason to hope to live, if we 
do not continually stop the mouths of these furred 
law-cats with such bribes and corruption. Besides, 
added he, to-morrow Gripe-men-all marries a furred 
law-puss of his, to a high and mighty double furred 
law-tibert. Formerly we used to call them chop- 
hay : but alas ! they are not such clean creatures 
now as to eat any, or chew the cud.' We call them 
chop-hares, chop-partridges, chop-woodcocks, chop- 
pheasants, chop-pullets, chop-venison, chop-conies, 
chop-pigs, for they scorn to feed on coarser meat. 
A t — d for their chops, cried friar John, next year 
we'll have 'em called chop-dung, chop stront, chop- 
filth. 

Would you take my advice, added he, to the 
company. What is it ? answered we. Let's do two 
tilings, returned he. First, let's secure all this veni- 
1 son 
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son and wild fpwl (I mean paying well for them :) 
for my part, 1 am but too much tired already with 
our salt meat, it heats my flank so horribly. In the 
* next place, let's go back to the wicket, and destroy 
all these devilish furred law-cats. For my part, quoth 
Panurge, I know better things : catch me there, and 
hang me : no, I am somewhat more inclined to be 
fearful than bold ; 1 love to sleep in a whole skin. 



CHAP. XV. 

HOW FRIAR JOHN TALKS OP ROdTING OUT THE FURRED 
LAW-CATS. 

Vertue of the frock, quoth friar John, what 
kind of voyage are we making ?• A shitten one, 
o'iny word : the devil of any thing we* do, but fizzling, 
farting, funking, squattering, dozing, raving, and 
doing nothing. Odds belly, 'tis not in my nature to 
lie idle ; 1 mortally hate it : unless I am doing some 
heroic deed every foot, I can't sleep one wink o' 
nights. Damn it, did you tjicn take me along with 
you for your chaplain, to sing mass and shrive you ? 
By Maunday-Thursday, the- first of ye all that comes 
to me on-such an account shall be fitted: for the. only 
penance I'll enjoin shall be, that he immediately 
throw himself headlong over-board into the sea, like 
abase cow-hearted son of ten fathers. This in deduc- 
tion of the pains of purgatory. 

What made Hercules such a famous fellow, d'ye 
think? Nothing, but that while he travelled, he 
still made it his business to rid the world of tyrannies, 
errors, dangers, and drudgeries : he still put to death 
all robbers, all monsters, all venomous serpents, and 
hurtful creatures. Why then do we not follow his 

example, 
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example, doing as he did in the countries through 
which we pass ? He destroyed the stymphalidcs, 
the Jernaean hydra, Cacus, Antheus, the centaurs, 
and what not : I am no clericus, those that are such 
tell me so: 

In imitation of that noble by-blow, let us destroy 
and root out these wicked furred law-cats, that are a 
kind of ravenous devils: thus wc shall remove all man* 
ner of tyranny outof the land. Mawmet's tutor swallow 
me body and soul, tripes and guts, if I would stay to 
ask your help or advice in the matter, were I but as 
strong as he was. Come, he that would be thought 
a gentleman, let him storm a town : well then, shall 
we go ? I dare swear, we'll do their business for 
them with a wet finger: they'll bear it, never fear; 
since they could swallow down more foul language 
that came from us, than ten sows and their babies 
could swill hogwash. Damn 'em, they don't value 
all the til words, or dishonour in the world, at a rush* 
90 they but get the coin into their purses, though, they 
were to have it in a shittcn clout Come, we may 
chance to kill 'em all, as Hercules would have done, 
had they lived in his time. We only want to be set 
to work by another Eurystheus, and nothing else for 
the present ; unless it be what I heartily wish them, 
that Jupiter may give them a short visit, only 6ome 
two or three hours loug, and walk among their lord* 
ships in the * same equipage that attended him when 
he came last to his Miss Semele, jolly Bacchus's mo* 
ther. 

'Tis a very great mercy, quoth Pan urge, that you 
have got out of their clutches : for my part, I have 
no stomach to go then* again ; I'm hardly come to 
myself yet, so scared and appalled I was ; my hair 
still stands up an end when 1 think on't; and most 
damuably troubled I was there, for three very weighty 



reasons* 



* Same equipage.} Armed witk thunder and ligbtaiagt 
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reasons. First, because I was troubled. Secondly, 
because I was troubled. Thirdly, and lastly, because 
I was troubled. Harken to me a little on the right 
side, friar John, my left cod, since thon'lt not hear 
at the other : whenever the maggot bites thee, to 
take a journey down to hell, ancl visit the tribunal of 
Minos, iEacus, Rhadamantus,' and Dis, do but tell 
me, and I'll be sure to bear thee company, and never 
leave thee, as long as my name's Panurge, but wilr 
wade over Acheron, Styx, and Cocytus, drink 
whole bumpers of Lethe's water, (though I mortally 
hate that element) and even pay thy passage to that 
bawling cross-grain'd ferryman Charon. But as for 
the damned wicket, if thou art so weary of thy life 
as to go thither again, thou may'st e'en look for some- 
body else to bear thee company ; for I'll not move 
one step that way : e'en rest satisfied with this posi- 
tive answer. By my good will, I'll not stir afoot to 
go thither as long as I live, any more than * Calpe 
will come over to Abyla. Was Ulysses so mad as to ' 
go back into the cylop's cave to fetch his sword ? 
No, marry was he not. Now, I have left nothing be- 
hind me at the wicket through forgctfulness ; why 
then should I think of going thither ? 

Well, quoth friar John, as good sit still as rise up 
and fall ; what can't be cured, must - be endured. 
But pr'ythee let's hear one another speak in turn. 
Come, wert thou not a wise doctor, to fling away a 
whole purse of gold on those mangy scoundrels I 
Ha ? A squinzy choak thee, we were too rich, were 
we ? Had it not been enough to have thrown the hell- 
hounds a few cropt pieces of white cash ? 

How could I help it, returned Panurge ? Did yotr 
not see how Gripe-men-all held his gaping velvet- 
pouch, and every moment roared and bellowed, By 

gold-, 

* Calpe is a mountain in Spain, that faces another, called Abyla^. 
in Mauritania* both said to have been severed by Hercules* 
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gold, give me out of hand ; by gold, giye, give, give 
me presently? Now thought I to myself, we shall 
never come off scotfree : 111 even stop their mouth? 
with gold, that the wicket may be opened, and wc 
may get out ; the sooner the better. And I judged 
that lousy silver would not do the business : for, d'ye 
see, velvet- pouches don't use to gape for little pauttry 
dipt silver and small cash : no, they are made for 
gold, my friend John, that they are, my dainty cod. 
Ah ! when thou hast been larded, basted, and roasted, 
as I was, thou' It hardly talk at this rate, I doubt. 
But now what's to be done ? — We are enjoined by 
them to go forwards. 

J'hc scabby slabberdegulions still waited for us at 
the port, expecting to be greased in the fist as well as 
their masters. Now, when they perceived that we 
were ready to put to sea, they came to friar John, 
And begged that we would not forget to gratify the 
apparitors before we went off, according to the as- 
sessment for the fees at our discharge. Hell and 
damnation, cried friar John, are you here still, ye 
blood-hounds, ye citing, scribbling imps of Satan? 
Rot you, am 1 not vexed enough already, but you 
must have the impudence to come and plague mc, ye 
scuTvy fly-catchers you ? By cob's-body I'll gratify 
your ruffianships as you deserve ; I'll apparatorize 
you presently, with a wannion, that I will. With this 
he lugged out his slashing cutlas; and in a mighty 
heat, came oat of the ship, to cat the cozening var- 
lets into steaks ; but they scampered away, and got 
out of sight in a trice. 

However, there was somewhat more to do : for 
some of our sailors, having got leave of Pantagruel to 
go ashore, while we were had before Gripe-men-all, 
had been at a tavern near the haven to make much of 
themselves,- and. roar it, as seamen will do when they 
come into some port Now I don't kaow whether* 



they 
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they had paid their reckoning to the full, or no; but, 
however it was, an old fat hostess, meeting friar 
John on the quay, was making a woful complaint, be- 
fore a serjeant, son-in-law to one of the furred law- 
cats, and a^brace of bums, his assistants. <, 
The friar, who did not much care to be tired with 
their impertinent prating, said to them, Harkee me, 
ye lubberly gnat-snappers, do you presume to say, 
that our seamen are not honest men ? I'll maintain 
they are, ye dotterells, and will prove it to your bra* 
zen faces, by justice ; I mean, this trusty piece of cold 
iron by my side. With this he lugged it out, and 

> flourished with it. The forlorn lob cocks soon shewed 
him their backs, betaking themselves to their heels : 
but the old fusty landlady kept her ground, swearing 
like any butter-whore, that the tarpawlins were very 
honest cods ; but that they only forgot to pay for 
the bed on which they had lain after dinner, and she 
asked five-pence French money for the said bed. 
May I never sup, said the friar, if it be not dog- 
cheap : they are sorry guests, and unkind customers, 
that they are ; they don't know when they have a; 
pennyworth, and will not always meet with such bar- 
gains : come, I myself will pay you the money, but I 
would willingly see it first. 

The hostess immediately took him home with her, 
and shewed him the bed, and having praised it for 

v its good qualifications, said, that she thought, as 
times went, she was not out of the way, in asking 
five-pence for't. Friar John then gave her the five, 
pence ; and she no sooner turned her back, but he 
presently began to rip up the ticking of the feather- 
bed and bolster, and throwed all the feathers out at 
the window. In the mean time the old hag came 
down, and roared out for help, crying out murder, 
to set all the neighbourhood in an uproar. Yet she 
also fell to gathering the feathers that flew up and. 



down 
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down in the air, being scattered by the wind. Friar 
John let her bawl on, and without any further ado, 
marched off with the blanket, quilt, and both the 
sheets, which he brought aboard undiscovered : for 
the air was darkened with the feathers, as it uses 
sometimes to be with snow. He gave them away to 
the sailors ; then said to Pantagruel, that beds were 
much cheaper at that place than in Chinnonois, 
though we have there the famous geese of Pautile ; 
for the old beldam had asked him but five pence for 
a bed, which in Chinnonois had been worth above 
twelre francs. ' As soon as friar John and the rest 

* of the company were embarked, Pantagruel set 
tsail. But there arose a south-east wind, which 

< blew so vehemently they lost their way, and in a 

< manner going back to the country of the furred 

* law-cats, they entered into a huge gulph, where the 

< sea run so high and terrible, that the ship-boy on the 
' top of the mast cried out, he again saw the habita- 
i tion of Gripe-men-all : upon which Panurge, 
' frightened almost out of his wits, roared out, Dear 

* master, in spite of the wind and waves, change your 
6 course, and turn the ship's head about: O my 
( friend ! let's come no more into that cursed conn* 
' try where I left my purse. So the wind carried 

* them near an island, where, however, they did 
' not dare at first to land, but entered about a mile 
« off.' 
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HOW PANTAGRUEL CAME TO ?HB ISLAND OF THE 
+ APED EFTS 5 OR IGNORAMUS'S, WITH LONG CLAWS 
AND CROOKED PAWS, AND OP TERRIBLE ADVEN- 
TURES AND MONSTERS THERE. 

As soon as we had cast anchor, and had moored 
the ship, the pinnace was put oyer the ship's side, and 
manned by the cockswain's crew. When the good 
Paotagruel had prayed publicly, and given thanks to 
the Lord that had delivered him from so great a 
danger, he stepped into the pinnace with his whole 
company, to go on shore, which was no ways difneut 
to do ; for as the sea was calm, and the winds laid, 
they soon got to the cliffs. When they were set on 
shore, Epistemon, who was admiring the situation of 
the place, and the strange shape of the rocks, dis. 
covered some of the natives. The first he met, had 
.on a short purple gown, a doublet cut in panes, like 
a Spanish leather jerkin ; half sleeves of satin, and 
the upper part of them leather ; a coif like a black 
pot tipped with tin. He was a good likely sort of 
a body, and his name, as we heard afterwards, was 
Double- lee. Epistemon asked him, How they called 
those strange craggy rocks and deep valleys? He 
told thcm.it was a colony, brought out of Attorney- 
laud, and called Process ; and that if we forded the 



* It ii in this place, immediately after the 15th chapter, that this of 
the Apedefts should come in, and not after ihap. vi. as it used to be 
put by mistake, in all the editions in French (as well as in the former 
English translation of Rabelais.) See this demonstrated in the notes 
of M. du Chat, who hath likewise added to the preceding chapter about 
twenty lines of his own, which you see above with inverted commas, 
to join it with this by a rational connection, and so pave the way tor 
(his chapter of the Apedefts. ' 

f Apcdejhl] 'AwawoEvroi, unlettered. The gentlemen. of one 
branch of The exchequer, {charnbre des comptes) are called Apedefts, 
by the author, because, as he says lower, there was no occasion to be 
graduated (any great scholars) to exercise those otnees. 
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river somewhat further beyond the rocks, we should 
come into the island of the Apedefts. By the sacred 
memory of the decretals, said friar John, tell us, I 
pray you, what you honest men here lire on ? Could 
not a man take a chirping bottle with you, to taste 
your wine ? I can see nothing among you but parch- 
ment, inkhorns, and pens. We live on nothing 
else, returned Double-fee ; and all who live in this 
place must come through my hands. How, quoth 
Pan urge, are you a shaver then ? Do you fleece 
them? Ay, ay, their purse, answered Double-fee, 
nothing else. By the foot of Pharaoh, cried Pa- 
nurge, the de el a sous you will get of me. However, 
sweet sir, be so kind as to shew an honest man the 
way to those Apedefts, or ignorant people ; for I 
come from the land of the learned, where I did not 
learn over much. 

Still talking on, they got to the island of the 
Apedefts, for they were soon got over the ford* 
Pautagrucl was not a little taken up with admiring 
the structure and habitation of the people of the 
place. For they live in a swinging wine-press, fifty 
£teps up to it. You must know there are some of 
all sorts, little, great, private, middle-sized, and so 
forth. You go through a large peristyle, alias a long 
entry set about with pillars, in which you sec, in a 
kind of landscape, the ruins of almost the whole 
world ; besides so many * gibbets for great robbers, 
so many gallows and racks, that it is enough to fright 
you out of your seven senses. Double-fee perceiving 
that Pantagruel was taken up with contemplating 
those things, Let us go further, sir, said he to him, 
all this is nothing yet. Nothing, quotha, cried friar 



* Gibbets for great rogues or robbers.] Ihtencesde grands larrons. 
The author distinguishes between gjllows aod gibbets : these la it he 
calls potences ; to hang the potentet, the $reat root <ers upon. It i» a 
good pun enough. upon the word potence, (hp common word for a gal- 
lows, derived, I suppose, from /wft'ffw, a part, though Rabelais ludi- 
crously derives it zpolerUtbus. ^ 
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John; by the sottf of my over-heated codpiece, 
friend Panurge and I here shake and quiver for mere 
hunger. I had rather Be drinking, than staring on 
these ruins. Pray come along, sir, said Double-fee. 
He then led us into a little wine-press, that lay back- 
wards in a blind corner, and was called pithies in 
the language of the country. You need not ask 
whether master John and Panurge made much of 
their sweet selves there ; H is enough that I tell you 
there was no want of * Bolonia sausages, turkey, 
pouts, capons, bustards, malmsey-wiue, and all other 
sorts of good belly-timber, very well drest. 

A pimping son of ten fathers* who, for want of a 
better, did the office of a butler, seeing that friar 
J ohn had cast a sheep's eye at a choice bottle that 
stood near a cupboard by itself, at some distance 
from the rest of the bottellic magazine, like a jack, 
in-an-office, said to Pantagruel, Sir, 1 perceive that 
one of your men here is making love to this bottle : 
he ogles it, and would fain caress it : but I beg that 
\ none offer to meddle with it,; for it As reserved for 
their worships. How, cried Panurge, there are some 
grandees here then, I see: It is vintage time with 
you, I perceive. 

Then Double-fee led up to a private staircase, and 
shewed us into a room, whence, without being seen, 
out at a loop-hole, we could see their worships in 
the great wine- press, where none could be admitted 
without their leave. Their worships, as he called 
them, were about a score of fusty crack-ropes and 
gaHow- clappers, or rather more, fall posted before 
a bar, and staring at each other, like so many dead 
pigs : their paws or hands were as long as a crane's 
leg, and their claws or nails four and twenty inches 

long 

* Bolonia Sausages.] Milan sausage in the original* 1 

f Ail posted before a par.] It should be round a great green -covered 

table-(not a bar) : bureau, not barreau,: Rabelais, in his merry way. 

spells bureau, bourreau, which signifies the common hangman, alluding 

to what he called then just be&^arack-ropes, Ice. 
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long a£ l#a*t ; for you must kndir, they are en- 
jilted never to pare off the least chip of them, se? 
that tbey grow as crooked as a Welch hook or *a 
kedging-biH. 

We sew a swinging bunch of grapes, that are ga» 
tbered and squeezed in thai country, brought in by 
them* As soon as it was laid down, they dapped it 
into the pi ess, and there was not a bit of H out of 
which each of them did not squeeze some oil of gold* 
Insomuch that the pobr grape was tried with a wftU 
Hess, and brought off so drained and picked, and so 
dry 9 thai there Was not the least moisture, juice, or 
substance left in it ; for they had pressed out its very 
quintessence. 

. . >Dooble.fee toM us, they had not often such huge 
bunches ; but, let the worst come to the worst, they 
>rere sore newer to be without others in then: press. 
Bui; hark you me, master of mine, asked Pan urge* 
have they not some of different growth ? Ay marry 
have they, quoth Double-fee. Do yon see here this 
little bunch, to which they are going to giro t'other 
Wrench ? It is of ty the.growth, ywu must know; they 
crashed,. wrung, squeezed and strained out the very 
heart's blood of 'it but father day i but it did not 
bleed freely ; the oil came hard, and smelt of the 
+ priest'r chest; so that they found there was not 
muck good t» be got out of it Why then, sail 
Pantagruei, do they pet it again into the press? 
Only, answered Double-fee, for fear there shouM 
still katk some juice among the husks and boilings^ 
in the mother of the grape. The devil be damned, 
cried friar John, do yon call these same folks illrte* 

. rate iohcocks^ and dunsical doddipoles ? May 1 be v 

broileeV 

.* A biguipbtiL'} In the original, thereat, a teat-fork ; not m 
he*%ing-biU. It is called rhwemi, from it* being used by the watefmoa 

t>n tlie river (Loire.) It is a pole, Cotgrave says, with a fork of iron 
at the cod* wherewith watermen set forward their boats when they 
'don't row. 

+ Prietfs chert. \ Musty, became a priest keeps things at long at 
- ««er he can , and gives away as tittle as possible. 
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broiled like a red herring* if I don't think they are 
vise enough to skin a flint, and draw oil out of a 
brick wall. >So < they are^ said Doable-fee ; for they 
sometimes put castles, 'parks, and forests into tho 
press, and out of them all extract aurum potabde. 
You mean portabile, I suppose, cried Epistemon, 
such as may be borne. I mean as I said, replied 
Double-lee, potabile, such as may be drunk ; for it 
makes, them drink many a good bottle more than 
otherwise they should. 

, But I cannot better satisfy you as to the growth 
ef the vine-tree syrup that is here squeezed out of 
grapes, than in desiring you to look yonder in 
that back-yard, where you will see above a thousand 
different growths that lie waiting to be squeezed eve- 
ry moment. Here are some of the public, and some 
Qf> the private growth; some of the fortifications, 
loans, gifts, and gratuities, escheats, forfeitures, fines 
and recoveries, penal statutes, crown-lands and de- 
mesne, privy-purse, post-offices, offerings, lordships 
of manors, and a world of other growths, for which 
we want names. Pray, quoth Epistemon, tell me of 
what growth is that great one, with all those little 
grapelings about it. Oh, oh I returned Double-fee, 
that plump one is of the treasury, the very best 
growth in the whole country. Whenever any one 
of that growth is squeezed, there is not one of their 
worships but gets juice enough out of it to soak his 
nose six months together. When their worships were : 
up, Fantagruel desired Double-fee to take «s into 
that great wine-press, which he readily did. As soon 
as we were in, Epistemon, who understood all sorts 
of tongues, r began to shew us many devices on the * 
press, which was large and fine, and made of the 
* wood of the cross (at least Double-fee told us so). 
On each part of it were names of every thing in the 
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language of the country. The spindle of the press 
was called receipt ; the trough*, costs and damages ; 
the hole for the vice-pin, state j the side-boards, 
money paid into the office ; the great beam, respite 
pf homage ; the branches, radietur; the side-beams, 
* recuperetur ;„+ the fats, ignoramus; the two-handled 
baskets, the rolls ; the treading-place, acquittance ; 
the dossers, validation ; the panniers, authentic de- 
frees ; the pailes, potentials; the funnel, quietus est. 

\ By the queen of the chitterlings} quoth Pan urge, 1 
all the hieroglyphics *>f Egypt are mine a — to this 
jargon. Why! here is a parcel of words full as 
analogous as chalk and cheese, or a cat and a carU 
wheel ! But why, pr'ythee, dear Double-fee, do 
they call these worshipful dons of yours ignorant 
fellows ? Only, said Double- fee, because they neither, 
are, nor ought to be clerks, and all must be igno- 
rant as to what they transact here : nor is there tq 
be any other reason given but, The court hath said 
it .; The court will have it so ; The court has decreed 
it, Cop's Body, quoth Pantagruel, they might full 
as well have called them necessity ; for necessity hag 
no law. 

. From thence, as he was leading us to see a thou^ 
sand little puny presses, we spied another paltry 
bar, about which sat four or five ignorant waspish 
churls, of so testy fuming a temper, like an ass with 
squibs and crackers tied^to its tail, and so ready to 
take pepper in the nose for yea and nay, that a dog 
-would npt hare lived with them. They were hard " 
K3 at 

* Recuperttut.y In the chamber of accounts this is a term for an- 
nulling any gift the king should make of an excessive sum, without just 
cause, or having been first examined into by the chamber. See Bodin* 
Re pub. & Juv. des Ursins. hist. Cha. VI. on the year, 1389. 

f The fats, or rather vats, ignoramus.] So M. Motteux wittily 
translates it ; for he professes he knew not what the original plus-valeur 
meant. Nor indeed can I find out by any-books, what it should mean. 

J By ike queen of chitterlings.'] The idol Niphseleth, by whose 
name /he author calls the queen of chitterlings, was herself an hiero-* 
glyphic.- » - - 
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at it wfcb the Sew and dregs of the grapes, which 
they grtped orer and over again; might and mam, 
with their clenched fists. They were called contract 
tors, in the language of toe country. These are the 
ugliest, misshapen, grim-looked scrubs, said friar 
John, that ever were beheld with or without specta* 
cFes. Then we passed by an infinite number of tittle 
pimping wine-presses, ail faH of ▼intage»mongers, 
who were picking, examining, and raking the grapes 
with some instruments, called bills of charge. 
Finally, we came into a hall down stairs, where 
, we saw an overgrown cursed mangy cur, with a pair 
of heads, a wolf's belly, and claws like the deii! of 
. hell. The son of a bitch was fed with costs ; for he 
Irred on a multiplicity of fine * amonds, and amer* 
eiaments, by order of their worships, to each of 
whom the monster was worth more than the best 
farm in the land. In their tongue of ignorance they 
eaHed htm Twofold. His dam lay by him, and her 
hair and shape was like her whelps ; only she had 
four heads, two male, and two female, and her name 
was «FonrfoM. She was certainly the most cursed 
and dangerous creature of the place, except hor gran* 
dam, which we saw, and had been kept locked up 
in a dungeon, tirtie out of mind, and her name was 
Refusing of fees. 

Friar John, who had always twenty yards of gut 
ready empty, to swallow a gallimaufry of lawyers, 
f began to be somewhat out of humour, and desired 
Pantagruel to remember he had not dined, and bring 
Double-fee along with him. So away we went, and 
as we marched out at the back-gate, whom should 
we meet but an old piece of mortality fai chains. He 
Was half ignorant, and half learned, like + an henna* 

phrodite 

* Amonds, Jfcc] A quibble upon- (he wort amende, (a mulct or 
fine in French) and almonds to eat. 

f An hermaphrodite of Satan.] In matter of law-suit* a very detilj 
in other thing! a very dunce in name and nature. 
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phrodite of Satan. The fettow was ail * caparisoa- 
ed wi& spectacles, at a tortoise is with sheik, and 
lived on nothing bu£ a sort of food, which, in their 
gibberish, was called appeals. Pantagruel asked 
Double.fee, of what breed was that prothonotary, 
and what name they gave him ? Doable-fee told us, 
that, time ont of mind, he had been kent there in 
chains, + to the great grief of their worships, who 
starved him, and his name was Review. By the 
pope's sanctified two-pounders, cried friar John, 1 1 
don't much wonder at the meagre cheer which this 
old chjiff finds among their worships. Do but look 
a Tittle on the weather-beaten scratch-toby, friend 
Panurge : by the sacred tip of my cowh I'll lay five 
pounds to a ha$le nut, the foul thief has the very 
looks of Gripe-men all. These same fellows here, 
ignorant as they be, are as sharp and knowing as 
Ather folks. But were it my ease, I would send htm 
packing with a squib in his breech, like a rogue as he 
is. By my J oriental barnieies, quoth Pauurge, 
honest friar, thou art in the right : for if we but 
examine that treacherous Review's ill-favoured phfe, 
*e find that the filthy snudge fa yet more mischievous 
and Ignorant, than these ignorant wretchers here ; 
since they (honest dunces !) grapple and glean with 
as little harm and pother as they ean, without any 
long fiddle- come-farts, or tantalizing in the case t 
nor do they dally and demur in your suit ; but in 
two or three words, whip stitch, in a trice, they 
finish the vintage of the close, bating you afl these 
K 3 damned 

* C^Htruoned with spectacle*. *| The functions of his office consist" 
ed entirely in reviling the process. 

f To the great grie/ of the'rr toervft^r.] It thoald be, to hie greet . 
grief by their worships, who had taken from him great part of the 
ines, which he claimed as his dues, to subsist on. 

J Oriental larnkles.] Oriental spectacles : hurtles in French for 
a pair of spectacles. The Turks, who are orientals to us, have the 
moon {hate} for the symbol of their empire. Rabelais quibbles on the 
words tune and lunettes, moon and spectacles ; a pun not capable of 
feeing preserved in English, perhaps not worthy qf it, 
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damned tedious iftterlocutories, examinations and ap- 
pointments, which fret to the heart's blood your 
furred law-cats. 



*OW ftfl WEKT FORWARDS, AND HOW PANURGE HAD 
LIKE TO HATE BEEN KILLED. 

We put to sea that very moinent, steering our 
course forwards, and gave Pantagruel a full account 
of our adventures, which so deeply struck him With 
compassion, that he wrote some elegies on that sub- 
ject, to divert himself during the voyage. When we 
were safe in the port, we took some refreshment, 
and took an fresh water and wood. The people of 
the place, who had the countenance of jolly fellows, 
v and boon companions, were all of them forward 
folks, bloated and puffed up with fat ; and we saw 
some who slashed and pinked their skins, to open a 
passage to the fat, that it might swell out at the slits 
and gashes Which they made : neither more nor less » 
than the shit-breech fellows in our country bepink 
and cut open their breeches, that the taflety on the 
inside may stand out and be puffed up. They said, 
, that what they did was not out of pride or ostentar 
tion, but because otherwise their skins would not 
hold them without niuch pain. Having thus slashed 
their skin, they used to grow much bigger ; like the 
young trees, on Whose barks the gardeners make in- 
cisions, that they may grow the better. 

Ncarihe haven there was a tavern, which forwards 
seemed very fine and stately. We repaired thither, 
and found it filled with people of the forward nation, 
of all ages, sexes, and conditions ; so that we thought 
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some notable feast or Other Wtt getting readt : but 
we were told that all that throng were incited to the 
bursting of mine host, which caused ail his friend* 
and relations to hasten thither* 

We did not understand that jargon, and therefore 
thought in that country , by that bursting they meant 
some merry meeting or other* as we do in ours bf 
betrothing, wedding, groaning, christening, church* 
ing (of women) shearing (of sheep) reaping (of corn, 
or harvest-home) and many other junketing boats 
that end in ing. But we soon heard that there wat 
no such matter in hand. 

x The master of the house, yon must know, had 
been a good fellow in his time, loved heartily to 
wind up his bottom, to bang the pitcher, and lick 
his dish : he used to be a very fair swaliowef of 
gravy soup, * a notable accountant in matter of 
tours ; and his whole life was one continual dinner, 
like mine host at Rouillac, [in Perigord.] But now 
having farted out much fat for ten years together^ 
according to the Custom of the country, he was 
drawing towards the bursting hour : for neither the 
Inner thin caul wherewith the entrails are covered^ 
Aor his skin that had been jagged and mangled so 
many years, were able to hold and enclose his guts 
any longer, or hinder them from forcing their way 
Out. Pray, quoth Panurge, is there no remedy, hq[ 
help; for the poor man, good people ? Why tion't 
you swaddle him round with good tigjit girts, or se« 
Cure his natural tub with a strong sorb -apple- tree* 
hoop? Nay, why don't you iron-bind him, if 
K 4 needs 

* A notable accountant in matter of hours.] So they call in Poi- 
tou any great talker, who, when he has no more tales to tell, wiH 
count the hours, when the clock, strikes, and that aloud, though 
others hear the clock as well as he. But in this place it also means a 
smell-feast, a gormandizing- hanger-on, a guttling sponger, who, that 
. he may'nt slip the critical minute when people use to dine, counts the 
hours, nay, the quarters of every clock that strikes, and that with the 
utmost exactness. 
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meeds be? Ufa would keep fee nun from lying out 
and bursting. The wdrd was not yet ant of his 
• month, when we heard something give a lend report, 
as if a huge sturdy oak had *ee» split in two. Then 
some of the neighbours totd «s, that the bursting 
* was over, and that the dap, or crack, which we 
beard, was the last fort: andeo there was an end of 
mine host 

. This made me cadi to asind a saying of the veae- 
vabfe *abbot of CastiHiers, the very same who never 
cared to hump his chamber-maids, +but when he wat 
in pontificalibus. That pious person, being much 
donned, teased and importuned by his relations to 
resign his abbey in his old age, said and professed, 
That he wooid not strip tar he was reedy to goto 
bed ; and that the list fart which bts reverend pa* 
ternitr was to utter, should be the fart of an abbot. 

CHAP* 

* Alhat of Cttitlltier*.] See tot thU VlfMul»1iffaarvfllt Mi mil* 
eeftiattks, ¥01. t f p. Wl. Rotterdam edfefton. 

f But when Mil wat in t**t$calikm*l Gravity mteht bit* mm 
share in this proud prelate* $ scrupulousnf**£bat that which doubtless 
Oontritated mo»t folt was, Hurt it rn any of ift$n teift} action* lie fhoulit 
btomghlin ashert hettc, the stealer Je4gs might, proceed against 
$m. Ant. Rubeistadiue to M. Ort. Gratfus, rait 1, of the epittolet 
<6ac. viror. Qualnn tfteenfo, tatem te judico . • • 23T quando 
pmbgter reperiimr M e%ex> itideeertti ostiv, flf »<?n erf vetHtut tkut 
munbt erne deiel, sed kakku teenier t, time iudat seadaeupeiett 
earn habere & tractate aro. homine seadari t & qfficere earn ptena 
corporafi, nonvbtt/mtibus pfhilfgvsclericorum. ■ 

H. B. lUMatt aajip»«os* butchaetber-eaaids tolfae abbot, be* 
cause, 4t ft observe* by VervUle, ia eh< 10, of hit moyende pmrvmur* 
eervant-m&ids it the appellative of such as serve plain honest Jaymen | 
totiheeafae&naids live wMh priests or canvas, to minister to ajU their 
- teats* 
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CfiAP. XVItl. 

HOW OUR SHIPS STRANDED, AND WE WERK 

KEUETED BY SOME PEOPLE THAT WERE SUBJECT 
TOOjUEErt WHIMS (QVX TENOIENT DE LA tlUINTE.) 

We weighed and set sail with a merry westerly 
gale, when about seven leagues off (twenty -two 
miles) some gusts, or scuds of wind, suddenly arose, 
and the wind veering and shifting from point to 
point, was, as they say, like an old woman's 
. breech, at no certainty ; so we irst got our star* 
board tacks aboard, and hauled off our lee-sheets. 
Then the gusts increased, and by fits Wowed all at 
once from several quarters : yet we neither settled 
nor braded up close our sails, but only let fly the 
sheets, not to go against the master of the ship's du 
rettton ; and thus having let go amain, lest we 
Should spend our topsails, or the ship's quick-side 
should -lie in the water, and she be overset, we lay 
by and rnn adrift, that is, in a landloper's phrase, 
we temporised it. For he assured us, that, as these 
gusts and whirlwinds would not do us much good, 
so they could not do us much harm, considering 
their easiness and pleasant strife, as also the clear* 
ness of the sky, ami calmness of the current. So 
that we were to observe the philosopher's rule, 
bear and forbear : that is, trim, or go according to 
the time. 

However, these whirlwinds and gusts lasted to 
long, that we persuaded the master to let us go anal 
lie, at trie with our main course ; that is, to haul 
the lack aboard, the sheet close aft, the bowline set 
up, and the helm tied close aboard: so after a 
stormy gale of wind, we broke through the whirl, 
wind. But 'twas Bke falling fet* gey 11a to avoid 
% 6 Cfcarybdtt, 
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Chary bdis, (out of the frying-pan into the fire.) 
For we had not sailed a league, e'er our ships were 
stranded upon some sands, such as are the flats of 
St. Maixant. 

•* All our company seemed mightily disturbed, ex* 
cept friar John, who was not a jot daunted, and 
with sweet sugar- plum words comforted now one, 
and then another, giving them hopes of speedy as. 
sistance from above, and telling them that he had 
seen Castoiy at the main- yard-arm. Oh I that I 
were but now ashore, cried Panurge, that's all I 
wish for myself at present, and that you, who like 
the sea so well, had each man of you two hundred 
thousand crowds ! * I would fairly let you set up 
shop on these sands, and would get a fat calf dress* 
ed, and 100 of faggots cooled for you against you 
come ashore. I freely consent never to mount a 
wife, so you' but set me ashore, and mount me on a 
horse that I may go home : no matter for a servant, 
'I'll be contented to serve myself; -I am never better 
treated than when I'm without a man. Faith old 
Plautus was in the right on't when he said, the more 
servants the more Crosses : for such they are, even 
supposing they could want what they all have bat 
too much of, a tongue, that most busy, dangerous, 
and f pernicious member of servants : accordingly, 
'twas for their sakes alone, that the racks and tor* 
tures for confession were invented ; 1 though some fo* 



* i would fairly , Scc.~\ Rabelals's words will by no means bear 
this construction : je vous mettrol* ung veau en meu'c> k nfraic/ieroh 
wig cent de fagot* pour voire retour. On which M. du Chat ob- 
serves that though Fanurge seems to say, I would prepare a fat calf 
tot you, it was not by any means his intention so to do : for a* people 
Won't use to put up calves to fat in a ben-coop fmeuZJ any more 
than, they cool or throw water on faggots they would have bum easily; 
co, instead of engaging himself here to any thing, he only laughs at 
those who, together with himself, had too easily committed their per* 
tons to the dangers of the sea. 

*. f Pernki<ms member of temmta.] ^gutmli partpcijmaterwt 
a>js Jwx»l| saf. 9. \ 



reign 




Ciup. XVIII. OF RABELAIS. 2QJ 




unreasonable consequences from it. ' v 

That very moment we spied a sail, that made to- 
wards us. When it was close by us, we soon knew 
what was the lading of the ship, and who was aboard 
of her. She was full freighted with drums : I was 
acquainted with many of the pjissengers that came in 
Jher, who were most of 'em of good families : among 
the rest Harry Cottiral, the chymist, an old toast) 
who had got a swinging ass's touchtripe (penis) fas- 
tened to his waist, as the good women's beads are 
to their girdle. In his left hand, he held an old 
overgrown greasy foul cap, , such as your scald* 
pated fellows wear, and in the right, a huge cab* 
bage stump. 

As soon as he saw me. he was overjoyed, and 
bawled out to me, What cheer hp ? How dost like 
me now ? Behold the true algamana (this he said; 
shewing me the ass's ticklegizzard.) This doctor's 
cap is my true clixo ; and this (continued he, shad- 
ing the cabbage stump in his fist) is * Itmaria major : 
I have it, old boy 9 I have it ; we'll blow the coal ' 
when thou'rt come back. But pray, father, said I, 
whence come you ? Whither go you ? What's your 
lading ? Have you smelt the salt deep ? To these 
four questions he answered, From queen Whims j 
for Touraine ; alchymy; + to the very bottom. 



* JLunaria major."] Because the leaves of it arc like those of the 
tea-cabbage, which bears a great reputation, and is in mighty vogue 
with the akhymists. 

f To the very bottom.] This pleasant answer to four questions at a 
time, is like that of the famous Dante, as we meet with it in Dome* 
nichi's facetic, and other old Italian books: Dante Alighien, poet* 
famottishno, tornando un gvorno difuora ft sapragiunto da ire gen* 
tilhuomini Fiorentini suo i conoscenti ; t fuali sapendo fuanio ci 
fusse pronto nelle risposte, fulti d tre in prova gUfecero ire conivtw* 
ate domande in cotal guisa, dkendo gh il prtmo, Buon di metier 
Dante? E il secundo, Donde venite messer Danie ? e il Ur%o i e eg!} 
grosso Ufiurne messer Dante f At quali senza punto fermare il cavaflo. 
73 senzafar pansa atcuna at dire> egU cwi mpose; Buondi, t buom 
*nn* : Valtajitta : Bm at cub, , , " , 
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Whom hate you got on board, said I ? Said he, 
Astrologers, f or tane- tellers, alchemists, rhymer*, 
poets, painters, projectors, mathematicians, watch- 
makers, sing-songs, tnusicianers, and the deril and 
all of others that are subject to * queen Whims. 
They hfcve very fair legible patents to shew fort, as 
any body may see. Panurge bad no sooner heard this, 
but be was upon the high rope, and began to rail at 
them like mad. What o' devil d'ye mean, cried be, 
to sit idly here, like; a pack of loitering sneaksbies, 
and see us stranded, while you may help us, and 
tow us off into the current! A plague o' your 
whins 5 you can make all things whatsoefer, they 
say, so much as good' weather and little children ; 
yet won't make baste to fasten some hawsers and 
cables, and get us off, 1 was just coming to set you 
aloat, quoth Harry Cottiral : by Trismegistus, I'll 
clear you in a trice. With this he caused 7532310 
huge drums to be unheaded on one side, and set that 
open side so, that it faced the end of the streamers 
and pendants; and having fastened them to good 
tacklings, and our ship's head to the stern of theirs, 

with 

The same is English, if I may not displease the reader in think- 
ing him so un polite as not to understand Italian m this age of operas. 

" The famous poet, Dante ARgbieri, returning home one day out 
•f the country, w<is overtook by three gentlemen of Florence, his ao 
quaintance ; who knowing how ready he was in his answers, they alt 
three resolved, by way of proof, tomake three successive attacksupoa 
him in the following manner. The first said to him, Good-day, mas- 
ter Dante: the> second, Whence come you, master 'Dante? the 
third, are ihewateA deep, master Dante? To all which, without 
once stopping his horse, or making the least paifse, he answered thus,: 
Cfoo&»day, and good year : From the lair : To the very bo«om ,> 

Hot uttlike this b a story of Henry IV. of France, who being over- 
Men upon the road, by a clergyman that Was posting to court ; the 
khig, putting his head out of hts coarh, asked the man in his hasty 
«*y, Whence come ye > Whither go ye? What want ye? The cler- 
gyman, without any ceremony or hesitation, made answer: From 
Blow: To Fans: A benefice. With which the king was so vtttt 
pleased, he instantly granted his reqaest. 

# Queen Whtm$.') La auinte. This means a fantastic humour ; 
asaggots, or a foolish giddiness of brain; and also a fifth, Or the pro- 
pQilioB of five in music, Sec. 
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with cablet fastened to the bits abaft the manger in 
the ship's ioof, they towed us off ground at one 
pall; so easily and pleasantly, that you'd have 
wondered at it* had you bee* there. For the dab- 
o»d«b rattling of the drums, with the soft noise of 
the gravel, which murmuring disputed us our way, 
and the merry cheers and huzzas of the sailors, made 
an harmony almost-as good as that of the heavenly 
bodies when fhey roll and are whirled round their 
spheres, which ratting of the celestial wheels Plato 
said he heard some nights in his sleep* 

We scorned to be behind-hand with 'em in civility, 
and gratefully gave them store of our sausages and 
chitterlings, with which we fitted their drum; and 
we were just a hoisting two and sixty hogsheads of 
wine out of the hold, when two huge whirlpools 
(physeteres) with great fury made towards their 
ship; spotting more water than is in the river 
Vienne, (Vigenne) from Chimin to Saarnur: to 
make short, all their drams, all their sail*, their con* 
ceras, and themselves were soused, and their very 
hose were watered by the collar; 

Panurge was so overjoyed, seeing this, and laugh- 
edso heartily, that he was forced to hold his sides, 
and it set him into a fit of the cholic for twd hoars 
and more. I had a mind, qaoth fte, to make the 
dogs drink, and those honest whirlpools, egad, have 
saved me that labour and that cost* There's sauce 
for them ; *p*» m** Water** good, saith a 

poet; let 'em ptodarise upon it: they never cared 
for fresh water, bat to wash their hands or their 
glasses. This good salt water will stand 'em in goeel 
stead, for want of saf ammoniac and nitre in ♦Gebsr/s 
latches 

We 

* Qeber's kitchen.\ An aocient Arabian alcTiymrsfj ttfiOto tfOrfcf 
are extant. Geberica* hoc esi aicumittka coguha, gwe nOfl mtnores 
decoqutl op&quam pof'trui, says Agrippa, ch. 89, of his tfc vanifare 
scientiaruro. 

3 
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« We coujd not hold any further discourse with 'em ; 
for the farmer whirlwind hindered our ship from 
feeling the helm. The pilot advised us hericefor- 
wards to let her run adrift, and follow the stream, 
not busying ourselves with any thing, but making 
much of our carcasses. For our only way to arrive 
safe at the queendom of Whims, was to trust to the 
Whirlwind, and be led by the current. 



CHAP. XIX. 

HOW WE ARRIVED AT THE (QUEENDOM OF WHIMS, 
. OB.) KINGDOM Of QUINTESSENCE, CALLED EXTELE* 
. CHY. 

We did as he directed us for about twelve hours, 
and on the third day the sky seemed to us somewhat 
clearer, and we happily arrived at the ^port of 
Mateotechny, not far distant from the palace of 
Quintessence. 

- We met full-but on the quay a great number of 
guards, and other military men that garrisoned the 
arsenal ; and we were somewhat frighted at first* 
because they made us all lay down our arms, and, in 
a haughty manner, asked us whence we came ? 

. Cousin, quoth Panurge to him that asked the 
question, we are of Touraine, and come from France, 
being ambitious of paying our respects to the lady 
Quintessence, and Visit this famous realm of En* 
tsfechy* 

Wkat do you say, cried they ? do you call it En- 

, ' telechy 

* Port of Mateotechny.] There is no pains more foolishly em- 
ployed about any one thing than in the search of the ohilosopber's 
itone: but there are likewise other vain sciences, and the author 
means to say, that such as confine themselves rnereto are arrived a( 
the port of Mateotechny. M*r*f tt, www* T«xwj» or* » 
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telechy or Endelechy ? Truly, truly, sweet cousins* 
quoth Panurge, we are a silly sort of grout-headed 
lobcocks, an't please you ; be so kind as to forgive 
us if we chance to knock words out of joint : as foe 
any thing else, we are down-right honest fellows, 
and true hearts. 

We hay'nt asked you this question without a cause, 
said they : for a great number of others, who hare 
passed this way from your country of Touraine, 
seemed as meer joltheaded doddipoles as ever were 
scored over the coxcomb, yet spoke as. correct as 
other folks. But there has been here from other* 
x countries a pack of I know not what over-weening 
self-conceited prigs, as moody as so many mules, 
and as stout as any Scotch lairds, and nothing 
would serve these, forsooth, but they must wilfully 
wrangle and stand out against us at their' coming ; 
and much they got by it after all. Troth, we e'en 
fitted them, and clawed 'em off with a tengeance, 
for all they looked so big and so grum. 

Pray tell me, does your time lie so heavy upon 
you in your world, that you don't know how to be- 
stow it better than in thus impudently talking, dis* 
puting, and writing of our sovereign lady?* There 
was much need that your * Tully, the consul, 
should go and leave the care of his commonwealth 
to busy himself idly about her ; and; after him, your 
f Diogenes Laertius, the biographer, and your The- 
odoras Gazar, the philosopher, and your Ar- 
giropilus the emperor, and your Bessario the car- 
dinal, and your J Politian the pedant, and your 
$ Budseus the judge, and your Lascaris the em. 
bassador, and the devil and all of those you call 
lovers of wisdom; whose number, it seems, was 
sot thought great enough already, but lately 



your 



* Tully.) In f. 1 of die Tuscalan questions. 
-4 Diogenes Laertius,} In his life of Aristotle, 
T Pdfitian.] In ch. 1 6f his miseelianics, - 
I Budata.} In U 1 of hit de asse. 
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your * Scaliger* +■ Bigot, + Chambrier, Francis 
\ Fleury, and I can't tell how many such other junior 
sneaking fly-blows must take upon them to in- 
crease it. 

A squiricy gripe the cods-headed changlings at the 
swallow, and eke at the cover* wees el ; we shall make 
'em — But the deace take 'em ; (they flatter the deril 
here, and smoot&ify his name, quoth Panurge, be- 
tween their teeth.) You don't come here, continued 
the captain, to uphold 'em in their folly, you hare 
no commission from 'em to this effect; well then, 
we'll talk no more on't. 

Aristotle, that first of men, and peerless pattern 
of all philosophy, was our sovereign lady's godfa- 
ther; and wisely and properly gave her the name of 
Entejechy. Her true name then is Entelechy, and 

may 

*'ScaligerA This seem* to suppose that Rabelais, who, tome will 
hate it, died in 1553, had seen some work of Scaliger, where that 
philosopher treat* of the Mtetaehy. Now, it H on the one side 
reckoned for certain, that Soaiiger, never spoke of the entesschy, but 
in bis exercitaiions against Cardan, Where, after he had defined the 
understanding, and explained the operations of the sottt according to 
their system, who adapt of Aristotle** ontrfochr , Hat fesaVnn, says be, 
rind tuui, etfse contemptui novit lMcimniS* 4»tfus Diagorit cuH~ 
naarm : tea non neglecta sunt a maxima philosopho fiigotio j qui 
rtriftVr* pent *oku hoc sxmmum jus koSe tvetur in reoondna pkthso- 
kkim. But if, ears w*U known, this book of Scaliger was sot p«b» 
lished before the year 1557, how could Rabelais have seen it, who died 
four years before ? Perhaps Scaliger having many years before im- 
ftvted to Bigot his rMvatesetr&meiru on the enWechy, he might hare 
oottmanicattd it to Rabelais on the same footing, as hereafter m ch. 
34 of this Vth book, we see the same Bigot had delivered his thoughts 
on the woman who in the Apocalypse is represented as having the 
•moo* unckr hctseet Another ana greater difleeotty, a* aty miaul, is 
that (his passage of the exevcitatfoas aims personally ai Rebetois by 
the words novis Lucianis, atque Diagofu auirtaris, on account of the 
raillery which Rabelais had used against Scaliger m this very place. 
Seedu Chat further opo» thtf sosfect ra ha swoAMt amd ootos on this 
chapter. 

f Wiltiam Bigot, of whom Scafijfcr speak* in the preceding ar- 
•*ete. 

X Chambrier.l Joachim Camerarios, inch. 10 of his obs. on the 
first book of the Toseutan questions. 

§ Flatty.] In his apology against (he calumniatorl of the Latin 
Tongue 
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may he be in tail beshit, and entail a shit a-bed fa^ 
culty, and nothing else on his family, who dares call 
her by any other name : for whoever he is, he does 
her wrong, and is a very impudent person. You are 
heartily welcome, gentlemen. With this they colled 
and dipt ns about the neck, which was no small 
comfort to us, I'll assure you. 

Panurge then whispered me: Fellow.trayeiler, 
quoth he, hast thou not been somewhat afraid this 
bout ? A little, said I. To tell you the truth of it, 
quoth he, never were the Ephraimites in a greater fear 
and quandary, when the Gileadites killed and drown- 
ed them for saying * sibboleth instead of shibboleth « 
and among friends, let me tell yon, that perhaps there 
is not a man in the whole country of Beauce, but 
might easily have stopt my bunghole with a cart-load 
of hay. 

The captain afterwards took as to the queen's 

Jalace, leading us silently with great formality, 
antagruel would hate said something to him ; but 
the other, not being aWe to come up to hfs height, 
wished for ft ladder, or a very long pair of stilts j 
then said, Patience, if it were our sovereign lady's 
wiM, weM be as tall as yon ; well, we shall, when she 
pleases. 

In the first galleries we saw great numbers trf sit* 
persons, differently placed according to their mala* 
dies. The leprous were apart ; those that were 
poisoned on one side ; those that had got the plague^ 
alias the f pox, in the first rank, accordingly. 

CHAP* 

* S MOeOu l $*fke 1*4**, <*, ft»,*cr. 6. Seoltot 

wwt Boding fen. 1. 5. «k . 1. 

f It is on their account principally that the chymicaj wetfieinei 'ar* 
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CHAP. XX. 

HOW *HE QUINTESSENCE CURED THE SIC* TflTH A 
SONG. 

The captain shewed us the queen, attended with' 
her ladies and gentlemen in the second gallery. She 
looked young, though she was at least * eighteen* 
hundred years old ; and was handsome, slender, and 
as fine as a queen, that is, as hands could make her; 
He then said to us, 'Tis not yet a fit time to sjpeak. 
to the queen ; be you but mindful of her doings in the 
mean while. 

You have kings in your world, that fantastically 
pretend to cure some certain diseases ; as for example 
scrophula or wens, swelled throats, nick-named the 
king's eyU, and quartan agues, only with a touch ^ 
bow our queen cures all manner of diseases without 
so much as touching the sick, but barely with a song^ 
according to the nature of the distemper; He then, 
shewed us a set of organs, and said, that when i^ 
was touched by her, those miraculous cures were 
performed. The organ was indeed the strangest that 
* ever eyes beheld : for the pipes were of cassia fistula" 
in the cod ; the top and cornice of guaiacum ; the, 
fellows of rhubarb ; the pedas of turbith, and the 
clavier or keys of scammony. 

' While we were, examining this wonderful new, 
make of an organ, the leprous were brought in by 
Jier abstractors, spodiaators, masticators, pregustics, 
tabachins, chachanins, neemanins, rabrebans, ner- 
cins, rozuius, nebidins, tearins, segamions, perarons, 
chasiojus, sarins, soteins, aboth, enilins, arcbasdar* 
- penins, 

* Eighteen hundred years. \ With respect to the time when Aris- 
totle flourished, wfco was the first coiner of the word entelechy. 
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penins, inebins, chabourins, and other officers, for 
whom I want names ; so she played 'em I don't 
know what sort of a tune or song, and they were all 
immediately cured* 

Then those who were poisoned were had in, and 
she had no sooner given them a song, but they began 
to find a use for their legs, and up they got. Then 
came on the deaf, the blind and the dumb, and they 
too were restored to their lost faculties and sense* 
with the same remedy ; which did so strangely amaze 
us (and not without reason, 1 think) that down we 
fell on oar faces, remaining prostrate, like men nu 
visaed in ecstasy, and were not able to utter one word 
through the excess of our. admiration, till she came, 
and having touched Pantagruel with a fine fragrant 
nosegay of red roses, which she held in her hand> 
thus made us recover our senses and get up. Then 
she made us the following speech in Byssin. words, 
such as Parisatis desired should be spoken to her son 
fCyrus", or at least of crimson alamode. 
. * The probity that scintillizes in the superficies 
of your persons, informs my ratiocinating faculty, in 
a most stupendous manner, of the radiant virtues, 
latent within the precious caskets and ventricles of 
your minds. For, contemplating the mellifluous 
suavity of your thrice discreet reverences, 'tis im« 
possible not to be persuaded with facility, that nei* 
ther your affections, nor your intellects are vitiated 
with any defect, or privation of liberal and exalted 
sciences ; far from it, all most judge that in you are 
lodged a cornucopia, and encyclopedia, an unmea* 
surable profundity of .knowledge in the most pere* 
grine and sublime disciplines, so frequently the ad- 
miration, and so rarely the concomitants of the im- 



* Theprobity, Sec] M. dnChet makes the original run thus : The 
ffobity that'sciotillizes in the circumference of your words, informs 
my ratiocinating faculty of the virtue, latent iu the centre of y«u* 
■wads. 
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petite Tnlgftr. This gently compels me, who in pre* 
ceding tisses iodefatfgably kept my private affection* 
absolutely subjugated, to condescend to make my 
application to you in the trivial phrase of the pla* 
heian world ; and assure yon, that yam are well, 
most wel^ most hearty well, more than most heartily 
welcome. 

I have no hand at making of speeches, quoth Fa* 
feorge to me privately : pr'ythee* man, make answer 
to her for ns, if thou canst xhfe would not work 
with me however, neither did Paotagrtfei return a 
word t «o that queen Whims, or queen Quintessence/ 
(which yon please) perceiving that we stood as mnte. 
m fishes, said t Your taciturnity speaks yon not 
only disciples of Pythagoras, fronvwhom the tone* 
rable antiquity of my progenitors, in successive pro* 
pagation was emaned and derives its original ; bat 
also discovers^ that through tile revolution of many* 
{retrograde moons, yon have in Egypt pressed the ex. 
trcmities of your fingers, with the hard tenants of 
y?>ur months, and sealptised your heads * wish fre* 
qucnt applications of your unguicates. In theschoQl 
of Pythagoras, taciturnity was the symbol of aV 
Itrscted and superlative knowledge ; and the sfteaeo 
of the Egypfians was agnited as an expressive man* 
ner of divine adoration * this caused the pontiff* of 
Hierapotts to sacrfctee to the great ^delty hi Sffenoe, 
impercnssivefy, without any vociferous or ehstre* 
perous sound. My design is not to enter into, 
a privation of gratitude towards yon 3 but by a 
'Tivadotis formality, though matter were to abstract 
Hself from me, excentricate to you my cogitations. 
Having spoken this, she only said to her officers, 

Tahachms^ 

a With frequent application* of your ttngukules.} It is in the 
WiginpJ, *ith one finger; arfgn wf cflfeminacy and iudotarte, with 
which Pompey was formerly lefnoeihecfc a* Seneca, iMatarob, an*^ 
titer* tare ritOTvetW 



Digitized by Google 



Chap. XX. Of RABELAlS. 



♦Tabachins, + A panacea; and strait the j detired «s 
not to take it amiss, if tke queen did not mrite us to 
dine with her : for she never eat an j thing at dinner 
bat some categories, jecabots, eranins, dimions, ab- 
stractions, harboring, cfeethnins, second intentions, 
earadotks, antitheses, metempsychoses, transcendent 
prolepsies, and snch other light food. 

Then they took ns into a little eio9et, lined through 
with alarums, where we were treated God knows 
how. *Tis said that Jupiter writes whatever k trans, 
acted in the world, on the diphthera or skin of the 
J Atnalihaeaagoatth«49ttekkd htm in Crete, which 
belt served him instead of a shield against the Titans, 
Whence he was mick -named tj iEgiochos. Now, as 
I hate to drink water, brother topers, I protest, 
it woaid be impossible to make eighteen goatakuis 
hold the description of all the good meat they brought 
before ns ; though it were written in characters as 
small as those in which were penned Homer's fliads, 
which (j Tully tells us he saw enclosed in a nut- 
shell. 

For my part, had 1 one hundred months, as many 
tongues, a voice of iron, a heart of ©ak 3 and lungs 
of leather, together with the mellifluous abundance 



* Tabackins."] I know not what tbis word means. The Italians 
indeed call a pander for boys, or a cock-bawd fn the enrpper-monger- 
ing May, tabbtuiino. So this queen here may in a. contemptuous 
way call her servants, like some persons of quality now-a»days,— Here* 
bomijres, &c. . 

f A panacea.'] Cnfgrate says* it is a cart to meat (<* San) like d 
finger. It is likewise an herb called in English all-heal, for it cares 
all distempers fcredat quicutoque vuUJ Pliny and Dioscorides speak 
of Uiis wouderful vegetable, which Erasmus in his encomium maris* 
says must grow, if any where, in the fortunate islands, which product 
every thing at a wish, 
t Amalllutan goat.~\ It should te the goat Amalthsea. 



(t Tully, &c] See PKny, lib. vii, cap. 21. According to the 
new editions of Rabelais, after that of Lyons, 1573, Tully had actually 
read this wonderful copy of the iliad. . If so, he had better eyes thai) 
I have. Rabelais only says avoit vev, not leu* *Ti* the printex that 
did the orator's eyes this honour. 
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of Plato ; jet I never could Jriye you a full account 
of a third part of a second of the w hole. 

Pantagruel was telling me, that- he beliered the 
queen had given the symbolic word used among her 
subjects, to denote sovereign good cheer, when she 
said to her. tabachins, A panacea ; just as Lucullua 
used to say. In Apollo, when he designed to gWe his 
friends a singular treat; though sometimes they. took 
ham at unawares, as, among the rest, Cicero and 
Ilortensius sometimes used to do. 



CHAP. XXL 

i 

HOW THE ftUEEN PASSED HER TIME AFTER DINNER. 

When we had dined, a chachanin led us into th& 
queen's hall, and there we saw how, after dinner* with 
the ladies and princes qf her court, she used to sift, 
searse, boult v range, and pass away time with a fine 
large white and blue silk sieve. We also perceived 
how they revived ancient sports, diverting themselyca 
together at, 

* , * 1. Cordax. 7. Thracia 

% Einmelia. 8. Calabrisme. 

3* Sicinnia. 9., Molossia. . * 

4* Jambics* 10. Cernophorum. 

5. -Persica. 11. Monogas. 

6. Phrvgia. 12'. Terminalia. 

# . 13. Floralia. 

* * 1. A sort of country-dance. % A still tragic-dance. 3. Dancing 
and singing used at funerals. 4. Cutting sarcasms and lampoons, 
5. The Persian dance. 6. Tunes, whose measure inspired men with a' 
kind of divine fury. 7. The Thracian movement. 8. Smutty verses. 
9. .A measure to which the molossi of Epirus danced a certain morricc. 
ft). A dance with bowls or pots in their hands. 11. A sonj» where one 
sings alone. 12. Sports at the holidays of the god of bounds. 13. 
Dancing naked at Flora's holidays. 14. The Trojan-dance in armour. 
Le da Chat differs a little in the order of these names. 
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13. Floralia. 15. * Nicatism. 

14. Pyrrhice. 

And a thousand other dances* 
t Afterwards sbagave orders that they should shew 
*is the apartments and curiosities in her palace : ac- 
cordingly we saw there such new, strange, and won- 
derful things, that I am still ravished in admiration 
every time I think on't. However, nothing sur- 
prised us more than what was done by the gentle- 
men of her houshold, abstractors, parazons, nebidins 
spodizators, and others, who freely, and without the 
least dissembling, told us, that the queen their mis- 
tress did all impossible things, and 1 cured men of in* 
curable diseases ; and they, her officers, used to do 
the rest. 

I saw ther*e a young parazon cure many of the 
new consumption, I mean the pox, though they were 
never so peppered : had it been the rankest + Roan 
ague", panglice, the Coven t-garden gout] 'twas all 



bra thrice with a piece, of a wooden shoe, he made 
them as wholesome as so many sucking pigs. 

Another did thoroughly cure folks of dropsies, 
tympanies, ascites, and hyposarcides, striking them 
on the belly nine times with a J Teftcdian satchel, 
without any solution of the continuum. 



* * Nicatism.] Athenanis, lib. xiv, cap. make* mention of all 
these dances of the ancients, even nicatism, which sir T. 17. and all 
the new editionsjiave omitted. 

f Roan ague.} It should be Rouen, not Roan j they are two dif- 
ferent towns in France, at a vast distance from each other. Why the 
pox is denominated from Rouen, is either because it first appeared 
there, or because such as have it in a violent degree are enrouez, made 
Hoarse by it. 

X T&iedian satchel,] * It should be Tenedian axe. It is the tenedla 
bipennis (a twy-bill or two-edged axe of Tenedos: see Cambridge 
diet.) It was, as M. du Chat observes, a symbol of extreme severity, 
tfhis axe or Bipennis gave rise to the French word besague, from 
acuta, because of its double edge. Many of the former editors of Ra» 
belais, not understanding what besagric meant, substituted the word 
beface, a satchel, instead of besagtft, which last word perfectly well 




Another 



shews 
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Another cured all manner of jeyers and agues, on 
the spot, only with hanging a * fox-tail on the left 
side of the patient's girdle. 

One removed the tooth*ach taly with washing 
the root of the aching tooth with elder *vu*egar, and 
letting it dry half an hour + in the sail. 

Another, the goat, whether hot or cold, natural 
or accidental, by barely malting the gouty person 
shut his mouth, and open his eyes* 

I saw another ease nine good gentlemen of J St. 
Francis's distemper, in a very short space of time, 
baring clapped a rope about their necks, at the end 
of which hanged a box with ten thousand gold crowns 



One, with a wonderful engine, throwed the houses 
out at the windows, , by which means they were 
purged of all pestilential air. 

Another cured all the three kinds of hectics, the 
tabids atrophes, and emaciated, without bathing, 
without tabian milk, dropax, alias depilatory, o# 
other such medicaments; only, turning the <onsump* 
tive for three months into monks : and be assured me 
that if they did not grow fat and plump in a monas- 
tic way of living, they never would be fattened in this 
world, either by nature, or by art. 

I saw another surrounded with a crowd of two 
sorts of women. Some were young, quaint, clever, 
neat, pretty, juicy, tight, brisk, buxom, proper, 
kind-hearted* and as right as my leg, to any man's 
thinking. The rest were old, weather-beaten, orer- 



A shews the fully of dame Quintessence's officers, attempting to care the 
dropsy, comparing their rashness to that of a map who should think, it 
possible to strike several stroke* vith a twy-biU 09 any one's belly with- 
out making a wound. 

* Fox-taiL] To drive away the flies which pestered the patient. 

f In the sun.] No shorter nor better way to cure the tooth»ac& 
than to poll out the tooth that causes it. 

f A consumption in the pocket, or want of money > for those of St» 
Francis's order must carry none about them. 
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ridden, toothless, blear-eyed, tough, wrinkled, shri- 
velled, tawny, mouldy, phthysicky, decrepid hags^ 
beldams, and walking carcasses. We were told that 
his office was to cast anew those she- pieces of anti- 
quity, and make them such as the pretty creatures 
whom he saw, who had been made young again that 
day, recovering at once the beauty, shape, size, and 
disposition, which they eojoyed at sixteen ; except 
their heels, that were now much shorter than in their 
former youth. 

This made them yet more apt to fall backwards, 
whenever any man happened to tonch 'em, than they 
had been before. As for their counterparts, the ojd 
mother-scratch-tobies, they most devoutly waited for 
the blessed hour, when the batch that was in the 
oven was to be drawn, that they might. have their 
turns, and in a mighty haste they were pulling and 
hauling the man like mad, telling him, that 'tis the 
most grievous and intolerable thing in nature for the 
tail to, be o'firc, and the head to scare away those who 
should quench it. 

The officer had his hands fall, -never wanting pa- 
tients ; neither did his place bring him in little, you 
may swear. Pantagruel asked him, whether he could 
also make old men young again ? He £aid he could 
not. But the way to make them new men, was to 
get them to cohabit with a new-cast female : for thus 
they caught that fifth kind of crinckams, which some 
call pellade, in Greek tylnerts, that makes them 
cast off their old hair and skin, just as the serpents 
do ; and thus their youth is renewed like the Arabian, 
phoenix's. This is the true fountain of youth, for 
there the old and decrepid become young, active, 
and lusty. . 

Just so, as Euripides tells us, Iolaus was transmo- 
grified;, aud thus Phaon, for whom kind-hearted 
Sappho run wild, grew young again for Venus's use : . 
so Tithon by Aurora's means ; so iEson by Medaea, 
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£ and Jason also, who> if you'll belieye Phereejd** and 
Staonides, was new- vamped and died by that witch * 
and so were the nurses of jolly Bacchus, and fbek 
husbands, as Escby lus relates. 



HOW QUEEN WHIM'S OFFICERS WERE XB4PLOTXD ; A TO 
MOW THE SAID LADY EtT AIMED US AN02W HER 
ArBBTRACTORS. 

I TirEN saw a great number of the queen's officers, 



just rubbing their belli* with the bottom of a 
pannier. - 

Others, with three couples of foxes in one yok«, 
plowed a sandy shore, and did not lose their seed. 

Others washed burnt tries, and made them lose their 
colour. 

Others extracted water out of pumice-stones; 

braying therii a good while in a mortar, and changed 

their substance. 

Others sheered asses, and thos g#t long fleece wool: 
Others gathered off of tbor&s grapes, and figs off 

of thistles.^ 

Others stroked he-goats, by the dugs, and sared 
their milk in a sieTe ; and much* they goHjy it. 

Others washed asses beads, without losings their 
soap. 

Others taught cows to dance, and did not lose 
tfieir fiddling. 

Others pitched nets to eajtch the wind, and took 
cock lobsters in them. 

I saw a young spodizator, who tery artificially 
got farts out* of a dead ass, and so|d them for fite 
pence an ell. 
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Another did putrify beetles. O the dainty food ! % 

PoorFanurge fairly cast up his accouvts r and gave, 
up hi* half-penny [i» e. tow it ted] seeing- aaarcfcasdar. 
penin, who laid a huge plenty of chamberlie to putrify 
in horse-dung, n*ish-mash'd wkkahoudanee ef ehvis* 
tian sir-reverence. Pugh, fie upon bun, nasty dog | 
However, ho told us, thai with this sacred distillation 
he watered kings and princes, and made their sweet 
lives a fathom or two the longer. 

* 6 Others built churches to j mi p over the steeples. 

Others set carts before the horses,' and begin to 
flay eels at the tail ; neither did the eels cry before 
they were hurt, like those of Melon. 

Others out of nothing made great things, and made 
great things return to nothing* 
. Others cut fire into steals, with a knife, and d*ew 
water wkb a&h-net. 

+ < Others make chalk of cheese, and honey of a 
<4ogst— 4*' 

We saw * knot of others, about a baker's doseit 
in number, tippling under an arbour. They toped 
out of jolly bottomless cups, four sortfrofcool, spark* 
Sing, pure, delicious vino-tree s^rep, which went 
4 own like mother's milk ; and healths and bumper* 
now about like lightning. We were told, that these 
true philosopher* were fairly multiplying the stars by 
drinking till the seven wore fourteen, as brawny 
Hercules did with Atlas. 

Others mode a virtue of necessity, and the best of 
a bad market, which seemed to me n very good piece 
•Of work* 

Others made ftkhymy with their teeth, and cftftft* 
La ping 

% Otters tatft etivrcktt, Ac] This, e*d the otter sttkfe wife 
turned commas, are not in Rabelais, who says here, Others broke 
fandouUles J chitterlings against their knees*. 

f Oihett mad* chMk, Sec] Tb«r original says, tamWraiof blad- 
ders, and Uaia»sboteb of clouds. 
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" A ping their hind retort to the recipient, made scurry 
laces, and then squeezed. 

Others, in a. large grass-plat, exactly measured how- 
far the fleas could go at at hop, a step, and a jump ; 
and told us, that this was exceeding useful for the 
ruling of kingdoms, the conduct of armies, and the 
administration of commonwealths; and that Socra- 
tes, who first got philosophy out of hearen, and from 
idle and trifling, made it profitable and of moment, 
used to spend half his philosophizing time in measur- 
ing the leaps of fleas, as Aristophanes, ' the quintes- 
sential, affirms. 

I saw two gibroins by themselves, keeping watch 
on the top of a tower ; and we were told, they guard, 
cd the moon from the woives. 

In a blind corner, I met four more very hot at it, 
and ready to go to loggerheads. 1 asked what was 
the cause of the stir and ado, the mighty coil and po- 
ther they made ? And I heard that for four or five 
lire-long days, those over- wise roisters had been at 
it ding-dong, disputing on three high, more than me* 
ta physical propositions, promising themselves moun- 
tains of gold by solving them : the first was concern- 
ing a he-ass's shadow t the second, of the smoke of a 
lantern : and the third of goats 9 hair, whether it 
were wool or no ? We heard that they did not think 
it a bit strange, that two contradictions in mode, 
form, figure, and time, should be true. Though I'll 
warrant the sophists of Paris had rather be un- 
christened than own 60 much. 

While we were admiring all those men's wonderful 
doings, the evening star already twinkling]; the queen 
(God bless her) appeared attended with her court, 
and again amazed and dazzled us. She perceived it, 
and said to us : 

What occasions the aberrations of human cogita- 
tions through the perplexing labyrinths and abysses 
of admiration, is not the source of the effects, which 
3 sagacious 
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sagacious mortals visibly experience to be the conse- 
quential result of natural causes : 'tis the novelty of 
the experiment, which makes impressions on their 
conceptive, cogitative faculties ; that do not previse 
the facility of the operation adequately, with asubact 
and sedate intellection, associated with diligent and 
congruous study. Consequently let all manner of 
perturbation abdicate the ventricles of your brains, 
if any one has invaded them while they were contem- 
plating what is transacted by my domestic ministers. 
Be spectators and auditors of every particular phe- 
nomenon, and every individual proposition, within 
the extent of my mansion; satiate yourselves with all 
that can fall here under the consideration of your 
visual or ascultating powers, and thus emancipate 
yourselves from -the servitude of crassous ignorance. 
And that you may be induced to apprehend how shv 
cerely I desire this, in consideration of the studious 
cupidity, that so demonstratively emicates at your 
external organs, from this present particle of time* 
I retain you as my abstractors : . Geber, my princi* 
pal talachinj shall register and initiate yon at your 
departing. 

We humbly thanked her queenship, without say- 
ing a word, accepting of the noble office she conferred 
on us. 



HOW THE QUEEN WAS SXRVED AT DINNER, AND OF 
HER. WAY OF EATING. 

• 

Queen Whims, after this, said to her gentlemen i 
The orifice of the ventricle, that ordinary embas* 
sador for the alimentation of all members, whether 
superior or inferior, importunes us to restore, by the 
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apposition of fdoneons sustenance, what was dis- 
sipated by the internal eatidRy's action on the radical 
humidity. Therefore spodizators, gesimns, memains, 
and pamons, be not culpable of dilatory protractions 
In the apposition of every re-rehorating species, but 
rather let 'em pullulate and super-abooml on the ta- 
bles. As for you, nobiHsshn praegustators, and my 
gentilissim masticators, your frequently experimented 
industry, intersected with perdiligent sedniky, and 
sedulous perdiligence, continually adjuvates you to 
perficiate all things in so expeditious a manner, that 
there is a necessity of exciting in you a cupidity to 
consummate them. Therefore I can only suggest to. 
yon still to operate, as you are assuefacted indefati* 
gabiy to operate. 

Having made this fine speech, she retired for a 
while with part of her women, and we were told, 
that 'twas to bathe, as the ancients did more com- 
monly than we use rtew-a-dayi to wash our hands 
before we eat The tables were soon placed, the 
eloth spread, and then the queen sat down* She eat 
nothing but celestial ambrosia, and drank nothing but 
divine nectar. As for the lords and ladies that were 
there, they, as well as we, fared on as rare, costly, 
and dainty dishes, as ever Apicius wot or dreamed of 
in his life. 

When we were as round as hoops, and as full as 
eggs, with stuffing the gut, an * olla podrida was 
set before us, to farce hangar to come to terms with 
us, in case it had not granted us a truce ; and such a 
huge vast thing it was, that the plate which Pythies 
Althiusgave king Darius, would hardly hare covered 
it. The olla consisted of several sorts of pottages, 
aallads, fricasees, saugrenees, cabirotadoel, roast and 
boiled meat, carbonadoes, swinging pieces of pow« 
dered beef, good old bams, dainty deifical sc-matcs, 

cakes, 
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cakes, tarts, a world of curds after the morisk way, 
fresh cheese, jellies, and fruit of all sorts. All this 
seemed to me good and dainty'': however the sight of 
it made me sigh ; for, alas, I could not taste a bit 
on't ; so full I had filled thy puddings before, and a 
bellyful's a bellyful, yon know. Yet I must tel! you 
what I saw, that seemed to me odd enough o'con. 
science : 'twas some pasties in paste ; and what 
should those pasties m paste be, d'ye think, but pa- 
sties in pets ? At the bottom I perceived stare of 
dice, * cards, f tarots, lnettes, chess-men and che* 
qners, besides full bowls of gold crowns, for those 
who have a mind to have a game or two, and trf 
their chance. Under Htis I saw a jolly company of 
mules in stately trappings, with velvet foot-cfoths, 
and a troop of ambling nags, some for men and some 
for women ; besides I don't know how many litter* 
all lined with velvet, and some coaches of Fer* 
rara make : all this for those who ka&ca mind to takt 
the air. 

This did not seem strange" to me : but if any thing 
did, 'twas certainly the queen's way of eating ; and 
truly 'twas very new, and very odd : for she chewed 
nothing, the good lady ; not but that she had good 
sound teeth, and her meat required to be masticated ; 
but such was her highnesses custom. When her 
praegustators had tasted the meat, her masticators 
took it and chewed it most nobly : for their dainty 
chops and gullets Were lined through with crimson 
$afm, with little welts, and gold purls, and their teeth 
were of delicate white Ivory. Thus, when they had 
chewed the meat ready for her highnesses maw, they 
poured it down her throat through a funnel of fin* 
gold, and so on to her craw. For that reason, they 
fold us, she never visited a dose-stool 'but by^oroxj% 

* Groat a*4* to which many different thing* art fignrtd. 

f Piece* pf iyvy to play withal. 
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MOW THERE WAS A BALL IN THE MANNER OF A 
TO V B N AM ENT, AT WHICH QUEEN WHIMS WAS. 
PRESEN*. 

After supper there was a ball in the form of a 
tilt or tournament, not only; worth seeing, but also 
never to be forgotten. First, the floor or the halt 
was covered with a large piece of v eke ted white and 
yellow chequered tapestry, each chequer exactly 
square, and three full spans in breadth. 

Then thirty two young persons came into the hall : 
sixteen of them arrayed in cloth of gold ; and of 
these, eight were young nymphs, such as ,the ancients . 
described Diana'sr attendants : the other eight were a 
king, a queen, two wardens of the castle, two 
knights, and two archers. Those of the other band 
were clad in cloth of silver. 

They posted themselves on the tapestry in the foL 
lowing manner : the kings on the last line of the 
fourth square ; so that the golden king was on a 
white square,- and the silvered king on a yellow 
square, and each queen by her king ; the golden 
queen on a, yellow square, and the silvered queen on 
a white one : and on each side stood the archers to 
, guard their kings and queens; by the archers the 
knights, and the wardens by them. In the next row . 
before 'em stood the eight nymphs; and between 
the two hands of nymphs four rows of squares stood 
empty. 



dressed in its livery ; the one with orange-coloured 
damask, the other with white ; and all played on 
y different instruments most melodiously and harmo- 
niously, still varying in time and measure as the- 
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figure the dance required. This seemed to me aa 
admirable thing, considering the numerous diver- 
sity of steps, back-steps, bounds, rebounds, jerts, 
paces, leap3 9 skips, turns, coupes, hops, leadings, 
risings, meetings, flights, ambuscadoes, moves, and 
re-moves. 

I was also- at a loss, when I strove to comprehend 
how the dancers could so suddenly know what every 
different note mean : for they no sooner heard this 
or that sound, but they placed themselves in the 
place which was denoted by the music, though their, 
motions were all different. For the nymphs that 
stood in the .first file, as if they designed to begin the 
fight, marched straight forwards to their enemies from 
square to square, unless it were the first step, at 
which they were free to move over two steps at once* 
They alone never fall back [which is not very> natu- 
ral to other nymphs], and if any of them is so lucky 
as to advance to- the opposite king's, row, she is im- 
mediately crowned queen of her king, and after that, 
moves with the same state, and in the same manner 
as the queen ; but till that happens, they never 
strike their enemies, but forwards, and obliquely in a 
diagonal line. However, they make it not their 
chief business to take their foes ; for if they did, they 
would leave their queen exposed to the adverse 
parties, who then might take her. 

The kings move and take their enemies on all sides 
square-ways, and only step from a white square into 
a yellow one, and vice versa, except, at their first 
step the rank should want other officers than the 
wardens ; for then they can set '6m in their place, and 
retire by him. 

The queens take a greater liberty than any of the 
rest; for they move backwards and forwards all 
manner of ways, in a straight line, as far as they please, 
provided the place be not filled with one of their 
L 5 own 
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awn party, and diagonally also keeping to tbe colour 
an which they stand. 

The archers move backwards or forwards, far 
and near, never changing the colour on which they 
stand. 

The knights move, and take in a lineal manner, 
stepping over one square, though a friend or a foe 
stand upon R, posting themselves on the second 
square to the right or left, from one colour to ano- 
ther ; which is very welcome to the adverse party ; 
and ought to be carefully observed, for they take at 
«na wares. 

The wardens move, and take to the right or left, 
before or behind them, like the kings, and can ad* 
vanoe as far as they find places empty ; which li- 
berty the kings take not* 

The law which both sides observe, is, at the end of 
the fight, to besiege and enclose the king of either 
party, so that he may not be able to move ; and be- 
ing reduced to that extremity, the battle is over, and 
ho loses the day. 

Now, to avoid this, there is none of either sex of 
each party, but is willing to sacrifice his or her life, 
and they begin to take one another on all sides in 
time, as soon as the maste strikes up. When any one 
takes a prisoner, he makes hh honours, and striking 
him gently in the hand, puts hfcn out of the field and 
combat, and encamps whore he stood. 

If one of the kings chance to stand where ho 
might be taken, it is not lawful for any of his ad- 
versaries that had discovered him, to my hold on 
Mm I far from it, they are strictly enjoined humbly 
to pay him their respects, and give him notice, say- 
' Ing, God .preserve you, sir ! that his officers may re- 
lieve and cover him, or he may remove, if unhappily 
lie could not be relieved. However, he h not to be 
taken, bat greeted with a good-morrow, the others 
bending the knee ; and thus the tournament uses to 
end. 
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The two companies having taken their station*, 
the music struck up, and wkh a martial sound, 
which had something of horrid in It, like a point of 
war, roused and alarmed both parties, who now 
began to shiver, and then soon were warmed with 
warlike rage; and having got in readiness to %ht 
desperately, impatient of delay, stood waking for 
the charge. 

Then the music of the silvered band ceased play- 
ing^ and the instruments of the golden side alone 
were heard, which denoted that the golden party at* 
tacked. Accordingly a new movement was played 
for the onset, and we saw the nymph, who stood 
before the queen, tarn to the left towards her king* 
as it were to ask leave to fight ; and thus saluting 
her company at the same time, she moved two squares 
forwards, and sainted the adverse party. 

Now tiie music of the golden brigade ceased play* 

1 ing, and their antagonists began again. 1 ought to 
have told yon; that- the nymph, who began by so* 
lilting her company, had by that formality also gives 
them to understand that they were to fail on* - Sho 
was sainted by them in the same manner with a f uli 
turn to the left, except -the queen, who went asido 
towards her king to the right; and the same manner 

• of salutation was observed on both sides during the 
whole ball. ' 

The silvered nymph that stood before her queen 
likewise moved, as soon as the music of her party 
sounded a charge : her salutations, and those of her 
side, wore to the right, and her queen's to th* left. 
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She moved in the second square forwards, and sa- 
luted her antagonists, facing the first golden nymph : 
so that there was not any distance between them, 
and you would hare thought they two had been 
going to fight ; but they only strike sideways. 

Their comrades, whether silvered or golden, fol- 
lowed 'em in an intercalary figure, and seemed to 
skirmish a while* till the golden nymph, who had 
first entered the lists, striking a silvered nymph in 
the hand on the right, put her out of the field, and 
set herself in her place. But soon the music playing 
a new measure, she was struck by a silvered archer, 
-who after that was obliged himself to retire. A sil* 
vered knight then sallied out, and the golden queen 
posted herself before her king. 

Then the silvered king, dreading the golden queen's 
fury, removed to the right, to the place where his 
warden stood, which seemed to him strong and well 
guarded. 

The two knights on Che left, whether golden .or 
silvered, marched up, and on cither side took up 
many nymphs, who could not retreat ; principally 
the golden knight, who made this his whole busi- 
ness: but the silvered knight had greater designs, 
dissembling all along, and even sometimes not taking 
a nymph when he could have done it, still moving 
on till he was come up to the main body of the ene- 
mies, in such a manner, that he saluted their king 
With a God save you, sir! - 

The whole golden brigade quaked for fear and 
anger, those words giving notice of their king's 
danger: not but that they could soon relieve him, 
but because their king being thus sainted, they were 
to lose their warden on the right wing, without any 
hopes of a recovery. Then the golden king retired 
to the left, and the silvered knight took the golden 
warden, which was a mighty loss to thai; party. 
However, they resolved to be revenged, and sur* 
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rounded' the knight that he might not escape. He 
tried to get off, behaving himself with a great deal of 
gallantry, and his friends did what they could to 
save him ; but at last he fell into the golden qucetfff 
hands, and was carried off. 

Her forces, not yet satisfied, having lost one of her 
best men, with more fury than conduct moved 
about, and did much mischief among their enemies; 
The silvered party warily dissembled, watching their 
opportunity to be even with them, and presented 
one of their nymphs to the goklen queen, having 
laid an ambus cad o ; so that the nymph being 
taken, a golden archer had like to* -have seized the 
silvered queen. Then the golden knight undertakes 
to- take the silvered king and queen, and says, 
Good-morrow. Then the silvered archer salutes 
them, and was taken by a golden nymph, and she ' 
herself by a silvered one. 

The fight was obstinate and sharp. The wardens 
left their posts, and advanced to relieve their friends. 
' The battle was doubtful, and victory hovered over 
both armies. Now the silvered host charge and 
break through their enemy's, ranks, as far as the 
golden king's tent, and now they are beaten back ± 
the golden queen distinguishes herself from the rest 
by her mighty achievements, still- more than by her 
garb and dignity ; for at once she takes an archer, 
and going sideways, seizes a silvered warden. Which 
thing the silvered queen perceiving, she came for. 
wards, and rushing on with equal bravery, takes 
the last golden warden, and some nymphs. The 
two queens fought a long while hand to hand ; now 
striving to take each ether by surprise, then to save 
themselves^ and sometimes to guard their kings. 
Finally, the golden queen took the silvered queen ; 
bat presently after she herself was taken by the sil. 
vered archer. 
Then tile silvered king had only three nymphs, an 
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archer, and a warden left; and the golden only 
three nymphs and the right knight: which made 
them fight more slowly and warily than before. The 
two kings seemed to mourn for the loss of their lov» 
ing queens, and only studied ami endeavoured to 
get new ones out of all their nymphs, to be raked to 
that dignity, and thus be married to them. Thif 
made them excite those brave nymphs to strive to 
reach the farthest rank, where stood the king of the 
contrary party, promising them certainly to have 
them crowned if they could do this. The golden 
nymphs were beforehand with the others, and oat of 
their number was created a queen, who . was dressed 
In royal robes, and had a crown set on her. head. 
You need not doubt the silvered nymphs made also 
what haste they could to be queens : one of them 
was within a step of tbe coronation place ;« but there 
the golden knight lay ready to intercept her, so that 
she could go no further* 

The new golden queen, resolved to shew herself 
, valiant, and worthy of her advancement to the crown, 
achieved great feats of arms. But, in the mean time, 
the silvered knight takes the golden warden ■ who 
guarded the camp : and thus there was a new silvered 
queen, who, like the other, strove to excel in heroic 
deeds at the beginning of her reign. Thus the fight 
grew hotter than before* A thousand stratagems, 
charges, rally tags, retreats and attacks were tried 
on both sides; till at last the silvered queen, having 
by stealth advanced as far as the golden king's tent, 
cried, God save you, sir!. Now none bat his now 
queen could relieve him : so she bravely came and 
exposed herself to the utmost extremity to deliver 
him out of it. Then the silvered warden, with bis 
queen, reduced the golden king to suck a stcess, that 
to save himself, he was forced to lose his queen ; tat 
tiie golden king took him at last. However tbe rest 
of the golden jparty were soon taken 5 and that king 

being 
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being left alone, the silvered party made him a low 
bow, crying, Good-morrow, sir! which denoted 
that the sphered king had got the day. 

This being heard, the music of both parties loudly 
proclaimed the victory. And thus the first bat- 
tle ended, to the unspeakable joy of all the spec- 
tators. 

After this the two brigades took their former sta- 
tions, and began to tilt a second time, much as they 
had done before ; only the music piayod somewhat 
faster than at the first battle, and the motions were 
altogether different. I saw the golden queen sally 
out one of the first, with an archer and a knight, as 
ft were angry at the former defeat, and she had like 
to have fallen upon the silvered king in his tent 
among his officers : but having been baulked in her 
attempt, she skirmished briskly, and overthrew so 
many silvered nymphs and officers, that it was a 
most amazing sight. Tou would hare sworn she 
had been another Penthesilea ; for she behaved her- 
self with as much bravery as that Amocanian queen 
did at Troy. 

But this havoc did not last long ; for the silvered 
party, exasperated by their loss, resolved te perish, 
or stop her progress : and having posted an archer 
fai ambttseado on a distant angle, together with a 
knight errant, her highness fell into their hands, 
and was carried out of the field. The rest were soon 
routed after the taking of their queen ; who, with- 
out doubt, from that time resolved te be more wary, 
and keep near her king, without venturing so for 
amidst her enemies, unless with more force to defend 
her. Thns the silvered brigade once more got the 
victory. 

This did not dishearten or deject the golden par. 
ty: far from it, they soon appeared again in the 
field to face their enemies ; and being posted as be* 
fore; both the armies seemed more resolute and cheer. 
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ful than ^evcr. Now the martial concert began, and 
the music was above a hemiole the quicker, accord- 
ing tp the warlike phrygian mode,- such as was in* 
vented by Marsyas. 

Then our combatants began to wheel about, and 
charge with such a swiftness, that in an instant they 
made four moves, besides the usual salutations. So 
that they were continually in action, flying, hover- 
ing, jumping, vaulting, curvetting, with petauristical 
turns and motions, and often intermingled. 

Seeing them turn about on one foot after they had 
made their honours, we compared them to your tops 
or gigs, such * as boys use to whip about ; making 
* them turn round so swiftly, that they sleep, as they 
call it, and motion cannot be perceived, but resem- 
bles rest, its contrary : so that if you make a point 
or mark on some part of one of those gigs, 'twill be 
perceived not as a point, but as a continual line, in 
a most divine manner, as Qusanus has wisely ob- 
served. 

While they were thus warmly engaged,, we heard 
continually the claps and episemapsies, which those 
of the two bands reiterated at the taking of their 
enemies ; and this, joined to the variety of their mo* 
tions and music, would nave forced smiles out of the 
most severe Cato, the never- laughing Crassus, the 
Athenian man-hater Timon ; nay, even " whining. 
Heraclitus, though he abhorred laughing, the action 
; that's most peculiar to man. For who could have 
forbom? seeing those young warriors, with their 
nymphs and queens, so briskly and gracefully ad. 
vance r retire, jump, leap, skip, spring, fly, vault,, 
caper., move to the right, to the left, every way still 
in time, so swiftly, and yet so dexterously, that they 
never touched one another but methodically* 

As the number of the combatants lessened, the 
pleasure of the spectators increased ; for the straga- 
1 gems and motions of the remaining forces were more 
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singular. I shall only add, that this pleasing enter- 
tainment charmed us to such a degree, that our 
minds were ravished with admiration and delight ; 
and the martial harmony moved our 7 souls so powerw 
fully, that we easily believed what is said of Isme- 
nias's having excited Alexander to rise from table, 
and run to iiis arms, with such a warlike melody. 
At last the golden king remained master of the field r 
aud while we were minding those dancers, queen 
Whims vanished, so that we saw her no more from 
that day to this. 

Then Geber's michelots conducted us, and we 
were set down among her abstractors, as her queen - 
ship had commanded. After that, we returned to 
the port of Mateotechny, and thence straight aboard 
our ships : for the wind was fair, and had we not 
hoisted out o'hand, wc could hardly hare got off in 
three quarters of a moon in the wain. 



CHAP. XXVI. 

HOW WE CAME TO THE ISLAND OF ODES, WHEJIE THE 
WATS GO UP AND DOWN. 

We sailed before the wind, between a pair of 
courses, and in two days made the island of Odes, 
at which place we saw a very strange thing. The 
ways there are animals : so true is Aristotle's say* 
ing, that all self-moving things arc animals. Now 
the ways walk there. Ergo, they are then animals. 
Some of them are strange unknown ways, like those 
of the planets ; others are highways, cross ways, and 
by-ways. I perceived that the travellers and inha- 
bitants of that country asked, Whither does this way 
go ? Whither does that way go ? Some answered bew 
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tween Midy and Fevrolles, to the parish church, to 
the city, to the river, and so forth. Being thus in 
their right way, they used to reach their journey's 
end without any farther trouble, just like those who- 
go by water from L) ons to Avignon or Aries, 

Now, as you know that nothing is perfect here be-* 
low, we heard there was a sort of people whom they 
called highwaymen, way-beaters, and makers of 
inroads in roads ; and that the poor ways were sadly 
afraid of them, and shunned them as you do robbers. 
For these used to way-lay them, as people lay trains 
for wolves, and set gins for woodcocks. I saw one 
who was taken up with a lord chief justice's warrant, 
for having unjustly, and in spite of Pallas, taken the 
school- way, which is the longest. Another boasted, 
that he had fiurly taken the shortest, and that doing, 
so, he first compassed his design. Thus Carpalim, 
meeting once Epistemon looking upon % wall with 
his fiddle-diddle, or live urinal, in his hand, to make 
a little maid's water, cried, that he did not wonder 
now how the other came to be still the first at Pan- 
tagruel'8 levee, sines he held his shortest, and least 
used. 

I found Bourges highway among these. It went 
with the deliberation of an abbot, but was made to- 
scamper at the approach of some waggoners, who 
threatened to have it trampled under their horses- 
feet, and make their waggons run over it, as Tullia*a 
chariot did over her father's body. 

I also espied there the old way between Peronne 
and St. Quentin, which seemed to me a very good, 
honest, plain way, as smooth as a carpet, and a* 
good as ever was trod upon by shoe of leather. 

Among the rocks I knew again the good old way 
to la Ferrare, mounted on a huge bear. This at a- 
distance would have put me in mind of St. Jerome's 
picture, had but the bear been a lion ; for the poor 
way was all mortified, and. wore a long hoary beard 
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uncombed and entangled, which looked like the 
picture of winter, or at least like a white- frosted 
bush. 

On that way were store of beads or rosaries, 
coarsely made of wild pine tree; and it seemed 
kneeling, not standing, nor lying flat i but its sides 
and middle were beaten with huge stones ; insomuch 
that it proved to us at once an object of fear and 
pity. 

While we were examining it, a runner, bachelor 
of ih£ place, took us aside, and shewing us a white 
smooth way, somewhat filled with straw, said, 
Henceforth, gentlemen, do not reject the opinion of 
Thales the Milesian, who said that water is the bo* 
ginning of all things; nor that of Homer, who tells* 
ns, that all things' derive their original from the 
ocean : for, this same way which you see here, had 
its beginning from water, and is to return whence 
•he came before two months eome to an end; 
now •carts are driven bare where boats used to be 
rowed. 

Truly, said Pantagruel, you tell us no news ; we 
tee fire hundred such changes, and more, every year 
in our world. Then reflecting on the different man* 
ner of going of those moving ways, he told as, he 
believed that Philolaus and Aristarohus had philo- 
sophised in this island, and that Saleucus indeed 
was of opinion, the earth turns round about its 
poles, and not the heavens, whatever we may think 
to the contrary : As when we are on the river Loire, 
we think the trees and the shore moves, though this 
is only an effect of our boat's motion. 

As we went back to our ships, we saw three way* 
layers, who having been taken in ambuscado, wero 
going to be broken on the wheel ; and a huge for- 
nicator was burned with a lingering fire, for beating 
away, and breaking one of its sides : we were told 
il was the way of the banks of the Nile in Egypt. 
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1IOW "WE CAME TO THE ISLAND OF SANDALS ; AND OF 
THE ORDER OF SEMIQUAVER FRIARS. 

Thence we went to the island of Sandals, whose 
inhabitants live on nothing but ling-Broth. However, 
we were very kindly, received and entertained by 
Bcnius the third, king of the island ; who, after he 
had made us drink, took us with him to shew us a 
spick-and-span new monastery, which he had con- 
trived for the semiquaver friars r so he called the re- 
ligious men whom he had there, for he said, that 
on t'other side the water lived friars, who styled 
themselves her sweet ladyship's most humble servants* 
Item, the goodly friar-minors, who 'are semtbrevei 
of bulls; the. smoaked .herring tribe of minim friars; 
then the crotchet friars. So that these diminutives 
could be no more than semiquavers. By the statutes, 
bulls, and patents of queen Whims,, they were alt 
dressed like so many house-burners ; except that, as 
in Anjou your tilers used to quilt their knees when: 
they tile houses, so these holy friars had usually quilt, 
ed bellies, and thick quilted paunches were among 
them in much repute. Their cod-pieces were cut slip- 
per fashion, and every monk of them wore two ; one 
sewed before, and another behind ; reporting that 
some certain dreadful mysteries were' duly repre- 
sented by this duplicity of cod- pieces. 

They wore shoes as round as basons, in imitation 
of those who inhabit the sandy sea. Their chins 
wer,e elose shaved, and their feet iron-shod ; and to 
shew they did not value fortune, Benius made themr 
shave and poll the hind part of their poles, as bare 
as a bird's arse, from the crown to the shoulder- 
blades : but they had leave to let their hair grow 
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before, from the two triangular bones in the upper- 
part of the skull. 

' Thus they did not value fortune a button, and 
cared na more for the goods of this world, than you 
or I do for hanging. And to shew how much they 
defied that blind jilt, all of them wore, not in their 
hands like her, but at their waist, instead of beads, 
sharp razors, which they used to new grind twice a 
day, and set thrice' a night. 

Each of them had a round ball on their feet,' be* 
•cause fortune is said to hare one under hers. 

The flap of their cowls hanged forward, and not 
backwards, like those of others : thus none could 
see their noses, and they laughed without fear both 
at fortune and the fortunate ; neither more nor less 
than our ladies laugh at bare-faced trulls, when they 
-have those mufflers on, which they call masks, and 
which were formerly much more properly called 
charity, because they cover a multitude of sins. 

The hind part of their faces were always uncover* 
ed, as are our faces, which made them either go with 
the belly, or the arse foremost, which they pleased* 
When their hind face went forwards, you would 
hare sworn this had been their natural gait ; as well 
on account of their round shoes, as of the double 
cod-piece, and their face behind, which was as bare 
as the back of my hand, and coarsely daubed 
over with two eyes, and a mouth, such as you see on 
some Indian nuts. Now, if they offered to waddle 
along with their bellies forwards, you would have 
thought they were then playing at blind man's buff* 
May 1 never be hanged if it was not a comical 
sight. 

Their way of living was" thus. About owl-light 
they charitably began to boot and spur one another 5 
this being done,, the least thing they did was to sleep 
and snoar ; and thus sleeping, they had barnicles on 
^he handles of their faces y or spectacles at most. 
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You may swear , we .did. not a little wonder at 
this odd fancy: but they satisfied us presently, tel- 
ling us, that the day of judgment is to take mankind 
Dapping ; therefore to shew they did not refuse to 
make their personal appearance, as fortune's dais, 
lings used to do, they were always thus hooted and 
spurred, ready to mount whenever the trumpet 
-should sound. 

At noon, as soon as the clock struck, they need 
to awake. You must know that their clock- bell, 
-church-bells, and refactuary-bells y were all made 
according to the pential device? that is, quitted with 
the finest down, and their clappers of fo*-tatl«. 

Having then made shift to get up at noon, they 
pulled off their boots, and those that wanted to 
speak with a maid, alias piss, p&sed ; those that 
* 'wanted to scomber, scumbered; and those that 
wanted to sneeze, sneesed. But aH, whether they 
would or no (poor gentlemen!) were obliged largely 
-and plentifully to yawn, and this was their first 
breakfast. (O rigorous statute !) Methought 'twae 
wy comical to observe their transactions; for, 
hating laid their boots and spurs on a rack, they 
went into die cloisters : there they curiously washed 
their hands and mouths, then sat them down on a 
long bench, awd picked their teeth till the provost 
gave the signal, whistling through hia fingers^ 
then every he stretched out his jaws as much as be 
•could, and they gaped and yawned for about half 
an hour, sometime* mom, sometimes less, according 
as the prior judged the breakfast to be suitable to 
Hie day. 

After that, they went in procession ; two banner* 
being carried before them> tn one of which was the 
" grfctore of virtue, and that of fortune in the other. 
The last went before, carried' by a semiquavering*. 
friar, at whose hods was another with the shadow 
or image of virtue m one head, nod an holy-wfctem 
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sprinkle in the other; 1 mean of that holy mercurial- 
wafer, which Ovid ctacribes in his de iastis. And 
as the preceding semiquaver rang a hand- bell, this 
shaken* the sprinkle with his (ist. With that, says 
Fariragruef, Tills order contradicts the rule which 
Tully and the academics prescribed, that virtue 
ought to go before, and fortune follow. But they 
told us, they did as they ought, seeing their de* 
*ign was to breech, lash, and bethwack fortune. 

During the processions, they trilled and quavered 
most melodiously betwixt their teeth 1 don't know* 
what antiphonies, or chantings by turns : for my 
part, 'twas all Hebrew-Greek to me, the deul * 
word I could pick out on't ; at last, pricking up my 
ears, and intensely listening, I perceived they only 
wrag with the tip of theirs. Oh, what a rare har* 
nrony it was ! How well 'twas tuned to the sound of 
tireir bells 1 You'll never find those to jar, that yon 
won't. Pantagruel made a notable observation upon 
the processions : For, says he, have you seen and 
observed the policy of these semiquavers ? To jnake 
an end of their procession, they went out at one of 
their church-doors, and came in at the other; they 
took a .deal of care not to come in at the place 
whereat they went out. On my honour, these are 
4 subtle sort of people, quoth Panurge ; they have 
<as much wit as three folks, two fools and a madi 
man ; they are as wise as the calf that ran nine 
miles to suck a bull, and when he came there 'twas 
a steer. This subtrity and wisdom of theirs, cried 
friar John, is borrowed from the occult philosophy : 
may I be gutted like an oyster, if I can tell what td 
make on't. Then the more 'tis to be feared, said 
Pantagruel: for su b til ty suspected, subtil ty foreseen, 
snbtilty found out, loses the essence and very name 
of subtilty, and only gains that of blockishness. 
l*hey are not such fools as yon take them to be; 
they have more tricks than are good, I doubt. 
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After the procession, they went sluggingly into 
the fratry room by the way of walk and healthful 
exercise, and there kneeled under the tables, lean- 
ing their breasts on lanterns. While they were iu 
that posture, in came a huge sandal, with a pitch, 
fork in his hand, who used to baste, rib-roast, 
swaddle, and swinge them well favourodly, as they 
said, and in truth treated them after a fashion. 
They began their meal as you end yours, with 
cheese, and ended it with mustard and lettuce, as 
Martial tells us the ancients did. Afterwards a 
.platter full -of mustard was brought before ercry one 
of them; and thus they made good the proverb, 
after meat comes mustard. 



, O' Sundays they stuffed their puddings with pud- 
dings, chitterlings, links, Bolonia sausages, forced- 
meats, livcrings, hogs -haslets, young quails, and 
teals : you must also always add cheese for the first 
course, and mustard for the last. 

0' Mondays, they were crammed with pease and 
pork, cum commento, and inter! in eary glosses. 

(^Tuesdays, they used to twist store of holy, 
bread, cakes, buns, puffs, lenten loaves, jumbals, 
and biscuits. 

O' Wednesdays, my gentlemen had fine sheeps- 
heads, calves-heads, aud brocks-heads, of which 
there's no want in that country. 

O' Thursdays, they guzzled down seven sorts of 
porridge, not forgetting mustard. 

O' Fridays, they munched nothing but services or 
sorb-apples ; neither were these full ripe, as I guess, 
ed by their complexion. 

O' Saturdays, they gnawed bones; not that they 
were poor or needy, for every mother's son of 'em 
had a very good fat belly-benefice. 

As for their drink, 'twas an antifortunal ; thus 

they 



Their diet was this. 
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they called I don't know what sort of a Kquor of 

the place. 

Wheo they wanted to oat on drink, they turned 
down the back, points or laps of their cowls for* 
wards, below their chins, and that served 'em ro- 
stead of gorgets or siabbering-bibs. 

When tiaey had well dined, they prayed rarely all 
in quavers and shakes ; and the rest of the day, ex. 
peering the day of judgment, they were taken tip 
with acts of charity, and particularly 

O' Sundays, rubbers at cuffs* 

O' Mondays, lending each other ftrts and fillips 
on the nose. 

O' Tuesdays, dapperdawmg one another, 

O* Wednesdays, suiting and fly- flap ping. - 

G* Thursdays, worming and pumping. 

O' Fridays, tickling* 

O' Saturdays, jirking and firking one another. 

Such was their diet when they resided in the con- 
vent, and if the prior of the monk-house sent any 
of them abroad, then they were strictly enjoined, 
neither to touch nor eat any manner of fish, as long 
as they were on sea or rivers ; and to abstain from 
all manner of flesh whenever they were at land ; that 
every one might be convinced, that while they en- 
joyed the object, they denied themselves the power, 
and even the desire, and were no more moved with 
it, than the Marpesian rock. 

All this was done with proper anti phones, still 
sung and chanted by ear, as we have already ob- 
served. 

When the sun went to bed, they fairly booted 
and spurred each other as before, and having clap* 
ped on their bantictes* e'en jogged to bed too. At 
midnight the sandal came to them, and up they got, 
and having well whetted and set their razors, and 
been a processioning, they clapped the tables over 

Vol. IV. themselves* 
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themselves, and like wira-drawers under their work, 
fell to it as aforesaid. 

Friar John des Entoumeures, having shrewdly ob- 
served these jolly semiquaver friars, and had a full 
account of their statutes, lost all patience, and cried 
out aloud ; Bounce tail, and God ha' mercy guts ; 
if every fool should wear a bauble, fa el would be 
dear. A plague rot it, we must know how many 
farts go to. an ounce. Would Priapus were here, a* 
he used to be at the nocturnal festivals in Crete, that 
I might see him play backwards, and wriggle and 
shake to the purpose. Ay, ay, this is the world, 
and t'other is the country : may I never piss if this 
be not an antichthonian land, and our very anti- 
podes. In Germany they pull down monasteries 
and unfrockify the monks : here they go quite kam, 
and act clean contrary to others, setting new ones 
up, against the hair. 

x ' • ' ' ■ 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

HOW PAN URGE ASKED A SEMIQUAVER FRIAR HINT 
QUESTIONS, AND WAS ONLY ANSWERED IN MO- 
NOSYLLABLES. 

Panurge, who had since been wholly taken up 
with staring at these royal semiquavers, at last pulled 
one of them by the sleeve, ~ who was as lean * as a 
rake, and asked him, 

Hark'e me, friar quaver, semiquaver, demi- semi- 
quavering quaver, where's the punk ? 

The friar pointing downwards, answered, There. 

Pan. Pray have you many! 

Fri. Few; % ^ 

Pan. How many scores have you ? 

Fri. 

* As a rcitf.] A« a dried red-herring devil, in the original. 
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Fri. One. 

Pan. How many would yon bare ? 
Fri. Fiye. 

Pan. Where do yon hide 'em ? 
Fri. Here. 

Pan. I suppose they are not all of one age; but 
pray how is their shape ? 
Fri. Straight. 
Pan. Their complexion? 
Fri. Clear. 
Pan. Their hair ? 
Fri. Fair. 
Pan. Their eyes ? 
Fri. Black. / 
Pan. Their features ? 
Fri. Good. 
Pan. Their brows ? 
Fri. Soft. 
Pan. Their graces? 
Fri. Ripe.. 
Pan. 'Their looks ? 
Fri. Free. 
Pan. Their feet? 
Fri. Flat. 
Pan. Their heels ? 
Fri. Short. 

Pan. Their lower parts ? 

Fri. Rare. / 

Pan. And their arms ? 

Fri. Long. 

Pan. What do they wear on their hands ? 
Frii Gloves. 

Pan. What sort of rings on their fingers ? 
Fri. Gold. 

Pan. What rigging do you keep 'em in ? 
Fri. Cloth. 

Pan. What sort of chth • it ? 
Fri. New. 



M 2 



Pan. 




t*4 



THE WORKS 



BoCHL V. 



Pan. What colour ? 
Fri. Sky. 

Pan. What kind of cloth is it ? 
Fri. Fine, 

Pan. What caps do they wear ? 
Fri. Bh». 

Pan. What's the colour of their stockings ! 
Fri. Red. 

Pan. What wear they on their feet? 
Fri. Pumps. 

Pan. How do they use to be ? 
Fri. Foul. 

Pan. How do they use to walk ? 
Fri. Fast. 

Pan. Now let's talk of the kitchen, I mean that 
of the harlots, and without going hand over head, 
let's a little examine things by particulars. What is 
in their kitchens? 

Fri. Fire. 

Pan. What fuel feeds it ? 
Fri. Wood. 

Pan. What sort of wood is it£ 
Fri. Dry: 

Pan. And of what kind of trees ? 
Fri.. Yews. 

Pan. What are the faggots and brushes of ? 
Fri. Holme. 

Pan. What wood do you burn in your chambers ? 
Fri. Pine. 

Pan. And of what other trees ? 
Fri. Line. 

Pan. Harkee me, as for the buttocks, Pll go your 
halves : pray, how do you feed 'em ? 
Fri. Well. 

Pan: First, what do they eat ? 
> Fri. Bread. 

Pan. Of what complexion ? 
Fri. Whif«. 
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Pan. And what else ? 
Fri. Meat. 

Pan. How do they lore it drest ? 
Fri. Roast. 

Pan. What sort of porridge ? 
Fri. None. 

Pan. Are they for pies and tarts ? 
Fri. Much. 

Pan. There I'm their man. Will fish go dow* 
with them r 
Fri. Well. 

Pan. And what else ? 
Fri. Eggs. 

Pan. How do they like 'em ? 
Fri. Boiled. 

Pan. How mnst they be done ? 
Fri. Hard. 

Pan. Is this all they hare ? 
Fri. No. 

Pan. What have they besides then { 
Fri. Beef. 

Pan. And what else i 
Fri Pork. 

Pan. And what more i 
Fri. Geese. 
„ Paiu What then ? 
Fri. Dacki. 

Pan. And what besides ? 
Fri. Cocks. 

Pan. What do they season their meat with} 
Fri. Salt. 

Pan. What sauce are they most dainty for? 

Fri. Must. * 
Pan. Whafs their last course? 
Fri. Rice. 

Pan. And what else? . 

Fri. Milk. 

Pan, What brides ? 

M *- F ri . 
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Fri. Pease. 
Pan. What sort? 
Fri. Green. 

Pan. What <Jo they boil with 'em ? 
Fri. Fbrk. 

Pan. What fruit do they eat ? 
Fri. Good. 
Pan. How ? 
Fri. Raw. 

Pan. What do they*end wilh ? 
Fri. Nuts. 

Plan. How do they drink ? 

Fri. Neat. 

Pan. What liquor ? - 

Fri. Wine. 

Pan. What sort? 

Fri. White. 

Pan. In winter ? 

Fri. Strong. 

Pan. In the spring ? 

Fri. Brisk. 

Pan. In summer ? 

Fri. Cool. 

Pan. In autumn ? 

Fri. New. . 

Buttock of a monk! cried friar John^ how plump 
these plaguy trulls, these arch semiquavering strum- 
pets must be ! That damned cattle are *o high fed 
that they must needs be high-mettled, and ready to 
wince, and give two ups for one go-down, when any 
one offers to ride 'em below the crupper. 

Pr'ythee, friar John, quoth Pan urge, hold thy 
prating tongue, stay till I have done. 

Till what time do the doxies sit up ? 

Fri. Night. 

Pan. When do they get up ? 
Fri. Late. . ± 

Pan. May I ride on a horse that was foaled of art 

acorn, 
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acorn, if this' be not as honest a cod as ever the 
ground went upon, and as grave as an old gate-post 
into the bargain. Would to the blessed St. Semi* 
quaver, and the blessed worthy virgin St. Semi- 
quavera, he were lord chief president [justice] of 
Paris. Odsbodikins, how he'd dispatch ! With what 
expedition would he bring disputes to an upshot ! 
W hat an abbreviator and clawer off of law-suits, re- 
conciler of differences, examiner and fumbler of bags, 
peruser of bills, scribbler of rough-draugnts, and, an 
engrosser of deeds would he not make I Well, friar, 
spare your breath to cool your porridge : come, let's 
now talk with deliberation, fairly gtnd softly, as law- 
year go to heaven. Let's know how you victual the 
venereal camp. 

Hi) w is the snatchblatch f 

Fri. Rough. 

Pan. How is the gate-way, 
Fri. Free. 

Pan. And how'st within ? 
Fri. Deep. 

Pan. I mean, what weather is it there ? 
Ffi. Hot. 

Pan, What shadows the brooks ? 
Fri. Groves. K 
Pan. Of what's the colour of the twigs ? 
Fri. Red. 

Pan. And that of the old ? 
Fri. , Grey. 

Pan. How are you when you shake ? 
Fri. Brisk. 

Pan. How is their motion ? 
Fri. Quick. 

Pan. Would you have them vault or wriggle more? 
Fri. Less. 

Pan. What kind of tools are yours ? 
Fri. Big. 

Pan. And in their helves ? 

M 4 . * FrL 
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Fri. Round. 

Pait. Of what colour's the tip ? 
Fri. Red. 

Pan. When they're been used, how are they ? 
FrL Shrunk. 

Pan. How much weighs each bag of tool*. 
Fri. Pounds* 

Pan. How hang your pouches ? 
fri. Tight. 

Pan. How are they when you hare done ? 
Fri, Lank, 

Pan. Now, by the oath you hare taken, tell me, 
when yon have a mind to cohabit, how you throw 

'em? 

Fri. Down. 

Pan. And what do they say then ? 
Fri. Fie. 

Pan. Howerer, like inakls, they say nay, and take 
it ; and speak the less, but think the mora; minding 
the work in hand ; do they not ? 

Fri. True. a , 

Pan. Do tfiey gttt you batons? - b I CG 

Fri. None. 1 

Pan. How do yon pig together? 

Fri. Bare. , 

Pan. Remrafter yau'ie upon yon? oath^ and tell 
me justly, and bona fide, how many timet * day yon 
monk it? 

Fri. Six. 

Pah. Howwwy bmte otaighfe ' 
Fri. Ten. 

Cat so, quoth friar John, the poo* fornicating 
brother's bashful, and sticks at sixteen, as il that 
irm his stint. Right, quoth Ftanrge, but couldst 
thou keep pace with him, friar John, my dainty 
' cod ? May the devil's dam suck my tea*,* if he does 
not look as if he had got a blow orer the nose witfr 
• Naples' cowl-staff. 
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Pan. Pray, friar Shakewell, does your whole fra- 
ternity quaver and shake at that rate ? 
Fri. All. 

Pan. Who of them is the best cock o'the game t 
Fri. I. 

Pan. Do you never commit dry bobs, or flashes 
in the pan ? 
Fri. None. 

Pan. 1 blush like any black dog, and could be as 
testy as an old cook, when I think on all this ; it 
passes my understanding. But, pray, when yoa 
have been pumpt dryone day, what have you got the 
next? 

Fri. More. 

Pan. By Priapw, they have the Indian herb, of 
which Theophrastus spoke, or I am much out. But 
harkee me, thon man of brevity, should some impe- 
diment honestly, or otherwise, impair your talents, 
and cause your benevolence to lessen, how would it 
fare with you then ? 

Fri. 111. 

Pan. What would the wenches do ? 
Fri. Rail. 

Pan. What if you skipt, and let 'em fast a whole 
day ? 
Fri. Worse. 

Pan. What do yon give 'em then ? 

Fri. Thwacks. 

Pan. What say they to this ? 

Fri. Bawl. 

Pan. And what else i 

Fri. Curse. 

Pan. How do yon correct 'em r" 
Fri. Hard. 

Pan. vVhat do yon get out of 'em then I 
Fri. Blood. 

Pan. How's their complexion then t 
Fri. Odd. 
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Pan. What do they mend it with ? 
Fri. Paint. 

Pan. Then, what do they do ? 
Fri. Fawn. 

Pan. By the oath you hare taken, tell me truly, 
what time of the year do you do it least in ? 
Fri. Now. * 

Pan. What season do you do it best in ? 
Fri. March. 

Pan. HPow is your performance the rest of the 
year? 
Fri. Brisk. 

Then, quoth Panurge, sneering, Of all, and of all, 
commend me to ball ; this' is the friar of the w< 
for my money : j^ou've heard how short, cor 
and compendious he is in his answers ? Nothing 
begot out of him but monosyllables? By ji 
believe he would make three bites of a cherry. 

Damn him, cried friar John, that's as true a 
his uncle : the dog yelps at another gat's rate 
he is among his bitches ; there he is polysy... 
enough, my life for yours. You talk of making 
three bites of a cherry ! God send fools more wit, 
and us more money : may I be doomed to fast a 
whole day, if, I clon't verily believe he would not 
make above two bites of a shoulder of mutton, and 
one swoop of a whole pottle of wine ; zoons, do but 
see how down o' the mouth the cur looks ! He's 
nothing but skin and bones ; he has pissed his tallow. 

Trury, truly, quoth E pis tern on, this rascally^mo- 
nastjcal vermin all over the world mind nothing but 
their gut, and areas rk venous as any kites, and then, 
forsooth, they tell us they've - nothing but food and 
raiment in this world: 'sdeatb, what more have kings 
and princes ? 
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HOW EPISTEMON DUUKED THE INSTITUTION OF LENT* 

- Pray did you observe, continued Epistemon, how 
this damned ill- favoured semiquaver mentioned March 
as the best month for caterwauling. • True, said 
Pantagruel, yet Lent and March always go toge- 
ther ? and the first was instituted to macerate and 
bring down our pampered flesh, to weaken and « 
subdue its lusts j arid to curb and assuage the venereal 

i>y this, said Epistemon, you may guess what 

< ri of a pope it was, who first enjoined it to be 
since this filthy wooden-shoe'd semiquaver 
• *r* that his spoon is never oftener nor deeper in the 

• ringer of letchery than in Lent. Add to this, 
v ident reasons given by all good and learned 
pnysicians, affirming, that throughout the whole year 
no food is eaten, that can prompt mankind to lascivi- 
ous acts, more than at that time. 

As for example, beans, pease, phasels or long- 
peason, ciches, onions, nuts, Oysters, herrings, salt- 
meats, garnm, (a kind of anchovy) and sallads > 
wholly made up of venereous herbs and fruits, as, 

Rocket, 

Nose-smart, „ 
Taragon, 

Cresses, , 

Parsley, » 

Rampions, 

Poppy, 

Celery, 

Hopbuds, , l 

Figs, 

Rice, 

Raisins, and others. 
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'T would not a little surprise you, said Pantagruel, 
should a man tell you, that the good pope, who first 
ordered the keeping of Lent, perceiving that at that 
time o' year the natural heat (from the centre of the 
body, whither it was- retired, daring the winter's 
cold) diffuses itself as the sap does in trees, through 
the ckcamference «f the members, did therefore In a 
manner prescribe that sort of diet to forward the pro* 
pagatioe ef mankind. What makes me think so, is, 
that, by the registers of christenings at Toners, it ap- 
pears that snore children are born in October and 
Not ember, than in the ether ten months of the year, 
and reckoning backwards, 'twill be easily found 
that they were all made, conceived, and begotten in ' 
Lent 

I listen to you with both my eats, quoth friar 
John, and that with no small pleasure, FU assure yon. 
But I must tell yon, that the yiear of Jambert as- 
cribed this copious preUfieation of the women, not to 
that sort of food that we chiefly eat in Lent, but to 
the little licensed stooping members, your little 
booted Lent.preachers 9 your little draggle-tailed fa* 
ther confessors ; who, during all that time ef their 
reign, damn all husbands that run astray, three fa- 
thoms and a half below the very lowest pit el bell. 
So the silly codf-headed brothers of the noose dare 
not then stumble any more at the truckle-bed, to the 
no small discomfort of their maids, and are even 
forced, poor souls ! to take up with their own bodily 
wires. Dili, I hare done. 

You may discant op the institution of Lent at 
much as you please, faA&d Epistemon ; so many men, 
so many minds : but certainly all the physicians will 
be' against its being suppressed, though I think that 
time is at hand ; 1 know they will, and have heard 
'em say, were it not for Lent, their ar£ would soon 
fall into contempt, and they'd get nothing? for hardly 
any body would be sick. ' 
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AH distempers are sowed in Lent ; 'tis the true se- 
minary and native bed of all diseases : no* does it 
only weaken and putrify bodies, bu,t also makes souls* 
mad and uneasy. For then the devils do their best r 
and drive a subtle trade, and the tribe of canting dis- 
semblers come out of their holes. 'Tis then term* 
time with your cucu Hated pieces of formality, that 
have one face to God, and the other to. the devih; 
and a wretched clutter they make wiihtheir sessions, 
stations, pardons, syntereses, confessions, whippings, 
anathematizations, and much prayer, with as little 
devotion. However, I'll not offer to infer, from this^ 
that the Arimas pians are better than we are in thai 
point ; yet I speak to the purpose. 

Well, quoth Panurge to the semiquaver friar, who* 
happened to be by, dear bumbostiag, shaking, trilling, 
Quavering cod, what think'st thou of this fellow I 
Is he not a rank heretic ? 

Fri. Much. 

Pan. Ought be not to be singed ? 
Fri. Well. 

Pan. As soon as may be ? * 
Fri. Right. 

Pan. Should not he be scalded first ? 
Fri. No. 

Pan. How then should he lie roasted ? 

Fri. Quiek. 

Pan. Till at last he be? 

Fri. Dead. 

Pan. What has he made yon ? 
Fri. Mad. 

Pan. What do you take hk» to be ? 
Fri. Damned. 

Fas. Whet place is he to go to i 

Fri. Hell. 

Pan. Bat first, bow woeld yen have hi» semi 
here ? 
Fri. Burnt. 



Pan. 
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Pan. Some have been served so ? 
Fri. Store. 

Pan. That were heretics ? 
Fri. Less. 

Pan. And the number of those that are to be 
, warmed thus, hereafter is ? 
Fri. Great. 

Pan. How many of 'em d'ye intend to save ? 
Fri. None. 

Pan. So you'd have them burnt ? 
, Fri. All. v 

I wonder, said Epistemon to Pan urge, what plea- 
sure you can find in talking thus with his lousy tat- 
terdemallion of a monk ; I vow, did I not know 
you well, I might be ready to think you had no more 
witin your head, than he has in both his shoulders. 
Come, Come, scatter no words, returned Panurgej 
every one as they like, as the woman said when she 
kissed her cow. I wish I might carry him to Gar- 
gantua : when Pm married he might be my wife's 
fool. And make you one, cried Epistemon. Well 
said, quoth friar John : now poorPanurge, take that 
along with thee, thou'rt e'en fitted ; 'tis a plain case 
thou'lt never scape wearing the bull's feather ; thy 
wife will be as common as the highway, that's cer- 
tain. 



CHAP. XXX. 

HOW WE CAME TO THE LAND OF SATIN. 

Having pleased ourselves with observing that new 
order of semiquaver friars, we set sail, and in three 
days our skipper made the finest and most delightful 
island that ever was seen ; he called it the island of 
Frize ; for a)l the ways were of frizo. 
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In that island is the land of Satin, so celebrated by 
our court pages. Its trees and herbage never lose 
their leaves or flowers, and ate all damask and flow* 
ered velvet. ' As for the beasts and birds, they are all ' 
of tapestry work. There we saw many beasts, birds 
on trees, of the same colour, bigness, and shape, of 
those in our country ; with this difference, however, 
that these did eat nothing, and never sung, or bit like 
ours : and we also saw there many sorts of creatures 
which we never had seen before. 

Among the test, several elephants in various pos- 
tures ; twelve of which were the six males and six 
females that were brought to Rome by their gover- 
nor in the time of Germanicus, Tiberius's nephew : 
some of them were learned elephants, some musicians, 
others philosophers, dancers, and shewers of tricks ; 
and all sat down at table in good order, silently eat- 
ing and drinking like so many fathers in a fratry- 
room. 

With their snouts or proboscises, some two cubits 
long, they draw up. water for their* own drinking, 
and take hold of palm -leaves, plums, and all man. 
ner of edibles, using them offensively or defensively, 
as we do our fists ; with them tossing men high into 
the air in fight, and making them burst with laughing 
when they come to the ground. 

They have joints in their legs, whatever some 
men, who never saw any but painted, may have writ- 
ten to the contrary. Between their teeth they have 
two huge horns : thus Juba called 'em, and Pausa* 
nias tells us, they are not teeth, but horns : how-* 
ever, Philostratus will have 'em to be teeth, and not 
horns. 'Tis all one to me, provided you'll be pleased 
to own them to be true ivoryi These are some three 
or four cubits long, and are fixed in the upper jaw* 
bone* and consequently not in the lowermost. If 
you hearken to those who will tell you the contrary^ 
you'll find yourselves damnably mistaken, for that's/ 
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ft lie with a latchet: though 'twere Milan that long- 
bow man that told you so, never believe him, for he 
lies as fa&t as a dog can trot. 'Twas in this very 
inland that Pliny, his brother teU- truth, had seen 
some . elephants dance oa the rope with bells, and 
whip over the tables, presto, be gone, while people 
Were at feasts, without so much as touching the to- 
ping topers, or the topers toping* 

1 saw a rhinoceros there, just such a one as Harry 
Clerberg had formerly shewed me : methought it was 
net much unlike a certain boar which I had for- 
merly seen at Limoges, except the sharp horn on its 
snouty that was about a cubit long ; by the means 
of which that animal dares encounter with an ele- 
phant, that is sometimes killed with its point thrust 
into its belly, which is its most tender and defenceless 



{ saw there two and thirty unicorns. They are a 
curst sort of creatures, much resembling a fine horse, 
unless it be that their heads are like a stag's, their 
feet like an elephant's, their tails like a wild boar's, 
and out of each of their foreheads sprouts a sharp 
black horn, some six or seven foot long ; commonly 
it dangles down like a turkey-cock's comb. When 
an unicorn has a mind' to fight, or put it to any other 
use, what does he do but make it stand, and then 'tit. 
as straight as an arrow. 

I saw one of them, which was attended with a 
throng of other wild beasts, purify a- foe a tain with 
its horn. With that Pannrge told me, that his pran* 
ear, albs his nimble-wimble, was like the unicorn, 
not altogether in length indeed, but hi virtue and 
propriety: for. as the unicorn purified pools and 
fountains from filth and venom, so that other animals 
eame and drank securely there afterwards ; in the 
like manner, others might water their nags, and dab* 
ble after him without fear of shankers* caruosities, 
fonorrhs3a's, buboes, cxinkams, and such other 
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plagues, caught by those who venture to quench their 
amorous thirst in a common puddle ; for with his 
nervous horn he removed ail the infection that might 
be lurking in some blind cranny of the mephitic 
sweet-scented hole. 

Well, quoth friar John, when you are sped, that 
is, when you are married, we'll make a trial of this 
on thy spouse, merely for charity-sake, since you arc 
pleased to give us so beneficial an instruction. 

Aye, aye, returned Pan urge, and then immediately 
I'll give you a pretty gentle aggregrative pill of God, 
made up of two and twenty kind stabs with a dag. 
ger, after the Caesarian way. Cat so, cried friar 
John, 1 had rather take off a bumper of good cool 
wine. 

I saw there the golden fleece, formerly conquered 
by Jason, and can assure you ou the word of an ho- 
nest man, that those who have said it was not a fleece, 
but a golden pipin, because fx*)\ov signifies both an 
apple and a sheep, were utterly mistaken. 

I saw also a cameleon, sucltas Aristotle describes 
it, and like that which had been formerly shewed me 
by Charles MariSj a famous physician of the noble 
city of Lyons on the Rhone : and the said camel eon 
lived on air, just as the other did, 

I saw three hydra's, like those I had formerly seen. 
They are a kind of a serpent, with seven different 
heads. 

I saw also fourteen phoenixes. I had read in 
many authors that there was but one in the whole 
world in every century : but if I may presume to 
speak my mind, I declare, that those who said this, 
had never seen any, unless it were in the land of ta- 
pestry ; though 'twere vouched by Lactantius Fir* 
mianus. 

I saw the skin of A puleius's golden ass. 
I saw three hundred and nine pelicans. 
Item, six thousand and sixteen Seieucid birds 

marching 
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'marching in battalia, and picking up straggling gras- 
hoppers in corn-fields. 

Item, some cynamologi, argatiles, caprimulgi, 
: thynnunculs, onocrotals, or bitterns, with their wide 
swallows, stymphalides, harpies, panthers, dorcas's, 
Or bucks, cemas's 'Cynocephalis's, satyrs, cartasons, 
tarands, uri, monopses, pegasi, neadesr, cepes, mar. 
mosets, or monkeys, presleres, bugles, musimons, 
byturos's, ophyri, screech owls, goblins, fairies, and 
griffins. , 

I saw Mid-lent o'horseback, with Mid-august and 
.Mid. march holding its stirrups. 
■ I saw some mankind wolves, centaurs, tigers, leo- 
pards, hyaenas, camelopardels, and orix's, or huge 
wild goats with sharp horns. 

' I saw a remora, a little fish called echineis by the 
Greeks, and near it a tall ship, that did not gel 
o'head an inch, thongh she was in the offing with top 
and top-gallants spread before the wind. I am 
somewhat inclined to belieye, that 'twas the rery , 
numerical ship in which Periander the tyrant hap- 
pened to be, when it was stopt by such a little fish 
in spite of wind and tide* 'Twas in this land of 
Satin, and in no other, that Mutianus had seen one 
of them. ... 

Friar John told us, that in the days of yore, two 
sorts of fishes used to abound in our courts of judica- 
ture, and rotted the bodies and tormented the souls 
of those who were at law, whether noble or of mean 
descent, high or low, rich or poor : the first were 
your April fish or mackerel, [pimps, panders, and 
bawds ;] the others your beneficial remora's, that is, 
the eternity of law-suits ; the needless lets that keep 
'em. undecided. 

I saw some sphynges, some raphes, some ounces, 
and some cepphi, whose fore-feet are like hands, and 
their hind-feet like man's feet.. 

Also some crocuta's and some eali as big as sea- 
horses, 
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horses, with elephant's tails, boars, jaws and tusks, 
and horns as pliant as an ass's, ears. 

The leucrocutes, most fleet animals, as big as our 
asses of Mirebalais, have necks, tails, and breasts 
like a lion's, legs like a stag's, the mouth up to the 
ears, and but two teeth, one above, and one below ; 
they speak with human voices, but when they do, 
they say nothing. , 

Some people say,- that none ever saw an airy, or 
nest of sakers : if you'll believe me, I saw no less 
than eleven, and I'm sure I reckoned right. 

I saw tfome left-handed halberts, which were the 
first that 1 had ever seen. 

« I saw some manticores, a most, strange sort of 
creatures, which have the body of a lion, red hair, a 
face and ears like a man's, three rows of teeth which 
close together, as if you joined your hands with your 
fingers between each other : they have a sting, in 
their tails like a scorpion's and a very melodious 
voice. 

I saw some catablepas's, a sort of serpents, whose 
bodies are small, but their heads large without any 
proportion, so that they've much ado to lift them 
up ; and their eyes are so infectious, that whoever 
sees 'em, dies upon the spot, as if he had seen a 
basilisk. 

I saw some beasts with two backs, and those seem* 
ed to me the merriest creatures in the world : they 
were most nimble at wriggling the buttocks, and 
more diligent in tail- wagging than any water-wagtails, 
perpetually jogging and shaking their double rumps. 

I saw there some milched craw-fish, creatures that 
I never heard of before in my life i these moved in 
very good order, and 'twould have done your heart 
good to hate seen 'em; 
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MOW IN THE LAND OP SATIN WE SAW MARS AT, WHO 
KEPT A SCHOOL Of VOUCHING. 



Wb went a little higher up into the country of 
Tapestry, and saw the Mediterranean sea open to 
the right and left down to the very bottom : just as 
the rod sea very fairly left its bed at the Arabia* 
gulph, to make a lane for the Jews, when they left 

There I found Triton winding his silver shell in* 
stead of a born, and also Glancus, Proteus, Kerens, 
and a thousand other godlings and sea monsters. 

I also saw an infinite number of fish of aH kinds, 
dancing, flying, vaulting, fighting, easing, breathing, 
frilling, shoving, milting, spawning, hunting, fishing* 
skirmishing, lying in amboscask), making truces, 
cheapening, bargaining, swearing, and sporting^ 

In a blind corner we saw Aristotle holding a lan- 
tern, in the posture in which the hecmk uses to be 
drawn hear St. Christopher, watching, prying, think- 
ing, and setting every thing down in writing. 

Behind him -stood a pack of other philosophers* 
like so many bums by a head bailiff : as Appian* 
ttetiodorus, Athemeus, Porphyrins, Pancrates, Ar- 
ehadian, Numenins, Possidonios, Ovidiua, Oppianus, 
Olypius, Seteucu8> Leonides, Agathodes, Theophras* 
SJU8, Damostratus, Mutianus, Nymphodorus, ./Elian, 
and five hundred other such plodding dons, who. were 
full of business, yet had little to do : like Chrysippus 
or Aristarchus of Soli, who for eight and fifty years 
together did nothing in. the world but examine the 
state and concerns of bees. 

I spied Peter (jrilles among these, with an urinal 
in has hand, narrowly watching the water of those 



goodly fishes. 



When 
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When we had long beheld every thing hi {his land 
of Satin, Fantegrucl said, I have sufficiently fed my 
eyes, but my belly is empty all this while, and chimes 
to let me know it is time to go to dinner : let us take 
care of the body, lest the soul abdicate it; and to 
this effect, l*t us jtaste some of these *anacempserotqg 
that bang over our heads. Pshaw, cried one, they 
are mere trash, stark naught o s my- word, they axe 
good for nothing. 

I then went to pluck some myrobolans off of a piece 
of tapestry, whereon they hung, but the devil a bit 
I could chew or swallow them ; and bad 
them betwixt your •teeth, you would ha 
they had been thrown silk ; there was n^^tmarief 

savour in them. H TI T * T IT 17 P' C T ^ 

- One might be apt to think HeliogabaluCTiafl taKen I* ~l i j, i 
a hint from thence/ to feast those wTtosi^a. hatV 1V * ^ 
caused to fast a long time, promising themS^rtn^jSQ Vjk * \y 
ous, plentiful, and imperial feast after it : formfthtv - ' 
treat used to amount to no moro than several sorts of 
meat m wax, marble, earthen-ware, painted and 
figured table-cloths. 

While we were looking up ajnd down to fad some 
more substantial food, we heard a loud various noise, 
like that of paper-mills, or women bucking of linen : 
m with all speed we went to the place whence the 
noise came, where we found a diminutive} man* 
etrous, mishapen old fellow, called Hear-say. His 
mouth was slit up to his ears, and in it were sevea 
tongues, each* of them cleft into seven parts. How* 
ever he chattered, tattled, and -prated with all the 
seven at once, of different matters, and in divert 
languages. 

He had as many ears all over his head and the rest 
of his body, as Argus formerly had eyes; and was 
as blind as a beetle, and had the palsy in his legs. 

About 

* Aa hob, the touching of which it aid to reconcile lovers. 
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About him stood an innumerable number of men 
and women, gaping, listening, and hearing very in* 
tensely : among them I observed some who strutted 
like crows in a gutter, and principally a very hand-, 
some bodied man in the face, who held then a map 
of the world, and with Httle aphorisms compendious- 
ly explained every thing to them ; so that those men 
of happy memories grew learned in a trice, and would 
most fluently talk with you of a world of prodigious 
things, the hundredth part of which would take up 
a man's whole life to be fully known. 

Among the rest, they descanted with great pro- 
lizity on the pyramids and hieroglyphics of Egypt, 
of the Nile, of Babylon, of the Troglodytes, the 
Hymantopodes, or crumpfooted nation, -the Blemise, 
people that wear their heads in the middle of their 
breasts, the Pigmies, the Cannibals, the Hypcrborei 
and their mountains, the Egypanes with their goat's- 
feet, and the devil and all of others : every individual 
word of it by hear-say. 

I am much mistaken if I did not see among them 
. Herodotus, Pliny, Solinus, Berosus, Philostratus, 
Pomponius, Mela, Strabo, and God knows how 
many other antiquaries. 

Then Albert, the great Jacobin friar, Peter Tes- 
moin, alias Witness, pope Pius the second, Volaterran, 
Paulns Jovius the valiant, Jemmy Cartier, Chaton 
the Armenian, .Marco Paulo the Venetian, Ludovico 
Romano, Pedro Alia res, and forty cartloads of other 
modern historians, lurking behind a piece-of tapes- 
try, where they were at it ding-dong, privately scrib- 
bling the Lord knows what, and making rare work 
on't, and all by hear- say. 

Behind another piece of tapestry [on- which Na- 
both and Susanna's accusers were fairly represent- 
ed] I saw close by Hear-say, good store of men of 
the country of Perche and Maine, notable students, 
and young enough. 

I asked 
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I asked what sort of study tjiey applied themselvesr 
to ? and was told, that from their youth they learn* 
ed to be evidences, affidavit-men, and Touchers ; and 
were instructed in the art of swearing: in which 
they soon became such proficients, that, when they 
left that country, and Went back into their own, 
they set up for themselves, and very honestly lived 
by their trade of evidencing : positively giving their 
testimony of all things whatsoever, to those who 
feed them most roundly to do a job of journey-work 
for them ; and all this by hear-say. 

You may think what you will of it, but J can as- 
sure you, they gave, some of us corners of their 
cakes, and we merrily helped to empty their hogs- 
heads. Then in a friendly manner, they advised us 
to be as sparing of truth as possibly we could, if ever 
we had a mind to get court preferments 



CHAP. XXXII. 

POW WE CAME IN SIGHT OF LANTERN-LAND. 

Hating been scurvily entertained in the land of 
Satin, we went o' board, and having set sail, in four 
day& came near the coast of Lantern-land. We then 
saw certain little hovering fires on the sea. 

For my part I did not take them to be lanterns, 
but rather thought they were fishes, which lolled 
their flaming tongues on the surface of the sea ; or 
lam py rises, which some call cicindela's or glow, 
worms', shining there as ripe barley docs o' nights in 
my country. 

But the skipper satisfied us that they were the lan- 
terns of the watch, or more properly light-houses, 
set up in many places round the precinct of the placa 
to discover the land, and for the safe piloting jn of 

•omt 
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some outlandish lanterns, which, like good fraacis- 
can and jacobin friars, were coming to Make their 
personal appearance at the provincial chapter* 

However) some of us were somewhat suspicious 
that these (ires were rite forerunners of some atom : 
bat the skipper assured us again they were not* 



CHAP. XXXIIL 

SOW WE IrAlTOSD AT THE WW OF TUB iYCEHTOBII, 
AND CAME TO JLAJITSltlULAlfB. 

Soon after we -arrived at the port of lantern land, 
% where Pantagruel discovered, on a high tower, tbe 
lantern of Rochol, that stood us in good stead, for 
it cast a great light. We also saw the lantern of 
Pharos, that of Nauplion, and that of Acropolis, at 
Athens, sacred to Pallas. 

Near the port, there is a little hamlet inhabited by 
the Lychnobii, that live by lanterns, as the gulli- 
gutted friars in ear country live by nuns: they are 
studious people, and as honest men as ever shit in a 
trumpet. Demosthenes had formerly fenternked 
there. 

. We were conducted from that place to the palace 
by three * obeiiscoiichnys, military guards of the 
port, with higb.crowned hats, whom we acquainted 
with the causa of our voyage, arid our design ; which 
was to desire the queen of the country to grant us a 
lantern to light and conduct us, during our voyage 
to the oracle of the bottle. 

They promised to assist us in this, and added, that 
we could never have come in a better time ; for then 
Ike lanterns held their provincial chapter. 

When 

. v * A kind of beacons. 
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When we came to the royal palace, we ha$ au- 
dience of her highness, the queen of Lantern-land, 
being introduced by two lanterns of honour, that of 
Aristophanes, and that of Cleanthes. Panurge in 
few words acquainted hex with the causes of our 
Voyage, and she received us with great demonstra- 
tions of friendship ; desiring us to come to her at 
supper. time, that we might more easily make choice, 
of one to be our guide ; which pleased us extremely. 
We did not fail to observe intensely every thing wc 
could see, as the garbs, motions and deportments of 
-the queen's subjects, principally the manner after 
which she was served. 

The bright queen was dressed in virgin crystal 
of Tutia, wrought damaskwise, and beset with large 
diamonds. 

The lanterns of the royal blood were clad partly 
with bastard-diamonds, * partly with diaphanous 
stones ; the rest with horn, paper, and oiled cloth. 

The cresset-lights took place according to the an- 
tiquity and lustre of their families. 

An earthen dark-lantern, shaped like a pot, not- 
withstanding this, took place of some of the first 
quality : at which I wondered much, [till I was told 
it was that of Epictetus, for which three thousand' 
drachmas had been formerly refused. 

Martial's * polymix lantern made a very good fi- 
gure there : I took particular notice of its dress, and 
more yet of the icosimyx, formerly consecrated by 
Canopa the daughter of Tisias. 

1 saw the pensile lantern, formerly taken out of 
the temple of Apollo Palatinus at Thebes, and after- 
wards by Alexander the great carried to the town of 
Cymos. \ 

I saw . another that distinguished itself from the 
rest by a bushy tuft of crimson silk on its head. I 



% * A lamp with many wicks, or a branched candlestick with man* 
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was told it was that of Bartolus, the Jantera of the 
civilians. 

Two others were, very remarkable for glister- 
pouches that dangled at their waist. We were told, 
that one was. the greater light, and the other the 
lesser light of the Apothecaries. 

When it was supper-time, the queen's highness 
first sat down, and then the rest, according to their 
rank and dignity. 

For the first course, they were all served with 
large Christmas candles ; except the queen, who was 
served with a hugeous, thick, stiff, flaming taper, of % 
white wax, somewhat red towards the tip ; and the 
roya^amily, as also the provincial lantern of Mire- 
belais, who were served with nut-lights ; and the 
provincial of lower Poitou, with an armed candle. 

After that, God- wot, what a glorious light they 
gave with their wicks : I do not say all ; for you 
must except a parcel of junior lanterns, under the 
government of a high and mighty one. These did 
not cast a -light like the rest, but seemed to me dim- 
mer than any long -snuff farthing candle, whose tallow 
has been half melted away in a hot house. 

After supper we withdrew to take some rest, and 
the next day the queen made ufc chuse one of the _ 
most illustrious lanterns to guide us : after, which we 
took our leave. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

HOW WE ARRI VED AT THE ORACLE OF THE BOTTLE* 

Our glorious lantern lighting and directing us to 
our heart's content, we at last arrived at the desired 
island, where was the bracle of the bottle. As soon 
as friend Panurge landed, he nimbly cut a eaper with, 

one 
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one leg for joy, and cried to PantagrueJ, Now we art 
where we hare wished ourselves long ago. This is 
the place we have been seeking with such toil and 
labour. He then made, a compliment to our lantern, 
who desired us to be of good cheer, and not be 
daunted or dismayed, whatever we might chance 
to see. 

To conie to the temple of the holy bottle^ we 
were to go through a large vineyard, in which were 
all sorts of vines, as the Falerrtian, Malvesian, the 
Muscadine, those of Taige, Beaune, Mirevaux, Or- 
leans, Picardent, Arbois, Coussi, Anjou, Grave, 
Corsica, Vierron, Nerac, and others. This vine- 
yard was formerly planted by the good Bacchus, 
with so great a blessing, that it yields leaves, flowers, 
and fruit, all the year round, like the orange tr^f 
t at Serene. 

Our magnificent lantern ordered every one of u* 
to eat tnree grapes, to put some vine leaves in his 
shoes, and take a vine-branch in his left hand. 

At the end of the close, we went under an arch 
built after the manner of those of the ancients. The 
trophies of a toper were curiously carved on it. 

First, on one side, was to be seen a long train of 
flaggons, leathern bottles, flasks, cans, glass bottles, 
barrels, nipperkins, pint-pots, quart-pots, pottles, 
gallons, and old fashioned semaises [swinging wood- 
en pots, such as those out of which the Germans fill 
their glasses] : these hung on a shady arbour. 

On another side was store of garlic, onions 
shallots, hams, botargos, caviar, biscuits, neatV 
tongues, old cheese, and such like com fits, very arti- 
ficially interwoven, and packed together with vine- 
stocks. 

On another were a hundred sorts of drinking 
glasses, cups, cisterns, ewers, false cups, tumblers, 
bowls, mazers, mugs, jugs, goblets, talboys, and 
such other bacchic artillery. 



N 2 
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Oo the frontispiece of the triumphal arch, under 
the zoophore, was the following couplet : 

You, who presume to move this way, 
Get a good lantern, lest you stray. 

TVe took special care of that, cried Pan tag ru el, 
when he read them : for there is not a better or a 
more divine lantern than ours in all Lantern-land. 

This arch ended at a fine large round alley, cover- 
ed over with the interlaid branches of vines, loaded 
and adorned with clusters of five hundred different 
colours, and of as many various shapes, not natural, 
but due to the skill of agriculture : some .were 
golden, other blueishj tawny, azure, white, black, 
green, purple, streaked with many colours, long, 
round, * triangular, cod-like, hairy, great-headed r 
and grassy. That p feasant alley ended at three old 
ivy- trees, verdant, and all loaden with rings. Our 
most illustrious lantern directed us to make ourselves 
high crowned hats with some of their leaves, 'and 
cover our heads wholly with them, which was imme- 
„ diatcly done. 

Jupiter's priestess, said Pantagruel, in former 
da\ s, would not, like us,' have walked under this 
arbour. There was a mystical reason, answored our 
. most perspicuous lantern, that would have hindered 
her. For had she gone under it, the wine, or the 
grapes of which it is made, that is the same thing, 
had been over her head, and then she would have 
seemed overtopt and mastered by wine. Which im- 
plies, that priests, and all persons who devote them- 
selves to the contemplation of divine things, ought to 
keep their minds sedate and calm, and avoid whatever 
may disturb and discompose their tranquillity; which 
nothing is more apt to do than drunkenness. 

You 

* Triangle.] Read Toranglc, for that is the word, used by iSabeJais. 
It signifies a gla^s turned angularly. In the author's time they said tor 
% lour $ torner fortourner. 
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You also, continued our lantern, could not come 
into the holy bottle's presence, after you have gone 
through this arch, did not that noble priestess Bacbuc 
first see your shoes full of vine leaves : which action 
is diametrically opposite to the other, and signifies 
that you despise wine, and having mastered it, as it 
were, tread it underfoot. 

1 am no scholar, quoth friar John, for which I am 
heartily sorry ; yet I find, by my breviary, that in 
the Revelation, a woman was seen with the moon 
under her feet, which was a most wonderful sight. 
Now; as Bigot explained it to me, this was to signify, 
that she was not of the nature of other women ; for 
they have all the moon at their heads, and conse- 
quently their brains are always troubled with a luna- 
cy : this makes me willing to believe what you said, 
dear madam Lantern. 



CHAP, XXXV. 

HOW WE WENT UNDER-GROUND TO COME TO THE 
TEMPLE OF THE HOLY BOTTLE ; AND HOW CHINOMT 
IS THE OLDEST CITY IN THE WORLD. 

We went under ground through a plastered vault, 
on which was coarsely painted a dance of women 
and satyrs, waiting on old Silenus, who was grinning 
o' horseback on his ass. This made mc say to Pan - 
tagruel, that this entry put me in mind of the * paint- 
N 3 ed 

* Painted cellar, or the house of Innocent the pastry-cook.) The 
ancient Dutch scholiast here has these words, It was Rabelais's house, 
and in my time belonged to his son: in order to go from I Ins 
house into the painted cellar, instead of going clown stairs, as in other 
cellars, in this, people went up i>tairs; it being much higher than the 
house, and had as many steps as there are days in the year. It is the 
highest part of the castle of Chinon, which commands the whole town. 
The word painted is ecmi vocal,. and ought not to be written cave peint& 

(pa; a to* 
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«d cellar, in the oldest city fn the world, where such 
paintings are to be seen, and in as cool a place. 

Which is the oldest city in the world ? asked Pan- 
tagruel. It is Chinon, sir, or Cainon in Touraine, 
said I* I know, returned Pantagruel, where Chiuon 
lies, and the painted cellar also, having myself drunk 
there many a glass of cool wine : neither do I doubt 
but that Chinon is an ancient town ; witness its bla- 
zon. I own it is said twice or thrice, 



Chinon, 
Little town, 
Great -renown, 
On. old stone 
Long has stood : 



There's the Vienne, if you look down ; 
If you look up, there's the wood. 

m But how, continued he, can you make it out that 
it js the oldest city in the world ? Where did you find 
-this written ? I have found it in the sacred writ, said 
I, that Cain was the first that built a town : we may 
then reasonably conjecture, that from his name he 
gave it that of, Cainori. Thus, after his example, 
most other founders of towns have given them their 
names ; Athena, that is Minerva in Greek, to Athens, 
Alexander, to Alexandria ; Constantine, to Constan- 
tinople ; Pompey, to Pompeiopolis in Cilicia; Adrian, 
to Adrianople ; Canaan, to the Canaanites; Saba, 
to the SabaeanS ; Assur, to the Assyrians : and So 



ainted cellar) but cave dpinte (the pint-cellar) because people went 
ither for wine, and fetched it away ia certain wine-pots, or pewter 



7 , 

Petite ville, grand renom, 
-Assise sur pierre antienne : 
Jiu haul le botSy aupied la Vienne. 



Chinon, 



Ptolemais, 



Vessels, called pintes. 
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Ptolemais, Caesara, Tiberias, and Herodium in Judaea 
got their names. 

While we were thus talking, there came to us the 
great ^flask whom our lantern called the philosopher,' 
.her holiness the bottle's governor. He Was attended 
with a troop of the temple-guards, all French bottles 
in wicker armour ; and seeing us with our javelins 
wrapped with ivy, with oiir illustrious lantern, whom 
he knew, he desired us' to come in with all manner 
of safety, and ordered we should be immediately 
conducted to the princess Bacbuc, the bottle's lady 
of honour, and priestess of all the mysteries : whioji 
was done. * 



CHAP. XXXVI. 

HOW WE WEtfT DOWN THE TEDRATIC STEM, AND OF 
fanurge's FEAR. 

We went down one marble" step tinder ground, 
where there, was a resting, or (as our workmen call 
it) a landing place : then turning to the left, we went 
down two other steps, where there was' another rest* 
'hig place: after that we came to three other steps 
turning about, and met a third ; and the like -at four 
steps which we met afterwards. There, quoth Pa- 
nurge, is it here ? How many steps hare yon told, 
asked our magnificent lantern ? One, two, three, 
four, answered PantagrueL How much is that, asked 
she ? Ten, returned he. Multiply that, said she, 
according to the same pythagorical tetrad. That is 
ten, twenty, thirty, forty j cried PantagrueL How 
much is the whole, said she ? One hundred, answered 
PantagrueL Add, continued she, the first cube, 
that is eight ; at the end of that fatal number you 
will find the temple-gate : and pray observe, this is 
N 4 * the 
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Ihe true psychogony of Plato, so celebrated by the 
academics, yet s» little understood ; one moiety of 
which consists of the unity of the two first numbers 
full of two square and two cubic numbers. We then 
went down those numerical stairs, all under ground : 
and I can assure you in the first place, that our legs 
stood us in good stead ; for had it not been for them, 
we had rolled just like so many hogsheads into a 
vault. Secondly our radiant lantern gare us just so 
much right as is in saint Patrick's hole In Ireland, or 
Trophonius's cavern in Boeotia ; which caused Pa- 
hurge to say to her, after we were got down some 
seventy- eight steps : 

Dear madam, with a sorrowful aching heart, I 
most humbly beseech your lanternship to lead us 
back. May I be led to hell, if I be not half dead 
with' fear: my heart is sunk down into my hose; I am 
afraid I shall make buttered eggs in my breeches. 1 
freely- consent never to many. You have girefc 
yourself too much trouble on my account ; the Lord 
shall reward yon in his great rewarding- place : neither 
will 1 be ungrateful when I come out of this cave of 
Troglodytes. Let us go back, I pray you. I am 
Tery much afraid this is Taenarus, the low way to 
hell, and methinks I already hear Cerberus bark. 
Hark ! I hear the cur, or my ears tingle : I have no 
manner of kindness for the dog, for there never is a 
jgreater tooth-ache, than when dogs bite us by tho 
shins : and if this be only Trophonius's pit, the le- 
mur es, hob thrushes and goblins will certainly swal- 
low us alive ; just as t!hey devoured formerly one of 
Demetrius's halbardicrs, for want of lunchions of 
bread. Art thou here, friar John ? Pr'ythee, ddar, 
dear cod, stay by me ; I am almost dead with fear. 
Bast thou got thy bilbo ? Alas ! poor pilgarlic is 
defenceless : I am a naked man thou knowest ; let 

!s go back* .Zoons, fear nothing, cried friar John, 
an by thee/ and have thee fast by the collar: 

eighteen, 
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heaven would sooner send down a shower of them : 
even as in Provence, in the fields of la Crau, near 
Mariane, there rained stones (they are there to this 
day) to help Hercules, who otherwise wanted where- 
withal to fight Neptune's two bastards. But whi- 
ther are we bound ? Are we a going to the little 
children's limbo ? By Pluto they will bepaw and 
conskito us all. Or are we going to hell for orders ? 
By cob's body, Pit hamper, bethwack, and belabour 
all the devils, now I have some vine-leaves in my 
thoes. Thou shalt see me lay about me like mad, 
old boy. Which way ? where the devil are they I 
I fear nothing but their damned horns : but cuckold- 
dy Pan urge's bull's feather will altogether secure me 
from them. 

Lo ! in a prophetic spirit I already see him, like 
another Ac taeon, horned, horny, hornified. Pr'ythee, 
quoth Pan urge, take heed thyself, dear frater, lest, 
till monks have leave to marry, thou wed'st some- 
thing thou dost not like, as some quartan ague : if 
thou dost, may I never come safe and sound out of 
this hypogeum, this subterranean cave, if I don't 
tup and ram that disease merely for the sake of 
making thee a cornuted, corriiferous property : other- 
wise I fancy the quartan ague is but an indifferent 
bed- fellow. I remember Gripe men- all threatened 
to wed thee to some such thing, for which thou call- 
edst him heretic. 

Here our splendid lantern interrupted them, letting 
us know this was the place * where we were to have 
N 5 a taste 

* Where we xoere to h\ve a taste of the creature.] Ij should be,, 
where we were to observe taciturnity : favere Unguis : M'hich in the 
sacrifices, and other religious ceremonies of the Romans, signified to 
keep silence : favorare being the same as favere Unguis, ,But this word, 
by the printer's fault, used to be written savor are, which occasioned thft, 
1 tbutake above. 
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9 taste of the creature, and be silent ; {ridding us not 
despair of having the word of the bottle before we 
went back', since we had lined our shoes with Tine- 
leaves. 

Come on then, cried Pan urge, let's charge through 
- and through all the devils of hell ; we can but pe- 
rish, and that's soon done : however, I thought to 
have reserve^ my life for some mighty battle. Move, 
move, move forwards ; I am as stout as Hercules, 
my breeches are full of courage : my heart trembles 
a little, I own ; but that's only an effect of the coldV 
ne$s and dampness of this vault ; 'tis neither fear nor 
an ague. Gome on, move on, piss, .pish, push on. 
^fy name's William Dreadnought. 



CHAP. XXXVII. 

HOW TOE TEMPLE GATES IK A WONDERFUL MANNER 
OPENED OF THEMSELVES. 

, After we were got down the steps, we came to a 
portal of fine jasper, of Doric order, on whose front 
we read this sentence in the finest gold, EN '01 NO 
AAH0 EI A; that is, In wine, truth, The two 
folding doors of the gate were of * Corinthian-like 
brass, massy, wrought with little vine- branches, 
finely embossed and engraven, and were equally join- 
ed and closed together in their mortaise without any 
padlock, key chain, or tie whatsoever. Where they 
joined, there hanged an Indian loadstone as big as 
an Egyptian bean, set in gold, having two points, 
hexagonal, in a right line ; and on each side, towards 
the wall, hanged a handful of + scordium. 

There 

* Corinthian-like brass.] See Pliny, 1. 34, c. 2. Corinthian brass 
it held to be a mixture of gold, silver, and brass, 
f Scordium, #c] Wrong : Rabelais fays, une poignie de scor- 
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* There our noble lantern desired us not to take it 
amiss that she went no further with us, 1 earing us 
wholly to the conduct of the priestess Bacbuc : for 
shjj herself was not allowed to go in, for certain 

♦ . causes rather to be concealed than revealed to mor- 
tals. However, she advised us to be resolute and 
secure, and to trust to her for the return. She then 
pulled the loadstone that hanged at the- folding of the 
gates, and th rowed it into a silver box fixed for that 
purpose : which done, from the threshold of each 
gate she drew a twine of crimson silk about nine 
foot long, by which the scordium hanged, and hav- 
ing fastened it to two gold buckles that hanged at 
the sides, she withdrew. 

Immediately the gates * flew open without being 
touched: not with a creaking, or loud harsh noise, 
like that made by heavy brazen gates; but with a 
soft pleasing murmur that resounded through the 
arches of the temple. 

Pantagruel soon knew the cause of it, having dis- 
covered a small cylinder or roller that joined the 
gates over the threshold, and, turning like them to- 
wards the wall on a hard well-polished ophites stone, 
With tubbing and rolling, caused that harmonious 
murmur. 

I wondered how the gates thus opened of them- 
selves to the right and left, and after we were all 
got in, I cast my eye between' the gates and the wall, 
to endeavour to know how this happened : for one 
would have thought our kind lantern had put be- 
N6 tween 

don, i. e. a handful of garlic : cmofio* in Greek : not <rxop5/o*j scor- 
dium, which is another herb, qu<e allii bdorem resipit (says Robin- 
son's lexicon ;) it has indeed the smell of garlic and no more. In 
nutlienis morbis efficax, continues Robinson, speaking of scordium : 
called by the French chamaras, not Z'ai/. Erroneously thcrefpre, 
here, and elsewhere in the same chapter, have the editors of Rabelais'* 
worksprinted scordeon sometimes, and sometimes scordion. 

* Flew open.] This is in imitation of the description of Apolidon's 
palace inch, xi. of b. iv.of Amadis de Gaul. 
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t-weeh the gates the herb aetWopis, wMeli they say 
opens some things that are shut: but I perceived 
that the parts of the gates that joined on the inside 
were covered with steel; and just where the said 
gates touched when they were opened, I saw two- 
square * Indian loadstones, of a blueish hue, well 
polished, and half a span broad, mortalsed in the 
temple wall. Now, by the hidden and admirable 
power of the loadstones, the steel plates were put 
into motion, and consequently the gates were slowly 
drawn : however, not always, but when tMe said 
loadstone on the outside was removed, after which 
the steel was freed from its power, the two bunches 
of scordium being at the same time put at some 
distance, because it + deadens the magnes, and roba 
it of its attractive virtue. 

, t>n the loadstone that was placed on the right side, 
the following iambic verse was curiously^ng raven in 
ancient Roman characters : 

J Ducunt volentem fata, nolentem trahunt* 
Pate leads the willing, and th* unwilling § draws. 

The following sentence was neatly cut in the load- 
stone that was on the left: 

A LL THINGS TEND TO THEIR END. 

CHAP. 

* Indian loadstones, ,} Before, in 1. 4, 6hV 62, the loadstone is 
mentioned as a stone, in ancient times, found in Ida in tbe country of 
Phrygia, as is said by Pliny, 1. 5 t ch. 30 & 36. Here Rabelais 
speaks of the Indian loadstone, whose virtue he believed to be so 
much the stronger, as in I. 7, of Ptolomy's geog. ch. 2, he had read, 
that in the islands called Manioles, such ships, as had iron pins, or 
nails in them, stopt short on their way, without any possibility of 
proceeding any farth er, because of the loadstone which the adjoining 
fend abounded with. 

+ Deadens the magnets,] See preface to Pliny's 20th book. 

I Ducunt volentem, &c] This verse is none of Seneca the tra- 
gedian's, as Erasmus took it to be in his adages, at the word fato non 
Tfpugnandum. The ti ought is m some of the Greek iambics of the 
stoic Cleanthes, from whence Epictetns taking it, and putting it into 
nis mauuel, tbe ether Seneca, who fancied it beautiful enough to make 
fresh use of it, put into Latin iambics Clean! he^s Greek ones, and 
inserted 'em in the CVIIth of his epistles. 

§ Draws.] Or drags, which the reader please*. Some edition* 
&ave it tirent> others truinenU 
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CHAP. XX'XVIII. 



of the tipple's Admirable pAVEMEirtf. 

When I had read those Inscriptions, I admired 
the beauty of the temple, and particularly the 'tils- 
position ofits pavement, with which no work that 'is 
now, or has been under the cope of heaven, can 
justly be compared : not that of the temple of for- 
tune at Praeneste in Sylla's time ; or the pavement &f 
the Greeks, called * asarotum, laid by So4istratu» 
In Pergamus. 'For this here was wholly in com- 
partments of precious stones, all in their natural co- 
lours. One of red jasper, most charmingly spotted. 
Another of + ophites. A third of porphyry. A 
fourth of J lycophtalmy, a stone of four different 
colours, powdered with sparks of gold, as smUlf to 
atoms. A fifth of agate, streaked here and there 
with small milk coloured waves. A sixth of § costly 
chalcedony. And another of green jasper, with 
certain red and yellowish veins. And all these 
were disposed in a diagonal line. 

At the portico, some small stones were inlaid, and 
evenly joined on the floor, all in their native colours, 
to embellish the design of the figures.; and they were 
ordered ur such a manner, that you would have 
thought some vine-leaves and branches had been 
carelessly strewed on the pavement: for in some 



* Asarotum.1 See Pliny, 1. 36, eh. 35. 

f See Pliny, ». 35, c. 1, 8cc. Read ophites, not ophir or ophire, as 
in some editions of Rabelais. 

J Jjycop}*talmy.~\ See Pliny, 1. 37, ch. xi. All (he editions have 
either licoptahny, or Hcopthalpiy, ©r licoohlhalmy : but the true spel- 
ling is I yco|>hi balmy, from Awt^taX/*®*. 

$ Costly chalcedony ] Cassidoinc'oy corruption. See Sa'masiusott 
Colinus. Costly, because the vases made or this stone are very sub- 
ject to crack or break. Murthxna ft cryslattina ffocula) ex eaderrt 
terra effbdirnus. qulbus pretiitmfacerct ipsafragituas, lays Pliny, ia 
pr*f.of33.U 
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places they were thick, and thin in others. That 
inlaying was very wonderful every where : here were 
seen, as it were in the shade, some snails crawling 
on the grapes; there, little lizards running on 
Jthe branches : on this side, were grapes that seemed 
yet greenish ; 4 on another, some clusters that seemed 
full ripe, so like the true, that they could as easily 
.hare deceived starlings, and other birds, as those 
which Zeuxis drew* 

Nay, we ourselves were deceived ; for where the 
artist seemed to have strowcd the vine-branches 
thickest, we could not forbear walking with great 
, strides, lest we' should entangle our feet, just as 
people go over an unequal 'stony place. 

I then cast my eyes on the roof and walls of the 
. temple, that were all pargetted with porphyry and 
mosaic work; which from the left side at the 
coming in, most admirably represented the battle, 
in which the good Bacchus overthrew the Indians ; 
as followeth. 



CHAP. XXXIX. 

HOW WE SAW BACCHUS'S ARMY DRAWN UP IN BAT- 
TALIA. IN MOSAIC WORK. 

At the beginning, divers towns, hamlets, castles, 
fortresses, and forests were seen in flames; and 
several mad and loose women, who furiously ripped 
up, and tore live calves, sheep, and lambs, limb 
from limb, and devoured their flesh. There we 
learned how * Bacchus, at his coming into India, 
destroyed all things with fire and sword. 

Notwithstanding this, he was so despised by the 

Indians, 

* Bacchic, &c] This chapter is taken from Luciau't discourse, 
intituled Bacchus*. 1 
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Indians, that they did not think it worth their while 
to stop his progress ; haying been certainly informed 
by their spies, that his camp was destitute of war- 
riors, and that he had only with him a crew of 
drunken females, a low-built, old, effeminate, sot- 
tish fellow, continually addled, and as drunk as a 
wheel-barrow, with a pack of young clownish dod- 
dipoles, stark naked, always skipping and frisking 
1 up and down, with tails and horns like those of 
young kids- 

For this reason the Indians had resolved to let 
them go through their country without the least op- 
position, esteeming a victory over such enemies more 
dishonourable than glorious. 

In the mean time, Bacchus marched on, burning 
every thing ; for, as you know, fire and thunder 
are his paternal arms ; Jupiter having saluted his 
mother Semele with his thunder; so that his maternal 
house was ruined by fire. Bacchus aslo caused a 
great deal of blood to be spilt; whieh, when he is 
roused and angered, principally in war, is as natural 
to him, as to make some in time of peace. 

Thus the plains of the island of Samos, arc called 
* Panema, which signifies all bloody, because Bac- 
chus there overtdok the Amazons, who fled from the 
country of Ephesus, and there let them blood, so 
that they all died of phlebotomy. This may give 
you a better insight into the meaning of an ancient 
proverb, than Aristotle does in his problems ; viz. 
Why 'twas formerly said, Neither eat, -f-nor sow any 

mint- 

* Panema.'] See Plutarch in his questions about Greek affairs, 
ch. 96. 

f Nor sow any mint.'] The reason of this proverb is not that mint 
being cold of itself, as Aristotle supposed, the using it would be bad 
for those whose trade is to fight. Mint has so little of this quality, 
that, according to Dioscorides, Hippocrates, and jEtius, it provokes 
urine, and causes seed to abound so as ~to slip away involuntarily by 
being too thin. The reason of the proverb is, rather because by 
exciting too much to love, those who have exhausted themselves in the 

wars 
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inirtt In time of war. The reason is, that blows ate 
given in time of war without any distinction of parte 
'or'person?; and if a man that's wounded has that 
day handled or eaten any mint, 'tis impossible, or 
Ht least rery hard, to staitnch his blood. ' 

After this, Bacchus was seen marching in battalia^ 
tiding in a stately chariot, drawn by six young leo- 
pards. He looked as young as a child, to shew that 
all good topers never grow old : he was lis red as a 
cherry, or a cherub, which you please; and had no 
more hair on his chin, than there is in the inside of 
my hand: his forehead was graced with pointed 
'boras, abk)*e which, he wbre a* fine crown or gar- 
land of vine- leaves and grapes, and a mitre of crim- 
son velvet, having also gilt bnsferns on. 

He had not one man with him, that looked like a 
man; his guards, and all his forces, consisted wholly 
of bassarides, evar.tes, enhyades, edonides, triethe- 
rides, ogygiae, mimallonides, ma?nades,'thyiades, and 
bacchides frantic, taking, raging, furious, mad wo- 
men, begirt with live snakes and serpents, itfstead of 
girdles, their dishevelled hair flowing about their 
jfthoulders, with garlands of vine-branches' instead of 
forehead-cloths, flad with stags or goats-skftis, and 
armed With torches, javelins, spears, and halbcrts, 
whose ends were like pr^e- apples : besides, they had 
certain small light bucklers, that gave a loud sound 
if yon touched them never so little, and these served 
them instead of drums : they were just seventy nine 
thousand two hundred twenty-seven. 

Silenus, who led' the van, was one on whom Bac- 
chus 

•wan of Venus must of necessity be less in » readiness for those of 
Bellona. There is,, however, one way, and but One, to reconcile 
Aristotle with Hippocrates and the physicians, and that is, in Aristo- 
tle, to pead xarMTvmut, liquifies, instead of xara^xfyit, debilitates, 
or cowardizvs, to come as near as I can 10 du Chat J s superannuated 
word ailachir. This is the sentiment of Jerome Mercurialis, 1. 4, c. 

of his various readings. See Lud, Nonnlua, 1. 1, c. 20, of his £• 
te ciUuja. - 
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chns relied very much, having formerly had many 
proofs of his valour and conduct. He was a diminu- 
tive, stooping, palsied, plump, gorbeliied, okl fellow, 
with a swinging pair of stiff- standing lugs of his 
own, a sharp Roman nose, large, rough eyebrows, 
mounted on a well-hung ass : in his fist he held a 
staff to lean upon, and also bravely to fight, when- 
ever he had occasion to alight; and he was dressed 
in a woman's yellow gown. His followers were all 
young, wild, clownish people, as hornified as so 
many kids, and as fell as so many tigers, naked, and 
perpetually singing and dancing country dances : 
they were called tityri and satyrs ; and were in all 
eighty five thousand one hundred and thirty-three. 

Pan, who brought up the rear, was a monstrous 
sort of a thing : for his lower parts were like a goat's, 
his thighs hairy, and his horns bolt upright; a crim- 
son fiery phiz, and a beard that was none of the 
shortest. He was a bold, stout, daring, desperate 
fellow, very apt to take pepper in the nose for yea 
and nay. 

In his left hand he held a pipe, and a crooked 
stick in his right. His forces consisted also whollj 
of satyr*, segipanes, agripanes, sylvans, fauns, lo- 
rn u res, lares, elves, and hobgoblins ; and their num- 
ber was seventy eight thousand one hundred and 
fourteen. The signal or word common to all the 
army, was euohe. 



CHAP. XL. 

HOW THE BATTLE, IN "WHICH THE GOOD BACCHUS 
OVERTHREW THE INDIANS, WAS REPRESENTED IN 
MOSAIC WORK. 

In the next place we saw the representation of the 
good Bacchus's engagement with the Indians. Si* 

lenus. 
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lenus, who led the Tan, was sweating, puffing, and 
blowing, belabouring his ass most grievously ; the 
ass dreadfully opened its wide jaws, drove away the 
flies that plagued it, winced, flounced, went back, 
and bestirred itself in a most terrible manner, as if 
some damned gad-bee had stung it at the breech. 

The satyrs, captains, Serjeants, and corporals of 
companies, sounding * the orgies with cornets, in a 
furious manner went round the army, skippiug, ca- 
pering, bounding, jerking, farting, flying out at 
heels, kicking and prancing like mad, encouraging 
their company to fight bravely ; and ail the deline- 
ated army cried out Euohe ! 

First' the menades charged the Indians with dread- 
ful shouts, and a horrid din of their brazen drums 
' • anil bucklers : the air rung again all-around, as the 
inosaic work well expressed it. And pray* for the 
future don't so much admire f Apelles, Aristides the 
Theban, and ethers who drew J claps of thunder, 
lightnings, winds, words* manners and spirits. 

We then saw the Indian army, who had at last 
taken the field, to prevent the devastation of the rest 
.if their country. In the front were the elephants, 
with castles well garrisoned on their backs; But the 
arnty and themselves were put into disorder ; the 
dreadful cries of the bacchjdes having filled them with 
consternation, and those huge animals turned tail, 
x and trampled on the men of their party. 

There you might have seen gaffer Silenus on his 
ass, putting on as hard as he could, striking athwart 

and 

* The orgies.'] The old editions have orties ; that of 1600, as well 
as tfcenew editions, orgies, which is the name given to the festivals of 
Bacchus. Jtfow, as this passage is taken out of Lucian, who says, that 
in the heat of the battle fought by Bacchus against the Indians, a satyr 
of his army sung an orthie, orthium carmen, I make no question, but . 
that we ought to read orthie, opQte vofxost ajort of poem which Hero- 
dotus, lib. 1, ch. 24, and Aulus Gellius, 1. 16, c, 19, tell us Arioa 
tuned his hart) to before he was flung into the sea. 
;+ Apelies^ See Pliny, 1. 35, c. 10. 9 
f Claps of thunder, &c] See Pliny in the same place. 
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and alongst; and laying about him lustily with hii 
staff, after the old fashion of fencing. -His ass was 
prancing and making after the elephants, gaping and 
martially braying, as it were to sound a charge, as he 
did when formerly in the, bacchanalian feasts, he 
waked the * nymph Lottis, when Priapus, full of 
priapism, had a mind to priapise, + white the pretty 
creature was taking a nap. 

There you might have seen Pan frisk it with his 
goatish shanks about the maenades, and with his rus- 
tic pipe excite them to behave themselves like 
maenades. 

A little further you might have blessed your eyes 
with the sight of a young satyr who led seventeen 
kings his prisoners ; and a Bacchis who, with her 
snakes, hauled along no less than two and forty cap* 
tains ; a little faun, who carried a whole dozen of 
standards taken on the enemy ; and goodman Bac- 
chus on his chariot, riding to and fro fearless of 
danger, making much of his dear carcass, and cheer* 
fully toping to all his merry friends. 

Finally, we«aw the representation of his triumph, 
which was thus. First, his chariot was wholly cover- 
ed with ivy, gathered on the mountain Meros : this 
for its scarcity, which you know raises the price of 
every thing, and principally of J those leaves in In* 
dia. In this Alexander the great followed his exam- 
ple at his Indian triumph. The chariot was drawn 
by elephants joined together, wherein he was imi- 
tated by Pompey the great, at Rome r in his African 
triumph. In it the good Bacchus was seen, drinking 
out of a mighty urn, which action Marius aped after 
his victory over the Cimbri § near Aix in Provence*. 

All 

* Nymph Lottis.] See Ovid's metam. lib. 9. 



f While the pretty creatures, Sec] , See before lib. 3, cap. B. 
J Those leave* in India.] It is Theophrastus's opinion, in lib. 16, 
cap. 34, of Pliny, that throughout India there grows no ivy. Thus, 
we are to read India, in this place, conformable to the old editions, not 
ida, as the new ones have it. «l 
f Afar Aix\ See Pliny, lib. 33, cap. 11. 
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All his army were crowned with ivy ; their javelins, 
bucklers, aod dnrars^ were also wholly coTered with 
it j there was not so much as Silenus's ass, but was 
betrapped with it. 

The Indian kings were fastened with chains of 
gold close by the wheels of the chariot ; ail the com- 
pany marched in pomp with unspeakable joy, loaded 
with an infinite number of trophies, pageants, and 
spoils, playing gnd singing merry *£pinicium8j songs 
of triumph, and also rural lays and dithyrambs. 

At the farthest end was a prospect of the land of 
Egypt ; the Nile with its crocodiles, marmosets, 
+ ibides, monkeys, trochilos.'s, or wrens, ichneu- 
mons, or Pharaoh's mice, hippopotami, or sea-horses, . 
and other creatures its guests and neighbours. Bac* - 
thus was moving towards .that country under the 
conduct of a couple of homed beasts, on one of 
which was written in gold, Apis> and Osiris on the 
trther ; because no ox. or cow had been seen in Egypt 
till Bacchus came thither, 



, CHAP. XLL 

HOW THE -TEMPLE WAS IXLtTHtlTATfiD WITH A WO»- 

• . • DERFUL LAMP. 

, - % 

Bef6re I proceed to the description of the bottle, 
I'll give you that of an admirable lamp, that dis- 
pensed so large a light over all the temple, that, 
though it lay under ground, we conld distinguish 
every object as clearly as above it at noon-day. - 

In 

* Epinicium.] Songs of victory , from the Greek wxn, victory. 

f /Infer.] A kind of stork, very black, hath the leg* of a crane* 
•nd a long crooked bill. See Herodotus, lib. 2, and 'Pliny, lib. 8, cap. 
87; Cicero (lib. I, denat. deor.) And PHny (lib. 10, cap. SB,) cail 
these storks ibes; but our author chofc' rather to follow the usnal de> 
•teowon of the Latin genitive. 
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In the middle of the roof was fixed a ring of massy 
gold, as thick as my clenched fist. Three chains 
somewhat less, most curiously wrought, hang about 
two foot and a half below it, and in a triangle sup- 
ported a round plate of fine gold, whose diameter or 
breadth did not exceed two cubits and half a span* 
There were four holes in it, in each of which an, 
empty ball was fastened, hollow within, and open, 
o'top, like a little lamp; its circumference about 
two hands breadth: each ball was of precious 
stone ; one an amethyst, another an African carhuo* 
cle, the third an opale,and the fourth an anthracites: 
they were full of burning water, five times distilled in 
a serpentine lymbeck, and inconsumptiblc, like the 
oil formerly put into * Pal las' s golden lamp at Aero* 
polis of Athens by Callimachus. In each of them 
was a flaming wick, partly of asbestine flax, as of old 
in the temple of Jupiter Ammon, such as those which ' 
Cleombrotus, a most studious philosopher, s^w; and 
partly of carpasian flax, which were rather renewed 
than consumed by the fire* 

About two foot and a half below that gold plate, 
the three chains were fasteued to three handles, that 
were fixed to a large round lamp of most pure chryg* 
tal, whose diameter was a cubit and a half, and 
opened about two bauds breadth o'top ; by which 
open place a vessel of the same chrystal, shaped 
somewhat like the lower part of a gourd. like lym- 
beck, or an urinal, was put at the bottom of. the 
great lamp, with such a quantity of the afore-men- 
tioned burning water, that the flame of asbestine 
wick reached the centre of the great lamp. This 
made all its spherical body seem to burn and be in a 
flame, because the fire was just at the centre and 
middle point : so that it was not more easy to fix the 
- eye on it, than on the disk of the sun ; the matter 

being 

* Pallors golden lamp, Jcc] See Plutarch of oracles, and Pausa* 
iiiaa'g attics. 
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being wonderfully bright and shining, and the work 
most transparent and dazzling, by the reflection of the 
rarious colours of the precious stones, whereof the 
fooT small lamps above the main lamp were made, 
and their lustre was still variously glittering all over 
the temple. Then this wandering light being darted 
on the polished marble and agate, with which all the 
inside of the temple was pargetted, our eyes were en- 
tertained with a sight of all the-admirable colours 
which the rainbow can boast, when the sun darts his 
fiery rays on some dropping clouds. 

The design of the lamp was admirable ia itself, 
but, in my opinion, what added much to the beauty 
of the whole, was, that round the body of the chrys- 
tal lamp, there was carved in cataglyphic work, a 
lively and pleasant battle of naked boys, mounted on 
little hobby-horses, with little whirligig lances and 
shields, that seemed made of vine-branches with 
grapes on them : their postures generally were very 
different, and their childish strife and motions were 
so ingeniously expressed, that art equalled nature in 
every proportion and action. Neither did this seem 
engraved, but rather hewed out and imbossed, in 
relief, or, at least like grotesque, which by the artist's 
skill has the appearance of the roundness of the ob- 
ject it represents : this was partly the effect of the 
various and most charming light, which flowing out 
of the lamp, filled the carved places with its glorious 
rays. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLIL 

BOW THE PRIESTESS BACBUC SHEWED US * A FAN- 
TASTIC FOUNTAIN IN THE TEMPLE ; AND HOW THE 
FOVNTAIN-WATE& f HAD THE TASTE OF WINE, 
ACCORDING TO THE IMAGINATION OF THOSE WHO 
DRANK OF IT. 

While we were, admiring this incomparable lamp, 
and the stupendous structure of the temple, the 
venerable priestess Bacbuc, and her attendants, came 
to us with jolly smiling looks ; and seeing us duly 
accoutred, without the least difficulty, took us into 
the middle of the temple, where, just under the 
aforesaid lamp, was the fine fantastic fountain. She 
then ordered some cups, goblets, and talboys of gold, 
silver, and crystal to be brought, and kindly invited 
us to drink of the liquor that sprung there, which we 
readily did: for to say the truth, this J fantastic 
fountain was very inviting, and its materials and. 
workmanship more precious, rare, and admirable 
than any thing Plato erer dreamt of in limbo. 

Its basis or ground- work was of most pure and 
limpid alabaster, and its height somewhat more than * 

three 

* A fantastic fountain, &c] This and the next /chapter (as they - 
stood in the former editions) make really but one, though Mr. M. 
made two of them ; the first of which contained but eight lines, ao* 
cording to him, and ended at the words fantastic fountain. * , 

f Had the taste of wine, &c] Pliny, lib. 2, cap. 103, say's, on 
the credit of Mutianus, that in the isle of Andros, in the temple of 
Bacchus, there was a fountain which every year, on the fifth of Janu- 
ary, never failed having the taste 01* wine. Baccius de Thermis, 
lib. 6, 'cap. 22, gives abundance of examples of such vinous springs. 

% Fantastic fountain,] Fantastic, inasmuch as the liquor which 
flowed from it, had the taste of whatever sort of wine the drinker 
landed he was drinking, or had a fancy to drink ; which last, upon 
second thoughts, I lake to bt the true meaning of M. du Chat'* 
voids : avoit en fantaisit de boire, Judicet lector, I suspect H to be 
a flirt at the scripture, 
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three spans ; being a regular heptagon on the out- 
side, with its stylobates or footsteps, arulets, cyma- 
sults or blunt tops, and doric undulations about it. 
It was exactly round within. On the middle point 
<kf each angle brink stood a piHar orbiculated, ia 
form of a circle of ivory or alabaster. These were 
seven in number, according to the number of the 
angles. 

Each pillar's length, from the basis to the archi- 
traves, was near seven- hands, taking an exact dimen- 
sion of its diameter through the centre of its circum- 
ference and inward roundness; and it wa§ so disposed, 
that casting our eyes behind one of them, whatever 
its cube might be, to view its opposite, we found 
that the pyramidal cone of our visual light ended at 
the said centre, and there, by the two opposites, 
formed an equilateral triangle, whose two lines 
divided the pillar into two equal parts. 

That which we had a mind to measure, going from 
one side to another, two pillars over, at the 
first third part of the distance between them, was 
met by their lowermost and fundamental line,. which 
in a consult line drawn as far as the universal centre, 
equally divided, gave, in a just partition, the distance 
of the seven opposite pillars in a right line ; beginning 
at the obtuse angle on the brink : as you know that 
an angle is always found placed between two other* 
in al! angular figures odd in number. 

This tacitly gives us to understand, that seven se- 
midiametcrs are in geometrical proportion, compass 
and distance, somewhat less than the circumference 
of a circle, from the figure of which they are ex- 
tracted ; that is to say, three whole parts, with an 
eighth and a half, a little more ; or a seventh and a 
half, a little less ; according to the instructions given 
us of old by Euclid, Aristotle, Archimedes, and 
others. 3 

The 
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The first pillar, I mean that which faced the tem- 
ple gate, was of azure, sky- coloured sapphire. 

The second of hyacinth, a precious stone, exactly 
of the colour of the flower into which Ajax's chole- 
ric blood was transformed ; the Greek letters A I, 
being seen on it in many places, 

The third an anachite diamond, as bright and glit- 
tering as lightning. 

The fourth a masculin ruby ballais (peach- colour, 
cd) amethystising, its flame and lustre ending in vio- 
let or purple, like an amethyst. 

The filth an emerald, above five hundred and fifty 
times more precious than that of * Serapis in the 
labyrinth of the Egyptians, and more verdant and 
shining than those that were fixed instead of eyes in 
the marble lion's head, near king + Hermias's tomb. 

The sixth of agate, more admirable and various in 
the distinctions of its veins, clouds, and colours, than 
that which J Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, so mightily 
esteemed. 

The seventh of syenites, transparent, of the colour 
of a beril, and the clear hue of hymctian honey; 
and within it the moon was seen, such as we see in 
the sky, § silent, full, new, and in the wain. 

These stones wore assigned to the seven heavenly 
planets by the ancient Chaldeans ; and that the mean- 
est capacities might be informed of this, just at the 
central perpendicular line, on the chapiter of the 
fir&t pillar, which was of sapphire, stood the image of 
Saturn in || elutian lead 5 with his scythe in his hand, 

and 

* SerapisA See Pliny, ?. 37, c.5. 

t Hermi<fs y s.~] See ibidem. 

I Pyrrkus.] See Pliny, I. 37, c. 1. 

f Sueni moon.] The new moon not yet shining. Camb. diet. 
luna s'tlcus, Virg. sy nodical in Gr. 

|j Elutian lead,] M. M.'s translation, being don* from none of 
the best editions, either ancient or modern, lias it eliacim lead, and 
others eliciam, but the right reading is elatian lead, agreeable to Pliny, 
i. 34, c. 16, where he calls this leadelutium, ab aqua cludo^c. 

Vol. IV. O 
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aod at His, feet a* crane of gold,, very: artftilry enamel- 
led accenting to? th*. natUe hae of the saturnine 
bird* 

Qa tJtesucondV which was *l hyacinth toward**!* 
lrf<V Jupiter safe Men. in jovetia* brassy and on bis 
breast an eagle of gold emmeUed to the Kfe. 

Qfctfce third was Bboabus in. the purest gold\ and 
a white cock in his right hand. 

Qk the kmcih was Man i» Corinthian brass, and a 
lam aft hia feet. 

On the fifth was Venus tn copper, the metal of 
which. * Arissusudas. mada Afhama&'s statue, that 
aaprassed iiL a blushing whiteness his concision at 
the sight of hiraoa Learchns^. who* died at his feet* of 
tfail. 

Oft the sixth, was Mercury in hydra rgyre ; I would 
have said quicksilver, bad it not been fixed, malle- 
able* and; unmowrable : that: nimble fatty had a storfc 
ait hit fee tv 

On the seventh was the moon in silver, with a 
greyhound at her feet; 

The size of these statues was somewhat more than a 
tUnLpa**o£the pillarson which they stood ; and they 
were so admirably wrought, according to mathema- 
tical proportion > that + Polycletus's canon (or rule) 
oouldihardly; h&vestood in competition with them. 

Thft basis of the pillars, the chapiters, the archie 
traves^ zoophores and cocnices, were Phrygian work 
of massy gokVy purer and finer than any that is found 
to the rivers* £ Letde near Montpellier, Gauges io 
Ihdia, Po in Italy, Hebrus in Thrace, Tagus in Spain, 
and § Pactolus in Lydia. 

The small arches between the pillars were of the 
same precious stone, of which the pillars next to them 

were. 

* AristonkfaST Not Aristwnidei* a» M. M. has it. See Pliny, 

k34,c.l.4, 

}P6lycletus % s cenon or rule.] See Pliny, !. 34, c. 6. 
+ River LetdiJ] The Lez. From Leo us. v 
§ Pactolu*.] PHny, T. 33, c. 4* 
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were. Thus that arch was of sapphire which ended at 
the hyacinth pillar; and that was of hyacinth which 
went towards the diamond, and so on. 

Above the arches and chapiters of the pillars, on 
the inward front, a cupola was raised to coyer the 
fountain : it was surrounded by the planetary sta- 
tues, heptagonal at the bottom, and spherical o'top ; 
and of crystal so pure, transparent, Well-polished, 
whole and uniform in all its parts, without reins, 
clouds, flaws, or streaks, that *" Xendcrates never 
saw such a one in his life. 

Within it were seen the twelve signs of the zodiac, 
the twelve months of the.year, with their properties, 
the twx> equinoxes, the ecliptic line, with some of the 
most remarkable fixed stars about the antartic pole, 
and elsewhere, so curiously engraven, that I fancied 
them to be the workmanship of t king Necepsus, or 
Petosiris the ancient mathematician. 

On the top of the cupola, just over the centre of 
the fountain , were three noble long pearls, all of one 
size, pear fashion, perfectly imitating a tear, and so 
joined together as to represent a flower-de-lis or lilly, 
each of the flowers seeming above a hand's breadth. 
A carbuncle jetted out of its calix' or cup, as big as 
an ostrich's egg, cut seven square (that number so 
beloved of nature) and so prodigiously glorious, that 
the sight of it had like to have made us blind ; for the 
fiery sun, or the pointed lightning, are not more 
dazzling and unsufferably bright. 

Now were some judicious appraisers to jinfge* of* 
the value of this incomparable fountain, and the 
lamp of which we have spoke, they would undoubt- 
edly affirm, it exceeds that of all the treasures and 
curiosities in Europe, Asia, and Africa put together. 
For that carbuncle alone would have darkened t the 
O 2 pantharb 

* Xcnocrates.'] Pliny, I. 37, c. 2. 

•f King Necepsus t &c\] Pliny, 1. 7, c. 49. 

X Tke pantharb, &c] See Pliilostratus, I. 3, r. 1^, of Apollouius' 
life. Heliodoruc likewise speaks of this stone. 
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pantharb of Iarchas the Indian magician, with as 
much ease as the sun. outshines and dims the staid 
with his meridian rays. 

. Now let Cleopatra, that Egyptian queen, boast of 
her pair -of .pendants, those two pearls, one of which 
she caused to be * dissolved in vinegar in the pre* 
sence of Anthony the triumvir, her gallant ! 

Or let j- Pompeia Plautina be proud of 4ier- dress 
•overed all over with emeralds and <pearls curiously 
intermixed, she who attracted the eyes of all Rome, 
and was said to be the grave- pit and magazine of the 
conquering robbers of the universe. 

The fountain had three tubes or channels of right 
pearl, seated in three equilateral angles already men- 
tioned, extended on the margin; and -those channels 
proceeded in a snail-like line, winding equally on 
both sides. 

We looked on them a while, and had cast our 
eyes on another side, when Bacbuc directed us to 
watch the water .: we then heard a most harmonious 
sound, yet somewhat stopped by starts, far distant, 
and subterranean ; by which means it was still more 
pleasing than if it had been free, uninterrupted, and 
near us; so that pur minds were as agreeably enter- 
tained through our ears with that charming melody, 
as they were through the windows of our ej£s, with 
those delightful objects. 

Bacbuc then said, Your philosophers will not 
allow that motion is begot by the power of figures-; 
look here, and see the contrary. By that single 
snail-like motion, equally divided as you see, and a 
five-fold infoliature, moveable at every inward meet* 
ing, such as is the vena cava, where it enters into 
the right ventricle of the heart; just so is the flowing 

of 

* fiinohxdin vinegar.] See fMi»y, 1. 9,c 35, aod Macrobius's 
saturnalia, 1. 3, c. 17. 

f Pompeia Plautina.} Rabelais, who it's probable wrote from his 
memory, is mistaken here, and bad forgot that PJiny, 1* 6,c, 35 9 caJIs 
this lady Lollia Pauliaa. , 
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of this fountain, and by it an harmony ascends as 
high as your world's ocean. 

She then ordered her attendants to make us drink ; 
and to tell you the truth of the matter as near as pos- 
sible, we are not, heaven be praised I of the nature 
of a drove of calf-lollies, who (* as your sparrows 
can't feed unless you bob them on the tail) must be 
rib -roasted with tough crab- tree, and firked into a 
stomach, or at least into an humour to eat or drink : 
no, we know better things, and scorn to scorn any 
man's civility, who civilly invites us to a drinking 
bout. Bacbuc asked us then, how we liked our tiff. 
Wc answered, that it seemed to us good harmless 
sober Adam's liquor, fit to keep a man in the right 
way, and, in a word, mere element ; more cool and 
clear than Argy routes in iEtolia, Peneus in Thes- 
saly, Axius in Mygdonia, or Cydnus in Cilicia, a 
tempting sight of whose cool silver stream caused 
Alexander to prefer the short-lived pleasure of bath- 
ing himself in it, to the inconveniences which he 
could not but foresee would attend so ill-timed an 
action. 

This, said Bacbuc, comes of not considering with 
ourselves, or understanding the motions of the mus- 
culous tongue, when the drink glides on it in its way 
to the stomach. Tell me, noble strangers, are your 
throats lined, paved, or enamelled, as formerly was 
that of + Pithyllus, nick- named Theutes, that you 
can have missed the taste, relish, and flavour of this 
divine liquor ? Here, said she, turning towards her 
gentlewoman, bring my scrubbing brushes, you 
O 3 know 

* As your sparrows, ice] Here the author lias in his eye the 
badauds (cockneys we call 'em) of Paris. He before, in 1. 2, c. 14, 
calls 'em buvercuux (i. e. sippers, small drinkers, though it may mean 
vater-dt inkers) because, as Budaeus observes, I. 5, of his de asse, the 
people of P.iris, generally, drink but little wine. Rabelais calls 'ein 
calves (veaux.) Now to play the calf, is properly to play the cockney 
(badavd. } This badaud may well enough come from viietlus, 

f Filhyllus.] See Athenaus, 1, l f u 6. 
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jtqayr wUck, 4of$fi»pe, cake, cleanse and dear their 
palates. 

They brought immediately same stately, swinging, 
-^feUy ham&j Jine, substantial fleats-tongues ; good 
iying-beef, pure **}d tfeUcate ootargos, *enison 5 -sao*- 
fftgos, and such jpth£r gullets wipers. And, to lorn* 
j*ly wjth be* inyitetioo, we crammed and twisted titi 
-owned our&lYes * thoroughly xmned of Jbiittt, 
jy£iich before did damoafrly plague us. 

We are tojd* /Condoned she, that formerly a ieara- 
je£ and yajian.t Ifabnew chief leading his people 
trough the deserts, wbere they were in danger of 
^ng famished, obtained of God some manna, whose 
faste (to them tyr uaaguiatian such as that of meat 
fr&s to Jhem befoge in reality : thus, drinking of this 
X#fP£ulfiW iiqupr, you'll find its taste like any .wine 
fancy to tfrink. Come then, <a»ejr 
drink. ?Ve did a*, and Pan urge had no sooner 
Wki&VfiA o& h» brimmer, but tie cried, By Noah's 
gpen ahops 'tis yiu 4m Batdne, better than erer was 
fft #§9s4 we* tongue, or may ninety and sixteen 
deyils swallow me. Oh ! that to keep its taste die 
Jopger, we gentlemen topers bad Wt «ec&s some 
ibme cubjts long, or so, as Pfciloxunus desired to 
1w?e 9 or at least libe a crane's, as + Meianthius 
wipked his. 

0a the £uth of true iauterners, quoth friar John, 
$ ; tis gallant, sparkling Greek wine : now, for 

God'« 

* Thoroughly cured of thirst.] It is indeed, in the original, ires bien 
pari desoif. Bui how could that be? They had an yet been only 
preparing themselves to drink stoutly, and pour it down lustily, by 
eating high-seasoned meats. M. du Chat therefore, to make sense of 
ftp l?as added fqrsque, thus read, tres-bien cure* forsque de s&if, 
thoroughly cnr£d except as to thirst, ice. 

f Melanttfius.] It is Atkenaeus, who I, 1, c. 5, «lates the dif* 
/erentw&bes of these two drunkards. 

t'Tifgtfb**, sparkling, Greek vine.] The author does not use 
.the word pdijlant, sparkling, but votiigeant, vaulting, bounding, cur* 
▼ttting, turning round on the toe. Neither does he mean real Gttdf 
wine, but a brisk wine, which like the ^orth-east wind (vent grtc in 
French) will make a man bound and cunxt, instead of making any 
advances forward. * 
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God's sake, sweetheart, do bat teach me how the 
devil you make it It seems to me Mirevaux wine, 
said Pantagruel ; for before I drank, I supposed it 
to be such. Nothing can be mislikcd in it, but that 
'tis cold, colder, I say, than the very ice, colder 
than the water of * Nonacris and t Dirce, or the 
Conthoporian spring at Corinth, that froze up the 
stomach and nutritive parts of those that drank 
of it. 

Drink once, twic?, or thrice more, said Bacbuc, 
still changing your imagination, and you shall find 
Hi taste and flavour to be exactly that on which you 
shall have pitched. Then never presume to say that 
any thing is impossible to God. Wc never offered 
to say such a thing, said I ; far from it, we maintain 
he is omnipotent. 

age 11 11 J ', ■ 1 'i 1 I 'g gg- 

CHAP. XLIIL 

HOW THE "PRIESTESS BACBUC EQUIPT PANTJRGE, I3T OR- 

m.R to hate the word of the bottle. 

When we had thus chatted and tippled, Bacbuc 
asked, Who of you here would have the word of the 
holy bottle? I, your most humble little funnel, an't 
please you, quoth Panurge. Friend, saith she, I have 
but one thing to tell you, which is, that when you 
O 4 come 

* Nonacris.] See Pliny, 1. 13, c. 2. 

f Dirce,] The water of the fountain Dirce" in Boeotia, though very 
clear, yet not being particularly renowned for its coldness, 1 make no 
doubt but Rabelais had in his head the Dircenna of Martial, the water 
whereof was as cold as ice. Av'xdam ri%em Dircenna placabit sit im, 
says that poet, in the 5lst epigr. of 1. 1. It is true, that instead of 
Dircenna, Rabelais, who did not so narrowly look into the thing, has 
writ it Dirce, doubtless misled by honest Nicholas Perrot, whose word* 
on this passage of Martial are : Dircd $ Neme fontcs sunt frifridissimi 
restate inter BUbilim £ Segobregam, in ripa fere Salonis mmnis. So I 
have e'en left it Dirce in the text ; though I'm satistied it is wrong. 
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come to the oracle, you take care to hearken and 
hear the word only with one ear. This, cried friar 
John, is wine of one ear, as Frenchmen call it. 

She then wrapt him up in a gaberdine, bound his 
noddle with a goodly clean biggin, clapt over it a 
felt, such as those through which hypocras is distil- 
led, at the bottom of which, instead of a cowl, she 
put three obelisks ; made him draw on a pair of old- 
fashioned codpieces instead of mittens, girded hint 
about with three bagpipes bound together, bathed 
his jobbernol thrice in the fountain ; then threw a 
handful of meal on his phiz, fixed three cock's fea- 
thers on the right side of the hypocratical felt, made 
him take a jaunt nine times round the fountain, caused 
him to take three little leaps, and to bump his a — 
seven times against, the ground, repeating I don't 
know what kind of conjurations all the while in the 
Tuscan tongue, and ever and anon reading in a ritual 
•r book of ceremonies, carried after her by one of 
her mystagogues. 

For my part, may I nerer stir, if I don't really 
believe, that neither Numa Pompilius the second 
king of the Romans, nor the Cerites of Tuscia, nor 
the old Hebrew captain, ever instituted so many ce- 
remonies as I then saw performed ; nor were erer 
half so many religious forms used by the soothsayers 
of Memphis in Egypt to Apis; or by the Euboians, 
at Rhamnus, * to Rhamnusia; or to + Jupiter Am* 
mon, or to 1 Feronia. 

When 

* To Rkammma.'] Here M. du Cbtt cays, RftbelaU bac em- 
founded the false with the true, after a most ridiculous manner. M. 
du C's note, I think, is no less confused. He seems to me, at present, 
to have explained obscurwn par obscurius. He say* Rhamnusia was 
the goddess fortune. Carub. diet, says, the goddess of revenge. 

j* Jupiter jimmon.] See Q. Curtius, I. 4. 

X Feronia.'] M. du Chat having said nothing of this goddess, and 
not having time myself to consult books about her, I ' shall transcribe 
the account which the authors of the Cambridge dictionary give of her* 
Feronia, diet, aferendis arboribus. A goddess of the woods : for it is 

storied, 
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When she had thus accoutred my gentleman, she 
took him out of our company, and led him out of the 
temple through a golden gate on the right, into a 
round chapel made of transparent speculary stones, 
by whose solid clearness the sun's light shined there 
through the precipice of the rock * without any 
windows or other entrance, and so easily and fully 
dispersed itself through the greater temple, that the 
light seemed rather to spring out of it than to flow 
into it. 

The workmanship was not less rare than that of 
+ the sacred temple at Ravenna, or that in the island 
of Chemnis in Egypt. Nor must I forget to tell you, 
that the work of that round chapel was contrived 
with such a symmetry, that its diameter was just the 
height of the vault. 

In the middle of it was an heptagonal fountain of 
fine alabaster most artfully wrought, full of water, 
which was so clear, that it might have passed for ele- 
ment in its purity and simplicity. The sacred bottle 
was in it to the middle, clad in pure fine crystal, 
i)f an OTal shape, except its muzzle, which was some- 
what wider than was consistent with that figure. 



storied, that when her grove in the mountain Soracte was burnt down, 
the people carried thither her picture, and presently the wood- sprang 
afresh. There is a spring also in that groye, according to Horace. 
Servins says, she was a nymph of Campania ; and makes her also the 
goddess of freemen, in whose temple, having shaved their heads, they 
vjjul on their cap, the badge el liberty. 

* Without any nindows, &c.l An imitation of Pliny's descrip- 
tion of the temple of Fortune of Seius, built by Nero, I. 36, c. 22, 

f 1'lie SMcred temple of Ravenna.] Understand this of the cathe- 
dral church of Ravenna. It was anciently a temple consecrated to 
Hercules. In the close of the Vth century, or in the beginning of the 
Vlth, Theodoric, king of Italy, built on the ruins of this ancient edifice 
the church which Rabelais here speaks of; achujeh superb and magni- 
ficent in the highest degree, according to the account Theodoric himself 
gives of it in his letter to Agapetus prefect of Rome; but whose im- 
mense riches the French no more spared than they did that of private 
families after the battle of Ravenna in 1512. See Cassiodorus, I. 1 . 
•p. 6, and Francis Scot's itinerarium Italia, in his chapter of the city 
of Ravenna, but more especially, concerning the temple of Ravenna, 
Peter Ferretu in his VII books of the exarchate, 
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VUflGf $*F?** TUS HCjLY BQTTf£. 

Tif $pi the RQtye priestess Racftuc uucje Paourge 
stoftp ancl kissf typ l^rinV of the fountain; then \*ad% 
him rise and dance three * itnymbi. Which flpne, 
ahq ordered him fo si( flown, )>?tjreeii two stoois 
placed tjierp fpr {hat purpose) his strse upon the 
gfrouqfl. Then she opeped her ritual hook, and, 
whi'spermg \n his left ear, made him sing w epileny, 
W re W tne fijM 1 ^ °* the bbttty. 



* Dances in honour of Bacchus. 



BOTTLE! 
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When Panurge had sang, Bacbuc throwed I don't 
know what into the fountain, and straight its water 
began to boil in good earnest, just for the world as 
doth the great monastical pot at * Bourgucil, when 
'tis high holiday there. Friend Panurge was listening 
with one ear, and Bacbuc kneeled by him, when 
fa ch a kind of humming was beard out of the bottle, 
as is made by a swarm of bees bred in the flesh of a 
young bull killed and dressed according to Aristaeus's 
art, or such as is made when a bolt flies out of a 
cross-bow, or when a shower falls on a sudden in 
summer. Immediately after this was heard the word 
TRiNC. By cob's body, cried Panurge, 'tis broken, 
or cracked at least, not to tell a He for the matter ; 
for, even so do crystal bottles speak in our country, 
when they burst near the fire. 

Bacbuc arose, and gently taking Panurge under 
the arms, said, Friend, offer your thanks to indul- 
gent heaven, as reason requires : you hare soon had 
the word of the goddese.bottle ; and the kindest, 
most favourable and certain word of an answer that 
Ierer yet heard her give, since I officiated here at her 
most sacred oracle : rise, let us go to the chapter, 
in whose gloss that fine word is explained. With all 
my heart, quoth Panurge ; by jingo, I'm just as 
wise as I was last year : light, where's the book ? 
Turn it oyer, where's the chapter I Let's see this 
merry glos*. 

• BourgtrtiL'} St. Peter of Bourgueil, of the order of Si Benedict, 
•> royal abbey in the diocese of Angers, 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLV. 

HOW BACBUC EXPLAINED THE WORD OF THE GODDESS 
BOTTLE. 

Bacbuc having thrown I don't know what into 
the fountain, straight the water ceased to boil ; and 
then she took Panurge into the greater temple, in 
the central-place, where was the enlivening foun- 
tain. 

There she took out * a hugeous silver book, in 
the shape of a + half tierce, or hogshead, of sen- 
tences : and having filled it at the fountain, said to 
him ; The philosophers, preachers, and doctors of 
your world, feed you up with line words and cant at 
the ears ; now, here we really incorporate our pre- 
cepts at the mouth. Therefore I'll not say to you, 
read this chapter, see this gloss : no, I say to you, 
taste me this fine chapter, swallow me this rare 
gloss. Formerly + an ancient prophet of the Jewish 
nation eat a book, and became a clerk even to the 
very teeth ! now will I have you drink one, that you 
may be a clerk to your very liver. Here, open your 
xnandibules. 

Panurge gaping as wide as his jaws would stretch, 
Bacbuc took the silver book, at least we took it for 

a real 

* A hugeous silver book.] The monks used to make their drinking 
cups in the shape of mass-books and prayer-books, to deceive the 
i^orld. 

f Half -tierce.] It may not be impertinent here to refer to a book 
called la mappemonde papisttyue, (map of popery) p. 8'2, which gives 
an account of a certain sham heato (saint) at Venice, who, by the help 
©f five or six such books, would spend five or six days tog'ther in re- 
tirement, and make believe he subsisted all the w hile by a miracle. 
At last these devotional books were found to be no other than so many 
cases, some filled with march-pains made of the best and flashiest parts 
of capons and partridges, and the others so many fla^gons full oi 
yialmsey wine. 

% An anaknt prophet.] Ezekiel, c. ii. & iu, 
2 
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a real book, for it looked just for the world like a 
breviary ; bat, in tenth, it was a breviary, or flask of 
right Falernian wine, as it came from the grape, 
which she made him swallowevery drop. 

By Bacchus, quoth Panurge, this was a notable 
chapter, a most authentic gloss, o' my word. Is this 
all that the trismegistian bottle's word means? 1' 
troth I like it extremely, it went down like mother's 
milk. Nothing more, returned Bacbuc : for trine 
is a panomphean word, that is, a word understood, 
used, and celebrated by all nations, and signifies, 
drink. 

Some say in your world, that sack is a word used 
in all tongues, and justly admitted in the same sense 
among all nations : for* as ^Esop's fable hath it, all 
men are born with a sack at the neck, naturally 
needy, and begging of each other ; neither can the 
most powerful king be without the help of other 
men, or can any one that's poor subsist without the 
rich, though he be nerer so proud and insolent ; 
nay, even were it * Hippias the philosopher, who 
boasted he could do every thing. Much less can any 
one make shift without drink than without a sack. 
Therefore here we hold not that laughing, but that 
drinking is the distinguishing character of man. I 
don't sa^ drinking, taking that word singly and ab- 
solutely in the strictest sense ; no, beasts then might 
put in for a share ; I mean drinking cool delicious 
wine. For you must know, my beloved, that by 
wine we become divine ; neither can, there be a surer 
argument, or a less deceitful divination. Your f 
academics assert the sajne, when they make the 
etymology of wine, which (he Greeks call OIN02, 
to be from vis, strength, virtue, and pawet ; fa* 'tis 
in its power to fill the soul with all truth,, learning, 
and philosophy* 
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If you observe what is written in Ionian letters on 
the temple gate, you may hare understood that truth 
is in wine. * The goddess bottle therefore directs 
you to the divine liquor ; be yourself the expounder 
of your undertaking. 

'Tis impossible, said Pantagruel to Panurge, to 
speak more to the purpose than does this true 
priestess : you may remember I told you as much 
when you first spoke to me about it. 

Trine then : what says your heart, elevated by 
Bacchic enthusiam ? 

With this, quoth Panurge, 

Trine, trine ; by Bacchus let us tope, 

And tope again ^fbr, now I hope 

To see some brawny, juicy rump, 

And tickle' t with my carnal stump. 

E'er long, my friends, I shall be wedded, 

Sure as my trap-stick has a red head ; 

And my sweet wife shall hold the combat, 

Long as my baws can on her bum beat. 

O what a battle of a — fighting- 
Will there be ! which I much delight in ? 

What pleasing pains then shall I take 

To keep myself and spouse awake I 

All heart and juice, I'll up and ride,. 

And make a dutchess of my bride. 

Sing Io paean ! loudly sing 

To Hymen, who all joys will bring. 

Well, friar John, I'll take my oath, 
' This oracle is full of troth ; 

Intelligible truth it bears, 

More certain than the sieve and sheer*. 

* The goddess bottle directs you to the divine liquor,] Only 
cheer up your hearts and be merry j and for every thing else, so you 
hold fait your integrity, and maintain the character of a worthy iionest 
man, whatever state or condition of life may fall to your lot, married 
or single, God will love you, and be your friend, and all goov men 
will esteem you. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 



nOW PANURGE AND THE RFST RHYMED "WITH POETIC 

FU it V. 

What a pox ails the fellow ? quoth friar John. 
Stark staring mad, or bewitched o' my Word ! Do 
but hear the chiming dotterel gabble in rhyme. What 
o* devil has he swallowed ? His eyes roll in his 
logger-head, just for the world like a dying goafs. 
Will the addle pated wight have the grace to sheer 
off ? Will he rid us of his damned company, to go 
shite out his nasty rhyming balderdash in some bog. 
house ? W ill no body be so kind as to cram some 
dog's-bur down the poor cur's gullet ? or will he, 
monk-like, run his fist up to the elbow into his throat 
to his ?ery maw, to scour and clear his flanks ? WiM 
he take a hair of the same dog ? 

Pantagruel chid friar John, and said : 

Bold monk, forbear ; this, I'll assure ye, 
Proceeds all from poetic fury ; 
Warm'd by the God, inspired with wine, 
His human soul is made divine. 

For without jest, 
His hallowed breast, 
With wine possessed; 
Could have no rest, 
Till h'had expressed 
Some thoughts at least 
Of his great guest. 
Then straight he flies 
Above the skies, 
And molifies, 
With prophesies. 
Oar miseries. 



And 
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And since divinely he's inspired, 

Adore the soul by wine acquired, 

And let the toss pot be Admired. 

How I quoth the friar, is the fit of rhyming upon 
you too ? Is't come to that ? Then we are all 
peppered, or the dev^l pepper Die. What would I 
not give to have Gargantua see us while we are in 
this magotty cram bo. vein ! Now may I be curst 
with living on that damned empty food, if 1 can tell, 
whteher I shall scape the catching distemper. The 
devil a-bit do I understand which way to go about it: 
however, the spirit of fustain possesses us all, I find. 
Well, by St. John, I'll poetise, since every body 
does ; 1 find it coming. Stay, and pray pardon me, 
if I don't rhyme in * crimson ; 'tis my first essay. 

t Thou, who canst water turn to wine, 
Transform my bum by power divine 
Into a lantern, that may light 
My neighbour in the darkest night. 

Panurge then proceeds in his rapture, and says j 

From Pythian Tripos ne'er were heard 
More truths, nor more to be revered. 
I think from Delphos to this spring, 
Some wizard brought that conjuring thing. 
Had honest Plutarch here been toping, 
He then so long had ne'er been groping 
To find according to his wishes, 
Why oracles are mute as fishes 



* Grim**.] Craimoti (crimson) in French does not to much sig- 
nify a particular colour, as the perfection of any colour whatsoever. 
Thus tncy say, rouge-cramoisi (red crimson) vtolet-cramoist (violet- 
crimson.) We say a knave in grain, and so too they say {sot-en 
CfamoisQ an aw in grain, as much at to say an aw or fool in perfec- 
tion. Thin, to rhyme in crimson, is, properly speaking, to make as 
excellent verses in their kind, as crimson is in matter of colours. 

f Thou, whocanst, #c] It U more prophanc In the French origi- 
nal a good deal ; it is too impious even in the translation : but we must 
consider a monk speaks it, as honest Martin Luther used to excuse his 
rapping out an oath now and then ; Consider I was bred a monk. 



At 
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At Delphos : now ike reason's clear, 

No more at Delphos they're, bat here. 

Here is the tripos, out of which 

Is spoke the ftnom of poor and rich. 

For * Athenxus does relate 

This bottle is the womb of fate : 

Prolific of mysterious wine, 

And big with prescience dirtae : 

It brings the truth with pleasure forth, 

Besides 70a har't a pennyworth. 

So, friar John, I must exhort you 

To wait a word that may import yo« f 

And to enquire, while here we tarry, 

If it shatt be your luck to marry. 

Friar John answers him in a rage, and Says ; 

How, marry ! by St. Bennet's boot. 
And his gambadoes, PJB ne'er do't. 
No man that knows me e'er shall judge 
I mean to make myself a drudge : 
Or that pilgarlic ctar wtH doat 
Upon a paltry petticoat. 
I'll ne'er my liberty betray 
All for a little leap-frog play ; 
And ever after wear a clog 
Like monkey or like mastiff-dog : 
No, I'd not hare, upon my life, 
Great Alexander for my wife, 
Nor Pompey, nor his dad -in -law. 
Who did each other clapper- claw. 
Not the best he that wears a head, 
Shall win me to his truckle-bed. 

Panurge, pulling off his gaberdine and mystical ac. 



Wherefore thou shalt, thou filthy beast, 
Be damned twelve fathoms deep at least] 



coutrements, replied : 



While 



* Attenaui.] Lib. % cap. 1. 
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W;h'de I shall reign in Paradise, 

Whence on thy loggerhead 1*11 pies. 

Now .when that dreadful tour is come, 

That thou in hell vecek'st thy doom, 

Eten there, I &aow, theu'lt play some -trick, 

And Proserpine shan't scape a prick 

Of the long pin within iky breeches. 

But when thoufot using ftese ^aprfohes, . 

And catterwauling in her cavern, 

•Send Pluto to the farthest tavern, 

For the best wine that's to be had, 

Lest he should see, and run horn mad : 

She's kind, and ever did admire 

A well-fed monk, or well-hung friar. 

Go to, quoth friar John, thou old noddy, tbon 
doddipoled ninny, go to the devil thpn'rt prating of; 
I've done with rhyming ; the » rheum gripes me at 
tie gullet. Let's talk of paying and going j come. 



CHAP. XWtt, 

HOW WE TOOK OUR LEAVE OF BACBVC, AHB f&fT T»* 
0R4C*E OF T»E JIOLT BQTTM5, 

Do not trouble yourself about any thing here, 
said the priestess to the friar % if you be but satisfied, 
wears, Here below, in those eireumeeatral regions, we 
pla/ee the sovereign good not in taking and receiving, 
but in bestowing and giving ; so that wc esteem our- 
selves happy, not if we take and reeeive roueh of 
others, as perhaps the sects* of teachers do in yonr 
world, but rather if we impart and give much. All I 

have 

* Rheum.] He has rhymed himself into a rheuin, as Marot »y$)B 
his short epistle to the king : 

' Et en rimant, bien souventje m'cnrhimc. 
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hare to beg of you, n that you leave us here your 
names in writing, in this ritual. She then opened * 
line large book, and as we gave our names, one of 
her (she) mystagogues, with a gold pin, drew some 
lines on it, as if she had been writing ; but we could* 
not see any characters. 

This done, she filled three small leather vessels wkh 
fantastic water, and giving them into onr hands, said, 
Now, my friends, you may depart, and may that 
intellectual sphere, whose centre is every where, and 
circumference no where, whom we call GOD, keep 
you in his almighty protection. When you come 
into your world, do not fail to affirm and witness, 
that the greatest treasures, and most admirable 
things, are hidden Hinder ground ; and not without 
reason* 

/ Ceres was worshipped, because she taught man* 
kind the art of husbandry, and by the use of corn,, 
which she invented, abolished that beastly way of 
feeding on acorns ; and * she grievously lamented 
her daughter's banishment into our subterranean 
regions, certainly foreseeing that Proserpine would 
meet with more excellent things, more desirable en- 
joyments, below, than she her mother could be blest 
with above. 

What do you think is become of the art of forcing, 
the thunder and celestial fire down, which the wise 
Prometheus had formerly invented ? 'Tis most cer- 
tain you have lost it ; 'tis no more on your hemis- 
phere : but here below we have it. And, without a 
cause, you sometimes wonder to see whole towns 
burnt and destroyed by lightning and ethereal fire* 
and are at a loss about knowing from whom, by 
whom, and to what end, those dreadful mischiefs 

were 

* She grievously lamented, fife] Bat -what follows, one would 
think she should rather have envied her daughter. Bat great wits 
may say any thing, and reason any how. I wonder M. du Chat' 
takes no notice of this inconsistency of Rabelais. 
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•were sent* Now, they are familiar and usual Co 
m ; and your philosophers, who complain that the 
ancients hare left them nothing to write of, or to in- 
vent, are rery much mistaken* Those phenomena 
-which you see in the sky ; whatever the surface of 
the earth affords you, and the sea, and every rirer 
contains, it is not to he compared with what is hid 
within the bo wels of the earth. 

For this reason the subterranean ruler has justly 
gained, in almost every language, the epithet of rich* 
Now, when your sages shall wholly apply their 
minds to a diligent and studious search after truth, 
humbly begging the assistance of the sovereign God, 
whom formerly the Egyptians in their language called 
The Hidden and the Concealed, and invoking him by 
"that name, beseech him to reveal and make himself 
&aown to them, that almighty Being will, out of his 
infinite goodness, not only make his creatures, but 
ceven himself known to them. 

Thus will they be guided by good lanterns. For 
all the ancient philosophers and sages have held two 
things necessary, safely and pleasantly to arrive at 
the knowledge of God and true wisdom ; first, God's 
gracious guidance, then man's assistance. ' - 

So among the philosophers, Zoroaster look Ari« 
maspes for the companion of his travels ; iEsculapius, 
Mercury ; Orpheus, Musasus ; Pythagoras, * Aglao- 
phemus ; and among princes and warriors, Hercules, 
in his most difficult achievements, had his singular 
friend Thesus ; Ulysses, Diomedes ; jEneas, Achates: 



* Aglaophmtit.] Catlius flhodiginus, lib. 28, cap. 4. of his an- 
cient readings, *ays: Stu* sane ratio admiranda Zoroastri veterum 
theohgorumprbuipi jfrimaspem conci&avit, jEtculapium Menurio, 
Orpheo Musawn, Ptfthagora Aglaophemum. It is plain, that Rabe- 
lais, who is not altogether so much an original as many take him to be, 
(as appears by M. «ra Chat's notes in abundance of instances] has 
copied this passage. See JambHcns, Marrilius Ficinui, and Picas dc 
laMirandula, concerning thi» favourite of Pythagoras. 
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you foUowad their exanplesy and' camo> itruleflr thte 
conduct, of an iUus&vou* lantent: * iw*r, In GotPs 
name depart, and may lie go afemg itiih»p&u !' 



♦'.Notf, iw Go?* «(W <«piiwt; dn&ttiay hs go along frith you !\ 



THE END OF THE FIFTH- BOOK OF THE HEROIC DEEDS 
AND* SAYINGS OV THE NOBLE PAtftAORUEIi. 




[ su 1 

TUX MOST CERTAIN, TRUE, AND INFALLIBLE 

* PANTAGRUELIAN PROGNOSTICATION, • 

FOR THE YEAR THAT'S TO COM£, 
AJT0 ETBR AND AYB* 

Calculated far the benefit and noddtffcatum. of the giddp 
brained and weather^mie WaM&z* 

BY MASTER ALCOFRIBAS NASIER^ 

Atxhitrklin to the afort^mentioned Pantagrael* 



tO THE 

COURTEOUS READER, 
GREETING* 

Having considered the infinite abuses arising 
from the + whole cart-loads of Louvain prognostic** 

tion , 

* Pantagruefian prognostication.] I can't exactly tay in what 
j*ar this piece was first published ; but there is a Gothic edition of 
1535, by rrancb Justus, in l&no. printed at Lyons, and I doubt not 
there were other editions of it before j for by Ca Win's first letter, dated 
1533, it is apparent that Pantagruel was not unknown to the world. 
However that be, it is certain Rabelais is not so niach the inventor or 
this ingenious satire, as was an anonymous German, who, in the 
beginning of the X,VIth century, composed just such- a one in his own 
tongue, which was translated into Latin, and enlarged, by James 
Henrfchmasn, another German. This last, in the year 1508, dedi* 
cat edit to the bason de Schwartzenberg, and to the poet Henry 
Bebel, with an invitation to him to join it to his Facetiae, as he 
actually did in the edition thereof, which came out in 151% See 
tbe-t wo preliminary epistles of Bebetiosts Facetia, edition of Antwerp 

, f Whole cart-loads of Louvain prognostications."] This tallies 
with the following words of Heariehoiann** preliminary epistle: 
Quotannis quidam ex syderum ratio ne ac motu terrestrnim men- 
tiuntur futuros effecius, idque posiea Uteris mandanies, public* omni- 
bus legendttin exlubeht. JMos autem smpUsvne-m juaiao suofalsos 
esse videmus, adeo ut vulgus nunc iuorum. scripta mendacionun 
libellospalstm vocitare audeant. 
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tions, made * in the shadow of a pot of drink, or so ; 
I have here calculated one of the most sure and 
unerring that eVer was seen in black and white, as 
hereafter you'll find. For, doubtless, considering 
what the royal prophet says to God in the fifth 
psalm, Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing, 
'tis a henious, foul, and crying sin to tell a damned 
wilful lie, thereby to deceive the poor gaping world, 
greedy of novelties ; such as the French, above all 
others, have been time out of mind, as Caesar in his 
commentaries, and John de Gravot in his Gallic 
mythologies, have set down. Which is daily ob. 
eervable throughout -all France, where the first ques- 
tions, which you -shall put to people newly arrived, 
are, What news ? Is there no news stirring ? What 
do they say ? What's the discourse abroad ? And so 
inquisitive they are, that they'll be stark-staring 
mad at those who eomeout of strange countries, un- 
less they bring a whole budget-full of strange stories, 
calling them dolts, blockheads, ninny-hammers, and 
silly ouffs. 

.Since then, they are so ready to ask after news, 
and consequently the more glibly swallow down 
every flira flam story that's told them, were it not 
expedient that some people, on whose faith we might 
depend, should hold offices of intelligence on the 
frontiers of the kingdom, and have a competent sa- 
lary allowed them for nothing else but to examine 
the news thafis brought, whether it is true or no ? 
Yea, verily, friends. liven «o did my good master 
Pantagrucl through ail the countries of Utopia and 
Dipsody : whence it comes that his territories are so 
prosperous, that at present they can't tell how to 
make away with their wine fast enough, but are fain 
to let it run about in waste, if plenty of good fel- 
lows 

* In the shadow of a pot ef drink,] In the shadow «f a glass #f 
wine : e Pombre (fung verredt vht. ' 
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lows from other parts do not come to help them off 
With it. 

Being therefore desirous to satisfy the curiosity of 
every good companion, I hare tumbled orer and 
orer all the pantarclis of the hcarens, calculated the 
quadrates of the moon, hooked out whatever all the 
* astrophiles, f hypernephelists, J aneraophylaxes, 
§ uranopetes, || ombrophores, and the devil and all 
of them, have thought; and then having conferred, 
with Empedocles upon the whole, who, by the way 
desires to be kindly remembered to you, I have? 
here crammed the pith, marrow, and matter of the 
substance of it into a few chapters. Assuring you 
that I say nothing of it, but what I think ; and that 
I think nothing of it, but what it is ; and there is no 
more to be known in those matters, than what you 
are going to read. As for any thins that may, here- 
after be said over and abov«, it will come to pass, 
per'anture aye, per'anture no. 

Take notice, by the by, thai if you don't believe 
every syllable, iota, and tittle of it, you do me a 
great deal of wrong, for which, either here or else- 
where, you may chance to be clawed off with a ven- 
geance. A good salt-eel, crab-tree, or bull's- pizzle 
may be plentifully bestowed on your outward man. 
You may take pepper in the nose, and snuff and suck 
up the air as you would oysters, as much as you 
please ; f 'tis afl one for that. 



* AstrophilesA Star-lovers, Gr. 

\ Hypernephelists.) Such as, by their speculations, raise them* 
stives above the clouds. Gr. 

X Anemophylaxes.] Those who bend their thoughts to foretel the 
Mowing of the winds. Or. 

6 Uranopetes.] Those who scale the heavens. Gr. 

J] Ombrophores.] Those whose application consists in foretelling 
the rain.. Gr. 

*Tu all one for tkai.]' Here M> Motteux should have added: 
For depend upon't, there will be hot work at the* oven, if the baker 
don't fell asleep. Car htrdhnent ii y aura <je bien chayffet si le 
fuurnierne s'endort. Upon which conclusion oftfce sentence, and it* 



Well, 



Voi. IV. 



beginnicf' 




TO THE COURTEOUS REA.BEE. 



Well, however, come, soite jour noses my Hitler 
children ; and you old doating father grey-beard* 
pull out your best eyes, d'on your barnacles, in 
tile scale of the sanctuary, weigh sic* every tUHfe <*# 
wtat I am going to tell you. 



Or TUB GOLHEN NUMBER. 

* Tut golden number mm ed itrcentM i I can- 
not find it this year by any calculation that I hare 
made. Let's go on ; vtrte folium, turn over leaf. 



CHAP- I. 

OF THE GOVERNOR AND LORD ASCENDANT THIS YEAS. 

Whatsoever those blindfolded, blqekheadly fools 
the astrologers of Louvaia, Nojcimberg, Tubing, and 
Lyons, may tell ye, don't you feed yourselves up 
with whims and fancies, nor believe these is any 

Jovernor of the whole universe this year, but God 
tie creator, who by his divine word* rules auctgp* 
vents all ; by whom alt things are, iu their nature, pro*, 
priety, and conditions, and without whose preser- 
vation and governance all things in a moment would 
be reduced to nothing, as out of nothing they were 
by him created. For of him comes, in hint is, and 

begumiog with the argui1lades,(i. e, the whippings with an eri^or an 
•A tfctn.) M . du Chat observe*, that it is a warning to the Tttuck, . 
protectants to. quit the kinglonv betimes,, or prepare to te itrfaJKbly 
burnt in it, since tneir enemies had sworn to destroy them, root and- 
branch. 

* 2he golden mtmfm.\ tt. runs thus in theoriginai < Of the goJ- 
4fen. minier, nan dicitur? becameJ cannot ted it, a fc*. 
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by him Is made perfect erery beta * T and *H lifeTSiitd 
motfmi-,assaysthe evaogolkdl trirmpet* my ford' St. 
Paul, Rom. the 11th. 

Therefore the roler of this year, and of all others^ 
according to our authentic stftatieii, wftt be'&adaft. 
mighty. And nettfeer Sattrrfty nor Mars, tier «Fu$3. 
tier, nor my other plane*, no* the reiy angefe, not 
safats-,' »or men, ne* dertts, st*a!l have any 'virtue, 
efficacy, or influence whatsoeTer, unless God of hn 
good pleasure grres it them. Ad Atibeti safys,- stf. 
cond causes hare not toy influence e* aotlon> wlHrt- 
soerer, if the first caftse did not influence tbertfc— 
Does not the good little nmnnikin sptftifc » frttffi, 
think ye? 



This year there will be so many eclipses of the 
sun and moon, that I fear, (not unjustly) * our 
pockets wilt suffer inairitiov, be full empty, and our 
feeling at a loss. Saturn will be retrograde, Venus 
direct, Atescory as uufiked as quicksilver. Add a 
pack of planets won't g»as you would have th*nu 

For tmYreason the crabs wiH go sole-long; and 
t&e rope-roakers backward; the little stool* wittigdt 
Mpon the benches, and the spite on the racks, and 
the bands on the hats ; and many a one's yard will 
hang down and dandle for want of leathern pouches ; 
fleas will be generally black; bacon will run aw*y 
from pease m lent; the belly will waddle before ; 
the *~r will. sit down first;, there won't beabeaa 
left in** twelftfrcakej nor an ace in a flush ; the dice 
P 2 won't 

* Our pockeitf&c.l By Owno* ctymUts mean gold; amity 
the moon, silver. 
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■won't ran as you wish, though you cog them, and 
the chance that you desire will seldom come \ brutes 
shall speak in several places ; shrovetide will hare its 
day ; one part of the world shall disguise itself to 
gull And chouse the other, and run about the streets 
like a parcel oT addle, pa ted animals and mad deyils ; 
inch a* hurly-burly was never seen since the devil was 
a little boy ; and there will be above seven and 
twenty irregular verbs made this year, * if Priscian 
don't hold them in. If God don't help us, we shall 
have our hands and hearts full. But on the other 
side, if he be with us, nothing can hurt us, assays 
the coelestial star-gazer, who was rapt into the third 
heaven, Romans the 8th. Si Deus pro nobis , quia 
contra nos ? If God be for us, who can be against 
us? In good faith, nemddomine, no body an' t like 
your worship ; for he is as powerful as he is good. 
Here for the same, praise ye his holy name. 



+ CHAP. III. 

Of THE DISBASES THIS YEAB. 

This year the stone-blind shall see but very little ; 
the deaf shall hear but scurvily ; the dumb shan't 
speak very plain ; the rich shall be somewhat in a 
better case than the poor, and the healthy than the 
sick. Whole flocks,* herds, and droves of sheep, 
i f swine, 

* * If Priscian, 5fr.] Priscian is here put for grammar in general m 
**nd ia particular for the French grammar, to subject to changes, 
especially in the verbs, at that kmc ; some saying alia, others allii, 
auercnt 3 allirent, and ailarent ; mors for mordu, querre for querir, 
and an hundred olbers,which were used for the most part indifferently. 
' f Chap. Ill,] This chapter is so like that which Joach. Fortius 
Rindrlbergius of Antwerp has entitled Ridicula, sedjucunda, qmdam 
vatwmia, (anno 1529.) that I know not which of the two is th* ori- 
ginal. 
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swine, and oxen, cocks and hens, ducks and drakes, 
geese and ganders, shall go to pot ; N but the mortality- 
will not be altogether so great among apes, mon- 
kies, baboons, and dromedaries. As for old age, . 
'twill be incurable this year, because of the years 
past. Those who are siek of the pleurisy will feel a 
plaguy stitch in their sides ; those who are troubled 
with the thoro'»go-nimble, or wild-squirt, wilt often 
prostitute their blind cheeks to the bog-house; 
catarrhs this year shall distil from the brain on the 
lower parts ; sore eyes will by no means help the 
sight ; ears shall be at least as scarce and short w 
Gascojiy, and among knights of the post, as ever : a / 
most horrid and dreadful, virulent, malignant, 
catching, perverse and odiousmalady, shall be almost 
epidemical, insomuch that many shall run mad upon- 
U) nojt knowing what nail to drive to keep the wolf 
from the door ; very often plotting, contriving, 
Cudgelling, and puzzling their weak shallow brains, 
and syllogizing and prying up and down foe the phi* 
losopher's stone, though they only get Midas's lugs 
by the bargain. J quake for very fear when I 
think on't ; for I assure you, few will escape this 
disease, which Averroes calls lack. of money : and by 
consequence of the last year's comet, and Saturn's 
retrogradation, a huge drivelling he-scoundrel, all 
be-crinkuroed, be -scabbed, and cauliflowed with the 
pox, shall die in the spital ; at his deat^w^ll be a 
horrid clutter between the cats and the rats, hounds 
and hares, hawkes and ducks; and eke between, the 
Honks and eggs. ^ 
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CHAP. IV* 



OF TK WUJIT8 OF TWE %kWOt TUtS TBAB. 

I find, by the calculations of * Albumasar, is hit 
book of the great conjunction, mad -elsewhere, that 
this wilt he >m plentiful year of all manner of good 
tirfngs to those who hare enough : but your hops of 
Ficaidy will go near to fare the worse for the cold* 
At for oats, they'll be a great help to horses. I dare 
tay there wont ha much more bacon than twine. 
Pitces baaing 4hc ascendant, •twBt be a mighty year 
for muscles, cockles, and perri winkles. Mercury 
.somewhat threatens our parsley beds; yet parsley 
wiM he to be had for money. Hemp wiH grow faster 
than the children of this age, and some wiH in* 
tbate's hat too much onf. There wiH be but a very 
few b*n*«brelfens, hut dvosjk^eam n abund anc e ^ 
At f or corn, wfee, ftait, aad herbs, there aercrwaa 
aaok plenty as wBl %• #ew, if poor fsMn^naylmve 
fceirwish. 



of twt DisFositf on of the people this te*k* 

*Tis the oddest whimsy In the world, to fancy 
there are stars for kings, popes, and great dons, any 
more than for the poor and needy. As if, forsooth, 
tome new 4tars were made since the flood, or since 
Romulus or Pharamond, at the making somebody 
king; a thing that + Triboulet or Caillettc would 



* Albvmazar.} An Arabian philosopher and astrologer, who Hve4 
about the year 910 of the Christian aera . 
f Ttfouki, or CaiU*tte.\ Two court-fool* 



CHAP. r. 
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4ime tomvsMwtA to hate -sstf, and y*t (Amy 
men of no common learning or fame ; artd for atigjft 
yon a* I know, this ssmte Trtboriet may ibare been irf 
the fciags of CastUhfr klofld in Noatfs wfc, wad'CalK- 
lette of that of * king Priam. Now, mark ye ttio, 
those odd nations come from nothing in the world 
4>at want «f faith : 1 say, the time «atiwlie fefth. 
Therefore, retting rfaliy aafisfied tka* the star* car* 
atftsatfart mure far kings than for beggars, nor a j#t 
«**e #s* your nidi to p nta g fellows, «hah for »Jie 
ra«rtaorry,imingy, <k>usy meal ; iUi«'ca tox+t athe* 
(+Ml i plud l^taicJtellafi to spaak *f tire great 
<tafcft, *ad I wifl only talk af the tittle one*. 

And in lire first place, *f Utosa who arevubjeft *» 
Satnra ; nsfor Mutple, tact as lack the ready, j*u 
•loin wr kom-mad, tormenting frigs, draasoUt 
lops, crabbed eres-dro^pera, Taring, boating cfcarte, 
katcfaers and brooders «f toitebiei, msplciotts 4iw 
tRBftfaUsHwchBs, tmdieasjtchcrs, d4»-irtedfr1tw 
ftagaitwirs, fsuim and pwmbrofo ert, cktlsten-je*^ 
ytndK^astt, bold-fasts, aai&ers and peittiy-fattoi*, 
mseeasers nf Apt, nwrtgaged, and ttoedkig copy* 
kofcU arid nMSsaagea, Mercers of stowed aseas, sbofe* 
makers and translators, tanners, bricklayers, bell- 
founders* compounders of loans, patchers, clowters, 
and botchers of old trumpery stuff, and all moping 
melancholic folkg, shall not have this year whatever 
<hey*d have ; knd J will, thjrik more than once how 
?4 they 

* King Prior*.] He jokes upon those writers who very orderly 
trace the genealogy of the kings of Spain up to Adam, and deduce the 
descent of the kings of France from kins; Priam. 

Mok Catchers.] Avaricious money-hunters, who* in order, to 
N come at riches^ which the earth contains in its bowels, never cease digr 
fing and delving, as it were, like the ancient French miners, called 
franc- taupio (from taipa, a mole). Sec this explained elsewhere. 

| Will think more than once horv they may get the king's picture.] , 
It is, in the original, Will study lard about the invention of the holy- 
cross. The invention for finding) of the holy crocs, is a solemn holi-j 
day celebrated by the church of Rome on the third of May : also, a 
ffeift or device to get money j and that's what it meaus here : a merry 
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they may get good store of the lung's pictures hit* 
their clutches ; in the mean time they'll hardly throw 
shoulders of mutton out at the windows, and will 
.often scratch their working noddles where they do 
not itch. 1 

As for those who are under Jupiter, as canting 
.▼ermin, bigots, pardon -pedlars, Tpluminous abbre- 
viated, scribblers of breves, * copists, pope's bull- 
makers, datariea, pettifoggers, capuchins, monks, 
hermits, hypocrites, cushion-thumping mountebanks, 
spiritual comedians, forms of holiness, pater-noster 
faces, wheadling gabblers, wry-necked scoundrels, 
spoilers of paper, t stately gulls, J notched-cropt- 
eared meacocks, public register's clerks, clergy. 
, laylors, wafer- maker*, rosary- makers, engrossers of 
<leeds, notaries^ ;grave*btibbles 5 protocols, promp- 
ters to speakers,* and deceitful makers of promises, 
shall fare, according as they hare money. So many 
clergyman will die, that there will not be men 
/enough found on . whom their benefices may be con* 
ferred, so that many will hold two, three, four, or 
more. The tribe of hypocrite* shall lose a good deal 
of its ancient fame, sinoe the world is grown a rake, 

and 

illusion to the other. These double entendres, with which our author 
abounds, are very pretty in the French, but not always capable of be- 
ing rendered into English. 

* Copisis."] Petty scribes in the Court of Rome, who copy th* 
built in order for engrossing. See .Erasmus's praise of folly, on the 7 
words Top cophtcr. Infimi tcrtikr, qui bullets quas vocant effingvni 
Ronue, Erasmus laughs at the word copistazs barbarous Latin. And 
in the epistles obsc. viror. lib. 2. in that of Dr. Harkstro (chopt- 
•traw) non placet mild Rom** : quia copista 8c eurtetani (courtiers) 
sunt Ua tuferbi, quod non creditis. 

f Stately Gulls^ So, indeed, Cotgrave has Englished Rabelais't 
Word preTtnpiayts, but M. du Chat is more particular: a chief in a 
court of judicature, who (in like manner as a taster (?in prcp/sre) takes' 
the essay of meats with his tongue) sums up, and presents the opinion 
of the o» her judges before lie dec'ares his own. 

" J Nofched-cropt -eared.] Esperrucquet?> which Cotgrave says is 
•ne that wears long locks., or curled hajr j but it really means as M. M, - 
translates whatthe Italians call tostdo % senza zazzera, crop -haired, 
without a pcrriwig, ( Esperruqut.) 
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and will not be fooled much longer, as Arenzagel 
eaith. 

Those who are under Mars, as hangmen, cut- 
throats, dead-doing fellows, free-booters, hedge- 
birds, footpads and highwaymen, catch- poles, bum- 
bailiffs, beadles and watchmen, reformadoes, tooth- 
drawers and corn-cutters, pintle-smiths, shavers, and 
frig-beards, butchers, coiners, paltry qnacks, and 
* mountebanks, renegadoes, apostates and marra- 
nized miscreants, incendiaries or boutefeus, chimney- 
sweepers, boorish cluster- fists, charcoal-men,, al- 
chemists, merchants of eel-skins and egg-shells, grid- 
iron and rattle-makers, cooks, paltry pedlars, 
thrashmongers and spangle-makers, bracelet-makers, 
lantern-makers and tinkers, this year will do fine 
things ; bat some of them will be somewhat subject 
to be rib-roasted, and haye a St. Andrew's cross 
scored over their jobbernels at unawares. This year 
one of those worthy persons will go nigh to be made 
a field-bishop, and, mounted on a horse that was 
foaled of an acorn, give the passengers a blessing 
with his legs. 

Those who belong to Sol, as topers, qu afters, 
whipcans, tosspots, whittled, mellow, c upshot ten 
swiliers, merry-greeks, with crimson snouts of their 
own dying ; fat, pursy gorbellics, brewers of vine 
and of beer, bottlers of. hay, porters, mowers, mend-, 
crs of tiled, slated, and thatched houses, burthen- 
' bearcTs, packers, shepherds, ox-keepers, and cow- 
herds, swine-herds, and hog-drivers, fowlers and 
bird-catchers, gardeners, barn-keepers, hedgers, 
P 5 common 

* Mountebanks.'] Tacuint* In the edition of 1542, it it t&tcennhis. 
Mo-t of the rest have t a quins, because they knew not what tacii'm 
meant. Buhahyhba Bcn-Gezla, an Arabian, physician to Charle- 
magne, writ a book, intituled, Taaihns ; a work which signiSes tables, 
repertories, because they were tables containing an enumeration of all 
distempers, with their cures. Thu book « as translated from lh- Ara- 
bic into Latin, by a Jew , Farrogut, another physician of Charlemagne*!. 
The translation is still in being, though the original it lost. See fuiv- 
tkeiin du Chat. 
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common mumpers ud vagabonds, day-laboarers, 
scowerers of greasy thrum caps, staffers, aod bum. 
baiters of pock saddbx, rag^iaerctiants, idle lusks, 
slothful idiebies, and drowsy loiterers, smell-feasts, 
and snap^gohbets, gentlesnen generally wearing 
shsVts with oadubaads, er heartily desiring to wear 
such ; all these will be bale and sharp set, and net 
troubled wkh the fontet the grinders, or a steppage 
at 4he gullet, when at a feast oo free cost. 

Those whoa Venus is said to ride, as punks, Jilts, 
fliats, queans, morts, doaks, strumpets, bnttecks, 
blowings,* tits, pure ones, cononbines, convenient*, 
cmeks, drabs, trulls, light-skirts, wrigglers, misses, 
cafe, rigs, trwd virgins, benarobas, barbers-chairs, 
hedge-whores, wagtails^ eockatriees, whipsters, 
twiggers, harlots, kep Uwenches, kind-hearted things, 
ladies of pleasure, by what titles or names soever dig. 
mfied or distinguished ; bawds, pimps, panders, pro- 
oarers, and mntton-bsokers ; wenchers, teachers, 
shakers, ssseckers, eonsins, cullies, stallions and 
bellihampers: ganyniedes, bardachees, huffier*, 
ingles, fricatrices, he- whores, and sodomites ; swag* 
gertng hnffi-snufls, bouncing bullies, braggadocio's, 
to»y*rory rakes and tantivy-boys ; peppered, clap- 
ped, and poxed dabblers ; shaakcred, cauliflowered, 
carbuncled martyrs and confessors of Venus ; ro- 
ws, raman.rognes, mid hedge* creepers, female 
chamberlains ; nomma mulitrum desine-ntia in ess, ut 9 
laundress, sempstress, bosses, &c. & in e?r, man- 
taa-maker, bed-maker, bar-keeper, fruiterer, &c. all 
these will be famous this year. But when the snn 
enters Cancer, and other signs, let them beware of 
the cj&nkajns and its attendants ; as shankers* claps, 
virulent gonorrhoeas, cordees, buboes, or running- 
nags, pock-royals, botches, wens, or condyloma, 
tetters, scabs, nodes, glands, tumours, cariosities, 
&c. Nuns shall hardly conceive without carnal co- 
pulation: very few. virgips, shall have milk at the 
breasts. 
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A» for time who come under Mercury, as sharp* 
era, rooks, cozeners, setters, as skki, cheats, piefc* 
pockets, divers, buUockjqg foils, thieves, wallers* 
night-walkers, masters of arts, decretists, picklocks, 
decr.stealers, hedge rfcy«M» cowy t e rs of serious 
doggrel metre, Merry-andrews, Jack- paddings, turn* 
biers, masters ia the art of hocus pocus, legerdemain, 
and powder of prelinpinpin ; such as break Priscian's 
head, qmohlers and , pilasters, stationers, paper* 
makers, card -makers, and pirates, will strife to 
appear more mtofry than they will often be: some* 
tunes they will laugh without any cause, and will 
pretty apt to be blown up, sh — i' th' plum-bag, and 
inarch off, * unless they find themselves better stored 
with chink, and stronger of the cod than they 
need be. 

Those who belong to madam Luna, as hawkers 
of almanacks and pamphlets, huntsmen, ostrich* 
catchers, falconers, couriers, salt-carriers, lunatics, 
maggotty fools, crack-brained coxcombs, addie^pated 
frantic wights, giddy, whimsical footings, exchange* 
brokers, post-boys, foot-boys, tennis court keepers 9 
boys, glass mongers, I ght-horse, watermen, ma- 
riners, messengers, rakers and gleaners, will not long 
stay in a place this year. However, so many swag* 
bellies and puff-bags will hardly go to fSt. lliacco, 
I as there did in the year 524. Great numbers of 
P 6' pilgrims 

* Unlets, Kc.) Wrong : to the last degree wrong. Read, if they 
find themselves, &c. not, unless they find themselves. Sec. s'ils it Lro- 
cent plus <?ar gent, Qfc. not f its ne st trovent phu (Targent, flfc. It 
incaus, that nothing can hinder them from ra.mtng away with your 
money, but your not trusting them with it. Again, instead of need 
be, read should be. 

tSt. BiaccoA St. James in Gaticia. 
+ As there did in the year 524.] There had been published many 
predictions, which, on account of tbe grand* conjunction of Saturn, 
Jupiter, and Mars, in the sign of Pisces in 1524, did declare there 
would be in February that year a second universal deloge : there need- ' 
ed no more to send the Germans, at that time very much addicted to 
pilgrimaging, ia shoals to St. James in Galicia, This is what is bert 
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+ pilgrims will come down from the mountains of 
Savoy and Auvergne ; bnt Sagitarius sorely threat* 
•08 them with kibed heels. 



CHAP. VI. 



. OF THE CONDITION OF SOME COUNTRIES. 

The noble kingdom of France shall prosper and 
triumph this year in all + pleasures and delights, so 
that foreign nations shall willingly retire thither. 
Presents of nosegays, and feasts on birth-days, and 
saints-days, treats, pastimes, and a thousand sports, 
shall keep up the mirth. There will be plenty of 
delicious wines ; many radishes in Limosin ; store 
of chesnnts in Perigord and Dauphine ; a deal of 
•lives in Languedoc j whole shoals of sand in Olone ; 
a world of fish in the sea ; swarms of stars in the fir- 
mament ; abundance of salt at Brouage ; and prodi- 
gious quantities of corn, pulse, kitchen-herbs, flow- 
ers, fruit, butter, cheese, milk, and other diary 
goods. 'No plague, no war, no vexation. A fart 
for poverty ; hang sorrow, cast away care. Old 
gold, such as your double ducats, rose-nobles, angels, 
spankers, spur-royals, and well- woo led sheep of 
Berry, wiM once more be in fashion, and plenty of 

seraphs 

meant by Rabelais, who by lifrelofres means the German pilgrims,. 
mIio began to grow scarce after the reformation had got good footing 
among them, 

* Pilgrims.] Miguelots in the original. Young people who were 
wont to go on pilgrimage to St. Michael (thence their name miqudots, 
I suppose). These occasioned the proverb. Little beggars go to St. 
Michael, great ones to Si. James. 

f iKeasures and drlights.] France enjoyed peace from the treaty 
concluded atCambray 1529; but the famine which happened in that 
kingdom about that t me, occasioned the plague, and both those scourges 
continued therein till' the beginning of 1534. Therefore, either this 
prognostication was not .published till 1534, at soonest, or Rabelais 
%as muck out in hi* guessing. 
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seraphs and crowns with a snn upon them. Howerer, 
about midsummer you are threatened with an iirrasion 
bj black fleas, and weevils of la Derinfere. A Dko* 
ml est ex omni parte beatum ; nothing is yet found 
that is perfectly happy ; but care mast be taken to 
curb them with store of erening nuncions. 

Italy, Romania, Naples and Sicily will remain » 
where they stood last year. People will be * very 
thoughtful there towards the latter end of lent, and 
sometimes will + rave and* dream at noon-day. 

Germany, Switzerland, Saxony, Strasburgh, Ant- 
werp, &c. will thrive upon't, if they don't fail to do 
so. Woe be to pardon- pedlars, if they come" among 
them : I dare engage that th&re will not be many 
\ yearly obits, trentals, and services for the dead 
founded there. 

Spain, Castile, Portugal, and Arragon will be sub- 
ject to § sudden thirst, and young and old will be 
woftilly afraid of dying : for which reason they will 
be sure to keep themselves || warm when it is col^ ; 
and will often tell over their money if they have any. 



to contest at easier. 

f Have and dream at noon-day.] In the original there is no rave, 
but only dream, and M. du Chat says, Rabelais alludes to the constant 
custom of the people of Rome to take a nap of two hours immediately 
after .dinner ; not in bed, but in easy leather chairs made on purpose, 
with backs and springs to move higher or lower. See Misson's 
travels, let. 33. 

X Yearly.] Wrong: read, there will not be many obits. Sec. founded 
there this year, eeste anrUe (not yearly.) Per now the reformation had 
taken deep root 

$ Sudden thirsts.'] No sudden to Rabelais : great thirsts, if you will: 
alterations in French, not altercations, as some editions have it M. 
4n Chat's note here is two-fold : these countries are very hot, and the 



|| Warm whert xt is cold.] It is only warm in the original : that ii, 
says M. du Chat, people there should keep close and snug, not only 
because the evening dews are mortal there, out that they may give the 
inqatrition no advantage over them. 
% BastetHngs.'} Otherwise Osterlins, See^Commincs, I, 5,c. 18L 
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hut * indifferent PantagrnelisU* Wine would at 
least prove as wholesome to them a* beer, prwided 
it were good and delicious. When they sit at table,, 
their best hopes will be the after-game. St. Traig* 
nant of Scotland will work miracles and sh — won- 
ders like mad; but the derU-a-hit he will see the 
better for ail the candles that will be offered him, if 
t Aries ascending does not fumbte, and ramble, lira* 
ble, stumble and be humble, though be grumble, and 
be scorned, and wthomed- 

The Mnsoorttos, Indians, Persians, and Troglo- 
dytes, will often be troubled with the bloody flu, 
because they will not be ridden, tapped, and 
rammed by the Romanists, considering the ball of 
Sagitartas ascendant. The Bohemians, Jews, and 
Egyptians will not be brought this year to conform 
with the said Romanist*, as they expect ; . Venus bit- 
terly threatens them with J wens at the throat, if 
they do not condescend to the will of $ the king of 
the paptllons. 

||£scargots [snails] lSarabouytes,**cauqaemar- 

res, 

* Indifferent PanUtgrueUtUJ] Will not always have wine to drink 
when they have a mind to it. 
+ Aries,"] The pope, and his power. 
J Went at t/te throat*} Gibbets. 

§ The king, £fc.] The king of France : i n the original, roy de pat" 
portions (see this explained elsewhere.) What Rabelais seems to hint 
at here is the Bohemian*, Sec who by an edict were banished the king- 
dom, on pain of being hanged. [Boemien likewise means a gipsy.] 

({ Escargotsl] This does not mean mails strictly, in this place at 
lea«t, but, as M. du Chat observes? monks and other religious, to whom 
the discipline (whip) seems to be instead of a fly- flap to drive away 
those troublesome insects. Rabelais calls them escargots (snails) either 
because as in c 40, 1. 1, we read that, like beetles, they eat the turd of 
the world, (feed upon the sins of the people) or else, because that being 
covered with the cowl, they resemble snails in their sheils. 

Sarabouytes.] Or rather sarabailes, spoken of in the last ch. of 
]. 3, and ch. liv. of L 4, were, in old times, a certain sort of religious, 
who lived in tjie utmost, licentiousness and dissolution. 

#* Cauquemarres.'} Prom calcare mares. These are the same reli- 
gious whom elsewhere Rabelais calls farfadets, a name by which he 
likewise calls the Ju>bgobiiDs,and raw-head and bloody-bone*. To these, 
1 and 
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'res, 1 [nightmares] cannibals shall be pestered with 
ox-flies, [informers, promoters} and will have but 
little heart to play on the cymbals, and tongs and 
keys [or, to letcher] unless guaiacum be in request. 

As for Austria, Hungary, and Turkey, by my 
troth, my dainty lads, I can't tell how they will do ; 
neither does pilgarlic trouble his head a jot about 
it, considering the sun's brare entrance into Capru 
cornus; and if you chance to know more of the 
matter than I do, pray scatter no words, keep it to 
yourselves, but stay for the lame post. 

and the preceding^ our author dectares that the discipline they wilt give 
tlwreselres wiM rttUee them to the ame condition with cannibals, and 
other uatioas of America, who, not knowing how to make themselves 
clothes (at least, not caring to do it) suffer great inconveniences from 
(he flies, when the Europeans don't come aud fetch thetr gnaiacmu, in' 
return for which they generally give theni clothes to cover tJiem. 



\ 
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OF THE 

FOUR SEASONS OF THE YEAR. 



CHAP. VII. 



OF THE SPRING. . 

In all this year's revolution there will be bat ont 
moon, neither will it be new. I dare warrant, you 
are damnably down o'the mouth about it ; * you 
who do not believe in God, and persecute his holy 
and divine word, as also those that stand up for it* 
But you may e'en hang yourselves out of the way ; 
I tell you there will never be any other moon than 
that which God created in the beginning of th« 
world, and which was placed in the sky to light and 
guide mankind by night. But, in good sooth, I'll 
not infer thence that it never shews to the earth and 
earthly people a decrease or increase of its light, ac- 
cording as it is nearer the sun or further from it. No, 
no ; why should I say this ? for, wherefore, because, 
however, notwithstanding, that, &c. and let none of 
you hereafter pray that heaven may keep her from 
the wolves ; for they will not meddle with her this 
twelve months, I'll warrant you. Apropos, now 
I think ou't, you will see as many flowers again this 
season, as in all the other three ; neither shall that 
man be thought a fool, who will have wit enough to 
lay by money, and get together more of it this quar- 
ter than he will do of t cobwebs in the whole year. 

The 

* You who do not, 6Pcv] No Lutheran could have expressed him- 
self in stronger terms. - - 

f Cobwebs.'] It should be herrings, arancs : though some editions 
have it araignes. M. du Chat says, Rabelais here means, that in the 
spring people had better keep their money, than lay it out in herrings, 
which are good for nothing in that season of the year. 

3 
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The * griffons and marrons, (men who make the ways 
passable in great snows, and dwell on the mountains 
of Savoy and Dauphjnc) and the hyperboreans, that 
are perpetually furred with snow, are to miss this 
season, and have none on'i : for Avicenna tells us, it 
is not spring till the snow does melt away on the 
V mountains. + Believe the liar. I have known the 
time when men reckoned ver, or the spring, to begin 
when the snn entered into the first degree of Aries. 
If they reckon it otherwise now, I knock under, and 
mum's the word. 



CHAP- VIIL 



In the summer I can't justly tell yon what kind of 
wind will blow ; tatithi& I know, that'* ought to bo 
waim weather timn^ and now and then, a osa-breeftte.' 
Howgver, if things tehould fair out otherwise; you 
most be sure.oot to curse God ; for be is wiser than 
wo, and knows what is fit for us far better than we 
oursalfies. i yon may take rriy word for't, whatever 
t HaJy and his gang may have said. It will be I 
^eliriqus thing to be ^erry* and drink* cool' wine*;' 
thong-* some Jiave said there is nothing more eon*' 
tr*r.y to thirst X ; believe { it ; and indeed contrarfa' 
tontrariis curantur. 1 •'* 

, CHAP* 

* Grjfoiu.] Gryfkan* .* - roan, *fc«, IUit true griffins, dimbup the 

sharpest and steepest rock% . 

, f Belize the liar.] Croye* cr porlwr, in the original • believe the 
beifrcr : \. e. I stand to what he says about the matter. 

X Halt/.] An Arabian philosopher and mathematician. Vosshtf 
de. scicnt. mathem. (on the credit of Luke Gaurie) places him in 1203* 
Keltic, ttbl. 33, in 1131, 
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CHAP. IX. 



OF AUTTOTN. 



In autamn men will make wine, or before or after 
it ; it is aH one to me, so we have but good bub aad 
nippitati enough : foul mistakes will then be in sea* 
son, for many a one will think only to burst a£ the 
broad-side by the way of a fizzle-cum-funk, and will 
foully give their breeches a clyster with a faecal de- 
coction* As for those men and women who hare 
vowed to fast till the Mare -be in the heavens, they 
may e'en from this present hour begin to feed like 
farmers by my particular grant and dispensation. 
Neither do they begin of the soonest ; for those preU 
ty twinkling things have been $zed there above six* 
teen feteiefed and 1 cdaH m Mwmry d*rt, and 
stack i* to the pur pete toe, let ase toil yon. MoT 
WOtfW J have yearfer cbedatare hope to ortca laffcf 
whan tiw sky falls: for oh a^&eeoar teatwtttmfc 
haffeateyetirtfiee. Lsf^hsefhy^ocsMml^rf^ 
vernvn, cecttUdted sham sefate, yedfer* and^sttricer* 
of paadon&i ** perpetual toihb per* end nnttbtors ef , 
orisons, and other tneh gangs of rascally eeeundrels 
will eeme -+ otit of their dens. Scape that scape eta, 
say I. Harkee we! take heed asm of the fcarneft 
whenever yea eat fab, and Ged preserve yen from * 
dose of ratsbane too. 



+Jtep*md mumper*.] Ia : tha original itisSuY^How, iimI mean* 
all monks ; whose communities never die, but tie perjfctaal. 

f <hU tflkcir tfew,] With -& purpose to catch from the country- 
folks all they Can of their harvest. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. X, 

OF WHffTER. 

In winter, in my silly opinion, those men will not 
be orerwise, who will sell their furred gowns, swans' 
skins, and other warm clothes, to buy fuel ; neither 
did the ancients use to do so, says Aveoaouart; If 
it chance to rain, don't fret yourselves ; so much the 
less dust you will hare when yon go abroad. Keep 
yourselves as hot as toasts, d'ye hear : beware of 
catarrhs ; drink of the best, till the other tart mend ; 
and pray henceforth sh*— no more oT>ed. • Oh kftl . 
poultry, do yon b«Hd yonrnasts to Ugh? 



^Ohhol fm*nh*e<l JLso*a>he,t>r tiW fSaHij, ya 

bsW'bj'RaheUis put of the a^yivr wwtojwt* of Mshua>o»r # «Hh*Sl 
any retafioQ to what wertt before. Other noted authors, both comical 
and terio*, hawe ottd .the fwy *MAe words '*t Hie wiaJfof *t>-of" 
their works. Philip d'Alqpot fer m*J*im k UmU 4uU*m** 

another, cum mui^is aUU, 



END 09 VSJE MYttfOECKJatf YSMroflrtCAViM 



Digitized by 



Google 



332 



THE WORKS; 



AN 



EPISTLE 



BT 



PJNTJGRUEDs L1MOSIN, 

GRAND EXCORIATOR OF THE L ATI ALE TONGUE; ' 
Mentioned Book II. Chap. VI. 

TO HIS OWN AMICISSIM, RESIDING AT THE INCLITE 
AND FAMOS1SSIM URB OF LUGDUN. 

auricles,' percussed by fame sonorous, 
Tf our mirabundous acts have brought before us. 
Your placid life, here inaudite before, 
Repfctes the towu of Lugduno'er and b'er : 
Where nymphs convening three times thrice cUrrha, 
Frostrate themselves as vot'ries at your shrine. 
8#me> -voluntarily fly into your arms, 
For your opiparous qr aureous charms? 
Some, tender souls ! on you themselves obtrude, 
MoVd by your tongue's most melleous dulcitude. 
Your phrase, robustly propt, with ease produces 
Fractions* in many weak virgioeous onuses : «. . 
When you're placicntated, the fort is won ; 
Id esty when e'er y'impel the matter on* 

You therefore, if your appetite desires 
New dapes each hour, pursue what that requires. 
If sated with jour urban stale fruitions, 
Or with your half unnatural coitions, 
You to your neighb'ring rural fund migrate, 
And there your lassate corps re animate. 
There ev'ry joy to you is an oblation. 
In which your ingeny finds delectation , 
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The gay Merul and warbling Philomel, 
To please you, strife each other to excel. 
Their pleasant notes tristitious thoughts confound, 
And wake your soul with their letating sound. 

To that araaene recess the rural quire, 
Sylvanus, satyrs, fauns, and Pan retire: 
Gods, demigods, nymphs, dryads, naiads meet, 
And leave their mansions for your dulcior seat ; 
And when the turb is once accumulate, 
Jucund jucundity's immensurate. , 
With sumptuous cates divine ambrosia joins, f 
And nectar there exuperates all your wines. 
With this each dry e>uriant guest replete is, 
As at the feast, of Pelcus aud his Thetis. 
Then all arise; the tables here sublatej 
In arbours, some themselves refocillate ; 
Some in ferine venation take delight ; 
For coney-caption some have appetite : 
In fine, ludes omniform are there invented, 
. And every indoles and sense contented. 
Pleasure invades, pain abdicates the mind : 
What more in heaven can its grand tenants find S > f 

While we, alas ! must still ebamfrjlate, 
Sequacious of the court and coupr tier's fate ; 
O most infaust who optates there to live 1 
An aulic life no solid joys can give. » 
We've been cruciated since your last migration, 
With an inde*inent obequitation : 
Our boots and legs have not been separated, . 
While we the Burgadc lands have conculcated. 
Lute, unds and sands did long our march oppose, 
And asp'rous rocks, the bulwarks of our foes. . 

But now I'll not too many verbs effund, 
Nor with our ills your auricles obtund : 
Nor all our martial conflicts represent, 
Obscesses, storms, and fights sanguinolent : 



When 
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When angry Mars Burgundia cicatrts'd, 
And friend with friend ttr dolors sympathis'd ; 
Desperate of conquest, thro' dire accidents, 
A pert we jac'd to th'arther without tents. 
At last the kind, tho' rigid brume came on ; 
The camp was derelict, and all are gone* 
For when hybernal evils appropinque, 
The legions on their hyberoacles think. 

So, when the betfic season was espied, 
Wisely the regal majesty retir'd. 
To Fonsbellaqueus now the monarch's come, 
The noblest master to the noblest dome : 
No more had Nero's match'd its noble pride* 
Than with the king the tyrant could" hare vj^d. 
Were eVn Diana's temple rafs*d again, 
The regal palace wouM ecfipse the fano. 
•Us true, you're ocul'd it in times pr»terlt, 
But ev'ry day 't has meliorated merit, 
And those who supervis'd it noci hestern^ 
In hodkrn horet, will major things discern.. 
Opining to revise a structure new r 
Where art surpass'd itself, and nature too. 

Now to apply my primary ingredients, 
That you move hue I think it not expedient 
For, should you come before ffce Brume'* abated, 
TV opime you'd Anguish for the macerated. 
Since,, thanks to Jove's benignity you're valid, 
Chuse not a frigid state, while your's is calid; 
Unless salubrity you vilipend, 
And, from your own become your medic*s frien«> 
For hi veracity, these times denote 
Morbs to the sane, and obits to th' scgrote; 
And alterate the suavest pulchritude 
To the coa^lejribrt of its native mad. 

Incluse with sifves behind, atid fetes* before ns, 
Our. outward man wants something thafs calorona. 

Scarce 
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Scarce one poor fascicle can we acquire ; 
In fine all solaces from us retire. 
" And were it not (in this extremity) 
Jurated by the town's proximity, * 
To which we eqnitate with maturation, 
And to kind nature make salification, 
Soon in our sepulchres we should all hide u* ; 
For, sure, one hebdomad would here occide u§. 

By this imparity you plainly see 
Our life's distress, and your 1 * jocundity ; 
Our state's naufrageous and periditating : 
If then you sape, as we are cogitating, 
Hither, till spring return, make no transition, 
Tho' you were stimulated by ambition* 
What tho* honorabilities it offers, 
Large heaps of numms to fill your largest coffers, 
Imperial favour too, and what not else ? 
Ample munificence, and office ©else, 
Such as yon execute when here ? yet these 
Hare no intrinsic valor, tho* they please. 
Our means of life are pote, and cibe, and rest; 
Who jugulates himself for wealth's a beast. 

To this epistle finis now we'll fix, 
Which to your school a transit does adnix ; 
Where rules to prolix loquels are prescribe, 
And doct verbocination is imbib'd : 
Excoriating the language latiale, 
To make reply let not your calam fail j 
But a-rament at large the candid chart, 
With corresponding rhymes transcending art. 
Which will to him be th' altest obligation 
Who is 

Your serv with maxim veneration, 

DSSIRIDK GoittlEft. 
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AN EPIGRAM. 

All strive of late to bring to purity 
Oar tongue that once lay in obscurity ; 
And profligating all barbarity, 
With th' Attic set the French in parity ; 
So, to revive its old nobility; 
They phun the phrase of our mobility; 
But thlus disguis'd by a fatality, 
'Tis mere excoriated latiality. 
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PHILOSOPHICAL CREAM 



ENCYCLOPEDIC QUESTIONS. 
BY PANTAGRIJEL. 

Which were sorbomcq/kcbilitudimsscli/ debated in 
the Schools of the Decree near St* Deny* de Ut 
Chartre at Paris. 



UTRUM, a platonic idea, homing to.the rj^t 
on the orifice of the chaos, might jirire,awajr the 
squadrons of democratical atoms ? 

Utrum, the * flickermicc flying through the tran*. 
lucidity of the cornered gate, might, spy -like, disco- 
ver the morpbean visions twirling and unwinding in 
a circular manner the thread of the rete adtmrabUc 
that wraps up the t attUi of ill caulked brains ? 

Utrum, the, atoms turning about at the sound pf 
the hermagorical harmony, might majke a compaction 
or a dissolution of a quintessence, by the subtraction, 
of the pythagorical numbers? 

Utrum, the hybernal frigidity of tfye antipodes, 
passing in an orthogonal line, through the homo- 
geneous solidity of the centre, might warm the 
superficial connexity of our heels by a soft aatu 
peristals ? 

Utrum, the tassels of the torrid zone might sm 
far be dipt and wetted at the cataracts of the Nile, 



f A certain fish in the river Po, which spuiefriet weight \W0Ik 
[so says M. M. but not Torriano.] 
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as to moisten the most caustic parts of the empyreal 
heaven ? 

Utrum, by reason of the long hair that was be- 
stowed on the bear at her metamorphosis, if her 
breech were but shayed the Italian way d la bouga- 
rone, to make Triton a beard, she might not be 
keeper of the arctic pole ? 

Utrum, an elementary sentence might alledge a 
decennal prescription against amphibious animals, 
and e contra the other respectively put in her petition 
in case of seizure and novelty ? 

Utrum, an historical grammar, and posteriority, 
by the triad of articles, mighf find sohie line or cha- 
racter of their chronicle on the zenonian palm ? [open 
hand, i. e. eloquence.] 

Utrum, the genera generalimma 9 by a violent 
elevation over their predicaments, might crawl and 
clamber up to the stories of the transcendants, and 
consequently let f he special and predi cable species 
follow, to the unspeakable loss and damage of poor 
masters of arts ? 

Utrum, Proteus, that transformed himself into all 
'manner of shapes, turning himself into a * cigalc,~ 
and musically trying his voice in the dog-days , might 
make a third concoction with the morning-dew care- 
fully bottled up in May, before the full resolution 
of a zodiacal girdle? 

Utrum, the black scorpion might bear a solu- 
tion of the continuum in his substance, and, by 
the effusion of his blood, darken and blacken the 
milky. way, to the great loss and grief of the swag- 
bellied fjacobites? 

FRANCISCUS 

* A thick, broad-headed flying insect, which sits on trees in hot 
countries, and sings after a shrieking fashion : it is called cicada in 
Latin, and therefore mistaken by some heie for the grasshopper. 

f Jacobites.] German jacobites in the original. It alludes from 
these pilgrims of St. James In Gallacla, to the philosophers, the fol- 
lowers of the jacobin Albertus Magnus. AlUrtistte diatni oudd 

galaxi* 
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♦ FRANCBCUS RABELiESUS, 



POKTA SITIENS, PONEBAT. 



: -f Vita Lycte, sitis ; Uqutsti^ Jlebis, adores ; 
Membra* fiomtnufn* tumulum; morte, liquor e, face. 

galaxia est nature? catestis, thomisite dicuni quod galaxia eti 
natum ekmetaf'u% says Dr. Gerlain (all-sheep) in part 2d of epist. 
obi. viror. 

* Franciscus RabeUesus."] Wrong : for lie did not write it him- 
self, but another person. The old editions have it as it should be, 
Francisco RabeUrto, &c. - 

f Vita y &c.\ Vita, liauitti membra morte: Lya* 9 Jlebis hominem 
liauore : tit is, adures tumuium face. So it is to be readi according 
to the editions of 1567, 1573, 1584, and 1600, not foco as in 
that of 1596. 
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TWO 

EPISTLES 

• TO 

ffVO WOMEN OF DIFFERENT RUMOURS* 



TO THE VIBST OBD W&HAK. 

Old, toothless, pox'd, mischievous hag of njghi ; 
Old graceless Witch, .wholiv'st.in virtue's apite ; 
Ohi treacherous beldam, -burthen to- the earth ; 
'Plots, broils, and wars, from thee derive tfteir birift. 
Old arrant bawd, by whose destructive trade 
"The lewd are sold, the modest are bet ray 'd : 
Honour thou never knew'st, thou living tomb, 
Whor'd with thy father, in thy mother's womb. 
Thy charity does like the <deril's prove, 
And damns the wretches who thy lewdness love. 
Thy livid blood with pois'nous rage is swell'd ; 
Thy breast with gall, thy head with mischief fill'd. 
Thou ne'er of any but thyself spok'st well, 
And for detraction ev'n surpassest hell. 
Old brimstone-bawd, with brandy flaming red, 
That mak'st a curst rank brothel of thy bed ; 
Propitious to all malice and ill. luck, 
That hast a tet to give the devil suck : 
Damn'd witch, thou dost in magic far excel 
Medaea, and the blackest fiends of hell : 
Thou raak'st thy hideous phiz more dreadful still ; 
But when thou dost, we should thy hagship kill, 
Lest thy redoubled ugliness affright, 
And, like Medusa's, ruin us at sight. 
Thou, scarlet whore, ne'er mourn'st for doing ill ; 
Thy only tears are rhumes, and wines distill'd ; 

2 Thy 
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Thy only sighs aref vtmted-afcthy fcfum y 
Outstink acarriori, and outroan a»drum» 
Old monstfrous h&gy of matdhless, dreadful Mim!$ 
Thou the three furies* in one body jptn'd f : 
Satan, outdone by thee^dees envious grow, 
And longs- to buw ifiee in* vetenge below. 
Dissembling wUteh,- whose? tongue, stilt muttering* 
dares 

M ock frowning' hew^rf with* tHjr unhftllWd> prayts* 
Thou, boM* bad-sprite, with Sitfan'frbnrco^d foreey 
Pretend'st to turn a* rapid* rivev's course-; 
-With spells to paIehes*fi*gHt th* astonished moony 
And darken quite the? blushing sun ai noow. 
Base mnrd'ring sorcenessy wfcto rfclfcwtttss hearty 
On innocence thou try'st thy cursed art ; 
Bewitching inftarfip iff their mottiew* arms, 
And death alone call end the painfnl charms* 
No God thou own'st, but thy insatiate gut ; 
Thou mak'st eadHrnli turtr up her filthy sent* 
Pity thou slight'st, by pity thou'rt abfiorr'd, 
z And mow deserVdst a, faggot thai* a conk 
Thy cmei heart with rancour taunts load, 
Natural to thee ae poison? to a. toad. 
Thou wont of mischiefs, guide to. endless! deafly 
Who scattnr'st plagues with* thy contagious^ breathy 
Canst thou expect unpunished, to remain, 
And for eaeh crime to 'scape a double paint? 
Millions in judgment will against thee- rise,* 
And loudly caii for vengeance to the sides. 
Those whom thy arts to lawless flames decoy' J r 
Shall be below to burn thy sou* employed. 
But thou'rt the worst of ,hell»for impious; deeds^ 
T'other pevha^s m punishments exceeds* 
Prepare, prepare As* its revenging* pains* 
There to be Fask'd* in> eTOriastibgrchaintt 
Tremble* and 1 loudly to thie mountains cally • 
That they may gape, and cvushi thee: with: tfoor Ufi, I 
For stiU thy latter sins the nT6t<eseel r 
And^ Jiving on, thou'lt grow too bad for hell. 

4a> Damn*« 
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Damn'd harridan, with reeking lust more drunk 

Than Mescaline that great imperial punk : 

Ne'er tirM, or sated, thou out-dost her more 

Than she oat-did the utmost stint t>f wbore- 

Thy sweaty carcase (which kind heaven confound !) 

With noisome steams offends us all around. 

QJd drunken pfcspot, sink of filth and sin, 

Plaister without, and rottenness within ; 

Curst lump of lees ; thou universal sore ; 

Thou putrid product of the common-shore ; 

ThoU lowest, last degree of infamy ; 

Thou very highest top of villany ; 

Repent, or know I'll double ev'ry curse : 

But no, thou canst not mend, nor e'er be worse. 



AN EPISTLE TO ANOTHER. WOMAN OF A QUIT* 



Hail I reverend natron, virtuous as you're fair ; 
Hail ! you, whose autumn may with spring compare; 
Matron, adorn'd so richly in your mind, 
That in your looks the treasures we may find, 
Yfitb pious doctrine you your faith improve, • 
Shun idle talk, and books of idler love, 
And setting vice and needless forms apart, 
Your suff' ring God engrave within your heart; 
While you on earth a heav'nly saint commence. 
Your charity is, like the world immense ; 
Ready to ease th* afflicted of their load, 
At awful distance y' imitate your God. 
So sweet, so modest, and so void of pride, 
That ev'n that God does own you for his bride. 
You to all folly wisely shut your eyes, 
And dare the world's alluring joys despise. 
That sacred writ alone is your delight, 
Which saves the soul from everlasting night. ' 
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You temper still, yet never to a fault, 

Your wise with water, and your words with thought ; 

And never cherish'd an unchast desire, 

Or cou'd be warm'd but by the nuptial fire; 

But, waiting for your Saviour, pass away 

In pray'rs the night, in pious acts the day. 

In faith, in piety alone extreme, 

You shun applause, yet best deserve esteem. 

The prophet's great inspirer fills your breast ; 

Your head, your heart, by the whole God possest : 

While some unthinking virgins are betray'd, 

- And made proficients in hell's thriving trade. 
Your wise advice, your great example drawl 
The thoughtless wretches oat of Satan's jaws. 
Matron, in wedlock faithful and sedate, 
An honour to that honourable state : 
Not weakness made you wed but piety, 

N Thus to increase the saint's society. 
Those wanton toys cou'd ne'er your heart entice ; 
Which stifle virtue, and encourage vise. 
Matron, whom all the christian Pallas term, 
Wise in your conduct, and your courage firm. 
I prize, admire, and love your matchless store, 
Your outward beauties much, your inward graces 
more. 

From heav'n yon came, and to that heav'n are born ; 
Virtue adorns you, virtue yon adorn. 
Oh that I may. e'en till my latest hours, 
Advance in knowledge, contemplating your*s ! 
May you obtain below what earth can crave ! 
.What heav'n can grant, above, you're sure to hate. 
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'WRITTEN BV 



FRANCIS RABELAIS, M.JK 
DtTRING HlSf STAY IN ITAkY. 
IN THE YEAR- 

LETTER, t 
TO MY LORD. BISHOP OF &Al£LEZAI$, 
MY LOUD, / 

I \^RIT to you at Iatge on tie nine and twentieth 
of No? ember, and sent you some Naples grain for 
your sallads, of every sbrt that is eaten on this sidey 
except pimperaell, which then I could' not procure*- 
J have sent you no great quantity at present', because^ 
it had been too much for the courier at one time ; 
but if y cm please to have more, either for your gar. 
dens, or to dispose of otherwise, 1 will send if yon 
upon notice. I had written to you before, and sent 
to you the four signatures concerning the benefices 
of friar Pom. Philip, obtained in the name of those- 
whtwri you have set down in the instructions yoik gave 
me. I have not received since any letter from you 
that mentions the receipt-off the aforesaid signatures* 
I received only one dated from l'Ermenaud, when 
my lady d'Estissac came thither, in which you let me 
know that you had received two packets from me ; 
one from Ferrara, t'other from this city, with the 
cypher which I writ to you : but for aught I under- 
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afirad, yx>tj hadi not yet recerved the packet where 
the signatures were inclosed. I can bow give you* 
an account, that my business has been granted audi 
dispatched better, and with more certainty than L 
could have wished ; and I have hack therein, the assit**. 
tance and advise of worthy men, particularly of the 
cardinal de Genutiis, who is judge o£ the palace, 
and of the cardinal Simon*tt% who was auditor of' 
the- chamber, a very knowing man, and well verse* 
in such matters. The pope was* of opinion that £ 
should proceed in my business per cameram : thtf 
above-mentioned cardinals were of a mind, that it 
should* be by the court of contradicts ; because, that 
mforo contention ^ it cannot be revocable in France, 
and qua per contrwMotomk tratmguntm transmmt iw 
rem judicatam : quar autsmper oameram^ &? impugnati 
posmtnt, Sf in judicium veniunt. Those things which 
are transacted by canteadi&ories, pass as. determined? 
but those things which are done by the chamber* 
may be called into question, and tried over agauK 

Upon, the whole, 1 have nothing more to do,, than* 
to take up the bulls sub plumbo. 

My lord cardinal du Bellay, as likewise my lotcfe 
bishop of Maseon, have assured me that the charges 
shall be remitted me, though the pope by old custom) 
remits nothing, except of what is dispatched per ca* 
meram. There will remain to be paid, only the ve~ 
fcrendaries, proctors, and other such like scribbler* 
and blotters of parchment If my money falls shorty 
I will recommend myself to your lordship's alms y, 
for I don't think to leave this place till the empeto* 
goes* 

He is at present at Naples, when ate, at he hat 
written to the pope, he will depart on the sixth of 
January. This town it already full of Spaniards S 
and he has sent an extraordinary asnbassador to the 
pope, besides him who constantly resides at this) 
caur^ to give him notice of his coming. The pope 
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leaves him half the palace, and all the borough of St. 
Peter for hit retinue, and has ordered three thousand 
beds to be prepared, according to the Roman cus- 
tom, that is to say, with quilts : for the city has been 
unprovided of 'em ever since it was sacked by the 
Lanskenets. He has got together as much hay, 
straw, oats, spelt. corn, and barley, as he could find ; 
and of wine, as much as is arrived in ripi : 1 fancy 
he'll be at no small charge, which can't be very easy 
to him in this his great poverty, so apparent in him, 
more than in any pope for these three hundred years 
past. The Homans have dot yet resolved how to 
behave themselves upon this occasion, and have had 
many meetings, by order of the senators, conserva- 
tors, and governor ; but they can't agree in their 
opinions. The emperor has declared to them, by his 
said ambassador, that he does not design his people 
shall be entertained at free-cost, but as the pope 
shall think fit to entertain 'em, which does the more 
sensibly touch the pope : for he understands well 
enough, that by this saying the emperor means to 
4 see how, and with what affection, he will treat him 
and his people. 

The holy father has sent two legates to him by the 
choice of the consistory ; to wit, the cardinal of 
Siena, and cardinal Cesarini. Since which, the car- 
dinals Salviati and Rodolph are also gone to him, 
and with them my lord de Saintes. 1 understand 'tis 
aboutlhe affair of Florence, and concerning the dif- 
ference between the duke Alexander de Med ids and 
Philip Strossi, whose estate, which is considerable, 
the duke had a mind to confiscate. Next to the 
Fourques of Ausbourg in Germany, he is counted 
the richest merchant in Christendom ; and the duke 
has set people here to poison or kill him, whatever 
came on't Being advertised of this attempt, be ob- 
tained of the pope to go armed. And he commonly 
went attended with thirty soldiers, armed at all 
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F°lnts. The said duke of Florence haying notice (I v 
Suppose) that Strossi, with the abovementioned car- 
dinals, iv as gone to the emperor, and that he offered 
to the emperor four hundred thousand ducats, only 
to give commissions to people who might inform 
against the tyranny and baseness of the said duke, 
left Florence, constituted cardinal Cibo his governor, 
and came to this city the morrow after Christmas- 
day, the twenty-third hour, entering at St. Peter's 
gate, followed by fifty light horse, in white armour, 
with lances, and about a hundred harquebusiers. 
The rest of his train was but little, and in no very 
good order* And no soul went to see him, but the 
emperor's ambassador, who met him at the same 
gate. As soon as he was in town, he came to the 
palace, and had a short audience of the pope : and 
had lodgings in St. George's palace. The next 
morning he went away, attended as before. 

Eight days since,' news came to this town, arid his 
holiness has received letters from divers parts, that 
the sophy, king of Persia, has defeated the army of 
the Turks. Yesterday night arrived here the nephew 
Of- monsieur de Vely, the king's ambassador to the 
emperor, who assured my lord cardinal du Bellay, 
that the thing was true : and that this had been the 
greatest slaughter that has been heard of these four 
hundred years ; for above forty thousand horse were 
killed on the Turks' side. 

Consider what a number of foot fell there ! As. 
likewise on the sophy's side. For among people 
that do not willingly fly, nan sokt esse memento* 
victoria : the victory does not use to be without 



The principal defeat was near a little towa called. 
Goni, not far distant from the great city of Tauris, 
for which the sophy and the Turk contend ; the 
other'action was near a place called Batelis. The 
manner was thus: the Turks had divided their army, 
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4hd one' part Wats seirf : to take Coni;- of wBidB <&et 
sophy having intelligence, he, with his whole army, 
ruslied upon this separated part, before they oottlct 
stand upoft their guard. 

See here the effect of ill counsel, itf drvMiffg hi* 
•rniy before he had gotten the victory. The French 
can give a good account of this, when the duke of 
Albany drew out the strength and flower of the camp 
before Pavia. Upon the news of this roitt and dte- 
feat, BarbarOssa is retired to Const an tinopie to se- 
cure the country, ant! says, by his good gods, that 
this is nothing, considering the mighty power ef the 
Turk, But the emperor is eased of the fefcr that her 
had of the Turk's coming into Sicily, as- he had 
threatened in the beginning of the spring. And this 
may give repose to Christendom for softie consider* . 
able time ; and those who would lay ty tftes upon tire 
church,, eo pretexfu, that they would fortify them- 
selves against the approach of the Turk, are but ill- 
furnished with demonstrative argument*. 



. LETTER. It. 

MY LORD, 

X have received letters frow monsieur de Sanct 
Cerdos, dated from Dijon ; in which he tells me of » 
process that he has depending in the court of Rome. 
I dare not answer him, without running the hazard 
, of incurring s great deal of displeasure. But I un- 
derstand he has the greatest right in the world, and 
■ that he suffers a manifest injury ; and that he ought 
to come hither in person. For therels no- such af- 
fair, how equitable soever., that is not lost for want 
of a man's own soliciting in it ; especially when he 
lias a strong party, who can overawe with threats 
those who sofceit for him* The want of a cypher 

prevents 
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prevents my writing to you more at large* Bat it 
troubles me to see so- much as I do> particularly, be- 
ing sensible of the great kindness you have for him ; 
<and likewise because he has of a long time Pored and 
favoured me. In my opinion Monsieur de Basils*;, 
conseiller (one of the judges assistants) in the partial • 
ment of Tholeuse, came hither this winter on a lass* 
occasion, and is older and more infirm than he, an& 
yet has had a quick dispatch to his content 



mr to**, 

The duke of Ferrara, who went to the emperor 
at Naples, returned hither this morning. I know 
not yet how he has determined matters relating to the 
investiture and homage of hip lands : but I understand 
he is come back not well satisfied with the emperor. 
I fear he will be forced to empty his coffers' of those* 
crowns his father left him, and that the pope and N 
emperor will fleece him at pleasure ; considering also? 
that it was for above six months before he refused to* 
espouse the king's interest, notwithstanding all the* 
emperor's remonstrances and threats. My > lore} 
bishop of Limoges, who was the king's ambassador 
at Ferrara, seeing the said duke, without acquaint* 
ing him with ho design, was retired to the emperor, 
is returned to France. 'Tie feared that * Rene* 
will receive no little displeasure by it : the duke 
having removed madam de Sonbise her governess, 
and ordered her to be served by Italians, whicb 
don't look, well. 
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mr lord, 

Three days since arrived here a post from mon- 
sieur de Crisse, who brings an account that some of 
the lord Ranee's men, who went to the relief of 
Geneva, were defeated by a party of the duke of 
Savoy's. With him came a courier from Savoy, who. 
brought the news of it to the emperor. This may 
unhappily prove semmarium futuri beUi, the cause of 
an ensuing war. For these little wilful broils draw 
after them great battles, which is demonstrable from 
ancient history, as well Greek and Roman as French, 
as appears by the battle at Vireton* 



MY LORD, 

About fifteen days since, Andrew Doris, whe 
went with stores to those who hold the Gouletta 
near Tunis for the emperor, as likewise to supply 
them with water, (fov the Arabians of the country 
make continual war upon them, and they dare not 
stir out of their garrison,) is arrived at Naples, where 
lie staid not above three days with the emperor, 
since when, he is sailed hence with nine and twenty 
galleys ; it is said, in quest of Judeo and Cacciadiavolo, 
who have burnt a great deal of the country of Sar- 
dinia and Minorca. The .grand master of Rhodes, 
who was born in Piedmont, is lately dead ; in whose 
Toom the commandeur of Forton, between Mon* 
tfruban and Tholouse, is chosen* 



LETTER V. 
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LETTER VI. 

MY LOBD, 

I HERE^cnd you a book of prognostications which 
busies this whole town : 'tis entitled, De eversione 
fiuropa, of the overturning of Europe. For my 
part, 1 give no credit at all to it. But Rome was. 
never so wholly given over to vanities and prophe- 
cies as it is at present. I am apt to think the rea- 
son is, because mobile mutatur semper cum principe 
valgus; the giddy multitude always change with the- 
prince. I have also sent you an almanack for the 
ensuing year 1536* I send you besides, the copy of 
a brief which his holiness has lately decreed for the 
arrival of the emperor : as likewise the emperor's 
entry into Messina and Naples, and the funeral ora. 
tion at the interment of the deceased duke of Milan. 

My lord, I humbly recommend myself to your 
good favour, praying to our Lord for your good 
health and long life. 

Rome, Dec* 30, 1536. 



Tor the lard de MaiUezuis. 

MY LORD, 

I hate received the letters you were pleased to 
write to me, dated the second of December : by 
which I understand that my two packets are come tk 
your hands ; one of the 18th, the other of the £2$ 
of October, with the four signatures which I sent 
you. I writ since to you more at large, on the 
nine and twentieth of November, and thirtieth of 
December. By this time, I believe, you have re- - 

ceived 
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ceived the said packets. For Mr, Michael Parmen~ 
tier, bookseller, living at the arms of Basil, writ to» 
me the fifth of this instant, that he had received and 
sent them to Poitiers. You may assure yourself, 
that the packets which I shall send you will to safely 
delivered at Lyons : for I pnt them into the great 
sealed packet, which is for the king's aflaics ; and 1 
when the courier comes to Lyons, he te dispatched? 
by the governor ; then his secretary, who i» much- my? 
friend, takes- the paeket, which 1 superscribe on the* 
first sheet, to the aforesaid Michael Parmentieit: - 
Afterwards there is no difficulty, unless 1 from Lyons 
to Poitiers, which is the reason that obliges me to 
set an extraordinary postage upon it, that the greater 
care may be taken of it by the messengers at Pokiers, 
in hopes to get a spill by it. For my part, I con. 
atanrJy encourage the said Parmentier viith some 
small presents, which I send him of novelties on thi» 
side, or to his- wife, that he may be the more diligent 
to engage merchants or messengers atPoictiereto de- 
liver the packets to your lordship. Aw* I very 
much approve of the advice which' you gave me in 
your letter, that I should not trust them to the 
* hands of the banquiers, for feat they should be 
picked and broke open. I think 'twill not be amiss, 
the first time you write to* me, especially if it be- 
business of consequence, that you write a line to the 
said Parmentier, and inclose a piece of gold to him in 
your letter, in consideration of the care he takes to 
send your packets to me, and mine to-yon. A small 
matter sometimes highly obliges honest men, aiut 
makes- 'em more diligent for the time to come, whem 
the case requires a speedy dispatch. 

LETTE& 
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MY LORD, 

I have not as yet* presented* your letters to ray 
lord bishop de Sainted;, for he is not yet returned 1 
from Naples', whither he went with the cardinal 
Saiviatiatiti Rodolph. * He* will return in two days-; 
then I will give him your letters, and' desire an an*' 
stfer of 'em, whioh-I wilrsend you by the first courier 
that' goes hence. I understand 4 their affairs have not> 
had that success w4th the emperor which they hope* 
for : andf that the emperor had positively answered,, 
that at their request and instance, as likewise at the 
late pope Clement's, he had created Alexander de> 
Mediois, duke of the territories of Florence and* 
Pisa, which ha sever thought to do, nor would have 
. done : mean while to depose him, wou4& be the triqfe 
of seme stage-player, which does- and undoes* the* 
tens thing; Ho'wertr, that they should resolve tot 
ackttoWledfca Mm* as their duke* and lord, and obey* 
him as hie vassals and subjects, and besute they die* 
so. As tb the complaint* they made against the salt* 
do-fee, he would take 1 cognisance of them when he* 
came to Florence. 

For he designs, after some stay at Rome, to pas* 
through Siennas amr thence to Florence, taBolonia, 
to Milan 1 and Genoa. Tims the aforesai4 cardinals, 
togetherwith the bishop of Saintes, Strossy, and 
some others, returned, re infecta, [as wise as they 
wenfcj 

The thirteenth of this ibonth came back hither tfctf 
cmdinafoof Sierina and Caesarint, who had been elec* 
ted by the pope', and the whole college, legates tie 
the emperor* They bare so negotiated the mattery 
that the emperor ha* deferred his coming hither to? 
the latter end of Fenmary. If f had as many crownsy 
/ as the pope would- give days of pardon- propria 
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moto, deplenitudine potestatis; of his own free will, 
oat of the plenity of his power : and other such like 
favourable[circumstances, to any one that could defer 
it for five or six years to come ; I shonld be richer 
than ever was Jacques Coeur. Here are great pre- 
parations made this city for his reception ; and a 
new way is made by the pope's command, by which 
he is to make his entry : that is, through St. Sebas- 
tian's gate, towards Champidoli, templum pacts, (the 
temple of peace,) and the amphitheatre, and he is to 
pass under the ancient triumphal arches of Constan* 
tine and Titus, of Numetianus, and others : then on 
one side of St. Mark's palace, by Campo de Fiore, 
and by the palace Farnese, where the pope used to 
reside ; then by the banks, and below St Angelo's 
castle. To make and ley el which way, above two 
hundred houses, and three or four churches, art 
pulled down to the ground, which moat people take 
for an ill omen. On the day of the conversion of .St* 
Paul, his holiness went to St. Paul's to hear mass, 
and made a feast to all the cardinals. After dinner 
lie returned, passing through the above-mentioned 
way, and looked at £t. George's palace. But 'tis a 
aad sight to behold the ruins of the demolished houses 
that are not paid for ; nor have the landlords any re- 
Com pence made 'em. 

To <Uiy arrived here the Venetian embassadors, 
four brave old grey-headed gentlemen, who are going 
to the emperor at Naples. The popejias sent all his 
family before 'em ; his bed-chamber-men, chamber- 
lains, janisaries, lanskenets ; and the cardinals have 
sent their mules in ponttfieaiibus. 

Likewise, the 7th of this month, the embassadors 
of Sienna were introduced in good order, and after 
they -had made their speech in open consistory, and 
that the pope had answered 'em in fine Latin, they 
suddenly parted for Naples. I believe embassadors 
will be sent from all parts of Italy to the emperor; 
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and he knows well enough how to play his game, to 
get money out of 'em, as it has been discovered about 
ten days since. But I am not yet fully acquainted 
with the subtilty, which ('tis said) he made use of at 
Naples ; hereafter I may give you an account of it. 

The prince of Piedmont, the duke of Savoy's eldest 
son, died at Naples fifteen days ago : the emperor 
ordered him a very honourable interment, at which 
he assisted in person. 

The king of Portugal, six days since, commanded 
his embassador at Rome, that immediately upon re* 
ceipt of his letter, he should return to him in Portu- 
gal ; -which he did the same hour, and came ready 
booted and spurred to take his leave of the most re- 
verend the lord cardinal du Qellay. Two days after, 
was killed near the bridge of St^ Angel o, in open day, 
U Portuguese gentleman, who solicited here for the 
whole body of the Jews that were baptized under 
king Emanuel of Portugal, that he might succeed to 
their estates when they died. The king has also ex* 
meted several things of them against the edict and or- 
dinance of the said king Emanuel. I doubt we shall 
hear of some sedition in Portugal. 



MT LORD, 

In the last packet I sent you, I gave yon an ac- 
count, that part of the Turks, army was defeated by 
the sophy, near Betel is. The Turk did not very 
long delay his revenge : for two months after, he fell 
upon the sophy with the greatest fury imaginable ; 
and, after having put to fire and sword a great part 
of the country of Mesopotamia, be has driven back 
the sophy on the other side of mount Taurus. In the 
mean time, he causes a great number of gallies to be 
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bafltopon the river Tansis, by which they may come to 
Constantinople. Barbarossais still at Constantinople, 
to secure the country, -and has leftf several garrisons* 
at Bona add Algiers* lest the emperor should by 
chance attack htm* I- hare sent you his picture, 
drawn by the life as- also a map of Tunis, and of the 
sea-port towns adjacent.* The laaskenets^ whom* 
the emperor sent into tb*e dutohy of Milan to keep 
the strong places, are all drowned andiost atseayto- 
the number of fifteen hundred, inane of. the biggest 
and stoutest ships- belonging to* the Genoese; and i€ 
was near tow port- belonging, to the conttnonweaith- 
of Lucca* called' Lersa. The occasion was, because 
they being weary of the 1 see* and dessnous* to- get 
ashore,, wfaieb they could not for the tempest and. 
stress of weather, imagined that the pilot of the ship* 
would still keep them- off at sea, longer than he* 
needed : for which- cause they killed hhn, with some* 
otfcdr of taeosfeen) of the said ship* afte* whose* 
death the ship retrained witfcomt m commander ;» and* 
instead of taking:?* their sails, the lan»keuets< holste* 
the**, as being unpractised in sea^atiaiftt, and in tht* 
confusion they perished within* stone's throw of the* 
aforesaid port. 

My lord, h und er s t a nd that- my load bishop de 
Lavaur, who was the king's ambassador at Venice, 
lias had his audience of leave, and is returning to 
France. The bishop of Rhodes goes in his place, and 
is now at Lyons with all his retinue, ready to go, 
when the king has given him his instructions. 

Mfy lord, I htimbly recommend' myself to ytwrfeu 
vour, praying to our lord to give ywi long life inv 
good health; 



Jtome, Jan. 28. 



Tour nvost humble semrnty 
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: LETTER X. 

HY LORD, 

I writ to you .at large all the news I could learn, 
~4be28th of January last past, by a gentleman, ser- 
vant to (Monsieur de Montreuil, called Tremeliere, 
who returned from Naples, where be ' had bought 
some horses of that kingdom for his lord, and was re- 
turning to him with all speed. The same day I re- 
ceived the packet that you were pleased to send me 
from Leguge, dated the 10th of the said month, in 
which you may see the method I have taken for the 
delivery of your letters, by which they are safely and 
•suddenly brough t to me here. . ,Your said letters and 
packets j were .delivered at. the aims of Basil, on the 
one and twentieth of the same month ; the eight and 
{twentieth they were delivered to me here. And to 
.encourage at Lyons, (for . that's the point and prin- 
cipal place) the bookseller at the arms of Basil to, be 
•^diligent in* this affair, I repeat wbpt 1 writ to you 
in my afo rem earned packet, if you chance to write 
.to me about any thing of consequence : that, it is my 
<advice, that on the. first occasion of writing to me, 
you writer .worcl or two to. him in. a letter, in which 
be pleased to inclQse&ome gold.qrqwns, or some other 
piece of old. gold, as a royal, au aflgej, or salutatipn, 
in consideration, of the pains and care he takes of 
them ; so small a matter will, mere and more endear 
him to your service. 

Now, to answer -jtojir letters, I bare diligently 
searched the registers of the palace,' since the time 
that you commanded, me, that is, Jhe year 1629, 1530 
and 1531, to see if Dom. Phillipc's act of resignation 
to his nephew were to be found, and have given the 
clerks of the vegister 'two gold crowns, which is but 
a small recott pence fan the great and tedious trouble 
«ln it. ln-sjiert, they - have (found >nothing, of it, nor 

ever 
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ever heard news of his procurations ; wherefore, I 
doubt there is some foul play in his case, or the in- 
structions you writ to me were not sufficient to find 
'em. And that I may be more certified in it, you 
should tell me, ntjus dioctsis, of what diocess the said 
friar Dom. Phillippe was ; and if you hare heard no- 
thing to give more light in the matter, as if it was 
puri iimpliciter, or causd permutatitmis. 



MT LORD, 

What I writ to* you of my lord cardinal- du 
BeJlay's answer, when I presented him your letters, 
ought not to displease your lordship. My lord of 
Mascon has sent you an account of the whole matter 
and we are not yet like to hare a legate in France. 
'Tis certain, that the king has presented the cardi- 
nal of Lorrain to the pope. Bnt I believe, that the 
cardinal du Bellay will endeavour by all means pos« 
sible to get it for himself. The old proverb b true, 
which says, nemo sibi secundus. And I shrewdly 
suspect, by certain signs that I see, that my lord car- 
dinal du Bellay will engage the pope on his behalf, 
and thus be made acceptable to the king. Never- 
theless, be not uneasy, if his answer be a little ambi- 
guous in your concern. 



MT LORD, 

Tine grains which I sent yon, I can assure yon, 
are the best of Naples, of the same which his holi- 
ness has caused to be sowed in bis privy-garden of 

Belvedere* 
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Belvedere, There are no other kind of sallads on 
this side but those of Nasidord and Arroussa ; but 
those of Leguge seem to me altogether as good, and 
somewhat more sweet and grateful to the stomach, 
and particularly better for you ; for those.of Naples, 
in my opinion, are too hot and tough. 

As for the season for sowing 'em, yon must cau- 
tion your gardeners -not to sow 'em altogether so 
early as they do on this side, for it is not warm wea- 
ther so soon with you as here. They may very well 
sow your sallads twice a year, that is to say, in Lent, 
and in November ; and they may sow the white 
cardes or thistles in August and September ; melons, 
pompions, and the others in March ; fencing them 
for some daytfVith mats, and a thin layer of horse* 
dung, not altogether rotten, when they fear it will 
freeze. Many other grains besides are sold here, as 
Alexandria gilliflowers, matronal- violets, and shrubs, 
with which they refresh their chambers in the sum* 
mer, called Belvedere, and other physical herbs. But 
this would be more for my lady d'Estissac's turn. 
If you please to have of all sorts, I will send yon 
without fail. But I am forced to have recourse again 
to your alms ; for the thirty crowns which you or- 
dered to be paid me here are alm6st gone : yet I 
have converted none of them to any ill use ; nor for 
eating ; for I eat and drink at my lord cardinal du 
Bellay's, or at my lord Mascon's. But a great deal 
of money goes away in these silly postage letters, 
chamber-rent, and wearing apparel, though I'm as 
frugal as I can be. If you will be pleased to send 
me a bill of exchange, I hope I shall make use of it 
wholly to your service, and not remain ungrateful, 
I see in this city a thousand pretty cheap things, 
which are brought from Cyprus, Candia, and Con. 
stantinople. If yon think fit, I will send what I 
think fittest of them to you and my lady d'Estissac. 
The carriage from hence to Lyons will cost nothing. 
3 Thanks 
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Thanks be to God I have made an end of my 

.business, and it has cost me no more than the taking 
out of the bulls ; his holiness having, of his own 
good nature, given me the composition. And I be- 
lieve you will find the proceedings right enough, and 
that I have obtained nothing by them, but what is . 
Just and .lawful* But I have been obliged to advise 
very much with able counsel, that every thing might 
be according to due form ; and J dare modestly tell 
you, that I have in a manner hardly made use of my 
lord cardinal du Bellay, or my lord embassador ; 
though, out of their own kindness, they not only of- 
fered me their own good word and favour, but aj>« 
>splutcly.to make use of the king's name* 



l 

LETTER XIII. 

MY LOAD, 

1 have not as yet presented your "first letter to th« 
bishop of Saintes, for he is not yet returned from 
Naples, whither -he went, as I writ to you before. 
'He is expected here within these three days : then I 
will give him your second, and entreat an answer of 
it. 1 understand, that neither he, nor the cardinals 
fjalvlati, and Rpdolph, nor Philip Strozzi with his 
money, have done any thing with the emperor in 
their affair, though they were willing to pay him a 
millipn of gold upon the nail, in the name of .all the 
foreigners and exiles of Florence, also to finish la. 
Rocca [the fortress] begun at Florence, to, maintain 
a sufficient garrison in it for ever in the name of the 
«mperor, aud to pay him yearly 100,000 ducats, 
provided and uppn condition he restored them .to 
-their former goods, lands, and liberty. 

Gn the contrary, the duke of Florence was most 
* honourably- received by him at his arrival. The em- 
peror 
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i peror went out before him, and, ptst manus oscula, 

i he ordered him to bp attended to the castle of Capua 

i, in the same town, where his natural daughter has aa 

i apartment ; she is affianced to the said duke 6f Flo. 

i rencs; by the prince of Salerne, viceroy of Naples, 

i the marquis de Vast, the duke d'Alva, and other 

i principal lords of his court. He held discourse with 

I her as long as he staid ; kissed her, and supped with 

her : afterwards the above-mentioned cardinal*, the 
bishop of Xaintes and Strozzi, never left soliciting. 
The emperor has put them oif for a final resolution 
to his coming to that town, to the Rocca, which is A 
place of prodigious strength, that the duke has built 
at Florence. Oyer the portico he has caused an 
eagle to be painted, with wings as large as the sails 
of the windmills of Mtrcbalais, thereby declaring and 
insinuating^ that he holds of no body but the emperor 
And, in fin/ty he has so cunningly carried on his ty« N 
ranny, that the Florentines have declare! before the 
emperor, nomine communitatU [in the name of the 
commonalty] that they will hare no other lord bu£ 
him. 'Tis certain, that he has severely punished the 
foreigners and exiles. A pasquil has been, lately set 
up, wherein 'tis said, 

ToSttcazi, 
Pugna pro patrM\ [Fight for thy country .J 

To Alexander, duke of Florence, 
.Datum term* [What's given thee, keep.] 

To thq emperor, 
Quae nncitura, tenes, quamvis sint char a y rdinque. 
Quit what will hurt thee, tho' 'tis ne'er so dear. 

To the kingi 
Quod potcs id te?ita. [Dare what thou canst.] 

To the .cardinals Salviati and Rodolph. 
Has brevita* smsus fecit coftfyngere biuot* 
pure want of sense twites-Jhese flocks, 
As petty tradesmen. join.their4teqks. 
Vol. I V. R LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 



MY LORD, 

I writ to you, that the duke of Ferrara is return, 
ed from Naples, and retired to Ferrara. Her high- 
ness, the lady Reuee, is brought to bed of a daugh- 
ter : she had another fine daughter before, between 
•ix and seven years of age, and a little son of three 
years old. He could not agree with the pope, be. 
cause he demanded an excessive sum of money for the. 
investiture of his lands. Notwithstanding, he had 
abated fifty thousand crowns for the love of the said 
lady, and this by the solicitations of my lords the 
Cardinals du Bellay and Mascon, still to increase the 
v conjugal affection of the said duke towards her. 
This was the occasion of Lyon Jamet's coming to 
this town, and they only differed for fifteen thousand 
crowns : nut they could not agree, because the pope 
would have him acknowledge, that he held and pos* 
sessed all his lands entirely in fee of the apostolical 
see, which the other would not. F or he would ac- 
knowledge no more than his -deceased father had ac- 
knowledged, and what the emperor had adjudged at 
Boionia, by a decree in die time of the deceased pope 
Clement. 

Thus he departed, re infectd [without doing any , 
thing,] and went to the emperor, who promised him 
at his coming, that he would easily make the pope 
consent, and come to the point contained in his said 
decree.; and that he should go home, leaving an am. 
bassador with him, to solicit the affair, when he came 
on this side ; and that fie should not pay the sum al- 
ready agreed upon, before he heard further from 
him. The craft lies here, that the emperor wants 
money, and seeks it on all hands, and taxes all the 
world he can,-and borrows it from all parts. When 
he come hither, he will demand some of the pope, 
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'tis a plain case. For he will represent to them, that 
he has made all these wars against the Turk and Bar* 
barossa, to secure Italy and the pope, and that he 
mast ef necessity contribute to it. The pope will 
answer that he has no money, and will manifestly 
prove his poverty to him. ThenHhe emperor, with- 
out disbursing any thing, will demand the. duke of 
Ferrara's of him, which he knows he may command 
at a word ; and this is the mystery of the matter. 
Yet 'tis not certain whether things will be managed 
thus or no. . 



MY LORD, 

You ask whether the lord Fictro Ludovico is th#- 
pope's legitimate son or bastard: be assured the pope 
was never married, which, is as much as to say, that 
the aforesaid gentleman is certainly a bastard. The 
pope had a very beautiful sister. There is to be seeA 
to this day, at the palace, in that apartment where the 
summists reside, built by pope Alexander, an image 
of our lady, which ('tis said) was drawn after that 
gentlewoman : she was married to a gentleman, cou- 
sin to the lord Ranee, who being in the war, in the 
expedition of Naples, the said pope Alexander **** : 
now the lord Ranee having certain knowledge of the 
thing, gave notice of it to his cousin, telling him, that 
he ought not to suffer such a wrong done to their fa- 
mily by a Spanish pope ; and that if he would endure 
it, he himself would not. In short, her husband 
killed her ; for which facl; the present pope grieved ; 
and to assuage his sorrow, Alexander made him a 
cardinal, being yet but very young, and bestowed se- 
veral other marks of his favour upon him. 
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At that time the pope kept a Roman lady, of th+ 
home of Ruffina, and by her had a daughter, who 
was married to the lord Bauge, count of Sancta Fiore, 
who died in this town sibce I came hither. By her 
he has one of the two little cardinals (who is called 
the cardinal of SanctaFiore.) The pope likewise had 
a son, who is the said Pietro Ludovico, concerning 
whom you enquire, who has married the daughter of 
the count deXJervelle, on whom he has got a whole 
house full of children* and among others the little 
Cardinacule Farnese, who was made vice-chancellor 
by the death of the late cardinal de Medicis. By 
what is said yon may judge wfcjrthe pope did not 
very well love the lord Ranee, and vice versA (on the 
ether side) the lord Ranee put nor great confidence in 
him : whence arises a great quarrel between my lord 
John Paul de Cere, son to the said loud Ranee, and 
the above-named Pietro, Ludovico, for he is resolved • 
to revenge the death of his aunt. 

But he is quit of it on the part of the said lor4 
Ranee, for he died the 11th day of this month, going 
a hunting, in which he extremely delighted, old as he 
was. , The occasion was this : he had got some 
Turkish horses from the fairs of Racana, and as he 
was hunting on one of them that was very tender- 
mouthed, it fell, tumbled over him, and bruised him 
with the saddle-bow so severely, that he did not live 
above half an hour after the fall. This was a great 
loss to the French, for the king in him has lost a good 
servant for his affairs in Italy. Tis rightly said that 
the lord John Paul his son will be no less hereafter. ' 
But it will be a long time ere he gets such experience 
in feats of arms, Or so great a reputation among the 
commanders and soldiers, as the late brave man had. 
I wish with all my heart, that my lord d'fistissac, by 
his death, had the county of Pontoise; for, 'tis said, 
it brings a good revenue. 
To assist at the funeral, and to comfort the Mar. 
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thioness his wife, my lord cardinal mts scut to Ceres, 
near twenty miles from this town, my lord de Ram* 
bouillet, and the abbot of St, Nicaise, who Was a 
near kinsman to the deceased. (I belifeve you have 
seen him at court). He is a little man, all life ; who 
was called the archdeacon of the ursins : besides, he 
has sent some others of his protho notaries ; which 
likewise my lord of Mascon has done. 



LETTER XVL 

HT LORD, ' ' 

I defer to my next to give you more at large ihk 
news concerning the emperor ; for his. design fe not 

Set perfectly discovered, He is stilt at Naples, but 
i expected here by the end of this month* Great 
preparations are made for his coming, and abundance 
of rriimrpfra! archer Hit four harbingers bare beet 
a good while here in town ; two of them Spaniard*, 
one Burgundftan, and the fourth a Fleming. 

,r f hi great ptty to see the ruins of the church eft, j*u 
laces, and houses, which the pope caused to be de* 
molished, and pulled down, to make and level him a 
way. For the charges of his re* option he has laid a 
tax on the college of cardinals, on those who hare 
places at court, and the artificers of the town, as muck 
as the very aquarols* The town is already full of 
foreigners. ' 

Otr the 5th of this month the Cardinal of Trent 
(Tridentimis) arrived, being sent Jierc by the empe*. 
ror. His train is very numerous, and more sumptuous 
than the pope's. He had with him above a hundred 
Germans, all dressed alike : their gowns were red-, 
with a yellow galloon ; and on their right sleeve was 
embroidered a wheat-sheaf Med 1 close, and round it 
was written unitas. 
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I hear he is much for peace, and reconciling all the 
christian princes. He eagerly desires a general coun- 
cil, whatever is done in other matters, I was present 
when he said to my lord cardinal du Bellay : ' His 
holiness, the cardinals, bishops, and prelates of the 
church, are against a council, and will by no means 
hear any thing of it, though they are pressed by se- 
cular princes on that subject ; but I see the time at 
hand when the prelates of the church shall be reduced 
to demand a council, and the laity will not hearken 
to it. This will be when the latter have taken from 
the church all the wealth and patrimony which they 
had given, while ecclesiastics, by the means of frequent 
councils, maintained peace and unity among the 
laiety.' 

Andrew Doria came to this town on the 3d of this 
month, in no very good equipage. No manner of par- 
ticular respect was shewn him at his arrival, save only 
the lord Pietro Ludovico conducted him as far as the 

. palace of the cardinal Camerlingo, who is a Genoese, 
of the house of Spinola. The next day he saluted 
the pope, and the day after went away for Genoa, 

^ on the emperor's behalf, to inform himself underhand 
concerning the disposition of the French about the 
war. 

We have had here a positive account of the old 
queen of England's death ; and they add that the 
princess, her daughter, lies very ill. 

However, the bull that was issued out against the 
king of England to excommunicate him, and to inter- 
dict and proscribe his kingdom, did not pass at the 
consistory, because of the articles De commentibm 
externorum et commerciis tnutuis 9 of the passages of 
foreigners and mutual intercourses, which my lord 
cardinal du Bellay and the . bishop of Mascon op- 
posed, in the king's name, on account of the interest 
which he pretends to have in it. It has been put off 
till the emperor's arrival. 
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My lord, I most humbly recommend myself to 
your kind favour, praying God that it may please 
him to keep you long in health and prosperity. 

Rome, Feb* 15, . Your lordship's 

1536. most humble servant, 

FRANCIS RABELAIS* 



THE END. 
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